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PREFACE.

THe extraordinary interest which the public took in the trial of
Frederick Bywaters and Edith Thompson was the subject of much
adverse comment at the time. It may be that the present-day
fashion of sensation-mongering in trials, and dishing up crime for
the delectation of the Sunday morning lie-a-bed is to be reckoned
among the less worthy of the uses to which the craft of writing
can be put.  Yet it is the public interest in justice which alone
keeps it reasonably pure; and although we cannot all attend Courts
of law, we are all concerned in what is transacted there. Unfortu-
nately the public ear is only open when a crime or trial is coloured
by what are called ¢ sensational ” circumstances. But there are
many circumstances other than those deseribed by that disagree-
able word that repay the closest attention, and should he pondered
over by serious people; and for that reason this case has been con-
sidered worthy to be included in the Notable Trials Series.
In order that the reader should have material upon which to judge
the main issue in the case, I have thought it desirable to publish
in full not only that portion of the letters on which the case was
founded, but also the other and equally illuminating portion of which
nothing was heard in Court.  The material upon which my apprecia-
tion of this case rests consists of official and unofficial documents,
observation and impressions of the persons concerned in it, studies
of the locality, and conversations with relatives and friends of the
two defendants. 1 am obliged to the Director of Public Prosecu-
tions, Sir Archibald Bodkin, for his kindness in giving me access
to the transcripts of the shorthand notes prepared for the Court
of Criminal Appeal; and to Mr. Justice Shearman for revising the
proofs of the edition of his charge to the jury which appears in
these pages.
F. T

Lowoon, November, 1923.
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INTRODUCTION.
I

Ox the midnight of October 3-4, 1922, Mr. Percy Thompson,
a London shipping clerk, and his wife Edith were walking from
Iford Stution along the Belgrave Road towards the sireet called
Kensington Gardens, where they lived  The road along which they
were walking was straight and monotonous, and at that hour of the
night almost deserted. The people who had come out by the same
train had dispersed in different dircetions, and soon this couple,
tired enough, as we may suppose, after a long day’s work and an
evening at the theatre, found themselves almost alone. Their rela-
tions were nob corlial, although they lived owtwardly on cuite good
termy. Tt is probable, therefore, that they walked for the most
part in silence, each oceupiel with private thoughts, and that the
silence of the night wan unbroken but for the sound of their foot- -
stepy along the paved road divided only by the patches of light that
waxed and waned an they pussed the successive lamp-posts.  Bub
they were not alone  Other foolsteps were hurrying after theirms;
foolsteps of fate indeed; whose overlaking meant the death of the
three persons who eucountered in that place. The hurrying footulops
wore thowe of Krederick Bywaters, a youth of tweuly, home on
leave from hiy work as a ship’s writer on board the s.s. “‘ Morea.”
Afier a few words of altercation he drew a knife and stabbed Percy
Thompson 1o death—or rather, lofl him in a dying condition sunk
againgt the wall at the side of the road.  lle then ran away. Rdith
Thompson, after an attempt to minister to her husband, ran to find
help, und met other people, returning home late also, who had been
walking some distance bchind along the seme road. On their
return with o doctor they found that Thompwon was dead.

This is the simplest possible statemeni of the crime which was
the subject of the inquiry set forth in the following pages. I do
not. propose here to recapitulate in narrative form a story which i
fully unfolded in the trial itsoll. I propowe only to disouss some
aspects of it which were not, and could not be, the subject of inquiry
in & Court of law, hut which have some bearing on any dispassionate
examination of the case in its relation to gemeral human justice as
distinet from technical justice. -



Bywaters and Thompson.

II.

This is a story of passion, and, strange to say, is for that very
reagon regarded as disreputable in itself by many people. It is,
on the contrary, the passion 1n 1t which alone invests what would
otherwise be a story of sordid crime with any dignity or psycho-
logical interest  The crime was essentially sordid and common-
place—the husband stabbed to death by his rival in his wife’s aflcc-
tions 1 the presence of and (so the prosecution alleged) with the
approval of that wife. It would be difficult to imagine any circum-
stances which would afford a shade of justification or excuse for this
extremely primitive proceeding  But the case as a whole was mnot
sordid, because the murder formed such a small part of it, and ihe
emolional aniecedents of the act itself, illuminated by a series of
the most remarkable letters that have been made public in modern
times, lift the wholo story out of the commonplace Nothing is
commonplace if we know enough about it It is commonplace for
a Jealous man to kill his rival, but it is not commonplace io be able
to trace back his emotional history and be aware of the emotional
force thai ultimately swept him away on its tide.

Criminal lawyers have an incorrigible instinet for melodrama;
and ihey ave apt to see, or rather to present, every one in tho hght
of martyr, hero, or villain. Some of them secem to have a quaini
theory that human nature is divided into two kinds of people: on the
one hand, plain, decent people, the stuff of which judges and juries
are made, who are shocked and horrified at any transgression of the
moral law, and can hardly believe that persons should be found
wicked enough to transgress it; on the other hand, blackguards amd
devils, degraded by such things as passion; guilty, outside {he
licensed degrees, of a thing called love; and generally and deservedly
in trouble of some kind until they are swept within the meshes of
the law. The Ilford case was no exceplion to this rule. The three
persons concerned were duly presented in the melodramatic way.
The good, patient and unoffending husband; the manly young
fellow, corrupted and debauched by the experienced woman of the
world ; and the black-hearied sorceress, wenving her spells, casting
her nets, and bringing ruin on every one counected with her.

Now we cannot pretend to know the inner hearls and lives of
these three people, but we can get a little nearer the truth than

that. The unhappy victim of this savage assassination seems to
xiv



Introduction.

heve been a fairly inoffensive persou, and the worst I have heard of
him from those who knew him is that he was stupid and vain. But
there is ample evidence that in his married life—which was a very
unhappy one for him as well as for his wife—he had cultivaled the
art of being disagreeable with considerable success. The circum-
stances of the marriage were in themselves not conducive to happi-
ness.  Husband and wife earned ihewr living separately.  They
left the house at a quarter past eight in the morning and did not
return until seven in the evening There were no children, and
they had thus practically nothing in common except the dormitory
side of existence, which seems to have resolved itself into a chapter
of bitter squabblings, and the deeper trouble ihat underlies the
persistent atlempts of a hushand to tuke as & right something that
should only be given. IbL is mot to be wondered al that a weak
character such as Thompson’s expressed itself in this dilemma with
acrimony, with mennness, and sometimes with violence. Ife was
the one with the real grievance; and he seems to have made the most
of it.

It is when we come to the characlers of Bywalers and Mrs.
Thompson that we are at once confronted with an element of the
unusual.  Neither of these persons was at all like what the goneral
public thinks.  Bywaters was not the inmocent young lad that
his defenders presented to the jury; Edith Thompson was not the
corrupt, malignant sorcercss portrayed hy the prosecution. A
greai denl of play was made ahoui {heir vespective ages, and it
was suggested that she was an exporisnced womsn corrupting o
young lad. That is not the way I wev il. DBywaters was twonty
and she wag iwenty-cight, but in some ways he was the elder of the
two, as he was certainly the more masterful. [Te was an almost
excessively virile, animal type. He had knocked about, the worll;
he had knowledge of life, and an exceptionally strong will. You
will read in the course of the irial a great deal about the woman’s
influence on him; but I am convineed that his influence upon her
was at least as great as hers upon him, and probably greater; and
they came upon their undoing becmume of a certain ezapgeratoed
difference hetween them.  Bywaters, as I roand his character, was
totally devoid of imagination; actions wore his only realitios.
Edith Thompson had an cxcoss of imagination. To her actions were
unimportant.  Her chief consciousness was hardly over in what

she was doing at the time, but inhabited a world of dreams and
Xv



Bywaters and Thompson.

make-believe  If this aspect of the characters of the two people
concerned be kept in mind, I think it will make many things clear
which must otherwise remain obscure.

I1I.

But it is not enough to say that Edith Thompson had too much
imagination. 'We must look more closely at her than thai; for
she is the sole key to this mystery, and without understanding of
her the whole story cannot be justly read. There are people to
whom everything is common, and to a great part of the public
Mrs. Thompson was & common and commonplace woman. But
there were people present at the trial who are connoisseurs in
women and scholars of their character, and who are able to recog
nise, behind the most sordid disguises, the presence of that some-
thing which lifts a woman out of whatever class she may nalurally
belong to and sets her in a class apart—the class of influencing,
compelling, driving, beckoning women, who have power over men,
and, through them, over the world. To such students it was clear
that Edith Thompson belonged to that company; and no one who
read, for example, Mr. James Douglaa’s marvellously sensitive, ncute,
and discerning analyses, written during the course of the irial, can
have any doubt as to the power of a personality which, from the
dismal decor of the dock, could so act on an intelligence that no
experience can de-humanise.  She was compact of contrasts and
contradictions.  She was called a hysterical woman by many people
engaged in the case; but through five days of acute trial I saw no
sign of hysteria in her. She was remarkable in this way: that
quite above her siation in life, quite beyond the opportunities of
her narrow existence, she had power of a kind that is only exer-
cised by women possessed of a high imaginative talent; she had
that peculiar quality of attraction which over-rides beauty and
prettiness. She was not what is called a beautiful woman, nor
always even pretty; but she had a certain character, certain move-
ments of infinite grace, a head finely poised on a beautiful neck,
and ihe secret of looking like a hundred different women acoording
to the nature of her environment. There is one simple test by
which you may judge the kind of woman that Edith Thompson was.
No two photographs of her looked like photographs of the same

xvi
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Woman; from different angles of view, in differeni clothes, she
appeared like differont people. Put her in a housemmd’s dress
and she would look like a housemaid; place her in tragic circum-
stances and she became a tragic actress. She was, to that exient,
Evorywoman ; and she had the secret of the universal woman. The
three portraits of her in this hook are like portraits of three diffcrent
people; if you asked me which she was like, I would say she was
like none of them, and hke them all; bul the one which best repre-
sents her character 1s the pencil drawing made of her by a dis-
tinguished artist as she sut in the witness-box, and that is not the
portrait of a comwmon or commonplace woman. If she had heen a
Frenchwoman she would have been long ago taken out of her
humble working life and been at once the slave and the ruler of
some connoisseur in exiravagant caprice. Siage, costumes, jowels,
and victims would have heen provided for her.  As it was, a book-
keoper in a milliner’s shop, she had to find her own stage, her
own empite, her own drama.  She had to find her own vielime;
and in the end she herself was the chief victim of her own tragic
personality.

Iv.

Bywaters wns a clean-cut, self-possessed, attractive-looking
youth of twenty, with a good character and record. At the opening
of this drama which developed into a erime passivnel ho was & ship's
writer or clerk who had become the friend and intimate of Mr. and
Mrs. Thompson. Ilo was ninetcen years of age, eight years
younger than she. She and her husband did not agree.  They
were physically incompatible, and saw very liitle of each other—as
little as she could help. The husband had employment in & ship-
ping office, and she was book-keeper in a milliner’s shop in Alders-
gate Street. She had no particular home life or duties, and such
ag she had she sought to avoid as much as possible. Her acquaint-
ance with young Bywaters ripened rapidly inte friendship and then
love. He was often away at sea for long periods, and during these
periods she used to write to him letters of a kind, charactorised
by Mr. Justice Shearmsan as ‘‘ gush,”” which lovers and friends at a
distance love to receive; letters telling him her thoughts as they
rose in her head, what she was doing, what she was reading, what
she was thinking; and breathing throughout a curious pussion, half

5 xvil
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of the mother, half of the slave-mistress, that gives its supren;e
interest and power to this correspondence. They also contained a
great deal of reference to attempts at the adminisiration of poison
to her husband, which belong to the criminal part of the case and
which for the moment I will leave aside. But as to the general
contents of these lelters I would say, paying all respect to the com-
ments of a learned, humane, and impartial judge, that they are
true love letters, and that the emotion in them is both deep and
true. They contain passages of actual beauty, ta find the match
for which .you would have to look in the love letters of people far
above her in poetic and literary atiainments. The love they
breathed being illegal, was as a matter of course the subject of
unsympathetic reference in a Court of law.  ‘‘ Insensate, silly
affection,’”’” the judge called it. Love may be unwise, but it can
never be silly; and how something that is founded on passion
and emotion can be insensate I will leave the legal mind to decide.
Lest I be accused of speaking disrespectfully or unreasonably of an
eminent and admirable judge, I will quote one passage which seems
to me fairly typical of the judicial treatment of emotional matters.
“‘ You have been repeatedly told,”” he said, ‘‘ that this was a case of
great love, and we have had for days both speeches and questions
with reference to this love.  Just at the end of the letters comes
this passage: ‘ He has the right by law to all that you have the
right to by nature and love.” If that nonsense means anything, it
means that the love of a husband by his wife means nothing because
marriage is acknowledged by law.””  Just read again the simple
sentence from Mrs. Thompson’s letter.  Surely it is a brief and
exact statement of the position as it existed between these three,
and 1s, therefore, not nonsense. “‘I have no doubt,”’ added his
lordship, * that the jury and every proper-minded person is filled
with disgust by such expressions ’  Disgust at what? At the state-
ment itself, or at the suggestion that there can be any right but that
of law? It seems to me that love and nature are both things that
have very definite rights of their own, although it is the business
of the law to restrain them. if it can. In any case, the number of
judges who can with advantage intercalate iheir judicial utter-
ances with these little homilies on life and conduct is so inconsider-
able as to make the practice, upon the whole, undesirable.

xviii
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V.

It is these letters, however, that focus our interest in the
sequence of events that led to the death of Thompson. With
regard to the incriminating passages in them, in which the strangest
descriptions are given of alleged attempts at poisoning the husband,
I think the explanation is quite simple. Mrs. Thompson’s dramatic
sense, aided by her imagination, and quite remarkable fluency in
writing, led her, in order to keep her image commandingly before
the absent lover, to represeni herself as engaged, for his sake, in
the dreadful task of poisoning her husband. She wished him to
believe that there was nothing she would stop at; though, in fact, she
had no intention whatever of running the risks that such attempts
would have invelved. It is cortainly incomsistent with her char-
acter, as I conceive it, that if she had reslly intended to poison
her husband she would have philandered with the idea on paper, and
written reams of incriminating matter. She would have dome it,
and said (or written) nothing about it. A Borgia does not write;
she acts. With Edith Thompson words took the place of actions.
In her words she was speculative, adveniurous, indirect; in her
actions she was logical, direct, and—oven in her transgressions—
conventional. She was a woman who could play with ideas to
any extent, while her actions remained quite limited and almost
pormal. She lived two lives; one, this dream life, the life of the
heroine of the letters; the other & commonplace routine life of
some one who passed daily as in a trance from Ilford to Alders-
gate Street, and back from Aldersgate Street to Ilford, and who,
sitting at her desk apparently keeping accounts, was really engaged
in weaving an imaginative web that should stretch across half the
seas of the world, and bind her lover with its gossamer threads.

By keeping these letters Bywaters brought ruin to the writer.
She kept none of his; she was too loyal for that. It is extremely
probable that he entered into this grim and shocking game of cor-
respondence about poisoning meaning it as little as she did; and it
is probable that they both found an erotic stimulus in giving full
play on paper to their jealousy. And when the letters ceased,
and they met again, they had worked themselves up too far; what
had been grim play had to become grim earnest; and to aveid anti-
olimax this jealous lad was forced io the climax of the knife.

Ag the trial proceeded, and all this obvious pretence was exé;ocod
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and stripped, whatever attraction it may have had for them faded
away. As the words, pleading and passionate, were read and
re-read until every one in Court was familiay with them, one could
soe the miserable consciousness growing in both of the accused
persons that what she at anyrate had meant to be lovely and happy,
all they had dreamed of, hoped for and foughi for, had come to
terrible nemesis and confusion. Such humiliation, quite apart from
any suggestion of gwlt, s the inewitable result of dragging
emotion into a Couri of law. It has no place there; it cuts a pitiful
figure there, and that which may have been true and beautiful in
its hiving environment becomes false, horrible, and deadly there.

VI

Let us now consider the way in which the legal problem posed
before the Criminal Court was dealt with. The trial can hardly
be regarded as a classic from a legal point of view. A fastidious
jurist might even describe it as slovenly, in that the scheme of the
prosecution seemed mever to have been either clearly conceived or
clearly presented to the jury; while those conducting the defence
found themselves in such a dilemma, as a consequence of the strategy
adopted, as to leave litlle opportunily for anything beyond ingenious
quibbling on Mr. Cecil Whiteley’s part and emotional eloquence on
the part of Sir Henry Curtis Bennelt. The Treasury counse]l engaged
in the prosecution were Mr. Travers Humphreys aud Mr. Roland
Oliver, but owing to the nature of the case and the fact that both
prisoners were to be tried together, it was decided to send down
the new Solicilor-General, Mr. (now Sir) Thomas Inskip, K.C.
This officer’s practice had largely lain apart from the criminal law,
and he was not much at home in the handling of a case like this.
It is possible, moreover, that he had very little time in which to
study his brief ; but whatever may have been ihe cause, his handling
of the case was loose and uncertam. There was a certain irony in
the fact that sitting beside him as his junior, and almost idle
throughout the case, was Mr. Travers Humphreys—a man whose
mind seems to me the hardest, brightest, and most exact of those
engaged in criminal work for the Treasury  Mr. Humphreys had
practically nothing Lo do except occasionally to read the long exiracts
from the letters which took so many hours. It was a curious ocou-

Pation for him, thus to be reading aloud these passionate utter-
XX
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amces in the presence of the woman who wrote them; and it is to
his credit that, much as he dishked the task, his reading of those
letlers was by no means unsympathetic; and some of their haunting
phrases that were repeated so often in Court will remain associated
in my memory with the tones of Mr. Travers Humphreys.

The legal interest in the case centres round the matter of
the letters, and the way in which they were to be used. The question
as to the trying of two prisoners together for the commission of one
crime, which was made a point of appeal by the defendants, and
which took an acute form in the case of the irial of the Seddons,?
18 one on which the exisling law is clear, ihough not satisfactory.
The woman was charged with murder, her alleged pari in it being
that of o prineipal in the sccond degree. If a jury were satisfied
thai she was present, and supporied, instigated, assisted or
commanded tho accomplice by whose acinal haud the deed was
done, they could find her guilty of murder equally with her accom-
plice. ~ Whether, in such a case, the two are tried separately or
together iy a matier entircly in the discretion of the Court before
which they are hrought; and if any hardship or injuslice ensues to
one or other of the accused persons through the weight of evidence
offered against both pressing unduly against either, the only remedy
lies in the Court of Appeal.

In this case there could be no doubt whatever as to who actu-
ally commitied the murder. The case against Bywaters was as clear
a8 any case of murder could be, and there was practically nothing
to be pretended in his defence except that he was the instrument and
agent animated by a powerful and compelling influence. And for
his counsel to press that defence would have been inevitably to
fortify the attack on the woman and embarrass her defence—which
he was expressly instructed not to do. What the prosecution
desired was to bring the crime home not only to Bywaters but io
Mrs. Thompson, and the only way in which they could do this was
to bring in the letters writicn by her to Bywaters, and «o strangely
preserved by him. They were necessary 28 evidence (a) that she
desired Thompson’s death; (3) that she was for a perod of con-
seoutive months engaged in endeavouring to compass that death;
(¢) that she was in conspiracy with Bywaters right up to the day
of the murder to bring that death sbout; and (&) that she was

18ee “Trial of the Seddons” in the Notable Trisls Series.~—Ep. .
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present when the crime was committed, and knew beforehand that
it was to be committed. It was chiefly the way in which the
letters were presented that lays the proseculion open to criti-
cism. The letters do not seem to have been carefully enough
analysed and the bearings of the really essential passages marshalled
into any sort of sequence = The mass of the correspondence was,
80 to speak, thrown before the Court, and prosecuting counsel browsed
through it, taking advantage of anything which seemed likely at
the moment to assist the particular aspect of the case which he was
presenting. The result was a great deal of confusion, a greal waste
of time, undue emphasis on certain passages of the letters which
would not bear the weight of the construction sought to be placed
on them, and the neglect of other passages which, while they would
have served the purpose of the prosecution equally well, would have
been more helpful and illuminating 1 discovering the truth. A
defect in form of this kind, inherent in the design of the case for
the prosecution, affects the form of the proceedings throughout Ii
confuses the defence, which has to follow the track of the prosccution,
and il makes it very difficult for the judge to deliver a clear chargo
to the jury, since he also has to follow the original wandering course,
retrace his steps, and iraverse over and over again the same ground
a8 it is approached from different angles and for different purposcs,
All these defects will be apparent io a student of the tral as it
appears set forth in the following pages

VII

But if the defecls of the prosecution were serious, the defects
of the defence were fatal. As I have already indicated, there was
really no case for the defence of Bywaters, and Mr. Cecil Whiteley's
final speech is mnteresting chiefly for its ingenuity, and might servae
28 a model of what can be done and said in the defence of u mur-
derer who is practically found standing over his vietim with the
weapon in hiy hand. But the case of Mrs. Thompson was very
different. No one suggested that she had commitled the murder,
and the only evidence that she had ever intended any murder was
furnished by herself in a series of letters so fantastic that it should
not have been impossible to find an explunation of them that might
satisfy a jury. It seems to me that Sir Lenry Curtis Bounetit lost

one of the opportunities of lug lifetime when, after the confused and
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uncertain opemng of the Solicilor-General, he did not for once do
what counsel are so ofien telling juries they are doing, but, in fact,
so seldom do—leave the prosecution to prove its case and attempti no
positive defence  Let me say at the earliest possible moment that
there is no suggestion that Sir Henry was personally responsible
for the ine of defence or for the consequences Mrs Thompson
inmisted upon going into the witmess-box and giving evidence For
counsel to give actual advice on such a subjeet in a matter of hfe
and death 1s to take a greater responsibility than 1s, perhaps, nght;
but T think if T had been 1in Sir Ilenry’s place and found that my
client was determined to go mnio the witness-box, I should have
asked her to brief another counsel. No one can ever forelell the
effect wluch the ewidence of a defendant in a mwmder charge will
have on the case, but an expertenced lawyer could hase foretold, and
must have known, the very great diliculty thai the prosecution
would have in getting a conviction against Mrs Thoempson 1f she
did nol herself give evideuce, and contemted herself by merely
denying, through Ler counsel, thut she had nugthing vhatever todo
with the killing of Peicy Thompson, and throwing upon the proseen-
tivn the onus of proof that she had

The dilemma 18 an acute one  On the one hand there is the
adverse comment which the judge in his summing up is entitled
1o make on the silence of the accused purson ; the jury are asked io
draw the inference that if there was any time story to tell, the
accused would he the fimt to wish to tell it.  'Iwre is the advantiage,
1 the case of an atiractive woman, of the efieet of her personality
aud the appeal to humamty through the pathos of her posilion;
ajthough, in my own opinion of modern juries, the value of that
effect should not he pul too high On the other hand, there is the
terrible danger of the cross-examination to which the accused giving
evidence 18 subjected ; the rigk of the one word too much, or the
feulure of mental endurance at a eritical moment, that may twrn the
scale of opwion aganst the accused. And, of course, there is
always the possibility, if a person who has not given evidence is con
victed, of the awful misgiving that if he or she had gone into the
wilness-box the jury might have found a differont verdict.  The
rensons agamst Mry. Thompson going into the witness-hox wera,
howuier, so strong thal when she insisted on doing so she throw
awny her case There iy nothing uboul which our law i s

scrupulous as in weeing that the facls of a case agninst whicit ne
il
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defence 18 made except that of denial are proved against the prisoner
buyond oll shadow of doubt  The case for the prosecution on the
iudictment was that Bywaters and Mrs Thompson, *¢ on the fourth
day of October, 1922, m the county of [Rswex, und withm the jurn-
diction of the Central Criminal Courl, murdered Pervcy Thozapson.®’
That 1s what the jury were asked to find  If the defence had «aid,
on behalf of Mrs. Thompson, ‘“ I dud not murder Percy Thomyson
1 had nothmg to do with it; I had no knowlulge of 1, and I was
stunned and horr:fi-d when 1t took place, and [ deiy the prosveavioy
to iniroduce any c¢videuce with which that demial 13 not abmolutely
compatible,” and had resied on that, I do not think you soald have
found a Bntish jury to couvict her. Tor all the evidence
(apart from the letters, with which I shall deal luler) supports the
theory that Mrs. Thompson did not plon or prepare this murder in
any wuwy; that she didl not suggest 1t to Bywaters, and that when
it took place it caused her surprise, horror, and diwtany  There 1
the evidence that she had plunned the next day to go wilh her
husband to Paddingtlon Station to meet a sorvant frem Coinwtdl vhom
they had engaged—the servant who did, 1 fact, arrive on the afler-
noon of the very day on which Thompson was killed  "lher: 1 the
evidence of John Webber, of which 1 think nearly enough was not
made 1n the trial  Ie lived at 59 De Vere Uardenus, [lford, aud at
what mugl, have been the moment of the murder, and 30 or 40 yauds
away [rom the spot where it wus commilied he heard a voice 1aiud
m the silence of the nighi—u woman’s voice, crying, ¢ Oh don’t,
oh don’t!* in the most pilvous munner  Ile war velwngg o bl
but so impressed was he by this cry that he put on his clothes and
went out into the street, wherc he met the little crowd of thies
Lurrymng to the spot where Mrs. Thompson was Loldmg up her
hwband  That is evidence, surely, not that Mrs. Thompson a:sisted
and approved of the crime, but that she triedl to prevent it, yet I
think the only bearing of this evidoence alluded (o by the judue was
that it went Lo prove thal Mrs. Thompmson was provent and a witness
of the murder. Il doer not seem to me thal that ix the true vahue of
this piece of evidence, or that neatly enough weight was given tlo it
as bearng out what I believe Lo have been the fact: thul M.
Thompson, however much she might have desired that a kind Provi-
dence would remove her husbaund from her path, was just as horritied
as any one else when she saw thal the furious assault of Bywaters

upon him was, in facl, a murderous assanlt.
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VIII.

But Mrs Thompson did go inlo the witness-box and tell her
story. IRoughly, 1t was the rame story as Bywaters had told, with
mmor diserepanciss of «lctad windh sve unnaportant. They had
both, naturally, not knoving how far he police were m powsession
of tho facts, and helg destrous not to weriminate one another, made
false or mcomplile stateinenis on arest.  Iul when they came
before o jury they attempted no denisl of the mnm facts: they
attempled to cxplain them.  Dut remember that they werv hoth
trying io explam somethiug whieh, in the light of an ordinary Courl
of law, was mexphicable—namely, the meaning of the fantastio
passages 1 iheir correspondence.  With regard io that comes-
pondence, J think the defence made another mistuke in not having
the whole of the letiers pul in as evidence mstead of that portion
of them selected by the prosecniton.  The effeet of this would
have been twolold The proportion of the  powson and glass”
passages to the whole correspondence would have been seen lo be
very small; whereas the jury had the impresvion that the greator
part of Mrs Thompuon’s correspondenco consinled of discussions
as lo the Dbest and most convenient method of murdermg a
husband  In the second pilace, other mutter would have appeared
which would inevitably have supgesied a very difierent explanation
of many of the passages relating to drgs and poisons. Is it not
clear, on a careful study of these letters, that this unhappy woman
was on more than one occasion, sometimes with the advice and
assistance of Bywalers and sometinmes without it, engaged in iaking
measures 1o counieract the results of intercourse, either with her
hushand or with Bywaters? 'Twrn to the passuge on page 204, and
again to pussages m the letlers which will be found on pages 220,
221, 224, 224, and 226. There is no doubl in my mind as to the
nature of the aclions to which theso letters refer, and the words
‘“daring ’ and ‘‘rigking,”’ of which so much play was made by
prosecuting counsel when they occurred in that finul letter—*‘ I am
still willing to dare all and risk all il you are *’—occur here in quite
ohvious conuection with the other matler. Of course, Sir Ienry Curtis
Bennett was aware of all these passages and of the value they might
have. But there he wns in another dilemma, for if he were io
introduce them and put the construction indicated by them on many
other passages adduced as evidence of murderous intontion, he would
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have had to present his chent to the jury, not only as an adulteress,
but as an abortionist; and he no doubt thought that the prejudice
created in their minds by that admission would outweigh any
advantage to be gamned by such explanalion of the powon passages
as 1t maght afford There agam one may be glad that one had not
to make that decision ; but the meaning of these passages cannot be
ignored by any student of the case, and they throw a very con-
siderable hight on other passages which, withoul that light, are
obscure or inexplicable

IX.

The explanation given by the two accused persons of the in-
crimmating passages 1n the letiers was either that they referred to
a sumcide compact between them, or to the iniention to take what
was to Mrs. Thompson the extreme step of leaving her hushand
and going away with Bywaters, or to (he varous altempts
thut they undoubtedly made to get Thompson to divorce her. Thin
ay these explanations sometimes appeared in Court, they are fmr
thinner when read m print  There are, no doubl, passages which
are quite truly explained by one or other of these answers; but
there are other passages that quite obviously have nothing to do
either with suicide or elopement In my opiuon, the real explan-
tion of the passages relating to dofinite aitempts on the husband’s
life by means of poison, glass, &c., is that these two people were
playing in their letters a very dangerous kind of game, in which
Mrs. Thompson’s too feriile imagmation cast her for the rile of thai
tragic heroine with whose existence in fiction she was very fawmliar,
The most genuine kind of lying in the world is purely fantastic
lying, which arses from a desire to escape from the uninteresting
actualities of life. In this way children lie, telling you of svine
marvellous thing which they have seen or done.  The fact is mercly
that the world as they found it at the moment was not sufficiently
interesting to satisfy their imaginations, and so they mvented a
world that was  So with this woman, Iler life during the long
absences of Bywaters on his voyages was dull compared with the
life that she imagined for herself  For remember this about her;
she was a woman with a single 1dea and ambition: the ambition of
a happy and open union with the man she loved. If there is one

thing that runs like o continuous thread throughout this corre-
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spondence, 1t is that amiition. It was a passion with her; it was
the real inspiration of her Iife at this ime. The question naturally
occurs to any sane person: why did she not leave Thompson and go
and live with Bywaters? The sano person ignores Respectability,
which was her god, and Romance, which was her goddess To
indulge the goddess would have heen to offend the more powerful
god; and there are (uestions of finance entangled with Respectability
which powerfully aliet that deity. Yet the woman to whom open dis-
repute is a deterrent from her dearest wishes would surely be unhkely
to substitute mwder for 1t!  We are here in the very toils of senti-
mentality.  The lesson secms io be that a woman who (akes
Respectability for her god and Remance for hor goddess, and eulists
a praclical young man in their serviee, may possibly find heweelf in
a muorass from which the only extiicaling agent is a rope.

But her passion for a prosperous and respectable uniou was
so greal that what she did apart from it, the way in which she spent
her days, tho way in which she amuied herself, was of very little
importance to her.  She was capable of heing a lively and aausing
companion, and there are many humorows passages in these letter
that suggests her mtolerance of dulness, and the rather mischievous
pleasure she took in shocking people. There are passages on puges
234 and 238 thal aro pmbeulnly illummative of this qualily. She
was o very atbractive woman, and i her business life she was exiremely
capable, and came constantly mio contact with a large cirele of
aequaintunces, among them the buyers in large cstablishments (for
she was o very successful saleswoman), and in the course of this inde-
pendont existence she had many opportunities of amusement, of which
it 18 clear that sho availed herself. It was a method of paswng the
time aud speeding the hours of what was o her the unreal part of
her Life, as apart from the real dream-worll that she entered when
she hegan to write to her lover.  The profound sense of the trivi-
ality and unimportance of cverything she did apart from him
hreathes (hrotgh her nceounls of dances, dinners, expeditions.! 1t
is this sense of proportion, so laching in other ways, which gives
tho light touch to ber little thumbnail skotches, full of wit and
charactorisation, of people that she mit.

1 At ona of these, at Honley, she deserslen howsolf us boing ¢ the guust of an
M.P., Mr. Stanley Baldwin.”’-- K.
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X

There was, of course, every reasca for putting Lywatie:i; m the
witness-box.  He had a story to tell, and he was the only person
who could tell 1t To tell 1t 1 his own words was his ouly possible
chance  But putting Mis. Thompeon in the witners-box was quite
another thing. ler real case wus a mere denial. Instead of that,
the defence were forced to make an altempl to disprove the case
for the prosecution, insiead of leeving them to prove it; and were
also forced to try and prove Mrs. Thompson’s explanations from the
witness-box when they should have been conteni with resiing on
denial. You cannol prove a negative  'lo attempt to do so on
oath 18 Lo lay ycurvell open to a damagiug cross-examination.

Ouly a study of the letters will reveal the iruth about the rela-
tionship belween these two people. In the matiur of influence, I
think that i abscnce hers was the stronger, but when they were
together hiy was obviously the dominating will. ‘ Why will you
never do anything that I ask, darling? You still have your own
way always >’ It 1s obvious thut durmg his last absence he was
becoming less enthusiastic, and attempting to turn the relationship
into a platomcone. I believe him to have beext a virile degenerato,
quite capable of blackmail; and that one reason why he so carelully
kept all these leiters, while she destroyed his, was that if and when
he wanted to get 11d of her he would have something to hold over
ber in the way of threat. Al anyrate, she was obviously terrified
at the thought of losing him, and her last letters revealed this
anxiety. But when he returned and they came together the pussion
flamed out again, and all quesiion of turning it inlo a platonie
friendship vanished in the excitement of their re-union. In the heat
of that excitement the mind of Bywaters forged the intention to put
an end somehow or other to the existing situation. I believe his
account of what happened to be substantially correct, and that it
was in a kind of agony of jealousy and despair that he wsought
Thompson on that night, with the idea of forcing him to come to
some arrangement; and that some tauniing word fanned his joalous
hatred into fury, and that having once struck he siruck again, with
the will and intention to murder.
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X1

Having regard to the way in which the case was conducted and
to the very definite trend of the judge’s summing up, 1t became
increasingly Likely that the jury would find both the prisoners guilty
of murder  Nevertheless, the verdict with regard io Mrs Thompson
came as a shock to most people who heard 1t.  Even then, afte:
sentence had been passed, few people thought that it would actually
be carried out  Bul things loosely or wrongly done 1 the begin-
ning have a way of contmuing ou their course, so that 1t is very
dufficult to give them another direction; and although an extensively
signed petition was piesented to the llome Secretary on behalf of
Mrs Thompson, he found himself in the dilemma which was the
inevitable sequel to the method of the prosccution and the defence.
So much prejudice had been created, the jyury had so evidently been
allowed to take for granied that Mis Thompson was the real mspirer
and ongnator of this crime, that to let her escape the consequences,
while visiting them upon Bywalers, scemed, in the forced and senti-
mental atmosphere concerming wfluence that had been raised, a
matter of gross injustice The 1ecent record of the Home Otfice
with regard to reprieves had not been a fortunate one, and this
particular incident happened at a moment when, in order to justify
past weaknesses, a hittle show of ‘¢ firmness and determination *” was
indicated.  Decent opinion was genuinely shocked and horrified at
the thoughi of Mrs. Thompsou’s execution; but indecent opinion,
which sometimes in matters Iike this seems to have more voice and
more influence, was all for the sensation afforded by the execution of
a young aifid attractive woman whose hands, at anyrate, were 1nno-
cent of blood.

The demeanour of the two tragic prolagonists in the terrible
interval between the rejection of their appeals to the Court of
Criminal Appeal and the day of their death was characteristic of
both. Bywaters was dauntless, self-satisfied, matler-of-fact, and,
apparently, unmoveld and unaffecled by any imaginative sense of
what was m store for him A letter written to hiy mother a few
hours before his execution was as firm, precise, and neal in cal-
graphy, and as conventional and unemotional in content, as that of a
banker acknowledging a deposit.  As far as I kuow, he meither
desived nor attempted io write to Mrs. Thompson, nor she to write
to him: at anyrate the prison regulations permitied uo commt;nica'
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tion between them. They parted in the dock They who had shared
so much, shared the last awful moments of their ordeal; and there-
after never shared anything more, unless they can be said to have
shared the iremendous and simultaneous extinction that awaited
them—him at Pentonville, and her half a mile away ai llolloway—
on the morning of 9th January.

Mrs. Thompson hardly ever spoke of him, or of anything
personal. She lived in prison in the same kind of agonised trance
as had enwrapped her through the trial When her relations visited
her she tried to talk of commonplace and impersonal things. as they
all did, with the result that there musl have been a good deal of
unreality and play-acting about these artificially cheerful interviews.
Only once, when her mother spoke to her about the letters and said,
‘“ How could you write such letters?’’ did she say something of deep
significance in this case—‘‘ No one knows what knd of letiers he
was writing {0 me.”’

He went Lo his death with firmness and assurance ; she was taken
to hers in a slate of collapse, and, I hope, of merciful oblivion. For
on the most sober consideration of the case, her execuiion scems to
have been withoul other than merely legal justification, and to have
been the result of a kind of frozen moral inertia which scized those
whose business and responsibility 1t should have been to avoid an act
that, although technically justifiable on legal grounds, was, in the
considered judgment of sober public opinion, as essentially unjust as
it was inexpedient.

XII.

There wag so much false diagnosis about this case ihat I should
like to make one assertion in ihe name of things as they are, instead
of .as they might be wished, or ought, 10 be. This crime was a con-
sequence of frustrated passon. ¢ Guilty passion’’ the judge and
counsel called it. 'Well, these two people never felt particularly
guilty, but they did feel hampered. Life on £4 or £6 a weck may
afford opportunity for tho birth and development of illegal passion;
it did not in this case afford much opportunily for the indulgence or
satisfaction of it, in more than snatched meetings at a tea shop,
walks in municipal parks, and in that romantic intercourse which
consists in outpourings of the heart on paper. If they had belongod
to another class, where people have leisure and freedom, we should
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never have heard of them except, perhaps, in the Divorce Court.
The sordidness of their case was the killing, not the loving.  That
part of the story was real, and the long letters from ¢ Peidi,”’
telling of her thoughts, her hopes, her trials, the bLooks she was
reading, all those trivial joitings that aie the soul of true and frank
correspondence (and 1t is only a very small part of the letters that
contained the criminal matter), were the expression of a true
emotion ; incomprehensible, perhaps, to people who have forgoiten
(and how soon we forget!) the power of youthful passion, but really
very simple, and possibly pardonable to people who have not for-
gotten

Age is eternally jealous of youth; impotence is jealous of
passion ; law is jealous of liberty; those who have found happiness
within the pale are apt to look with suspicion and musgiving on
those who dare to seek and find happiness without the pale. Intellect
affocts to despise emotion; yet a real and deep emoiion, however
wayward, is a more vital thing than are the sterile and negative
barriers within which, necessarily, but in vain, the social state tries
{0 confine it.  That is why we have Courts of law, for a world
ruled only by emotion would be a dreadful place. The lesson of it
all surely is never to let cmotion escape from ils own sphere, to
wander into the dreadful wilderness that ends m the Court and
the prison house. Mr. Jusiice Shearman frequently reforrod to
Bywaters as ‘‘ the adulterer,’”’ apparenily quite unconscious of the
fact that to people of Bywaters’s generation, erucated in the cthica
of dear labour and cheap pleasuro, of commercinl gport and ihe
dancing hall, adultery is merely a quaini ecclesiastical term for
whai seems io them the great romantic adventure of their lives.
Adultery to such people may or may not be ‘sporting,’”’ but its
wronguness is not o matter that would trouble them for a moment,
Sinai, for them, 18 wrapped in impenetrable cloud. And if we
are not prepared io adapt the laws of Sinai to the principles of
the night club and the tAé dansant, I see no other alternative but
o educaie again our young m the clernal veritics on which the law
is based.
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Leading Dates in the Bywaters and Thompson Case.

1914, —Edith Graydon employed at Carlton & White’s, Londen
1915.  January 15—Percy Thompson married to Edith Graydon. )
1918  Webrnary —Frederick Bywaters joins Meirchant Service
1920 July —The Thompsons move to 41 Kensington Gavdieny, Il'ord,
1921 June —Bywaters goes with them to Shanklm, LW
»s ,» 18—He returns to live with them as a lodger.

August 5—He quairels with Thompson and leaves

Scptember 9—He leaves mn ss Jorew for the Kust (Correspou.eanc
between Bywaters and Mrs "Thompson)

October 20—Bywaters 1cturns to Kngland,
November 3—He viuns the Thompsons.
- December 11—}He sails again 1n the 4orew (Correspondence continued)
1922 January 6—He retuins home
20—1le saals agoan,

LT} »
February } . ,
:: March Correspondence continued
” » 16—Dywalers returns home.
” s 3l—DLywaters sails agamn m the Aorea.
Apdl Y gorrespond binmed
” Mavch } orrespondence continued.

May 25—Bywaters 1eturns i the Vorean.
June 9—Dywalers sails agaan for the last

.Tuly } 4
:: Auggust Correspondence continued.
5 Septumber 23— Byvzul.ters arrives ab Tilbury, worhs on ship, and sleep:
ab home

25—TIe mects Mrs Thompson.
. » 20—He leaves ship and goes to his mother’s home.
October 2—He meets Mrs. Thompson by appomtment.
3—They have tea at Fuller’s, and leave together at 5,15,
Tho Thompsons go to the theatro,
Bywudiers spends the ovening at the (iraydons, and leaves
about 11 p.m.
Peroy Thompson murdered at Ilford about midnight.
4—Mrs. Thompson visited by police 3 a.in.
Bywaters arrives at lus mother’s house early a.m.
Ho goes to town.
Ho spends the ovening al the Uraydons, where hoe ia
arrested. Statement to polico
Mrs. Thompson arrested.
5—She makos a statement.
Post-mortem on the body of Thompsun.
Bywaters is charged, and makes a second statoment.
”» s  9—Enife iound m Beymour (tardens,
. s 12— Letters found i Bywaters's chest on bomd 8.8, Morra,
»  November 8—Thompson’s body exhwmed.  Lost-mortem.
» » —Bywaters and Mrs. Thompson before Magistrate.  Com.
mitted for trial.
»  December ¢-11—Trinl at the Old Bailey
9 » 2]-—App§:a.lslol' Bywntors and Mry, Thompson heard and din-
mii sed.
1923.  January 9—Frederick Bywuters hanged ul Pentonville and Edith.
Thompson at Llolloway

» ”

” »

” ”
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THE TRIAL

WITHIN THE
CENTRAL CRIMINAL COURT,
OLD BAILEY, LONDON,

WEDNESDAY, 6ra DECEMBER, 1922.

Judge—
Mr. JUSTICE SHEARMAN.

Counsel for the Crown—

THE SOLICITOR-GENERAL.
Mr. TravErs HUMPHREYS.
Mr. ROLAND OLIVER.
(Instructed by the Director of Public Prosccutions.)

Oounsel for the Prisoner Frederick Bywuters—

Mr. Ceci. WurrrrLeEY, K.C.
Mr. HUNTLY JENKINS.
Mr. MyLEs ELLIOTT.
(Instructed by Mr. Barrington Matthews.)

Counsel for the Prisoner Edith Thompson—

Sir HENry Curris Bennerr, K.C.
Mr. WALTER FRAMPTON.

Mr. IVOR SNELL.

(Instructed by Mr. F. A. S. Stern.)



[Copy Indsctment No. 1.*
The Ring

AGAINST
FREDERICK EDW? FRANCIS
BYWATERS
AND
EDITH JESSIE THOMPSON.
CexntrAL CRriNAL COURT

Presentment of the Grand Jury.

F. E. ¥ Bywarers and E. J.
THOMPNON are charged with the fol-
lowing offence:—

STATEMENT OF OFFENCE
MURDER.
Particulars of Offence.

F. E F Bywaters and B J
THOMPSON on the 4th day of October,
1922, m the County of Essex, and
within the junsdietion of the Cential
Criminal Court murdered Percy Thomp-
son.

[Copy Indictment No 2+

The Ring

AGAINST

FREDERICK EDW? FRANCIS
BYWATERS

AND
EDITH JESSIE THOMPSON.
CENTRAL ORIMINAL COURT.
Presentment of the Grand Jury.

F. E. F. Bywarers and E. J.
THOMPSON are charged with the fol-
lowing offences :—

Firsr OOUNT :
STATEMENT OF OFFENOR.

Conspiracy to Murder contrary to
see. 4 of the Offences against the
Person Act, 1861.

Porticulars of Offence.

¥, E. F. Brwarers and BE. J
THOMPEON on the 20th day of August,
1921, and on divers days between that
date and the 2nd day of Qctober, 1922,
m the County of Essex, and within the
urisdiction of the Central Criminal

ourt, conspired together to murder
Peroy Thompaon.

*This 13 the Indiciment upon which the
was Convietion. po e

1 The accused were not tried on this,

SEcoND COUNT:
STATEMENT OF OPFENCE

Soheaiting to Murder contrary to sse.
4 of the Offences agamst the Perion
Act, 1861.

Particlars of Offence.

E. J. THOMPSON on the 10th day of
February, 1922, and on divers days
between that day and the 1st day of
QOctober, 1922, 1n the County of Hssex,
and within the jursdiction of the
Central Crimmnal Court, did soheit and
endeavour to persuade and did propose
to F E. F. Bywaters to murder Percy
Thompson.

Toirp COUNT :
STATEMENT OF OFFENCE.
Inating to commit a misdemeanour.
Parbculars of Offence.

E. J. THOMPEON on the 10th day of
February, 1922, and on divers days
between that day and the 1st day of
October, 1922, 1 the County of Essex,
and withm the jurisdiction of the
Central Criminal Court, did unlawfully
soliait and mate F B F. Bywaters
unlawfully to conspire with her, the
said E J Thompson, to murder Percy
Thompson.

FourTH COUNT
STATEMENT OF OFFENCE.

Administermg poison with ntent to
murder contrary to sec 11 of the
Offences agamst the Person Act, 1861.

Partrculars of Offence.

Maroh, 1008 20 the ounty of Hoses:
arch, 1¢ 1n the County of

and within the jumsdiction of the
Central Criminal Court, did administer
to and cause to be taken by Percy
Thompson certain powon or other de-
structive thing unknown with intent
to murder the said Percy Thompson.

Frera Count:
STATEMENT OF OFFENOK.

Administering a destructive thing
with mtent to murder contrary to seo.
11 of the Offences against the Person
Act, 1861.

Particulars of Offence.

g 119;[2? gt e M
pril, m the County of B

and within the urind;c_t?on of the
Central Criminal Court, did administor
to and cause to be iaken by Percy
Thompson & certamn destructive thing,
namely, broken 1131”‘“" with intent to
murder the said Percy Thompson.



First Day—Wednesday, 6th December, 1922,

Mr Warerer—My lord, before the prisoners plead to this
indictment I huve a submission and an application to make, and that
18 that mn the interest of each of these prisoners there should be two
separate trials. The first indictment charges them both as principals
with the murder of Peicy Thompson 1 have had an opportunity
of reading the depositions and the exmbits. In my submussion it
18 clea1 that there must be a question of the admissibility of evidence
which may be evidence against one prisoner and may not be evidence
agawnst the other, and that the introduction of such evidence must
of necessily prejudice the case of the other prisoner.

Sir H. Curris Bawnerr—I desire to associate mysell with the
application of my learned friend

The Sovrorror-GENERAL—I hope that your lordship will refuse
the appheation

Mr. Justice SHEARMAN—I can see no ground for granting the
application.

The Creng of s Counr—Fiederick Edward Fraucis Bywaters
and Edith Jessie Thompson, you are churged logether on indictment
with ihe offence of murder, the particulars being that on the 4th
October in this year you murdered Percy Thompson. Frederick
Edward Francis Bywaters, are you guilty or not guiliy?

The Prisonsr Bywarzrs—Not guilty.

The Crerx or mue Courr—Edith Jessie Thompson, are you
guilty or not guilty?

The Prisonsr THOMPSON—Not guilty.

(The jury were duly sworn.)

S 11, Cormiz Bennerr—My lowd, before the Solicitor-Gencra)
starts to open the case to the jury I have an objection to make to
certain evidence that I understand the Solicitor-General desires io
mention to the jury in lns opening.

Mr. Jusnios Sumanyan—The jury will retire and you can make
your objection.

(The jury relred.)

Siv II. Corris Bennerr—There are two indictments, as your
lordship knows; one indictment charges both the defendanis with
the erime of wilful mnrder, and then there is the second indict-
ment with a numher of counts charging couspiracy io incite murder
and other charges. I understand that the indictment, which is to be
proceeded with is the first indictment. On {hal indictment I under-
stand tho prosecution desire to open to the jury certain letters
which were found in the possession of the defendant Bywators wrillen
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by the defendaut Thompson. I appear for Mrs. Thompson and, on
behalf of Mis Thompson, I object to the opening of those letters to
the jury or, in fact, to the admissibility of those letters at any time
in evidence as against Mrs. Thompson upon the first indictment.

The charge n ihis indictmenti 1s a charge of murder, and, no
doubt, the Solicitor-General is going to suggest to the jury that the
actual blow which was struck was struck by Bywaters I do not
think that he 1s going to suggest that any blow was struck at all
by Mrs, Thompson

Mr. Jusrice SmpanMan—Struck, us I understand by the evidence,
1n the presence of Mrs Thompson.

Sir H. Curms Bewwerr—In the presence of Mis Thompson
Now, the letiers that I am taking objection to contain ceriamn pas-
sages which make il appear that Mrs. Thompson was writing to By-
walers suggesting o him that he should send her certain material
for the purpose of giving it to her husband io cause his death, and
also suggestions that she was herself administering certain things
10 her husband I submit that the admissibility of lelters such as
those cannot be acceded to until the prosecution have, first of all,
showed thait Mrs. Thompson took some aciive part in the murder,
if 1t was murder, of her husband.

Mr. Jusricr SemarMAN—That is for the jury to decide, tho
matler of conspiracy.

S H. Curms Bewwerr—TYes, my lord If there were some
act. committed by Mrs Thorpson, the proseculion might then argue
to your lordship that they were entitled to put these letlers
evidence, either o show intent to rebul the defence of accident, or
to show a system; bul, until some act, some definite act, is proved
by the prosecution as against Mrs Thompson, then I submit that
all these letters go to show is that if the letiers really mean what
they are said to mean, Mrs Thompson is a person who would not
be likely to commit the offence which is charged against her.

Mr. Justiom Smeanman—I wish you would give me a samplo,
because a great many of the letters contain quite diffcrent mattery,
I mean matters of afiection showing the relations between the parties.
Do you object Lo theso too?

Sir H. Curris Bennerr—In some letters, where there is matter
which I object 10, there is also a great deal of matier which I should
really welcome, but I cannot, of course, say that part of a letier
is evidence and part is not.

Mr. Jostice Semarman—You are at presenti arguing on letiers
which are suggesting a desive to kill this man or give assistance in
killing him  (ive me an example

Sir H. Curris Benwerr—Exhibit 18 is one. ‘I took possession
of it, and when he missed it and asked me for it T refused to give it
him,”” &c. (reads) That is a sample. Iwas submitting that evidence
of that sort is only admissible against Mrs Thompson for the purpose
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of showing either that some act of hers was done with intent, or
that that act was part of a sysiem, or to rebut the defence that it
was an accidental act on her part. Your lordship will remember,
as having been one of the Court, that this matier was fully dis-
cussed in the case of The Kwng v Armsirong which was heard in
the Court of Criminal Appeal. The decision was that Armstrong
having been in possession of arsenic at a iime when his wife, in
fact, died, the prosecution were entitled to say, ‘‘ You were not in
innocent possession, as you say you were, of that arsemic, and we
can show that you were noi In mnocent possession of 1t because,
in the month of October, your wife having died in February, you
were using 1t agamn for the purpose of trying to kill some onec.”
That was the decision in that case, but there, of course, there was
the evidence that Armstrong was in possession of poison, and it
was the defence of Armstrong that he was in innocent possession
of such powson, and, therefore, it was necessary 1o show from the
point of view of the proseculion that that defence which Armstrong
was putting forward was a defence which was noi a irue defence
upon the evidence which they had available 1o put before the jury,
and so the Court of Criminal Appeal held. Now, in my submssion,
this is a very different case. I am in this difficuliy; T do not know
how the Solicitor-General is going to open 1lus case to the jury.

Mr Justicr SHEARMAN—Only in one indictment It 18 a very
difficult question when evidence becomes admissible in rebutial of
defence Putting ihat amde aliogether, 1s not this particular matte:
evidence of fclonious intent? T am putting aside the question which
you and I will both take care of , evidence against one prisoner is not
evidence against another; that, I think, the jury will fully under-
stand before the case is over. But is not this emidence of a felonious
intention of this lady who, il is alleged, was present al the murder?

Sir H. Currrs Benvarr—Nol upon this indictment. It would
be evidence, I agree, and I should not he able to objeci to these
letters upon the second indictment. Supposing these letters really
mean what upon the face of them ihey look to mean. This letter
that T am referring you to (exhibit 18) was in fact written on 24th
April of this year Now, the death of Mr. Thompson took place in
the early morning of 4ith October of this year. Can it be possibly
said that a letter written, even if il does mean whai it looks to mean
on the face of i, upon 24th April of this year can be evidence that
upon 4th October Mrs. Thompson, who certainly siruck no blow,
was & party to the killing of her hushand six months after? There
is surely a locus penitentie for every one, and if a letier is wrilten
and is even meant to convey that Mrs. Thompson was anxious in
April that her husband should die, can it possibly be said to be
evidence that she, although present and not striking any blow upon
4th October, was in fact a party, a principal, to the killing of her
husband? 1 submit not.
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Mr. Justior SEEARMAN—It is conceivable, is it not, that she was
not a principal in the first degree, but 1n the second degree? Ii
makes no difference

Sir H. Curms Benwerr—No, my lord It is conceivable, of
course, that the case for ithe proseculion may be presenied either
that she was a principal in the second degrce, or an accessory belore
the fact, and I want to deal with 1t upon that basis, because 1 assume
that that is the way 1t may be put.

Mr. Justior SHrRARMAN—ADN accessory before the fact—you will
(tiorrect me 1if I am wrong—in fact hecomes a principal in the second

egree.

Sir H Cunris Bennerr—If present she would become a principal
in the second degree; if not present and had taken some previous
part in the maiter, then she would be an accessory before the fact.
It is really an academic quesiion, the position of Mrs. Thompson.
But, the fact remains that the prosecution desire to pul this letter
and other letters of a similar sori, over dates which vary from
November, 1921, until August, 1922, before the jury for the purpose,
not of showing that something which Mis Thompson did coustituted
murder, but of proving, as they suggest, that she was gulty of
murder. These leiters, in my submission, are the only ovidence
of murder (if they were evidence) as against Mrs Thompson at. all.
The whole of ihe rest of the evidence relating o that mghi of 3rd
October and the carly morning of 4th October is absolulcly con-
sistent with Mrs. Thompson having been iaken by surprise in the
attack which was made upon her husband, and knowing nothing
whatever ahout il at all. If the prosecution can show some act by
Mrs. Thompson which has to have light thrown upon it to show
whether or nol 1t 18 an innocent act or a guilty act, then thost
letters might be admissible; but hefore they become admissible
they have got to show some such ntent, and 1n my submission the
wriling of those letlers months before October is ioo distant from
the date of the alleged erime, and cannot be said {o be evidence as
to what Mrs. Thompson was doing upon 3rd October.

Mr. Cecin WarreLey—On behalf of Bywaiers I also wish io
object.

Mr. Jusmioe SuparMaN—There are some leiters wrilten by him.

Mr. Crorn Wmrnrnev—There are only three letters writien by
Bywaters, and I have no objections to their admissiinlity On the
subject that the letters writlen hy Mrs. Thompson which were found
in the possession of Bywaters oughl not to be admitted in evidence
in this case, my grounds for making the submission are quite shortly
these—The fact that they were in lus possession is, of course, no
answer by the prosecution until the prosecution can show that the
contents of those leilers really are relevant to the issue which is
before the jury. Now, I do not suppose it is going to he suggested
that they are beiug pul in on the question of identily. Your lordship

6



Discussion on the Letters.

will remember the decision in Thompson in the House of Lords. I
do not suggest that is the ground on which 1t is suggested, because
there is no question of identity; therefore the only possible ground
on which they can be admitted 1s on the ground of felonious intent.

Mr. JusTice SmearvaN—Is your contention at present that they
are not evidence against your client, or not evidence al all?

Mr. Crom WrrrsLeYy—They are not evidence against my client
or at all, because the effect of those letters by Mrs. Thompson in
January to May of this yecar is too remote for there io be any con-
nection between what 1s said in those letters and the assault on the
deceased man 1n the carly morning of 4th October.

The Soriorror-GeNeraAl—My learned friend, Sir H. Curlis
Bennett, has 1aken two objections, as I understand it. One of them
is that the letters are not admssible hecause they are noi evidence
against his client, and the second objection is one which I should
have thought was more for the jury ihan your lordship—as to their
weight

ng. Jusmice SEEaRMAN—That is for the jury.

The Soricrron-GeNerat—The question is, are they admissiblef

Mr. Jusrion SEBanMAN—First of all, are they admussible against
the lady?

The Soricrron-GrNrrAL—As regards Mrs Thompson, T submit
they are admissible because she is being charged as a principal in
the second degree, and they are admissible 10 show thai she gave the
incitement without which we say the murder would not have heen
committed, and that 18 the way in which she is broughi into the
case. She is indicted, as the law permits, as a principal in the
murder, although she did not sirike the blow. The crime i one
where one hand sitruck the blow, and we want to show by these
lotters that her mind conceiverll il and incited 1 ; the evidence of
that is the letters thai Mrs. Thompson wrole io the man who struck
the blow. The case of The King v. Armstrong is, as your lordship
said, a very different case indeed There it was a question as to
whether letters or evidence which showed a crime against B had
been contemplated was in any way cvidence against A, and it was
said that a certmin foundation ought io be laid hefore you could
bring evidence of the other matters. That is not the case here.
Those letiers are evidence of the particular crime which is charged,
namely, that she prompted the crime and incited the crime, and she
is therefore a principal in the sccond degree. As against Bywaters,
the lotters are found in his possession ; they are evidence of motive.

Mr. Jusmion Smpanwan—You will, of course, prove that he
received them. You say they are evidenco against her; on whal
ground ?

The Sorioiron-Ganmear—I say they are ovidence against her
because he received them; it is then a question as to whether we
ought to aitach any weight to them, but it is certain he received
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them and that he kept them; it is evidence of motive and intention,
and the letters may be necessary, and, indeed, in this case are
necessary.

Mr. Justicr SEmArMAN—I] think they are evidence of intention
and motive. It is a very difficult question.

Sir H. Curris BenneTT—As I understand, the reason given
for the admissibility of this evidence is that these letters show a
direct incitement to this crime Now, ihe leiters may upon the
face of them show incitement to the crime of either poisoning or
destroying Mr. Thompson by means of giving him glass. In my
submission, there must be some nexus between those letters and
what they contain and the killing as it took place. The killing
which is alleged to have been murder took place by a stab, as is
alleged, by Bywaters on Mr Thompson. Now, where is the con-
nection between that act of murder and these letters which are
written months beforehand? In my submission, there is no nexus
between them at all, and the proper way to deal with these letters
is to deal with them under an indictment which actually charges
a direct incitement, to use my friend’s words, {0 murder. Upon
that indictment, clearly admissible; upon this indictment, in my
submission, not.

Mr. Justios SEEARMAN—I think these letters, letters such as
the ones to which Sir Henry Curtis Bennett referred, are admissible
as evidence of intention and evidence of motive, and I shall admit
them. Objection can be taken 1n the proper way when they come
up. Only one other matier. I do not think you can contest the
letlers showing the affectionate relations between the parties aie
not evidence of motive in so far as they show affection.

Sir H. Curris Bexnerr—The letters, as I have pointed out,
contain both.

Mr. JusTioE SEEARMAN—You cannot object to them in that way?

Sir H. Curris BenNeTT—I am objecting io them on that
ground.

(The jury returned into Court.)

Opening Statement for the Crown.

The Sorzorror-GENERAL—May 11 please your lordship, members
of the jury—on 4th October, a little after miduight, Percy Thompson
was stabbed to death on his way home from Ilford station, near
which he lived. He was in a dark part of a road, not ovor-well lit
at the best of times, when he was struck, firel of all, apparently,
from behind, and then in front, by some assailant. The only
person present was his wife, Mrs. Thompson, who is now in the
dock. She is charged with Bywaters, who is said by the prose-
cution to have been the assailant, with the murder of Percy

8



Sir Thomas Inskip, K.C.,
Sohettor-Cleneral







Opening Statement for the Crown.
The Solicitor-General
Thompson. You will be able to distinguish as 1o the relevancy of
the evidence as between Bywaters and Mrs Thompson. I give you
that warning before I come to the facts in order that you may
the more closely, 1f possible, follow thoe evidence which I shall open,
and which shall be given. I ask you to disnuss from your minds
any suggestions that you may huve heard ahbout the case 1n other
laces.

P The deceased mnan, Percy Thompson, aged thiriy-two, was a
shipping clerk, and had leen engaged with the same firm for
twelve or thirteen years He married in January, 1915, Miss
Graydon, whose parenis were living at Manor Park There are
no children of the marriage. Mr and Mrs. Thompson lived at two
or three different places afler their marriage, and at the time of the
mecident that T am going to refer to they were residing at 41 Een-
sington Gardens, Ilford, which they had bought in July, 1920.
Mrs. Lester, who had oceupied the house previously, continued to
live there as a lodger. Mrs Thompson was a little younger than
her husband—she is lwenty-eight years old now—and, perhaps
because there wore no children, or for other reasons, she was carry-
ing on her cmployment with a firm of wholesale milliners in Alders-
gate Strect, being book-keepor and manageress for the firm, and a
capahle and mdustrious servant.

The prisoner Bywalers is only twenty years of age. He
was engaged for some time in the service of the P. & O. Company
on the ‘“ Morea ”’ as o laundry steward, und his employiment neces-
mitated his absence from England for considerable periods.  When
in thig country he lived with his mother, Mrs Bywaters, who al
one time resided in Manor Park. At the time of the incident
with which we are concerned his mother had removed to Upper
Norwood. Bywalors, whose ship came to Tilbury Dock, found it
more convenient to live with the Graydons at Manor Park, and in
that way, no doubt, he became acquainted with Mrs. Thompson.
Ilo had alse heen al school with the Graydons. The acquaintance
of Bywalers with the Thompsons became more intimale after a
certain dale in 1921. [In June of that year he accompanied them
on & holiday 1o Shanklin, in the Isle of Wight. Ie returned with
them 1o their house al Iford, and continued o stay with them
until some date in Augusl, when an incident happened which
made him desire 1o leave, and Mr. Thompson to direct thati he
should leave, tho house. It appeared that the relations between
Mr. and Mrs. Thompsou, formerly huppy, had become less happy,
and there wag n quarrel between them which resulted in Bywators
leaving their house. On 21ul, September Bywalers lelt in his ship,
returning in the aulumm and departing again in November,
Aboul this time there were n number of lolters wrilten hy Mrs.
Thompson to Bywaters, the origin of which may bave been the
holiday in 1921, T say that heenuse throughout these letiers there
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is a constant return to a certain date—27th June, 1921—mentioned
by Mrs. Thompson as a date which marked a crisis or change in
the relations between her and Bywaters Whether that was the
origin of what happened afierwards or not is not necessary for
you to decide. = The fact of importance for the moment is that
during his absence there was a passionate and ardent correspondence
between these two persons which showed thai they were engaged,
or intended io engage, in an intrigue. Of course, Mrs. Thompson
still lived with her husband, buti the leiters, as I have said, were
of a passionate nalure All these letters were found in the posses-
sion of Bywalers by the police, and taken from his pocket or from
his room where he lived with his mother on ihe day or day after
the murder, or found in a ‘ ditty box >’ on the ship There 18
one letter which 1 wish to read. It bears no date, and it refers
to one incident 1n conneclion wilh racing which cnables the prose-
cution to fix un approximate date Il appears to have been written
1o Bywaters when he was some distance {rom the United Kingdom.
It was writlen, as the prosecution know from the racing 1incident
referred to, after the running of the November [andicap, which
was on 20th November, 1921, and the internal evidence in ihe leiier
shows that it was writien before Christmas. In that lelier (exhibit
27) there appears the following :—

‘Tt 1s the man who has no mght, who generally comforts the woman
who has wrongs' This 18 also right darlmt sn't 1t? as things are, but
darlint, 1t’s nol always gong to be is it? You will bave the right soon
won't you?! Say yes

There is & more significani passage in the letter, the first of
many such, indicative of the intention or desire on the part of the
writer to take active measures It is for you, members of the jury,
to say what this passage means—

The time goes slowly enough m all conscience—I don’t scem to care who
spends the money, as long as 11 helps me to dance through the hours. 1
had the wroag Porridge to-day, but I dont suppose 1t will matier, I doni
reem to care much either way. You’ll probably say I'm careless and 1
admit 1 am, but I dont care—do you?

The wnexpectedness of the passage, the inappropriaieness of
that passage as it stands, is startling It will be for you lo say
whether the line of thought thai was in Mrs Thompson’s mind
was that the existence of her husband was o bar to the happiness
she thought she could atiain.

I turn now to a letter of 31d January (exhibut 13), in which
Mrs. Thompson says—

Immediately I have received a second lotter, I have destroyed the first
and when I got the third I desiroyed the second and so on, now the only
one I have is the ‘“ Dear Edie”’ vne written to 41.
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Let me here explain thal 41 is the number of the house in
Kensington Gardens, Ilford, where Mrs Thompson lived. I
should add that she sometimes received letters at Aldersgate Street.

The only one 1 have 1s the ¢ Dear Edie’ one written to 41, which I
am gomng to keep It may be useful, who knows? . . . I've sur-
rendered to him unconditionally now—do you understand me? I thmnk it
the best way to disarm any suspicion, in fact he has several times asked
me 1if I am happy now, and I've said ‘ Yes quite ° but you know thal’s not
the truth, dont you

When she says ‘‘ surrendered to him ’ she is undoubtedly
referring to her husband. In another part of the letler she says,
“ You won’t always be ¢ the man with no right,” will you—tell me
you won’t.”” Some of the passages are indicative of nothing more
than guilty passion between the parties, but the lelters are im-
portant when you come to decide the question ag to whether Mrs.
Thompson had any reason to get rid of her hushand

Bywaters was at home on 7th January, and left. again on the
20th. While he wag at hone no lotlers, so far as is known, passed
between the pairties Soon after he left the leilers began again.
I read now from tho lelier of 10th February (exhibit 15)—

Darlmt—~You must do something this time—I'm nob really unpatient—
but opportunities come aud go by—they have to—bhecause I'm helpless and
I think and think and think—perhaps—it will never come again .
On Wednesday we had words—m bhed—Oh you know darhint—over that same
old subject and he said—it was all through you I'd altered . About
2 am le woke me up and asked for water as he felt il 1 got it for him
and asked him whait the matter was and this 18 what he told me—whether
1ts the truth I dont know or whether he did 1t to frighten me, anyway 1t
didn't  Ho said—someone he knows m town (not the man I previously
told you abont) had given him a prescription for a draught for insommia
and he’d had 1l made up and taken 1t and it made him 111  He certainly
looked ill and his eyes were glussy  I've hunted for the snd preseription
averywhere and cant find 1t and asked him what he had done with it and he
said the chemust kept it 1 told Avis about the incident only 1 told her as
if 1t frightened and worried me as I thought perhaps it might be useful at
some fulure time that { hud told somebody. What do you thnk, darlint.

The passage is perhaps dark, bui light is thrown on it by a
later paragraph, which reads—

It would be so easy darlint—if I had things—I do hope I shall.

One of the features of the case is the number and character of
the newspaper cuttings that have heen found They are cuttings
of a very great varioty.

Mr. JusTior SueanMaN—Sent io Bywaters?

The Soticrron-(iaNerat—Yes. Along with the letier dated 10th
February there was a newspaper cuiting reforring {o the poisoning
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of & curate and his household by hyoscine. In the same letter there
was another newspaper cutting headed ‘‘ Poisoned chocolates for
University Chief. Deadly powder posted to Oxzford Chancellor.
Ground glass in box ”’ I ask you to notice the latter phrase.
Another letter coniained a cutting, ‘ Beautiful Dancer Drugged.
Visit to Chinese Restaurant,”’ giving an account of the poisoning of
a woman by cocaine who was suspected of having had cyanide of
potassium administered to her 1 ask you carefully to note thai in
her letter of 22nd February (exhibat 16) she writes—

I suppose 11, 18nt possible for you to send 1t to me—not at all possible,
I do so chafe al wasting time darhni

What ‘it *’ refers to 1s entirely for you, and whether it has
any sigmficance I leave to your determination. You will distinguish
between expressions of devolion and those which appear to indicate
an intention to gel rid of the husband That is the letter contain-
ing the cutting about the death of a ‘° Beautiful Dancer.”’

On 14th March she writes again, exhibit 20—

I ask you agam to think out all the plans and methods for me I wait
and wait so anxiously now—for the time when we’ll be with each other
even though 1t is only once—for ‘ one little hour.’

With this letter there was euclosed a newspaper cutting which
had reference to another poisoning case It will be for you to say
what she indicated In March Bywatets relurned to ihis couniry
and sailed again at the end of the month. The letters then indi-
cated the strength of tho desire and a greater determumnation on
the part of Mrs Thompson io take action against her husband. On
31sl March, the day Bywaters sailed, when you might expect passion
to be at its height, she wrote (exhibit 50)—

After tomght I am going to die . . . not really . . . bhut pub

on the mask agamn darhnt until the 26th May—doesn't 1t seem years and
years away? It does to me and I'll hope and hope all the time that I'll

never have to wear the mask any more after tlus time. . . . This time
really will be the last you will go away—hke things are, won’t it? Wao
said it before darlint I know and we faled . . but there will be no

failure this next time darlint, there mustn’t be—I'm iolling you—-if things
are the same again then I am going with you—wherever 1t is—if 1ts to sea-—
I am commng tou and if 1t 18 o nowhere—I'm also coming darlint. You'll
never leave me behind agan, never, unless things are different

In that leiler two possibilities are presented. 1 suggest that
the phrase ‘¢ if things are the same again >’ means ‘‘ if my hushand
is still alive, and 1 cannot he wilth you except by leaviug him, I
will go with you.”” In the other case how were things to be different
except by the destruction of her husband’s life?

The next letter is a long and ardent one, and it contains pas-
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sages of great importance. I refer to the letter of 1lst April, ex
hibit 17, where the following appears'—

Don't keep this piece. About the Marconigram—do you mean one
saying Yes or No, because I shant sead 1t darlint I'm noi going to try any
more until you come back I made up my mind about this last Thursday
He was telling his mother etc the circumstances of my ¢ Sunday morning
escapade * and he puts great stress on the fact of the tea tasting bitter ©as
1f something had been put 1n 1’ he says Now I think whatever else I try
1t 1 agam will still taste bitter—he will recognise it and be more suspicious
still and 1f the quantity 1s stall not successful 1t will mjure any chance 1
may have of trying when you come home Do you understand? I thought
a lot about what you said of Dan Darhnt, don’t trust him—I don’t mean
don’t tell him anything because I know you never would—What I mean 1s
don’t let him be suspicious of you regarding that—because 1f we were suc-
cessful 1n the action—darhini circumstances may afterwards make us wani
wany friends—or helpers and we must have no enemics—or even people
that know a little too much. Remember the saying ¢ A httle knowledge ir
a dangerous thing’ Darlmi we’ll have no ome to help us in the world
now and we mustn’t mako enemies unnecessarily He says—to his people—
he fought and fought with himself to keep conscious—* I'll never die,
except naturally—I'm lke a cat with mmne lives ' he said and detaied to
them an occasion when he was young and nearly suffocated by gas fumes 1
wish we had not gob electric hight—it would be easy I'm gomg to try
the glass agamn occasionally—when 1t 1s safe. I've got an electric light globe
this tume

In the letter of 24th April, exhibit 18, Mrs. Thompson writes—

I used the ‘“ Light bulb  three times, but the third tune—he found a
prece—so I have given it up—until you come home.

That is ithe suggesiion carried into effect You are uot being
asked {o say whether she attempted to poison her husband; all you
are asked lo consiler is whether Mrs. Thompson incited By-
walers to kill her husband, and the letiers are importaut from that
point of vigw. They are important to show that she so worked
and preyed on ihe mind of this young man by her suggestions that,
although it was his hand that struck the blow, it was her mind
that conceived ihe crime.

On 1st May sho wrote to Bywaters at Port Said, evhibit 19—

I don't think we're failures in other things and we musn’t be i this.
We musn’t give up as wo smd. No, we shall have to wait 1if we fail
agein. Darlint, Fate can’t always turn against us and if 1t is we must
fight 1t—You and I are strong mnow We must bhe strongor.
Wo must learn to be patieni. . You said it was enough for
an elephant. Perhaps it was. But you don’t allow for tho taste making
only a small quantity to be taken It sounded liko a reproach was it moant
to be? Darlint I tried hard—you won’t know how hard—because you
weren't there to see and I can’t tell you all—but T did—I do want you to
believe I did for both of us. . . . 1 was buoyed up with the hope of
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the “light bulb”’ and I used a lot—big pieces too—not powdered—and
it has no effect—I quite expected to be able to send that cable—but no—
nothing has happened from 1t and now your letter tclls me about the bitter
taste agamn. Obh darlmt, I do feel so down and unhappy. Wouldn’t the
stuft make small pills coated together with soap and dipped m
lLiquorice powder—like Beechams—try while you’re away Our Boy had
to have his thumb operated on because he had a piece of glass in 1t that’s
what made me try that method again—but I suppose as you say he 1s not
normal I know I feel I shall never get him to tuke a sufficient guantity
of anything bitter. No I haven’t forgotien the key I iold you before

. If ever we aie lucky enough to be happy darling 1'll love you such
a. lot I always show you how much I love you for all you do for me
. All thal lymng and scheming and subterfuge to obtain one hitle
hour 1 each day—when by right of nature and our love we should Le
together for all the twenty-four mn every day

What effect would letlers of this soat have on a young man
whose affections she was engaging? On 18th May (exhibut 22) she
makes yet another of the almost innumerable suggestions to encom-
pass her husband’s desth. This time the suggestion comes from a
book that members of the jury may possibly have vead, writien by
Robert Hichens, ‘“ Belln Donna.’” She quotes lhe following from
it—

I{ must be remembered that digilalin 1s a cumulative poison and that
:lbedlsa.me dose harmless 1f taken once, yet frequently repeated, becomes
eadly

The letler goes on—*“1Is il auy use?’ She velers coustantly
to this book and the lesson it 18 to teach to them as a possible
mothod of taking her husband’s life. On 23rd May (eshibit 23)
she says—

I'd hke you to read ‘ Bella Donna ™ first you may learn sumething
from it to help us, then yon can read ‘‘ The Fruitful Vine.”

On 9th June Bywalers went away and (did not return until the
following September. On 13th June she wriles (exhubit 24) about
an apparent illness of her hushund—

Darhngest Boy—I'm trying very hard—very very hard to B.B.* T kunow
my pal wants me to. On Thursday—ho was on ihe¢ ottoman at the fuot of
the bed and smd he was dymg and wanted to—he had another heart abtack-—
thro me. Darlint T had to laugh at this because I knew it couldn't be
s heart attack. When he saw this had no clfect on me—~he got up and
stormod—1I said exactly whal you told me o and he replied that he lknew
that’s what 1 wanted and he wasnt going Lo give it to me—il would
make thiogs far too easy for both of you (meanmg you and me).

It may be suggested that there is nothing to show any want of

e s v et o —

* B.B. apparently means “ be brave.”—Hd.
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harmony between Mr. and Mis. Thompson except natural quarrels.
After reading that passage it does appear that there was a bitter
antagonism There 1s a postseript to Mrs. Thompson’s letter of
4th July (exhibit 26)—*‘ Have you studied bichloride of mercury,’’
which I am told is a deadly poison There is another letter in
which there 1s refcrence io a passage im ‘‘ Romance >’ where she
says—

Then we were pals—this year we seem no further advanced. Why

should you not send me something? You still have your own way always.
If 1 do not mind the risk why should you

There 18 in that conneclion a more significant passage in which
it appears that she was the dominating influence in the crime. She
was 28, and the man was only 20. The lelier 1n question contains
the following :—

From then onwards everything has gone well with our lives : Darhnt
I should not mind if I could foel some day I could .nake up to you for
some of the unhappiness I have cost you—I feel 1t shall come right but
there is no conviction 1n 1t, why cannol we see into the fuiure

I suggest that through the correspondence it becomes clear that
1t was Mrs Thompson who was urging Bywaters on lo commit the
crime 1n some way or other m order to secure the happiness upon
which her passion was sel. Ile may have been reluclani or not,
but can you, members of ithe jury, have any doubi afler hearing
these leiters that she was mnotl reluctant? The {ime comes when
apparently she 18 determined that there shall be a culmination of
the whole idea. It appeared that the man was cooling in his affec-
iion, or passion, or his readiness to commit the crime. He was
approaching this country aud in a letter (exhibit 28) she says, I
think I am fearfully disappointed aboul you mnot gelting in on
Friday.”” She also refers 1o it being 109 days since she has seen
him. Further on in that letter she says—

Darlingest boy,—I dont quite undersiand you about * Pals.”  You
say “Can we he Puls only, Peidi, 1t will make 1t easier” Do you
mean for always? because if you do, No, No, a thousand times. We can’t
be “puls” only for always darlnt 1ts imposamble physically and
menially It must bo still ‘ the hope of all’’ or *‘the fimsh of
all.” Tf you still only mean for s certaun time and you think 1t best,
darlint 1t shall be so~-I don’t see how it will be ensier nmyself .
You sound very despondent when you say about * Time passes and with it
some of the pain—Fate ordained our lot to be hurd ” Does some of ihe
pain you feel pass with time? Perhaps it does —things scem so much
easier to forgot with a man—his environment is always differeni—but with
a woman it’s always the same. Darhnt my pain gots less and less bear-
able—it hurts more and more every day, every hour really. . . . No, 1
don't think the man who mistook me for “ Romance ' wan decent darlint,
but I do think he was quite genuwine m mistaking me, I don’t think it
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was a ruse on his part Yes, darlint you are jealous of him—but I want
you to be—he has the right by law to all that you have the right to by
natore and love—yes darlint be jealous, so much that you will do some-
thiag desperate

Bywaters’ ship arrives at Tilbury on 23rd September, and she
sends him a telegram, ‘‘ Can you meect Peidi Broadway 4 p.m.”
That she was not, content even then to leave the man alone appears
from another newspaper exlract dated 20th September, headed
¢ Chicken Broth death  Rat poison consumed by fowl kills woman
This was a reference to the death of a woman who was said to have
taken poison in chicken broth There 1s no doubt that Mrs. Thomp-
son and Bywaters did meet on 2ith September and the death of Percy
Thompson took place on 4th Oclober They met outside the premises
where Mrs. Thompson was employed Bywaters was scen by a Mrs.
Vallender outside the premises and they were seen afterwards in
Fuller’s shop. Ii seems that on the Sunday or Monday before the
crime Mrs Thompson wrote o Bywaiers. The letter (exhibit 60) is
undaied, and it commences—

Darlingest lover of mine, thank you, thank you, oh thank you a
thousand times lor Fruday—ib was Jovely- its always lovely to go out
with you And then Saturday—yes T did feel happy . All Saturday
evening I was thinking about you . L tmed so hard to find o way
out of to-might darlingest but he was suspieious and still w—T suppose we
must make a study of this decert for some time longer I hate at. . . .
Don’t forget what we tallzed m the Tea Room, PII stall 18k and iry of
you wul—we only have 3} ycars left darlingest.

That 18 u rather cryptic reference to a period that Mrs. "Thompson
mentions more than once. She speaks sometimes of four years;
then fifieen months have passed, nnd now she says there are three
and three-quarter years. I ask—what, did they talk about in the
tearcom? I puit 1t that ihere was a long course of suggestion-
resulting in a desire 1o escape from the position, and a fresh suggoes-
tion wag made m the tearoom On 2ud October, in the morumng,
Bywaters wus rung up by a woman. Mrs. Bywaters answeied the
telephone and Bywaters was summoned to it. [le lefi the house that
morning, and was seen with Mrs Thompson in the afternoon. On
3rd October Bywaters was agam rung up on the telephone. IHe left
the house, wearing a grey overcoal, and was seen with Mrs. Thompson
at Fuller’s between four o'clock and 6.15, at which hour they Jeft the
ghop together. Ile spent the evening at the Graydons’ house while
Mr. and Mrs. Thompson woent to a theatre with a Mr. and Mrs.
Laxton, Mr. Laxton being an uncle of Mrs. Thompson. Mr, and Mrs.
Thompson went back to Ilford after the performance. (The Solicitor-
General described the circumstances of the attack on Mr. Thompson
and pointed out thai, there were mo signs of a struggle.) Other
theatre-goers were attracted to the spot and heard Mrs. Thompson
exclaim, *“ Oh, my God, will you help me? My husband is dying.”’
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Referiing to the occasion when at Ilford police station Mrs.
Thompson saw Bywaters, the Solicitor-General said—She was much
agitated and exclaimed ‘“ My God, what can I do? Why did he do
it? I did not want him to do1t I must tell the truth. I saw my
husband strugghng with Freddy Bywaters.”” Bywaters at first de-
clared that he knew nothing about the matter, but when told that
Mrs. Thompson was being charged with him, he said ¢ Why Mrs.
Thompson? She was not aware of my movemeuts. I met Mr. and
Mrs Thompson in the road I said io him, ¢ You have got to separato
from your wile’ 1e said, ‘ No’ [ sad, ‘ Yes.” We struggled,
and I took my kwfe from my pocket We fought and he goi the
worst of 1t She must have been spellbound as [ never saw her move.
The 1cason I fought Thompson is because he never acled like a man
to his wife I could not go on seeing her hive like she did. I did
not ntend to kill but only 1o mnjure him *’

A post-mortem esamination showed that there were practically
no traces of any poison There was a trace of morphine, but the
presence of that might be due 1o other reasous, and 1t has no signifi-
cance in the case Nor was there any irace of glass in the body.

(The Solicitor-General read the statements by the accused.) T
suggest to you, members of Lhe jury, that you will have to consider
whether the hand that struck the blow was moved, was incited, io
the crime by Mrs. Thompson It 1s no answer that ithe whole of
the incitement, should come from Mrs. Thompson. It may be ithat
the passion of the young man may have led him in that direction.
There is the undoubled evidence in the letters upon which you can
find thal there was a preconcerted meeting between Mrs. Thompson
and Bywaters ai the place; bul supposing you were not wholly
satisfied that there was a conspiracy made io effect the murder at
this place and time, if you are salisfied that Mrs. Thompson incited
the murder and that, inciled and directed by her controlling hand,
Bywaters committed the murder, then il will be my duty to ask you,
after hearing the evidence, 10 find her who incited and proposed the
murder as guilly as Bywaiers who committed it.

Evidence for the Prosecution.

Jomn Amsrosm Hmnry LAxroN, examined by Mr. Travegrs
Huurmreys—I live at South Totlenham. The deceased Percy
Thompson was my nephew by marriage. From time to time I met
him and his wife, the prisoner Thompson. On Tuesday, 3rd
October, I met them both by arrangement at the Criterion Theatre;
I ihink the arrangement was made by my wife about a week or a
fortnight heforehand. After the performance was over we left
Mr. and Mrs. Thompson at the Piccadilly Tube station, about
quarter to eleven or eleven o’clock. They were going io Liverpool
Street, and weni down a different lift from what we did.
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Cross-examined by Sir H Curris Bennerr—I had gone on
several occasions before to the theatre with Mr. and Mrs Thompeon.
So far as I could see, they appeared io be on good terms. The
party upon the particular evening to which I have spoken was an
ordinary happy theatre party, and when Mr. and Mrs Thowpson
left us at the tube station they appeared to be upon their usual
terms.

RosErT TavLOR, examined by Mr Roranp Orivir—I amn a
police consiable of the K Division, and am accustomed 10 making
plans I have prcpared a plan of the neighbourhood of Belgrave
Road and Kensington Gardens, Ilford, which 1s now produced I
have shown by dois the aclual scene of the crime, nearly half-way
between Endsleigh Gardens and Kensinglon Gardens. I also show
the street lampe in the noighbourhood. The place where the uciuul
killing was done is a dark part of the road at night. The spoi I
have maiked on the plan as the scene of killing is only B4 yards
ifrom Thompson’s house, 41 Kensington Gardens At this pomt
the pavement is 7 feet wide, and the roadway is 26 feei wide.

Dora Finon PirTaRD, examined by Mr. Travers Lumpuniys—-
I live at 69 Endsleigh Gardens, Ilford A few minutes before rid-
night on 3rd October I arrived with some friends of mino at [lford
station, and I procceded to walk home by Belgrave Road.  When
1 was belween De Vere Gardens and Endsleigh Gardens T saw a
woman running towards me—the prisoner, Mrs Thompson She
cried out, ‘‘ Ob, my God! Will you help mo; 1y husband s :ll,
he is bleeding.’”” I asked her whete he was, and she said ho was
on the pavoment. I took Mrs. Thompson ito the house of Dr.
Maudsley, at the corner of Couriland Avenue, and then I went
back to Kensington Gardens, Mrs. Thompson being just in front of
me. Finding a man lying on the pavement, I asked Mrs. Thompson
what bad happened to her husband, and she said, *° Oh, don't ask
me, I don’t know. Somebody flew past, and when I turned to
spoak to him blood was pouring out of his mouth.”” Mvs. Thompson
wag very agitated and incoherent.

Cross-examined by Sir H. Curtis Bexngrr—When 1 first saw
Mrs. Thompson she was running hard in my direction

It was quile clear to you that at that time she was in a
hysterical condition?—7Yes, she was very agitated.

It was quite obvious to you ihat what she wunted was Lo get
help for her husband ?—Yes, 1 suppose so.

Paror Epwarp CLevELY, examined by Mr. Travers ITumrnrers
—I live at 62 Mayfair Avenue, Ilford. I wus one of the parly
which included the last witness, Miss Pittard. While walking
18
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through Belgrave Road we met the prisoner, Mrs. Thompson, who
seemed to come out of the darkness, as it were She spoke about
her husband having fallen down, that he was 1ll, and she wanted
help, and she asked where we could find & doctor. We went to Dr.
Maudsley’s house, and, on returning, we found the deceased lying
on the pavement with his back propped up against the wall 1
asked Mrs. Thompson how it had happened, and she said she could
not say—°‘ Something biushed past,”” or ‘‘ flew past,”’ or words to
that effect, *° and he fell down.”’

Cross-examined by Sir H Curris BesNgrT—When Mrs.
Thompson first came up, was not the first thing she said, *“ Do you
know a doctor, do you know a docto1 ? "’—No, I think the first thing
was that she asked for belp  She asked for a doctor, and said that
her husband had fallen down. On ihe way back from Dr Mauds-
loy’s Mrs. Thompson ran on in fiont of us to gel back to her
huskand When we got there we found her kneeling down with
hirr

When you asked her what had happened, was she in a very
agitaled condition?—VYes, she was cerlainly very excited and
agitated.

And hysterical and incohereni in her statements?—VYes.

Jonn WEBBER, examined by Mr. Ronanp Orniver—I am a sales
manager, and live at 59 De Vere Gardens, Ilford. About 12 30
in ihe morning of 4th Oclober, just as I was about to retire to
bed, I heard a woman’s voice saying, ‘“ Oh, don’t; oh, don’t,” im
a most piteous manner. On hearing that 1 went oul into the
street, and I saw two ladies and a gentleman coming towards me
in the direction of Dr Maudsley’s house. One of the ladies was
runnming in froni of the other two  After they had passed mne 1
saw & match being struck, and 1 went up to the place and found &
man sitting against the wall. Mrs. Thompson was there alone
with him, and I asked her if the man had had a fall, bul she said
she did not know. I asked her if I could be of any assisiance 1o
him, and she said, ‘“ Don’t touch him, don’t iouch him, a lady and
a gentleman have gone off for a doctor.”” After that Dr. Maudsley
came with Miss Pitlard and Mr. Clevely. I helped the docter to
undress the man. I heard the doctor ask Mrs. Thompson if he had
been ill, and where they had come from. She told him that he had
not been ill, and thai they had come from the Criterion Theatre.

Cross-examined by Sir H. Curris Benwarr—I have no doubt
whatever that the voice I heard, ‘“ Oh, don’t; oh, don’t,”’ was the
voice of Mrs. Thompson. It was aboul three or five minutes after-
wards that I saw the three persons coming towards me. Mrs
Thompson, who was in fromi, was sobbing and running hard.
When I went across to where Mr. Thompson was sitting on the
pavement I found Mrs. Thompson there, evidently wailing for
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assistance. I asked her if he had had a fall, and she said ¢¢ Yes—no
—I don’t know.”
It was quite evident, was 1t not, that she was in a very agitaed
slate at thai time?—1 should say she was almost hysterical

Dr. NorL MaupsiEY, examined by Mr Travers Humrimuvs—
I live at 62 Courtland Avenue, Ilford, which is al the corner of
Belgrave Road. 1 was called up by Miss Iittard in the early
morning of 4th October, and I weni io a spot aboul half-way
between Kensington Gardens and Endsleigh Gardens. I there saw
a man lying on the pavemeni, with Mrs Thompson standing
by s side. I struck a malch and made an examination of the
man. I first examined his pulse, and found that he was dead. I
should think about five or eight mninutes would elapse [rom the
time I way first called to the time I actually got to the hody. When
1 examined the man I should say he had been dead somoewhere about
ten minutes. Mrs. Thompson was in a confused condition, hys-
torical and agitated I asked her if her husband had been taken
1ll coming home in the train or coming along the 10ad, and she
said no. When I told her ihat her husband was dead she said,
‘“ Why did you not come sooner and save him?”’ I saw no
wounds; there were no bleeding points io observe, bui the blood
wag welling oul of his mouth I did not sce any indications of a
struggle having taken place.

Cross-examined by Mr Crcin Warrenuy—I never direcled my
attention at all to the wounds from which this man was suffering ;
I mode no examnination.

Warrer Grivus, examined by Mr. Travurs ITumpureys—I am
a sergeant of the K Division of the Metropolilan Police.  About
3 am. on 4ih Octobor I went to Mrs. Thompson’s house and agked
her if ghe could explain 1o me what had happened on the road home
from the station She said, I don’t know, I can’t suy; T only
know that my husband suddenly dropped down and screamed out,
¢ 0h.” I then rushed across the road and saw a lady and gentle-
man, and asked them if they would help me, and they went with
me to the doctor.”” Laler on in the morning I asked her if she was
carrying a knife in her handhug at the time, and she replied,
‘“No.”” T then askod her if she or her hushand saw or spoke to
any person when they wore coming through Belgrave Road, and
she replied, ‘“ No, I did not notice any one.”’

Cross-examined by Sir 1l. Cuxris BrNNerT—I was along with
Sergeant Mow when this conversation took place with Mrs. Thomp-
son at three o’clock in the morning. At that iime she appeared io
be very disiressed and inclined to be hysterical. Sergeanit Mow
asked her, ‘ Can you account for ihe cuts on your hushand’s neck ”’
Mrs. Thompson said, ¢ No. We were walking along ; my husband
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eaid, ‘' Ob’ 1 said, ¢ Bear up,’ thinking he had one of his atlacks.
He then tell on me and walked a little further; he then fell up
against the wall, and then on to the ground.”” Sergeant Mew then
asked her if her husband carried a knife.

Warter Mew, examined by Mr Travers HoMrureys—I am a
police sergeant. I went io Belgrave Road shorily after 1 a.m. on
4th October  Mis Thompson was there beside the body of her
husband. After the body was removed by some other officers I went
with her to her home, 41 Kensington Gardens, which was quite
close by. On the way there she said, ““ Will he come back?’’ and
1 replied, ¢ Yes.”” She then said, ‘‘ They will blame me for this ”’
At three o’clock on that same morning I returned to 41 Kensington
Qardens and saw Mis. Thompson agam 1 asked her, ‘‘ Can you
account for the culs on your husbaud’s neck? ’” She replied, ‘‘ No
Wo were walking along and my husband said, ¢ Oh.” 1 said, ¢ Bear
up,’ thmking he had one of his attacks He then fell on me, and
walked a lLitle further. ITe then fell up agaust the wall, and 1hen
on to the ground ’’ [ asked her, ¢‘ Did he have a kmife? ”” And
she rephed, ¢ No, I did not see a knife or anythmng.” I noticed
that her coat and her clothes and face had signs of blood on them,
which would be natmal if she had been holding up her husband or
anybody else who was bleeding.

Cross-examined by Mr. Ceoin WinreLer—I went to the mortuary
10 which the body was taken, and I saw the clothes taken off the
deceased man’s body ITe was wealing a blue suit There was a hip
pocket on the right-hand side of the trousers.

Cross-examuned by S H. Courms Bessirr—The upper part of
Mr. Thompson’s clothing was saturated with blood = The blood
which I saw on the clothes of Mrs. Thompsou was quite consistent
with her having assisted her husband and having propped him up
against the wall in the position in which he was found.

By Mr. Justicn SmmarMan—When she said, ¢ Will he come
back,”” 1 thought she meani would they bring her husband’s body
back.

Oross-examination confinned—I do not think she realised ai the
time that her husband was dead.

Riomanp Ilanuiway TuoupsoN, examined by Mr Travems
TluxpERRYs—I live at 49 Seymour Gardens, Ilford. The deceased,
Percy Thompson, was my brother. He was thiriy-iwo years of age
at the limo of his death. I last saw him alive on the night of 2nd
October. At that time he appeared to be in good health. Ifiy wifo
and he had been living at 41 Kensinglon Gardens, Ilford, for some-
thing over two years. I was called in the early morning of 4th
October to go to 41 Kensington Gardens, and I got there between
quarter to two and two o’clock. I had been told thai my brother
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had had a seizure and was dead. When I goi io the house I found
my mster-in-law there; she was in a very agitated condition. I
asked her if she could give me a rough 1dea of what had happened
and how my brother had met with his death. She stated that he
was walking along and suddeunly came over queer, fell agamst the
wall, and slid down saying ‘“ Oh ’’ She lold me that her husband
had been complaining of pamns m his leg on the way from ihe«
station. She went to get the ncarest doclor, and on her way sho
met a lady and gentleman, and asked them 1o obiain assistance fo:
her I understood then that they went with her io the doctor’s,
and he was rather a long time coming, and she complained ahout
it. When the doctor arrived her husband was dead I understoo:!
her to say that the doctor said he had died from hwemorrhage I
do not thmk T asked her any other questions.

Cross-examined by Mr. Ceom WhrreLer—My sister-in-law was
a Miss Gruydon ; T have kuown her for many years. My brother and
his wife [requently visiled the Graydons at 231 Shakespeare Crescent.
I think they usually wenti there on a Friday. I have uever mel the
prisoner Bywalers at the Graydons’ house.

Cross-examined by Sir 11. Curris Besnmir—My Dbrother joinel
the London Scoltish 1m 1916, and was diischarged becunse he wa.,
suffering from hemt trouble and was totally unfit for serviee,

Cwrin Gpan, examined by Mr. Travers Husrnrrys—I am a
police constable. At 12.30 a.m. on 4th October I, with the assistance
of another constable, took the bady of the deceased man Thompson
io the Ilford mortuary and assisted to uundress the hody T did not
find a kuife or any olher weapon in the posscssion of the deccased
man. Excepi for the cuts in the clothing caused by a kuifo, I did
not find that the clothing had been torn ai all.

Dr. Peroy Jaues Drouvunt, examined by the Soricrror-(iENzRA™L
—I am divisional surgeon io the Tlford Police Division. On bith
October I made, by direction of the Coroner, a post-moriem examina
tion of the hody of Percy Thompson. I found on the hody, on the
left side helow the ribs, four slight cuts on the skin., T also found
on the front of the chin two slight cutls parallel 10 one another,
iwo slight cuts on the right side of the lower jaw, and on the inner
sude of the mght: arm, at the elbow, there was a cul 3} inches long
I then found a stab in the back of the neck 2 inches desp and 1} inches
wide; that was ahove the clothing. Then there was a stah at the
back of the neck slighily to the right 2] inches deep and 1§ inches
wide, passing upwards towards the right car.
By Mr. Jusmor Suparman—These were iwo separato stabs.
Ezamination continued—The result of the sccond stab was
that there was aboul half a pini of blood in the stomach which had
come from ihe artery in the neck, the carotid artery, which had
22



Evidence for Prosecution.
Dr Percy James Drought

been severed I should say that the wounds at the back and round
the neck required a considerable force. Those at the front were
superficial, and did not require so much force. I came io the con-
clusion from the bloodstains that the assailant was on the footpath
when the blows were stiuck With regaid to the slight wound at
the front, the assailani must have been in front and then got round
io the back with the deeper ones. The siab thai cut his carotid
artery is more likely to have becn struck from the back than from
the front It would have been possible for the man io walk after
the blow that severed the artery was struck, but not for very long.
I do not think he would be able to speak very much. I should think
that the man would die 1n about a couple of minutes after the severe
stab was delivered The wounds which I saw could have been inflicted
by the kmfe which is now produced.

Cross-examined by Mr. Crer. WarteLEY—In my opinion, the
wound on the neck, the falal wound, was 1eceived from behind.

But 1t 18 doubiful?—It 15 doubtful I am quite clear that the
fatal wound was the last blow that was inflicted.

Mrs. Liuian BywaTars, examined by Mr. Rovano Oriver—I am a
widow, and reside at 11 Westow Sireet, Upper Norwood The
prisoner Bywatlers 1s my son. He was iwenty on 27th June of this
year. TFor some years pasi he has been employed as a ship’s writer
by the P. & O Company. When the ship was in port and his duties
did not necessitate his staying with the ship he used to live with me.
Once in the summer of lasi year he stayed away for about a fortnight.
1Te told me that he had been staying with Mr and Mrs. Thompson
at Ilford, and ibal he had gone with them to the Isle of Wight for
a holiday. T believe tlus was in July of lasi year, but I could not
say for certain. For the last year or more he has been on the P. &
0. ehip ‘“ Morea > When she was in port she was generally at
Tilbury, and my son always stayed with me except on the one
occasion 1 have spoken 1o0. I believe he sometimes slept on board.
I know the Graydon boys through their going 1o school with my son.
1 believe that he once stayed for a short iime with the Graydons
at Manor Park, but I could not say for certain I know Mrs
Graydon slightly, and have been in her company once or twice ai ithe
cutside. The last time I saw her before this affair was early this
year, but I did not speak to her then.

Comung to ihe last timo that my son came home from sea, the
““ Morea ’’ got 1 on 23rd Seplember, and my son remained with the
ship, working there for some days, but slee;.untgh at home. I think
he stopped working on the ship on Friday, 29th September. That
day he just went up to town, as far as I know, and came back home
to sleep some iime after nine o’clock in the ecvening. On the
Saturday morning he went up to town and came back {o tea. On
Sunday, 1st October, he stayed ati home all day. On the Monday
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morning he went up to town. Before he weni oul there was a
telephone message. I answered the telephone and spoke to a woman.
1 do not know whose voice 1t was. As the result of speaking to that
woman my son came downstairs from his bedroom and spoke through
the telephone. He went up Lo town just after ecleven o’clock, I
think, and he came back at night with the 11.5 train from Victoria
I had been in town myself that day, and I came back in the same
train. Our station is Gipsy Iill. On the Tuesday the telephone
rang just before nine o’clock, and my son answered it T do not know
whether 1t was a man or a woman who rang up. My son lefi, the
house a Iittle before twelve I went to bed aboutl half-past ten that
evening ; my son had not retwned then  Later on the front-door
bell rang I could not say what time it was; I think I was sleeping
when the bell rang 1 ecalled out, ““Is that yon, Mirk?” and he
answered, ¢ Yes, Mum.”” Next morning I said {0 lnm, ““ You were
lato last night, were you not? ”’ and he said, ** Yes ’ 1 asked him,
“Did you gn lo sleep in the {rain? > and he said, “ Yes, and went
on 1o Norwoml Junction,’’ two or three stations further down th e,
Tle did not say how he had got back [rom there. On the nest day,
Wednesday the 4ih, I went up to London with my son, and ofi b at
the corner of Cheapmde, just past Nicholson’s, beiween half pasi two
and three o’clock I the afternoon. Thal was the last time I saw
him before he was in custody About eleven o’clock that eveung
I saw Inspector Page when I goi home, and I took him to my son’s
bedroom. I saw him iake some letiers out of a swicase, and slso
two pieces of paper out of my son’s coat.

By Mr. Jusrios Smeanuan—I helieve the last train to oin siation
leaves Victoria al ten minutes past twelve, but 1 could nol say for
certain.

Cross-examined by Mr. Cuoin Wmrerney—My hushand was a
ship’s clerk also. Ife joined 1he Army in December, 1914, and was
killed in the war. After my husbund was killed I started a milliner's
business in Upper Norwood My hoy has been with me always except
at the time he has been at sea and the time he was staying with
ihe Thompwons. When he was at school he got a splendid character,
overy reporlt was marked ¢ Excellent.”” Afier leaving school he
went to some shipping agents in Leadenhall Street, and remained
with them for about nine months. Ile lefi there with an excellunt
character, and went to another firm of shipping agents, with whom
he remained until February, 1918, when he joined ithe merchant
sorvice ng a writer. Since then he has heen at sea most of the time,
with intervals of about a fortnight, and his certificale of discharge
at the end of each voyage shows that his character for ability was very
good and for general conduct also very good. Ie has been practically
all over the world. I have two daughters as well as my son, When
he came back the last time his ship arrived on 23rd September, and
he came siraight back that day fo my house ai Wostow Llill.
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Although he was working on the ship until 29th Sepiember, he always
slept at home. On Saturday, 30th, he came home to iea about
four o’clock, and he did not go out again until about eleven o’clock
on the Monday morning I was not aware uniil I heard recenily
that he visited the Graydons’ house on the evening of 2nd Oclober,
nor was I aware that he visited the Graydons agamn on the Tuensday
evening. On the following day, 4ith Oclober, he was with me in
London until after two o’clock, when he left raue al St Paul’s
Churchyard

Has he always been an excelleni son%—One of the best tlat a
mother could have.

Winiay  Foustace Gravoon, examined by Mr. Travirs
1loupEreys—IT resile at 231 Shakespeare Crescent, Manor Park. The
temale privoner is my daughter She was married to Mr. Thompson
on 15th January, 1915, and she will be iwenty-nine years of age on
Christmas Day Theie are no chuldven of the marriage  She has
heen living for the last {wo years at 41 Kensington Gardens, Ilfead,
and I saw lLoth her and her husband there from iime io timo I
have known the prisoner Bywaters for two and a hall or thiee
years to Lhe besi of my recollection. When he was at home beiween
his voyages he used to come to our house from time to time, and
he stayed for a period with un wlile he was wailing for a ship. 1
think thal woald be m ihe summer of 1921. When he returned
from his voyage un 23rd September of this year he visited us on
several occasions lIe was at our house on Monday, 2nd Oclober,
about 6.45 or scven o’clock in the evemmg, and left about ten, or
possibly a htile later Ile came about Lhe same time on Tuesday,
3rd, and left about the same time. I remember my unmarried
daughter, Avis, saymg in the course of that evening and in the
presence of Bywaiers that the Thompsous had gone io a theatre, hut
he made no comment. I saw Bywaters agnin al our house next
evening, the 4th, about seven o’clock. 1lle had a copy of ihe
Fuvening News, and he asked me if T had seen the paper. I said,
¢ No.” Then he xaid, * This is a terrible thing if it 18 true ”’ 1
surmised whal he was referring 1o, and said, “1 am afraid it is
only too true ”’

Did you know at that iime that Mr Thompson had been killed
by somebody#—I knew Mr. Thompson was dead. While Bywaters
was at my house thal evening some police officers came and {ook him
away.

Cross-examined by Mr. Croin Winrsney—My daughter and her
husband were weekly visitors at our Liouse; they practically always
came on a Friday. Bywaters was known {o me and my family for
some considerable time, and he was a frequent visitor al our house.
He came back from his last voyage on 23rd September, but he did
not come to see us until Monday, 2nd Ociober, when he came round
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about 7 30 in the evening It is quite probable that he would stay
talking to me and my family until about 10 or 10 30—jperhaps not
quite so late. My son Newenham was there, but he may have gone
out during the eveming Bywaters spoke {0 me that evening about
some tobacco that I had agreed to get for him lie came again
ahout seven o’clock m the evening of Tuesday, Swd October, and he
remamed uutil ten or thereabouis. During the whole iime he wav
talking to me and 1o my wife and my daughter Avis I cannot
vecolleet Mrs Thomypmson’s name coming up during thut conversation
1 huve wo recollection of any comment hemg made upon the tobaceo
pouch that he had. I was not present i the room during the wholo
time thal he was there, and it is possible that something may have
been suid about the tobaceo pouch when I was not in the room.

Was he exactly the same on that evemng as he had always been
on jnevious evenings’—(uite.

Nothing unsual aboubt him’—Notlung whatever

Cross-examined by Sw H Cuwrs Bavverr—I knew iy son-in
faw for about seven years hefore his marrage

During the whole of the time you knew him had he compluned
of heart uttacks’—lle had complamed of various attachs, generally
s heart. [ have never seen um mysell in a heart aitack.

1 show vou an enclosure (exhibit 15a), which was in o lebier
writlen by your daughter to Bywaters  I6 is & culting from the Daily
Sketch of 9th February, 1922, and it is headed © Curate’s houschold
of three. Mystery of s death sull unsolved.  Wife and doctor,
Woman asked to leave the Comt during man’s evidence.””  Have
vou got that?—VYes, 1 see that that report vefers to a Dr. Preston
Wallis, who was my doclor since about 1900,

From 1900 uutil 1915, when your daughier got, married, Dr.
Preston Wallis would bave bheen her doctori—Ie would. Rxlubit
[Bb is appurently s continuation of the same report—*¢ Poisoned
curate.  Resumed inguest to day following analyst’s investigation.™
Bywaters lived for some time at. Manor Park, up to 1916 or theve-
abouts. T could not say whether Dr. Preston Wallis was also the
Bywatery’ doctor. Lxhibit No. 24, which 11 now shown me, is in my
daughler’s handwriting, and is daled 13th Jane, 1922 .

I rang Avis yesterday and she said ho camo down there in u rage
and told Dad everything—about all the rows wo have had over you--bug
she did not mention he sud anything about the fiest real one on August 1st
—30 I vuppose he kept that back to smb his own ends.  Dud said it was
a disgraceful thing that you should ¢ome between husband and wile and 1
ought to be ashamed  Darlint 1 told you this 18 how they would lovk at
it—they dont understand and they nover will any of them,

Thompson never came (o me and made any complaint as to the
conduct of Bywnters with my daughter; that ix the purest
imaginalion—
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Dad was gomg to talk to me Avis said—but I went down and nothing
whatever was said by any of them I told Avis I shd tell them off if
they said anything to me I didn’t go wluming to my people when he did
things I didn’t approve of and I didn’t expect lum to—but however nothing
was said at all  Dad said to them ¢ What a scandal if 1t should get in the
papers "’ so evidenily he suggested drastic measures to ihem,

There 18 no truith whatever in those iwo paragraphs. As a matter
of fact, I had no idea that my daughter and her husband were not
on good terms  Whenever I saw {hem together thev always appeared
to be quite happy and fond of ench other

Re-cxamined by the Sorrorror-Gexerav—1I cannot remember any
particular theaire bemg mentioned when my danghter mentioned the
fact that the Thompsons had gone to the theatre or were going to the
theatre on the night of 3rd October It would noi be necessary or
convenient for Bywaters to go through Ilford in order io get from
my house in Manor Park to Upper Norwood

By Mr Jusmer Sozarwan—The ordinary way would be by ihe
District Railway from Fast Ham lo Vieloria

Re-examination continued—There 18 no route that I know of that
would iake him through or vear Belgrave Road m order to get Lo
Upper Norwool I had no knowledgo of Dr. Tainell, the Vice
Chancellor of Oxford Universily. lle 1s quile a stranger io me.

By Mr Josticw Smearman—I had never heard of any irouble
about Bywaters coming hetween Thompson and my daughter.

Ernast Fostrir, examined hy Mr Travers Humpmreys—I am a
detective constable In the evening of 4th Oclober I went to Mr.
Graydon’s louse in Maunor Park, and T there saw the prisoner
Bywaters. I said to him, “ We are police officers Is your name
Frederick Bywaters? ”’ and he smd, ** Yes »> T said, ““ 1 wish you to
accompany us {o Ilford police station for the purpose of bemng inter
viewed 1n counection with the Ilford murder  lle made no reply,
and I eonveyed him 1o Tiford police station, wheie he was detained.

Cross-examined by Mr. Crom Wnrmuniy—=Sergeant Williams,
Mr. Graydon, and, I think, Mr. Newenham Gruydon were present in
the room when I said [ wanted Bywaters 1o go io the Tlford police
station. It is possible that Bywalers may have said, ¢ Ceriainly,”
but I did not hear him. I did not hear him say ¢ Certainly, I will
do anything T can to help you ”

By Mr Jusmics SmarMaN—AL any rale, he wenl quietly —7Yes

Mra. Fanwe Marra Lagrer, examned by Mr. Travers 1Tumpimeys
—I live at, 41 Kensinglon Gardens, Ilford. I lived at that house
before Mr. and Mrs. Thompson came aboul iwo years ago. Mr.
Thompson bought the house, and I became their icnant of part of
the house, Mr. and Mrs. Thompson occupyimg the {wo rooms upsiairy
and some rooms downstairs. Both Mr. and Mrs, Thompson used 1o
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go to their business in London, leaving about quarter-past eight in
the morning. Generally Mrs. Thompson came back io the house
first, about quarter io sevemn, or perhaps before that. Sometimes
Mr Thompson was very late in getiing home, about ten or eleven
I remember their going for a hohiday to the Isle of Wight in June
of last year. When they came back [rom their hohiday they brought
the prisoner Bywaters with them, and he remamned fo1 some time,
but I could not say whether 1t was as a paying guest. IHe left on
the Tuesday afier the August Bank loliduy. Mr Thompson had
his breakfast in hed that morning, and Bywaters and Mrs ‘lhompron
had their breakfast downstairs Bywaters weut away for good afier
Mr. and Mrs. Thompson had gone out. Mry. Thompson showed me
her arm; ul was black from the shoulder {o the elbow. When she
showed me her aym I asked hor what was wrong, and she ssid,
““ Mr Thompson and Mr Bywaters were having a few words and I
interfered, aud he pushed me on one sulo—shoved me up against 1he
isble.”” 1 think Bywaters left. the house witlhin a day or so after
that, and he did nol come back agam.

By Mr. Josricr Smusvman—Ile came back to the house once
agamm on a Saturday afternoon, bui 1 could not say when, and ho
saw both Mr. and Mrs. Thompson.

Euamination continwed—I would not, say that Mr and Mrs
Thompson were on vy good lerms al any time. I used to hear
them having very lugh words a, times. 1 remember Saturdasy,
30th September Mr. and Mis  Thompson went away togethe
in the mornmg aud Mrs Thompson returned about half-past ten.
She stayed in for a {ime and then went out again. She came back
in the mddle of the day and cooked Mr. Thompsou’s dinner. leo
camo bome to dinner.  On Sunday, 1st October, Mrs. Thompson was
in during the day and cooked their dinner. They went oul together
with some friends, I tlunk, in the afternoon. On Monday morning,
2ud, they both wenl away the same as usual and they cume hack
about seven o’clock  On Tuesday they both wenl nway as usual,
aud the next (ime I saw Mrs. Thompson was when she was brought
back after midmght. When she was brought back she only said
that they would not let her go with him, or they would not let her
bring lam home—-they had taken him away from her and if they
would let her go 1o ham she would make hin better. The Thomp-
song’ rooms ave lighted by electric light. They did not keop a
servant ; Mrs. Thompson cooked the fond. A servaui came on this
day, 4th Oclober, for the first 1ime.

Crosg-examined by Mr Coor, Wmrenrr—I am quite clear that
Mrs. Thompeon came back about twenty minuies past {en on the
Saturday forenoon after having gone oui with her husband. She
remained in the house for about iwoenty minutes and she was back
again at ona o’clock. Trom that time to the Monday morning she
and her husbund were together as far as T know.
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Cross-cxamined by Sir H. Corirs Bennerr—Mrs. Thompson
complained to me that the housework was too much for her, and she
told me that she was going o get a servant The servant aclually
arrived to take up her situation on the evening after the death of
Mr Thompson. When Mrs. Thompson was brought back 1o the
house 1n the early morning of 4th October she was in a very pros-
trate condition.

As far as you could form an opmion did you come to the
conclusion that she did not realise that her husband was dead’—
Yes, she said so.

You did come to the conclusion that she did not realise that
her husband was dead?—Yes The words she used were ‘‘ They
have taken lnm away from me; if they would lel me go to him I
could make him better »’

It looked clearly as if she thought he was siill alive®—Yes. I
never propated any of the food for Mr and Mrs Thompson Mrs.
Thompson prepared all the meals that they had at home.

Frank Bowarp Myumn, examumned by Mr. Travars HuMprneys—
I am employed as a clerk under the Board of Trade in the Geneial
Register of Shipping and Scamen, Towerlnll. I produce exhmbit 32,
a certificate relulrng to the Dritish ship ¢ Orvieto,’’ and exhibit 33,
a similar certificate relating to the British ship ¢ Morea.”” [x-
hibit, 34 is a log of the *“ Orvieto ”” and exlubit 36 iy a certified ex-
tract showmg the ports of call on the voyage. Exhibit 36 is a special
log of the ““ Moren > on a journey belween 9th September, 1921,
and 29th October, 1921, and exhibut 37 18 an extract showing the
ports of call Rxhibits 38 and 39 are the log and extract showing
the poris of call on the voyage which started on 11th November,
1921, and finished on Gth Januvary, 1922, Exhibits 40 and 41 are
the log of the ¢ Moren ”’ and a certified oxtract showing the ports
of call on the voyage which slarted on 20ih January, 1922, and
ended on 16ih March ; exhibils 42 and 43 relale to a voyage of the
¢ Morea *’ beginning on 31st March and ending on 25th May, 1922;
exhibits 44 and 45 relate 1o a voyage of the same ship beginning on
9th June, 1922, and ending on 23rd Sepiember. Exhibit 46 shows
the beginning aund end of these various voyages and also the rating
of the prisoner Bywaters. On the first voyage he was rated as
mess room steward; on the nexi a wriler; the next a writer; and
the last a laundry steward.

Cross-examined by Mr. Crom Wmrerer—Bywalers was for three
fortnights in London this year. The records show on each voyage his
ability and conduet as very good.

Mrs. Maria Faxwy Lmsrar, rocalled, further cross-examined by

Sir H. Corrs Bewnurr—My husband died in the beginning of May

of this year. TUp to thatl time I prepared porridge for my husband’s
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breakfast, and Mr. Thorapson uscd to lake a plaie of porridge vut
of 1t ag I made enough for two. Mr. Thompson had a gas fire pub
in the drawing room.

Re-examined by Mi. Cecn WmreLez—Somelimes Mis. Thomy-
son would have the porridge as well as her husband.

Armvr Nowsuny, cxamined by Mr Wrivaes Livaemears—I
am chief clerk 1 ihe pursers’ depariment of the P. & O. Steamshin
Company I have seen the prwsoner Bywatars  After th: arnval
of the sleamslup “ Morea " at Tilbury on 23rd February of g
year, he, as ship’s wriler, had to be in atiendance durug the duy,
but he would not sleep on huard while the ship was 1n dock  ste
left the ship on 28Lh September and his leave started freie (o
morning of the 29th. lle was due on beard on 5th Oclober, but
he would not be supposed Lo sleep on board until the mghl by fure
the ship left dock. She left, on 15ih October

Herperr (anvrow, cxamuned by Mr Ronanp Oniver—I carry
on business under the name of Carlton & Prior as a wholesale milhuer
al 168 Aldersgate Street. The prsoner Mrs Thompsou was m the
cuployment of my firm. I should think she has been with me for
about eight or len years  She acted as hook-keeper and manageross,
anc she was a very capable woman  During the time she was with
me she was earnmg £6 a weck, and then I gave her a honuy at
holiday and Christmas times., ller hours weie from 9 to 5, and on
Saturdays from 9 to 12 15 T have scen (he prisoner Bywalsrs on
two occasions, the fivst time heing when he was with Mrs Thompson
n our showroom about, cighteen months ago  The nest time T saw
him way on the Frulay hefore the death of Mr. Thompsou. 1 saw
him in the porchway of our house about hall-past. four or quarter
to five. I was downsiairs m the basement; Mrs Thompson called
down about ien mmutes Lo five that she was leaving, and I allowed
her to go. I was aware that she was married and thai her name
was Mus. Thompson, but m busmess she used her maiden name,
Miss Graydon. In faci, she was i our employ before she was married.
Sho did not, come to work on Saturday, 30th Seplember, as sho had
agked for the day off and I gave it to her. She came on Monday,
2nd October, and Tuesduy, 3rd October, and left at the orlinary
time. I did not sce her again until afler she was in custody T
have scen one or two registered lolters for Mrs, Thompson addressed
to my firm. I could not say whelher they came from abroad. [
handed them to her I am quite familiae with Mrs. Thompson's
handwriling, and I have had an opporlunity of examining the original
exhibits in this case. Kxhilut 65 is a list of the documents which
are in her handwriting.

Cross-examined by Sir T. Cormy Bexyerr—There was no
question at all of Mrs. Thomypson leaving my employment. She was
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the sort of lady who with her business capacity would probably be
able to get employment anywhere quite easly.

Mrs. TapiaN Vainenper, examined by Mr. Rowanp Ouiver—I
work at Carlton & Piior’s and I know the prisoner, Mrs Thompson.
I also know the prisoner Bywaters. The first time I met him was
at Shanklin in the Isle of Wight in June, 1921 He was slaying
there with Mr and Mrs Thompson and Mrs Thompson’s swter
The next time I saw him was last summer near our premises in
Aldersgate Streel, aboui five o’clock in the evening I saw him
again that week in Aldeisgate Street. T did not see him after that
until Monday, 26ith September. Mrs. Thompson tiold me thai he
was outside, and I went across the road to Fulle:s’ shop and had
coffee with him. This would be aboul five o’clock. Mrs. Thompson
came over afterwards and I left the two of them in Fullers I saw
him agan on 29th September in Fullers but Mrs Thompson was
not with him. When T came back to the offico she was dressed
ready to leave
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Second Day—Thursday, 7th December, 1922.

Eprrr AnNie BrowN, examined by Mr. Roraxp OrivEr—I am
employed at Fullers, Linnted, confectioners, 42 Aldersgate Street,
which s just about opposite Carlion & Prior’s. I know both the
prisoners by sight, and 1 have seen them togethor in our {eashop.
On 29th September Bywaters came to our shop alone, and was
joned by the witness Miss Vallender, and later by Mrs. Thompson
I next saw Bywaters at our shop on Monday, 2nd October; Mis.
Thompson was nol there on that day On Tuesday, 3rd, I saw
them both togiiher in our shop. They lefi togethor about quarier-
past five. One day a woman brought Bywalers a nofe; I think it
wag on the Friday, but T camot be certain.

Cross-exawined by My Crem Whrrunsy—There used {0 be two
employees at Fullers’ shop ; now there are three  The busiest time
is between twelve and two. Wo do not have very many customers
m at tea-time

Anpnia Avausea Lee, examined by Mr. Rouaxp Onivir—I am
a wattress at Fullers, m Aldersgate Street. I remember the
prisoner Bywalers, hut not. the female prisoner. 1 remember seeing
the male prisoner 1 the tearoom dwing a week in the early part
of the year. I also saw huu in the tearoom on the Friday previous
to the 1ord murder. TIle camo into the shop alone, and then
later on he was joined by Miss Vallender. I saw him again on
the following Monday along with a lady I also saw him on tho
Tuesday. After he had heen in for about an hour a lady cume and
joined him—uot the same lady who had coffee with him on the Mon-
day. I should think that this would be between four and five
o’clock. They went out together.

tosn Jaocops, exmmined by Mr. Ronasp Ourver—I am em-
ployed at Carlion & Prior’s, in Alderseate Street, and I know the
prisoner Mrs. Thompson. 1 also know the prisoner Bywaters. I
have seen him twice in our place at Aldersgato Sireel. (Being
referred to exhibii No. 9)—Thatl is a note written in my presence
by Mrs. Thompson on thoe firm’s paper, * Come in for e in half
an hour.—Peidi,””  Mrs. Thompson asked me Lo take thai, note over
to Bywaters, who was sitiing in Fullers’ teurcom, and I did so.
Ag far as 1 can remombor, this was between four and half-past
tour o’clock, and it was on Friday, 20th Soptember, although the
note is dated 30ih Septomber. After Mrs. Thompson was srrested
1 found exhibit No. 11, a box, on her desk. 1t was locked when I
found it. It was opened by Inspecior Hall in my presence, and it
contained some letters and cards which he took possession of.
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Caarnus Hriceins, examined by Mr Rorinp OLivER—I am &
porter employed by Carlton & Prior. (Shown exhibit No. 10—
““ Wait till one; he’s come, Peidi ’’)—I remember Mrs. Thompson,
on Monday, the day before the crime, asking me to take that note
to a man 1n a blue overcoat who would be outside Aldersgate Street
station There was another note about quaiter of an hour after-
wards.

Mis Linian Brwarurs, recalled, fuither c1oss-exaunined by Mr.
Ceorn WarTeLey—1] 1emember 1n August, 1921, my son coming home
and having a conversation with me about Mrs. Thompson. He
told me that Mrs. Thompson led a very unhappy life with her
husband, and he asked me 1f I could tell him how she could get a
separation from her husband 1 sa1d T could not tell him how to
get a separation, but that there was no law to compel her to live
with & man if she was unhappy with him.

By the SoriciTor-GuNERaL—I believe that was alfter my son
had been living with Mr. and Mrs. Thompson

Frank Pace, examined by Mr. Travers HumpHrEYS—I am a
detective mspeclor al New Scotland Yard On 4th October I wenti
to 11 Westow Street, Norwood, the house of Mrs Bywaters, the
mother of the prisoner Bywaters I saw her in the evening, and in
her presence I searched the bedroom occupied by the prisoner By-
waters. In a case in the bedroom I found the two notes (exhibits
9 and 10) In a suitcase in the bedroom I found some letters from
Mrs. Thompson (exhibits 28, 47, b4, 58, and 60) I also found the
telegram (exhibit 58). Exhibit 59 appears io be the original tele-
gram of which 58 is a delivered copy.

Cross-examined by Mr. Ceoi. WmiTELEY—I do not know how
many of Mrs Thompson’s letters were found in the possession of
Bywaters

AvreEp ScmoLES, examined by Mr. Travers HumMpHREYS~—] am
a detective inspeclor of police employed by the Port of London
Authority. On 12th Oclober I went to the s.s. ““ Morea,”” which
was then lying al Tilbury Docks. 1 went into a cabin and took a
locked box (exhibit No. 8), which I eventually handed over to Ser-
geant James. That box was opened in my presence It contained
& number of letters which were taken away by Sergeant James It
also contained a photograph of Mrs. Thompson

Prroy Jaumns, examined by Mr. Travers Humpaseys—On 12th
October I received some keys from Inspector Hall. With one of
those keys I opened the box which is exhibit 8, locked it again,
took it away, and handed it to Inspector Hall.
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Jomn HANcoCK, examined by Mr Travers Humpnreys —I am
a detective constable. I 1eceived a number of letters from Inspector
Hall, which I examined and had copied There were also a number
of newspaper cuttings in some of the letters On 9th October I
found a knife (exhibit No. 1) in a dramn on the north side of
Seymour Gardens, Ilford, about 250 yards from Kensington Gar-
dens, Tlford. 1 handed it to Inspector Hall. I did not find any
sheath. It is an English knife I received three letters fiom
the witness Miss Jacobs (exhibits 14, 30, and 51)  These leiters
are signed by Bywaters. I searched the house at 41 Kensington
Gardens, and I found a bottle (exhibit 61) in a small drawer in
Mr. and Mrs Thompson’s bedroom It has a label, ‘‘ Aromatic
tincture of opium.” 1 handed the bottle to Mr. Webster, the
analyst.

Cross-examined by Sir H. Cortis BenwerT—Altogether I found
62 letters, including telegrams, and of these 32 have been put in
as exhibite in this case In the different letters there were some
b0 enclosures, cuttings from newspapers, referring to a variely
of subjects. Of those cuttings about ten referred to cases which
were more or less 1n the public eye at the time 1 have with me
a list of the names of the cuttings It includes the following :—

The Poisoned Curate. Do Women Dislike the Truth ¢
Curate’s Household of Three. Does Courtship Cost too Much ?
Helping the Doctor. Do Women Fail as Friends ?
The Posoned Curate. Advent of Loveless Women.
Women who Hate all Men. University Mystery.

Do Men like Red Haired Women ? False Friendship

Drugs for Brother in Hospital., An Ideal Love Letter.

Event of the Season. Women on the Rack.

Two Women. Women who Always Act.
Battle of Calves and Ankles. Garl’s Death Riddle.

Patient killed by Over-dose. Men and Marriage.

@Girl’s Drug Injection. Masterful men.

Fuel Control and Love-making. Winning Her ; Winning Him.
Hohday Death Pact. Asking her twice.

My Sweet Offer. July Marrnages.

Flat Mystery. The Wedding Season.

Their Married Life. Keeping Her.

Rather the Devil for a Father. ‘What does She Do with Him ?
Defence in Disputed Baby Case. Do not Marry a Genius.
Crimes agamst Love. Dangerous Women.

Chicken Broth Death. ‘Woman the Cousoler.
Poisoned Chocolates. The Ideal Dance Partner.

The Best Wines that I have drunk.

The little bottle which has been produced, containing aromatic
tincture of opium, was found by me in the small drawer in the
chest of drawers in the bedroom which was occupied by both Mr.
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and Mrs. Thompson I did not see any of Mx. Thompson’s collars
and tiies in that drawer It contained envelopes, notepaper,

photographs, and gloves 1 could not say whether 1t was his
drawer or her drawer.

Riomarp SELLARS, examined by Mr Travirs HumpHREYS—I am
a divisional detective 1nspector of police, K Division At 11 a.m.
oa 4th October I saw Mrs Thompson at her house, 41 Kensington
Gardens, Ilford 1 said to her, ‘1 am an inspeclor of police I
understand you were with your hushand early this morning in
Belgrave Road. I am satisfied he was assaulted and stabbed several
times.”” She said, ‘“ We were coming along Belgrave Road, and
just past the corner of Endsleigh Gaidens, when I heard lum call
out, ‘ Oh-er,” and he fell up against me. I put out, my arms to
save him, and found blood, which I thought was coming from his
mouth I tried to help him up He staggered for several yards
towards Kensington Gaidens, and then fell against the wall and
ehid down; he did not speak to me. I cannot say if I spoke to
him I feli him, and found his clothing wet with blood. He
never moved after he fell. We had ne quarrel on the way; we
were quile happy together Immediately I saw blood I ran across
the road to a doctor’s. 1 appealed to a lady and gentleman who
were passing, and the gentleman also went to the doctor’s.  The
doctor came, and told e my husband was dead. Jusi before he
fell down I was walking on his 1ight-hand side, on the inside of
the pavement, nearest the wall We were side by side. T did mnot
see anybody about ai the time. My husband and I were ialking
about going to a dance ’’ At that {ime Mrs. Thompson was in an
agitated condition. About 7 p m. on the same day I saw the
prisoner Bywaters at the 1lford police station, and took possession
of the overcoal he was wearing, which is the one now produced. 1
saw Mrs Thompson again a litile later in the same evening, after
she had made her first stalement to me, and I afterwards took her
to the Ilford police station. I spoke 1o her again on the next
day, Gth October, and asked lher if she would give me any further
information regurding her husband’s assailant. She said, *“ I will
tell you if I possibly can,”’ and she made a voluntary statement

which was typewritten, read, and signed (exhibit No. 3). That
statement is as follows :—

Eprmr Jessie TmompsoN, 41 Kensington Gardens, Ilford, age 28,
married, states—

My husband’s name is Percy Thompson. He 18 a slupping clerk
employed by Messrs O J Parker & Co, Peel House, Eastcheap, E C.

I am employed by Carlton & Prior, mullinery manufacturers, 168 Alders-
gate Strcet, E C, as a book-kecper. Wo have been married sx years and
have no family, We were married in the beginuing of the year 1916. In that
year my husband jomed the London Scotish Regiment, he was discharged
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as medically unfit a few months later and did no foreign service. I have
always been on affectionate terms with my husband I remember Tuesday,
3rd Octobor, 1922 We both went to our respective businesses that day I
met my hushand by appointment at a quarter to si1x, 1n Aldersgale Street,
that day, we went to the Crterion Theatre, we there met my uncle and
aunt, Mr. and Mrs. J Laxton, we left the Theaire about 11 pm, we
all four went io the Piccadily Circus Tube, we there separated, my husband
and I weat to Laverpool Street, and we caught the 11 30 train to Ilford, we
arrived at Ilford about 12 o’clock, we then proceeded along York Road,
Belgrave Road and when we got between De Vere and Endsleigh Gardens,
(we were walking on the 11ght hand side) my husband suddenly went mnie
the roadway, I went alter him, and he fell up agamnsi me, and called out
“oo-er’’ He was staggering, he was bleeding, and I thought that ihe
blood wus comng from his mouth I cannot remember whether I saw
anyone else theie or not T know there was none there when he staggered
up agamnst me I got hold of my husband with both hands and assisted
him fo get up agamst the wall  He stood there for about a minute or two
and then shid down on to the footway, he never spoke, I fell on the ground
with him I cannol remember 1if I shouted out or not I got up off the
ground and ran along to Courtland Avenue, with the intention of calling
Dr. Maudsley, but on the way I met a lady and a gentleman and I said to
them something to this effcet, * Can I get a doclor or help e, my husband
18 11" The gentleman said, ““I will go for the doctor '’ Dr Maudsley
arrived shortly after, allthough 1t seemed a long time  The doctor examined
my husband and said that he was dead  An ambulance was seni for
and the body was removed I was accompanied to my home by two
Police Officers

I know TFreddie Bywaters, I have known him for several years, we
were at school together, ai least I wasn’t but my two brothers were He
is residing with his widowed mother at 11 Westow St., Norwood He is a
ship’s writer and periodically goes away to sca  He has been for a very
long time on wisiting terms with my family In June, 1921, Bywaters
came to reside with my husbind and myself at No 41 Kensington Gardens.
He came as a paymng guest I think he paid 268 or 27s 6d per week. He
was with us up to the beginning of Augnst, 1921. I remember Augusi
Bank Holiday, 1921. My husband and 1 quarrelled aboui something, he
struck me. I knocked a chair over. Freddie came in and interfered
on my behalf I left the room and I do not know what transpired between
thom As far as my recollection goes, Freddie left on the following
Friday, but before he left my hushand and he were friends again. We have
been in the habit of corresponding with one another His leiters io me
and mine to him were couched in affectionate terms I am not in possession
of any letters he writes to me. I have destroyed all as 18 customary with
me with all my correspondence  The letters shown to me by Inspector Hall
and addressed to Mr F Bywaters are some of the leiters that I wrote to
Freddie, "and were written to him without my husband’s consent. When
he was at home 1n England, we were 1n the habit of gong oul occasionally
together without my husband’s knowledge

This slatement has been read over to me Ii is voluntary and it is
true (Sgd.) Eorru THOMPSON,

After making that statement, Mrs. Thompson and I left the
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room; I took her to the mairon’s room In doing so we passed
the library, where Bywateis wus detained. She saw him as she
passed, and she said, ‘“ Oh, God; oh, God, what can I do? Why
did he do 1t? 1 did not want him to do it ’’ She further said
almost mmmediately after, ‘‘ I must tell the truth > She was a
little hysterical, and I said, ‘‘ You 1ealise whut you are saying;
what you might say may be used 1n evidence > She then proceeded

to make a statement, which again was written down and signed
(exhibit No 4) It 1s as follows:—

When we got near Endsleigh Gardens a man rushed out fiom the
Gardens and knocked me away and pushed me away from my husband 1
was dazed for a moment  When I recovered I saw my husband scuffling
with a man The man whom I Lnow as Ficddie Bywalers was running
away He was wearing a blue overcoat and a grey hat I knew 1t was
him although I did not see his face

After taking Bywaters’ coal from hnn, it was examined Lv Iir
Drought, and aiter he had examined 1t I said 10 Bywaters, ‘* We
shall delain you and relain possession of your overcoal ’” Ile
said, ““ Why, I know nothing ahout 1t >> He commenced o speak
further, and I said, “ If you wish to make a statement, it will bo
better to put it mm writing ”’ 1 cautioned him, and he made a
statement which he signed 1n iy presence (exhibit No. §).

4th October, 1922

FaenErick Evbwirnp Frawcis Bywarers, 11 Westow Strect, Upper
Norwood, aged 20, Laundry Stewaird, states—

I have kaown Mr Percy Thompson for aboui four years and lus wife
Edith, for about 7 years  Mr Thompson is & shipping clerk ; his wife 18 1
a millinery buswiness, and they reside ali 41 Kensington Cardens, Ilford. 1
stayed with them from June 18th, 1921, {o the lst August, 1821. Th
first weck that I was there, I was there as their guest and the remaininp
weeks I paid 258 per week. The cause of my leaving was that Mr
Thompson quarrelled with Mrs. Thompson and threw her across the room
I thought 1t was a very unmanly thing to do and I interfered We had »
quarrel and he asked me to leave, and I left I had always been excvedingly
good friends with Mrs. Thompson. I was also on visiting terms with the
mother of Mrs Thompsron, a Mrs Graydon, who resdes with her husbanc
and family at 231 Shakespeare Crescent, Manor Park. After [ left Mrs
Thompson I went back to reside with my mother at my present address
On the 7Tith September, 1921, I got a position ag wriler on board the ss
*“Morea ”* I sailed on the 9th September and returned to England the
end of the following month Shortly after I came back from the voyage
called on Mr. and Mrs. Thompson at their address. Mrs Thompsox
received me quite friendly, Mr. Thompson a little coldly, but we parted a
friends. The same evening I called on Mrs. Graydon and I there agair
saw Mr and Mrs. Thompson, who were visiling her I have never caller
wpon Mr and Mrs. Thompson since that time I have met thom once ¢
twice at Mrs GCraydon’s since, the last time being in June last  Sine
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that dale I have never seen Mr Thompson. I have met Mrs Thompson
on several occasions since and always by appomntmeni. They were verbal
appomntments. On Monday last I met her by appointment at 1230 at
Aldersgate Street ~ We weat to lunch at the Queen Anne’s Restaurant,
Cheapside  After lunch she returned to business and I have not seep
her since Mr Thompson was not aware of all our meetings, but
some of them he was I have known for a very long time past that she
had led a very unhappy life with him  This 15 also known to members of
Mrs. Thompson’s famuly I have written to her on iwo occasions 1
signed the letters Freddie and I addressed her as “ Dear Edie” On the
evemung of Monday, 2nd October, I called on Mis Graydon and stayed there
till about 10 o’clock I never mentioned the fact that I had lunched with
Mrs Thompson that day, and as far as I know Mr Thompson was nob
aware of it T left my home yesterday morning about a quarter to twelve
T was dressed m the same clothes that I am now wearing I went up West
and remamed there until the evenmng I was alone and never met anyone
that I knew I then went to Mrs Graydon’s, arriving there about 7 1
left about 11 o’clock, my impression 1s that 1t had gone 11 Before leaving
I remeniber Mrs Graydon’s daughter Avis saymg that Percy (Mr Thompson)
had ’phoned her up, and I gathered from the obscrvations she made that
he was takmg his wife {0 a theatre thai night and that there was other
members of the family going  When I left the house I went ihrough
Browning Road, into Sibley Grove, to East Ham Raiway Station 1
booked to Vicloria which 15 my usual cusiom I caughi a iram at 1130
pm and I armved at Victoria about 1230 am I then discovered that the
last tramn to Gypsy Hill had gone; it leaves at 1210 am I had a few
pounds 1n money with me but I decided to walk I went by way of Vaux-
hall Road, and Vauxhall Biidge, Kenmington, Brixion, turning to the left
mto Dulwich, and then on to the Crystal Palace, and from there to my
address at Upper Norwood, arriving there about 3 am 1 never noticed
either ’bus or tram going m my direction  On arriving home I let myselt
in with a latchkey and went straight to my bedroom. My mother called out
to me She said, ““Is that you, Mick?” T replied, ‘‘ Yes,” and then
went to bed I got up about 9 am and about 12 I left home with my
mother I left my mother 1n Palernoster Row about half past two. 1
stayed m the City 111l about 5 I then went by train from Mark Lane io
East Ham, and from there went on 1o Mrs Craydon’s, arriving ihere
about six. The first time that I learned that Mr Thompson had been
killed was when I bought a newspaper mn Mark Lane before T got mto the
train to go to East Ham. 1 am never in the habil of carrying a knife.
In fact 1 have never had one I never met a single person that I knew from
the timo that I left Mrs Graydon’s house until I arrived home  Mrs.
Thompson has written to me two or three times I might have received
one letter from her al home. The others I have received on board ship. 1
have destroyed ihese letters  She used to address me as * Dear Freddie,’”
and signed herselt ‘‘ Peidi.” I occupy the back bedroom on the top
floor at my eddress, and that is where I keep all my clothing. When 1
said that I was dressed in precisely the same clothing yesterday as I am
to-day, 1 meant it to include my undergarments, with the exception of my
collar and haadkerchief, which are at home.

This siatement has beecn read over to me, 18 voluntary and is irue.

(Sgd) Frepmricx E. F. ByvirTeRS
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Having made some further inquiries, I again saw Bywaters on
the evening of Gth October, and said to him, “1 am going to
charge you and Mrs Thompson with the wilful murder of Percy
Thompson.”’ He said, ¢‘ Why her? Mrs Thompson was not aware
of my movewenis *’ I said, ‘“ 1f you wish to say anything, I will
take 1t down in wiiting.”” I again cautioned him. He made a
stutemnent. which I read to him, and which he signed It is exhibit
No 6, and it is dated 5th Octoher—

FREDERICK BIWATERS states—

I wish to make a voluntary statement Mrs Edith Thompson was
not. aware of my movemenls on Tuesday mght, 3rd October I left Manor
Park at 11 pm and proceeded to liford 1 waited for Mrs Thompson
and her husband  When near Endsleigh Gardens I pushed her to one side,
also pushing him further ap the street T said to him, *“ You have got
to separale fiom yoar wife >’ He sad, ““No” I said, *“ You will have
to” We straggled I iook my kmfe from my pocket and we fought and
he got the worst of it  Mrs Thompson must have been spellbound for 1
saw nothing of her during the fight I ran away through Endsleigh
(iardens. through Wanstead, Leytonstone. Stratford. got a iax1 at Stratford
to Aldgate. walked from there to Fenchurch Sireet, got another tax: to
Thornton Heath Then walked to Upper Norwood, arriving home ahout
3 am  The reason I fought with Thompson was because he never acted
like a man to s wife He always seemed several degrees lower than a
enake T loved her and I could not go on seeing her leading that life 1
did not ntend to kill him I only meant to wmnjure him I gave him an
opportunity of standing up to me as a man bul he wouldn't I have had
the kmfe some tune; 1t was a sheath kmife I threw 1t down a drain when
I was running through Endsleigh Gardens

Later the two prisoners were charged with the murder of Percy
Thompson  When the charge was made Thompson made no reply,
while Bywaters said, ‘It is wrong, i s wrong.”” On 12th October
1 received a itty box (exint No 8), from Sergeant James. The
prisoner Bywaters gave me the key which opened the box. I received
from Tuspector Page, of New Scotland Yard, aud also from Sergeant
Hapcock a uumber ot leiters  Inspecior Ilall also handed to me
three letters wntten by Bywaters. | have seen Bywaters write,
and to the best of my belief eshibits Nos. 14, 30, and $1 aie in his
handwriting

Cross-examned by Mr Crcun Whrrsniy—DBywaters was laken
to the Tiford police station on the evening of 4th October

Were you in sole charge of this case, or was there any other
ofticer concerned —Superintendent Wensley came down, bui 1 was
practically in sole charge of 11 [le was not present with me at
every interview I had with Bywaters e was present wilh me when
Bywaters gave the long stalement (exhibit No. 5) e was not
present when I took the stalement No. 6. When Bywaiers was
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brought to thestation 1n the evening of the 4th Superintendent Wensley
and I were theie, and we both saw him We wele 1n the company of
Bywaters thai evening for about an hour and a half. Practically
the whole of that period was occupied by the {aking of the stalement.
There was a typist present in the room

You do not suggest that this was a stalement dictated by
Bywaters?—Practically 1le wishel io make a stalement, and I
saxd we would take it down in writing

No questions asked %—Yes

Is it not clear from the statement itself that questions were put
to him and his answers are incorporated in that statement!—Not
wholly, practically Both Superintendent Wensley and T asked the
questions We left Bywaters about mine o’clock I do not think
cither of us saw him again that evening; I do uol remember seeing
him I believe he slept in the library ihat evening On the next
day, 5th October, about 3 pm, I took a statement from Mrs
Thompson (exhibit No 3). The second statement of Mrs Thompson
(exhibit No 4) was taken about half-past four or (uarler to five.

Was 1t before those two statements that Mrx Thompson saw
Bywaters and smd, ‘“ Why did he do it; I did not want him to do
it 2’ —Yes, after she was relurning from the room where she was
taken  Superintendent Wensley was nol present when she said
that No steps were taken hy the police to prevent Mrs Thompson
and Bywaters seeing each other

It was after Mrs Thompson had seen Bywaters, and after she
had made the statement (exlubit No 4) that you went back into
Bywaters’ room and the siatement (exhibit No. 6) was iaken?—VYes.
I wrote it down myself. Before thai statement was {aken [ told him
that I was going to charge him and Mrs. Thompson with this crime.

By Mr Jusmios SmRirMaN—Did you know by that time that he
had seen that she was there too?—Yes.

You told us that she caught sight of him, but nobody has told
us that he caught sight of her. Do you know if he did?—I could
not say, because my attemlion was centred on her.

Cross-ezgmination * tontinued—I certainly think thai Bywaters
did see Mrs Thompson, but I cannot say positively.

No doubt they had seen one another, amd the very first thing
he waid, directly you sa1d that both of them were going (o he charged,
was, ‘“ Why her? Mrs Thompson was not aware of my move-
ments >’ —VYes.

And when you charged them hoth together that evening Bywaters
said, ‘“ It is wrong ; it is wrong ’’ *—Yes

Cross-examined by Sir II. Cormis Benwere—I first of all saw
Mrs Thompson at 11 a.m. on 4th October, the morning that Mr.
Thompson died, and at that time she made a statement which I noted
in my notebook. At that time she had no knowledge, as far as I
know, that any inquiries were being made as regards Bywaters.
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She did not say anything about anybody having kunocked her or
pushed her aside. After making thai statement I asked her io come
io the police office, and she was kept there [rom twelve o’clock on the
4th until the afiernoon of the Hith, when I took from her the
long statement (exhibit No 3)

At that Uime, as far as you know, she had no knowledge that
Bywaters was al the station?—I could not say, but I should not
think so.

Nobody had told her as far as you know !—No, bul I gleaned
that she did on account of the leiters

What '—1I gleaned that she did on account of {he letters The
leiters were on the iable where we took the siatement, and she must
have known on account of Bywaters’ letters

By Mr Justice SoesarMaN—She wlentified her own lelters to
Bywaters

Cross-examanation continued—=She identitied them in the slate-
ment (exhibit No 3). Thal statement {ook about an hour and a half
After the statement was laken she had to pass the room whera
Bywaters was being detained 1n oider 1o get to the mairon’s 100m

Directly she saw Bywaters thete she said {his, ‘ Oh, God, oh,
God, what can I do? Why did he do it? 1 did not wani him 1o
do it ’’; and then almost 1mmedialely aflerwards, ‘‘ I must tell the
truth ”’ #—Yes

And then 1t was that, having said ‘1 must tell the truth,”
you cautioned her, and then she said, ¢ When we goi near Endsleigh
Gardens a man rushed out from ihe gardens and knocked me away,
pushed me away, from my husband. When I recovered I saw my
husband scuffing with o man The man, who I knew as Freddio
Bywaters, was runmng away He was wearing a hlue overcoat and
a grey hat. I knew 1t was him, although I did not see his face.”
That 18 right %—Correct

So that direcily she had in fact seen Bywaters was al the siation
she made this second stalement?—VYes.

Leonarp Wirriams, examined by Mr. Ronaxp Orvin—I am a
detective of K Division. On 6th October I tovok the prisoner Bywaters
and certain property from Ilford to Stratford Police Court  When
at the Court he said, pointing to the property, ¢ Ilave you a knife
there? ” I said, ‘ No.” Ie smd, ‘‘ Tlave they found it? ”” I said,
“I do not think so.”” He said, ‘I 1old them I ran up Endsleigh
Gardens, but conmng to think of it after I did 1t I ran forward along
Belgrave Road towards Wanstead Iark, turning up a road to the
right. I am noi sure whether it was Kensington Gardens where
they lived or the next road. I then crossed over to the left side of
the road, and just before I got to the top of Cranbrook Road end
I put the knife down a drain; it should be easily found.”’
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Hexry Woniax Forsrer, examined by Mr Roraxp Oriver—I
am a director of Oshorne & Co , tool merchants, 165-166 Aldersgate
Street. (Shown kmfe, exhibit No. 1). We sell at our shop knives
identical with that, the price being 6s  We call them hunting knives,
and they are sold in leather sheaihs

Cross-examined by Mr Caern Worerey—We have carried on
business in Aldersgate Street for aboul seventeen years, and duving
all that time we have been selling knives similar 1o that

Craries Catpwerr Tavror, examined by Mr. Rorasp OLivER—
I am a deteclive sergeani of the Salford Police. I attended the
Manchester Novemher Handicap on 26th November, 1921. A horse
called ‘‘ Welsh Woman »’ was runmng on that date

Joany WepstEr, examined by Mr Travers Iluspmirys—I am
senior official analyst to the Home Office On 1tk October I
received Bywalers’ overcoat (exhibit No 29), aud examed it {m
the presence of blood. I found a large number of stamms of human
blood on the rght and left sleeves of the coar I also examined the
knife (exhibit No 1), and found that there were several areas which
gave reactions for blood both on the handle and on the blade. The
traces were not sufficieni for me to say whether it was human blowl
or not. On 4th November I icceived from Dr Spisbury some
bottles aud jars contamning some of ihe organs of the deceasml
Mr. Thompson. In the liver and kidneys I found a small irace of
an alkaloid giving a 1eaction for morphine The boltle labelled
‘“ aromatic tincture of opium ’’ (exhibit No 61) contains morphine.
Tt would be used as a sedative for killing paiu, and 1t is a thing that
anybody might properly have m use. Assumung thal the deceased
used 1t a day or two before hiy death, 1t 1s possible thal a minute
trace would be found.

1 want to ask you with regard to some maiters which are
mentioned in the letiers Is hyoscine a poison’—Yes

Cocaune, potassium cyanide, sodium autimonyl tartarate,
bichloride of mercury, and digitalin—are these all poisons?—Yes.

Cross-examined by Nir H Curris BENNE1T—Aromatic tincture
of opium is quite an ordmary thing. Up till twelve months ago it
could be purchased at any chemist’s, but now it is necessary io have
a medical prescription. It is something akin to chlorodyne If a
person suffered with the heart, chlorodyne or tinclwie of opnum woukl
produce relief  Chlorodyue coutains traces of morphine

Dr Bmryarp Hesry SpILssURY, examined by the SoLiorron-
Gavprar—I] am senior pathologist lo the Ilome Office. I made a
post-mortem examination of the exhumed body of Percy Thompson
on 3rd November. Dr. Drought, a divisional police surgeon, was
present The body was that of a well-nourished man. T found cuts
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in the neck and in the throat The skull and the coverings of the
blood vessels were normal, but the heart was shghtly enlarged So
far as I could tell at the time, the other organs of the body were
healthy.

By Mr Jusiics SEpirMAN—The cuis which I found were stabs,
with the exception of one on the nght arn, which was a cut.

Ezamwnation continued—I did not find any signs of poisoning,
nor did I find any scars in the mtestines I am aware that glass
has been mentioned 1 this case and in the letters as possibly being
admimstered to Peicy Thompson. If glass had been administered I
would not necessanily eapert to tind mdications in the organs. The
admimstration of glass, broken or ground, would produce different
results Large [ragmenis of glass if given might produce injury
by cutling the wall of the gullet, or the stomach, or the intestines,
and 1f those wjuries il not prove fatal a sear or scais mmght be
found on the walls afterwards. If given m a powdered form the
mnmediate effect of the powder would be {o produce mnumerable
minute iujunles to the delicate membranes lining the stomach and
wtestiues, in all probability selting up an acute illness; but if that
did not occur, o1 i recovery followed, the glass would disappear
entirely from the system, with the possible exception of that small
poruon known ax the appendix m which 1t might lodge and remain
for a léng time

In this case dil you find any indications of powdered glass in
ihe alrlomen?—No, there were none. I found no indication of the
presence of glass either in large picees or m powdered particles.

Is the negative 1esult of your exammation consistent with glass
having been admimstered #—Some time previously, yes It is pos-
sible that glass in large pieces could have passed through the system
without such injury as to leave any signs belund It would pass
away in the food and in the excrement What I found as the
negative result of my examination 18 consisteni also wilh particles
of glags having been passed through ihe system  As to other poisons,
I would not expect necessarily io find indications of poisons if they
had been administered some considerable 1ime before. Some poisons
would leave no traces at any lime even 1if death occurred shortly
after administration. Others would produce effects which would
last for a few days, and in the case of a few poisons a few weeks,
but after the end of thal time there are very few poisons which
would leave any indications, excepl, poisons which were
corrosive or which were markedly irvitant poisons. Neither hyos-
cine or cocame ix markedly imfant. Cyramde of poiassium is an
irritant ; 11 would either kill quickly or recovery would ocour within
a short time Sodium antimonyl tartarate w an irritant poson.
and I thiek it probably would be difficult to detect any traces after
ten days or a fortmght Bichloride of mercury is an intense irri-
tant poison and it might show {races for a very long Lime; in
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the kidneys and bowel there might be evidence of 1t afier certainly
some weeks and possibly some months after its adminisiration.
Digitalin has no mrriiant effect.

By Mr. Justice SEeEarMaN—TUsed in small quantities it is a
stimulant

Ezamination continued—Morphime would not leave any traces.

Cross-exammned by Sir H. Curris Bennerr—Does 1t all come
to this that there has been no irace whatever in the posi-moriem of
any glass having been admimstered, either in laige pieces or pow-
dered —That 1s so.

And as far as poisons are concerned, there is no irace what-
ever of any poiwson ever having been admimstered, except of mor-
phine, which I have deall with —Thai 1s so

No trace of any powon being present and no changes suggestive
of previous attempts to poison?—Qute Glass if taken would pass
through the gullet into the siomach, aud then through the duodenum,
and so on through the intestines io the cwecum Off the cecum is
the appendix

On its journey through those parts of the body would not a
large piece of glass tend to cul ot make a scar?—It would tend to
cut or Lo pietce the wall The scar would come afterwards.

You would find a scar remaming afterwards, would you notf—
You might do so 1 made a very careful examinalion to see 1if
there was any scar anywhero, and I could not find any. Thero is no
outlet from the appendix except the one opemng inio the bowel
1 made a careful examination of the appendix and found no trace at
all of glass of any sort, powdered or otherwwe. If any of the
poisons mentioned in my examination had been given in appreciable
doses, 1llness would have resulted, the degree of illness depending
upon ihe amount There are not mauny of the poisons which have
been pul to me to-day which would leave any permancut effect at
all Some, of course, would leave a trace for a time.

At any rate there was no trace, either post-mortem or by
analysis, of any poison ever having been given%—No.

Mr Travirs Humprmrvs—I have been consuliing my learned
friends in order 1o see if they desire us io call the remainder of the
witnesses, Edgar Edwards, Robert Gilham, Wilham Mould, Henry
Palmer and Detective-Inspector Rixon.

The Sonicrror-GiENErAL—That will be the case for the Crown.

[The letters, exhibiis Nos 49, 12, 62, 27, 13, 15, 16, 20, 50,
17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 51, 23, 66, 67, 68, 24, 53, 25, 69, 26, H2, 63,
54, 28, &6, 47, 48, B8, b9, 9, 60, 10, 64, 14, 30, 31 were read.]*

Sir H Cusris Bennerr—The jury, of course, will understand
that in addition to those leiters there are 33 other ones on which
the prosecution do not rely and which are not put in.

* See Appendix.
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Evidence for Prisoner Bywaters.

Evidence for the Prisoner Bywaters.

Freverick Epwarp Frawcis Bywarers (prisoner on oath),
examined by Mr. Cmew, Wmreney—When I airived from my last
voyage I went to stay with my mother at Vyestow Streel, Novwoad
My mother had been hving there about two and a half years, and
previous to that she was Lving in Manor Park  The Graydons were
also living in Manor Park | met the Uraydon boys at school and
got 1o kuow the famly in that way I have heen on good terms
ever sinee with ihe Graydon famuly Between 26th Febiuary and
Ath June lasl year L was away on a voyage to Anstralia. T armved
at Tilbmy on 4ih June, and I went fn s holiday to the Isle of
Wight M and Mrs Thompson and Avis Graydon were also taking
a holiday there, and we met friends, Mr. and Mrs. Vallender, who
has been a witness m this ense T was in the Isle of Wight for one
week. On 18th June I wenlt to stay with the Thompsons at 41
Kensington Gardens, on Mr Thompson’s invitation, and I staysd
with them m thenr house unnl 5t Auend

How did you come to leave!—Tuere wu, a quarrel on hst
August, the Bank Holiday, between Mr. Thompoon and his wife
over a very {rivial matier; it was a pin thal enused the trouble
Mr. Thompson threw his wife actoss the morning room und on he
passage across the room she overfined o chair. T was standing
outside aud heard the bang and ran inside.

By Mr. Justicr Sngapman—Then you did not hear the quarrel
I thought you sad you heard the quarrel? -The quarrel started in
the garden.

Bzaminalion continued—Mrs. Thompson, who was  sewing,
said, “ I want a pin,”” and [ said, ““ I will go and gel you one.’
I went, inside and got the pin, and when T came outside again inlo
the garden they were arguing.  The argument. droppued for the timo
being and we wenl ingude to tea.  Thompson eame in and ercatod
further trouble, and then there was a struggle.

Ilad you been toking Mrs. Thompson nhoul %=~ No,

You had been out with herf—With Mr. Thompson. As the
result of the row I lofi, at Mr. Thompson’s reques, and my own in-
clination [ was m London hetween Bth August and 9th Soptember,

Just tell us al. once, Bywaters, were you taking Mrs. Thompson
out during that timef—I was meeting her occasionally.

What was the state of your feelings 1o her and hers to you 9—
We were friends. T think her hushand knew that we were meoling.

Had you then fallen in love with her?—I was fond of her. 1
had never mentioned w {o her, though.

When wag it firsh, (hat you were in love with one another?-
Well, I suppose it. was just before T went away in Seplomboer. 1
was away from 9th Seplember to 29th Ociober, and during thal
time I got letiers from Mrs. Thompron and I replied to them,
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I do not want to go mto any detail, bui were you wiiting ‘o
one another love letters%-—Yes V\j;hen I came back on 29th October
I remamed in London for just a fortmght, until 11th November
During that time I saw Mrs Thompson practically every day.

I ought to have asked you this before: btafore you lefl in
August did you have any conversation with Mr. l.‘homp;xon m tho
presence of Mrs Thompson as to separation or divorce’—Yes, or
this day of the trouble, 1st August, there was a conversation he-
tween ihe three of us about a separation. Mr Thompson said to
his wife, “ We will come {0 an agreemeni and have a separation,
and she sad, ¢ Yes, I should hike that, but you make a staiemen’,
and then whine back {0 me and retract ihat statement; you have
done that before.”” When I came back in October Mrs. Thompwon
and I spoke about the desirability of her getting a separation from
her husband I said io her, * Can you nol come io any aml‘mblf
understanding or agrecment with your husband io geb o separat iou,
and she replied, ‘“ 1 keep on asking, bui it seems no good at all.
On that wisii home in the end of October and the beginuing of
November I went to Kensinglon Gardens on a Salwrdny aflernoon
and made a request to him that he should have a separation.
had taken Mrs, Thompson out previously; apparenily he had boeer
waiting ai the slation for her and he had seen the two of us io
gether. Ile made a stalement to Mis. Thompson, * He is not o
man or clse he would ask my permussion to lake you out,”’ and she
repeated ihat statement io mo the following day. In consequence
of that I went and saw Mr Thompson, and as he had said {that [
had run away from him, I told lnm that T did not see lim af the
station. Mrs Thompson was present part of the time.

At that time was anyihing discussed between you and Mr,
Thompson about a separation o1 divorce?—VYes, that was the theme
of the conversation. I said, *° Why do you not come {0 an awmicahles
agreement ; either have a separation or you can get a divoree,” and
he hummed and hawed ahout il Tle was undecided and said.
“ Yes—No—I don’t see 1, concerns vou.” I said, * You ar:
making Edie’s Ife a hell. You know she 15 not happy with you.”
He replied, ‘ Well, T have got her and I will keep her.””  FEventually
I extracted a promise from him that he would not knack her aboul
any more and that he would not beat her, but I could gol no under
standing with regard to a separation or divorce I mol him again
on Saturday evening at ithe Graydons. I left with my ship on
11th November and I was away until 7th January.

Look now at the lotter (exhilnt 62) and at {his pawsage. -

All T could think about last night was that compact we made. Shall
we have to carry 1t thro? Doun’t let us darlint.

What was the comprot—Suicide
Who suggested that #—Mrs. Thompron had suggested it.
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Did you ever make any agrecment that you should commit
suicide *—Well, T suggested 1t as a way of calming her, but I never
intended {o carry it oul.

Then the letter goes on—

I'd hke iv hve and he happy—not fur a httle whie, but for all
the while you still luve me  Death seemed horrible last might—when you
think about 1t darhnti, 1t doss seem a hormble thing to die, when you have
never been happy really happy for one little minute.

I am going to ask you at once, Bywalers, at any fme was there
any agreemen. hetween you and Mrs. Thompson to poisun her
husband %—Never . there was never such an agreement

Was there any agrecment that any violence should be nsed
against her hushund —No, the greatest violence was separation.

As far as you coull tell, r1eading these letters, Jdud you ever
beliove in your own mind thal she hersell had ever given any poison
to her hushawl?—No, 1l never entered my head at all. Rl had
been reading hooks

Had you some quimme on howrd?—%Ses, T ased it mysell It
was in the form of 5 gram tablowls, white

Did you ever give auy of that quinme to Mrs. Thompmon ?—1I
did

Apart from that guinine, did you ever give her any other drog?
—No, T dud not.

Did you ever give her any poison of any sorl or description f—
No, nothing at all  The qumine has a most bitter ta te, vory nn-
pleasant  There were other (wo letters which 1 got before T eame
back on Tih January, one of them beng eahibit 27, with wineh
Mrs Thompson enclosed a number of cuttings,  That was a habit of
hers—-instead of sending a newspaper she woull send euttings that
appeared to be mieresting  The cultings were with regard 10 cases
of all sorts which I wan fnterested m reading T god hack from wmy
voyage on Tth January, aud I was on leave until the 20th,  wring
thai, fortnight T saw Mrs. Thompson frequently, and the question
of getting o separation or a divoree was discussed botween us.  ®ho
till complamed of being ill treated ; she snid, ¢ Things are just the
same; they get no belter.””  She said that the chanees of getling a
separation were very small, that Thompson wonld never agree to
it. I was away again from the 20th January to 17th March.  Buring
that time I gol the letter (exhibit No. 15)—

Darlint—yon must do something this time -I'm not really imputiont—
but opportunitics come and go by--they have {o--because I'm helpless and
I think and think and think --perhaps--it will never come again,

1 hardly know what that refers to.
“ You must do something.”  What, was it she hnd bheen wanting
you to do?—Take her away.
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It is suggested by the prosecution that that means that you
were going to do something 1 counection with her husband. Is
there anything in that?%—It 1s entirely wrong.

Did she ask you more than once to take her away?—Oh, yes

Tell us about it Was 1t a genwne demand by her or noti—
Well, she appeared to want to go away, but she used to get very
hysterical. She was of a highly sirung nature.

By Mr. Jusmior Smearaan—Did she ask you lo take her away
or not?—Oh, yes

Ezamination continued—When she said, *‘ Try and help me,”’
in what way was 1t she had asked you io help heri—In regard to
getting a separation.

On 14th March she writes you the letter (exhibit No. 20) i
which thete is ihe following passage .—

I am not going to talk to you any more—I can’t and I don’t think I've
shirked have I? Except da:lint to ask you agam to think out all the
plans and methods for me and wait and wait so anxionsly now—for ihe
time when we will be with each other—even tho’ it’s only once

What weie the ‘* plans and methods ’’ which she had asked you to
think out?—Going away together, or the separation.

Was there any discussion as to what she was to do abroad’-—
She would go abroad to a mullinery business. My wages were about
£4 a weck. I was visiting various countnies and various cities, and
Mrs. Thompson was wriling to me at these various countries and
various places I was to make inquiries as to the prospects of her
obtaining situations in these places. Bombay was mentionod, also
Australia, where there mighi be an opening for her. She also
mentioned Marseilles to me I came back on 17th March, and was
at home for a forinight. It would be ai that time thal I gave Mrs.
Thompson the quinine. I was seeing her constantly then. When |
went away on 3lsi March she wrole me the lelter (exhibit 50) in
which she said—

This time really will bo the last you will go away—Ilike things are won't
1? We said 1t before darlint T know and we failled—hut there will he ne
fallure this next time darlint, there mustn’t he

What ‘¢ failure >’ had there been +—The failure to gul. a separa
tion—failure to take her abroad.

‘“ You will never leave me behimnd again, never, unless (hings
are different.”” What does that mean —That means unless she eould
get o separation I would not go to sea any more alone. I would not
leave her again unless T {ook her with me—go wilh me, vou see,

In Mrs. Thompson’s leiter, dated Ist Apml (exhibit 17), whe
talks about an eleciric light bulb. Did you pay any atiention o that
at all’—No. I think she was irying to put hersclf in the samo placo
a8 Bella Donna in the book ‘¢ Bella Douna *’
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Did you attach any importance to it at all?—No, I thought iv
was mere melodrama

Then in the letter of 24ih Apnl (exhibit 18) she says, *‘ 1
used the ¢ light bulb ’ three times > Then look at the letter of Tst
May (exhibit 19), ‘ We shall have to wait if we fail again > What
does that mean?—Another attempt to get a separation.

Look at this passage—

We'll wait eh darlint, and you'll iry and get some money and then we
can go away and not worry about anybody or anything You said 1t was
enough for an elephant. Perhaps 1t was Dut you don't allow for the
taste making only a small quantity to be taken. It sounded like a reproach
was 1t meant to be?

Just tell what the reference to the elephant and the quinine 1%—
Thirty graing of quimine taken by Mrs Thompson. I told her it
was enough for an elephant. [ used to take 10 grams when 1 was
bad with malaria

Look now at tho letter of 18th May (exhibit 22), which starts
with a quotation from ‘‘ Bella Donna ’”  Dil you atlach any im-
portance to that?—That it came fiom a book, that is all; it is a
quotation I arrived home on 26th May

After the date of aniving home did you pay any atiention at
all to what she had said in these letters to you received on that voyage
between March and May?—No, nothing at all I was at home for
a forlnight between 26ith May and 9th June, and I was seeing Mrs,
Thompson constantly then. We were always iscussing the question
of a separation or divorce. I wenl away on 9th June, and did not
come back until 23rd September. During ihe whole of that time I
was getling the various letters which have been produced.

Did you correspond with her as much on this voyage as you
had done previously%—No, I did nol. The reason was I thought
that if I ceased Lo correspond with her her lifo would not be so hard.
The referonces in the various leiiers about my not wriling io her
just refer to the fact that I had not written much from various ports.
The letiers which I did write to her were similar 1o the three which
have been produced (exhibits 14, 30, and 31).

Did you ever write a lotler suggesting violence or poison +—No,
never.

Look at Mrs. Thompson’s letter of 23rd May (cxhibit 23)—

'Ll try to be patient darlivg. You talk about that cage you are in—
that’s how I feel—only worse if it can be so.

Had you wriiten to her telling her to he patient?—Yes; oh, yes.
Look at the letter of I3th June (exhibit 24 )

Darlingest Boy, I'm trying very hard—very very hurd to B.B.
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Does that mean ‘¢ be brave ’’ %—That means be brave. I had wriiten
her a letter and told her to be brave.
Then it goes on—

When he saw this had no effect on me he got up and stormed—1
said exactly what you told me to and he replied that he knew that’s
what I wanted and he wasn't going to give 1t to me—it would make things
far too easy for both of you (meaming you and me) especially for you he
said.

What had you told her to tell him#—A separation, and if she could
not get a separation suggest a divorce, and she would provide him
with the evidence—she would go to that extent. I iold her to say
that, and that is what she is referring 1o. In the letter of 20th
June (exhibit 25) she says, ‘‘ I wish you had taken me with you,
darlint > There was a suggestion thai we should go away the
following year, 1923, and I had partly made arrangements n
Australia. When she says, ‘‘ When you are not near, darlint, I
wish we had taken the easiest way,’’ she is referring to swecide, as
that was the easiest way out of it. Later on in the letter she says,
‘“ What an utterly absurd thing to say to me, ‘ Don’t be too dis-
appointed.” > I had wrtten {o her saying that I had staried to
make arrangements in Austraha, or that I was going to make arrange-
ments, but she could not expect too much yet, and was not to be too
much disappointed.
Come now to the letter of 4th July (exhubit 26)—

In one part of 1t [she is referring to a letter to you] you say you are
going to still write to me because 1t will help, in another part you say—
perhaps I shan’t write to you from some ports—because I want to help you.

You had written to her to that effect?—Yes, that I was noi going to
write.

Why arn’t you sending me something—I wanted you to—you mnever do
what I ask you darhni—you still have your own way always—If I dou’t
mind the risk why should you? Whatever happens cannat be any more than
this existence—looking forward to nothing and gaiming only ashes and dust
and bitterness.

‘What was 1t she had asked you to send her +—More letters.

‘Where did the risk come with regard to these letters *—The risk
was people seeing them ; she did not want any one 10 see them; that
was all. There was always the difficulty as to where these letters
should be sent to.

Look at letler of 14th July (exhibit 52), where she says—

You do say silly things to me—* try a little bit every day not to think
about me.’

Is that what you had been telling her to do?—That is what I saxd.
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Sometimes I think and think until my bran goes round and round
¢ Shall I always be able to keep you’ Eight years 1s such s long time.

What was she 1eferring to theref—Iler age and mine She was
eight years older than me, and she felt it.
Look at exhibit 63, which was wiitten on 28th August—

Darlingest boy, to-day is the 27th and it’s on a Sunday, so I am writing
this in the bathroom, I always hke to send you greetings on the day—not
the day before or the day after.

What was that the anniversary of —The 27th June, 1921, my birth-
day.
By Mr Justior SmeanMan—DBut this is August?—TYes, it was

EBzamination continued—I1 will read the rest of the lelter—

Fourteen whole months have goue by now, darhnt, it’s so terribly long

Was it the day in the month that i1t was an anniversary of 1—
Yes, the 27th is the anniversary.

Neither you nor I thought we shonld have to wat all that long time,
did we? Altho' I sard 1 would wait five years—and I will darlmt—it’s ounly
three years and ten months now.

What was the wailing five years?—On 27th Junc, 1921, Mrs
Thompson told me she was unhappy, and I said, “ Let me be u
pal to you, let me help you if T can’’ This was after we had
come back fiom the Isle of Wight, and while I was staying in
Thompson’s house. Mrs. Thompson and I had been having an
argument, and she suddenly burst into tears, and I advised her 10
walt, not to give up hope, and not. comumul suicide.

But what was to happen al the end of the five yeurs?—Well,
there was hardly anything definite It was just an arrangement, to
put off anything—her commutting suicide. T exiracted a promise
from her io wait five years, so thal she should noi commii suicide.

During that five years was there io be any suggestion of a
geparation or a divorce?—7Yes, five years to iry and get it.

And if theto was no divorce or separation in five years, what
then did she suggest?—Iither going away entlirely, the two of us
going away, or suicide.

Look now at the letler of 12th September (exhibit 54). This is
one of the last letlers she wrote to you before you got home—

I've got nothing to talk to you aboui~-L can’t think aboul anything
at all—I can't even look forward to secing you. . . . I don't hear from
you much You don’t talk to me hy letter and help me and 1 don’t even
know if I am going to ses you

Will you tell us how she came to wrile that?—I had coaged
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corresponding with her. I had said I would noi see her when I
came to England, as it would not be so hard for her to bear; her
life would be easier, perhaps, if I did nol see her or correspond
with her. 1 was doing that for her sake, as I wanied to help her.
In the letter (exhibit 28), she says—

You say ‘can we be pals only, Perdi, it will make 1t easter’

I had suggested that to her. TFurther on in the same leiter she says—
Have you lost heart and given up hope? Tell me 1f you have darlint.

That was the result of the letter I had written. I arrived in this
country on 23rd September, and Mrs. Thompson wired io me to
meet her.

At that date had there been any agreement that any act of
violence should be done to her husband either by her or by you?—
No, nothing at all.

In these letters that have been read, was there anything which
incited you to do any act of violence to Mr. Thompson I—Nothing
whatever.

Had 1t any eflect on your mind ai all, so far as Mr. Thompson
was concerned =——No, I never considered them much.

The Court adjourned.
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Third Day—Friday, 8th December, 1922,

FreEperick Epwarp Frawcis Bywaters, recalled, further
examined by Mr. CoiL WmireLuy—My ship arrived at Gravesend
on Saturday, 23rd September, and I went to my mother’s that
evening, and continued to reside there I first met Mrs. Thompson
after my return on Monday, the 25th. 1 also mel her on the
next three days at quarier to six in the eveming at Fenchurch
Street station, and I left her at quarter {o seven. Those were the
only times I was with her during those days On Friday, 29th,
1 met Mrs Thompson aboui mid-day and took her to lunch, and
then she went back to her business I went to Fullers’ teashop
between three and four that afterncon, and I got the letter which
Miss Jacobs handed 1o me I was in (he leashop when Mrs.
Vallender came 1 Later on Mis, Thompson came in, 1 left
her that evening in 1lford aboul quarter lo seven, and then 1 went
home to my mother’s  On the Saturday morning, aboui. nine
o’clock, 1 ook her for a walk in Wanstead Park, and left her in
the park about one o’clock 1 went home to my mother’s about
tea-time, and I stayed there for ihe 1est of the day, and for the
whole of the Sunday until the Monday. On the Monday motning
Mrs Thompson telephoned to me (which was quite a usual thing
when I was at home), and I Look her for lunch  After lunch she
went back to her work, and in the afternoon I wenl to Fullers’
teashop. That wag the day on which lligging gave me exhibit 10,
““ Wait ill one, he’s come.~—Peidi.” Mrs. Thompson cawe into
the teashop, and I left her ai about quarter to seven, the usual
time. 1 then went {0 Mr. Graydon’s, 931 Shakespeare (rescent,
Manor Park. I had been there on the previous Monday with a
message from Mr Graydon’s son in Australia. I was on very
friendly terms with that family. On that Monday evening 1
stayed with them up till ubout 10.30. That cvening 1 asked Mr.
Graydon if he would get me some tubaceo, and he said that he would

Up to that time had there been any agroement between you
and Mrs Thompson with reference to her hushand in any wayi—
Only the usual agreemont of trying to get a separation or divorce.

Had the position heen changed in any way from what it had
heen on your previous leave?—No, nothing at all; if anything, we
were both trying to gol more resigned to it.

Come now to Tuesday, 3rd October. Ilad you u knifo in your
possession —VYes, I had u knife with a leathern sheath, which 1
bought in November, 1921, and which T took with mo when I went
abroad. I always carried it in my overcoat pocket, and it was in
my pocket on 3rd October. Mrs. Thompson telephoned to me 28
usual that morning, and 1 took her to lunch ai the Queon Anne
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Restaurant, Cheapside. After lunch she went back to her business,
and in the afternoon I went to Fullers’ teashop. Mrs. Thompson
joined me there at about ten minutes past five; she came to the
door, and I got up and went outsde with her, and left her at
Aldersgate Street station about half-past five The conversation I
had with her was making arrangemenis for the following day.
She asked me 1f I would be in town the following day as usual.

Was that the arrangement thai was come to between you?—
Yes. She said she was going to a theatre with Percy and her
uncle and aunt from Stamford Uill, and Miss Avis Graydon was
supposed to go too, and she added, ¢ I wish I was going with you.”
After leaving her at Aldersgate Street station I went to Mr. Gray-
don’s house at Manor Park, and arrived there betwecn six and
half-past six. I weni there in order to get the tobacco that we
had spoken about, and I remained till cleven o’clock, silting in
the same room all the time. Mr and Mrs. Graydon, Newenhum
Graydon, and Avis were in the room with me at different times
I had a pouch with me which Mrs Thompson had given me as a
present on the Monday. Both Mrs. and Miss Graydon noticed it.
Mrs. Graydon said to me, ‘ You have got a new pouch, Freddy.
Was it a present? >’ and I said, ‘“ Yes.”” She said, ‘‘ From a
girl, T expect?’’ and I said, ‘ Yes.”” She said, ‘1 expect the
same girl gave you that as gave you the watch?’’ (I had got a
present of a watch from Mrs Thompson iwo voyages previously.)
I said, ““ Yes, the same girl gave it me,”’ and she said, ‘I know
who it is, but I am not going to say. Never mind, we won’t argue
abcu: it. She is one of the best.”” I said, ‘“ There is none hetter."’

Bywaters, I know it is difficult, but I want you to tell us in
your own way what your feelings were towards Mrs. Thompson §—-
After that conversation, which happened just before I left, I was
naturally thinking of Mrs. Thompson. I was thinking how unhappy
she was, and I wished I could help her in some manner. That was
the trend of my thoughts all the way to East Ham station. When
I arrived at East Ham station I thought, *“ I dou’t want io go home;
I feel too miserable. 1 want to see Mrs. Thompson; I want to see
if T can help her.”” I turned round from East Ilam station and
walked in the direction of Ilford. I knew Mr. and Mrs. Thompson
would be logether, and I thought perhaps if T were to see them 1
might be able to make things a bit better. I had spoken to Mr
Thompson shout this on two previous occasions only, in August and
September of the previous year

What was your object in going to Ilford?—I went to sce
Thompson to come to an amicable understanding for a separation
or divorce.

Until that moment, had you had any intention of going to
Ilford at all that night?—Oh, no. It kind of came across me all
of 8 sudden. I arrived at Ilford station and crossed over the
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railway bridge, turming down York Road into Belgrave Road
When 1 got into Belgrave Road I walked for some time, and some
distance ahead I saw Mr. and Mrs. Thompson, their backs turned
to me. They were walking along Belgrave Road towards Kensing-
ton Gardens, and Mis. Thompson was on the inside of the pavewent.
I overtook them, and pushed Mrs. Thompson with my right hand
like that (deseribing) With my left hand I held Thompson, and
caught him by the back of huis coat and pushed him along the sireet,
swinging him round After I swung him round I said to him,
‘“ Why don’t you get a divorce or separation, you cad? ”’

‘Where were your hands when you said that?—By my side; I
had let go of him. He said, ‘‘I know that is what you want,
but I am not going to give 1t you, 1t would make it too pleasant
for both of you ”’ 1 said, “ You take a delight 1n making Edie's
life a hell.”” Then he said, ‘“ I’'ve got her, I’ll keep her, and I'll
shoot you.”” As he said that he punched me in the chest with his
loft fist, and I said, ‘‘ Oh, will you? ’’ and drew a knife and put it
in his arm.

Did he do anything before you took the knife out?—VYes, he
punched me with his left hand and said, ‘* I’ll shool you,”’ going
at the same time like that with his right hand (describing).

Why did you draw your knife?-—Because 1 thought I was going
to be killed. After I put my knife into his aim there was &
struggle  All the time struggling, T thought he was gomg to kill
me. I thought he was going to shoot me if he had an opportunity,
and I tried to stop him.

We know of the wounds he received Ilave you any recollection
at all as to how the wounds at the back of the neck occurted—I
have not any ezact recollection, but all I can say is I had the knifo
in my lefi hand, and they got there somehow.

During all this time after you had brushed Mrs. Thompson away
did you see her again?—1I did not She might have Leen 10 miles
away for all I saw of her. After ihe siruggle I suppose I ran away.
I don’t remember it definitely, but thai is what happened.

At that time did you realise that he was dead?—No, he was
standing up when I left him I then made my way home. Next day
I did some shopping with my mother, and came to London with her
In the afternocon I went to the city, and aflerwards I went 1o visit
Mr and Miss Avis Graydon at Manor Park, as there had been an
arrangement made on the Tuesday thal she should come oul. with
me that night.

With Mrs. Thompson #—No, not with Mrs. Thompson. 1 houghi,
a copy of the Ewening News at Mark Lane siation (the station for
Manor Park), and I read there an account of what had happened.

Was that the first knowledge you had that Mr. Thompson was
dead It was. I could bardly belicve it then. T have heard the
evidence that Mr Graydon has given in this Court; it is quite true.
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The police officers came and asked me to go io Ilford police station,
and 1 went. I saw Superntendent Wensley, Inspector llall, and
a typist in the police station that evemng, and I signed my first
statement (exhibit 5) in thewr presence.

Did you yourself dictate that statement’—No, 1 did not; 1 was
agked to oblige Superintendeni Wensley.

Was il done in the form of questions and answers ’—VYes

You say nothing in that statement as to the mecling with Mis
Thompson by the wall %—No.

That is right, 1s 1t not%—That is correct. I did not know what
happened really. I knew Mirs. Thompson was in custody, and I
wanted to help her I was kept at the police station all mght, and
the following evening I signed the statement (exhibit No 6)
Before migning that statement I had been iaken to Mrs Thompson.
I was taken from the library io the C.I.D office.

You were taken past her?—No, m her presence #

Where was it%—In the C I.D office 1 aflerwards made the
statement (exhibit No. 6).

Did you hear what Mrs. Thompson said’—No. | saw her
statement.

By Mr Justice SmEarMan—Do you mean her written state-
ment (exhibit No. 4)?—VYes

Ezamwnatron continued—I have no idea what happened to the
sheath of my knife The kmfe was found five days afterwards.

Cross-examined by the Soriciror-GEneral—Irom Tehruary,
1921, Lo June, 1921, I was with the ‘‘ Orvicto.”” Trom June until
September I was at home. When I came home in June, 1921, I was
eighteen years of age.

Had your acquamntance with Mrs. Thompson hefore that been
eximple)lr1 as & friend of her brother—I was a friend of Mrs. Thompson
as well.

A friend of the family without any particular affection for her?
—Oh, no, that is not so. Mrs. Thompson and I were always very
good friends '

Was it on the holiday which you spent with her and her hushand
at Shanklin when you first fell in love with her?—No,

Did she declare any particular affection for you’—She did not.

Nor you for her?—No.

%r; you suz;ie }-;)f tﬁat 2—{1 am positive.

id you and her husband remain perfectly good friends during
that holiday +—Yes. Py & e

* This is an example of the confusion arising from the bad acoustics of the
Central Oriminal Court, The witness’ meaning a8 to hus see; £ , .
son was never made clear to the Court.—Ed. & 0 of Mrs. Thomp
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‘Wken do you say you first felt or declared your affection for her!
—1I first told her just before I went away in September, 1921. That
was after I had left her husband’s house.

Do you suggest that thai was the first time you and she had
declared yourselves 1o each other?—Yes, as mutual affection.

As being in love with each other?—VYes

Did it go as far as that at that tune?—Yes.

Look at Mrs Thompson's letler to you of 20th June, 1922
(exhibit No. 25), and turn to the fomth paragraph. Was 20th
June, 1921, spent with the Thompsons at Shanklm?—No We were
oot at Shanklin then. We were at Kensington Gardens.

Look al the fourth paragraph—

It’s Friday now dawrhint ncarly time to go, I am wondering if you
remember what yoar answer wes to me in reply to my © Whai's the
matter * to-mght of last year I remember quite well ¢ you know whal’s
the matter, I love you’ . . but you didn’t then darlint, because you
do now and it’s dillerent now, 1sn’t 1t? From then onwards everything
has gone wrong with our Lves—I don’t mean to suy it was right before—at
least mune wasn’t mght—but | was quite indifferent o 1t bemg cither right
or wrong and you darlint—-you hadn’t any of the troubles—or the worries
you have now—you were quite free 1n mmd and body

Was that a true or an untrue statement, thai a year ago, in June,
1921, you and she had declared your love for each other?-—That is
nol right

That is untrue?—That is untrue

Can you suggest how this woman, who was in love with you,
had invented an imagmary heginning for this amazing passion f—
I don’t quite understand you

By Mr. Jusrice Saearvan—To come down to the simpler ques-
tion—did you on that day say, ‘“ 1 love you *’ #—Nao.

Cross-examination continued—Lovk at Mrs. Thompron’s lelter
of 11th August, 1921 (eshibil 49)—

Darlingest,—~Will you please take these letiers back now? I have no-
where to keep them, oxcept a small carh box, 1 have just bought and 1 want
that for my own letters only and [ feel seared to deuth in case anybody
olse should read them. Al the wishes 1 can possibly send for the very
best of luck to-day, from Pexdi

That letter was in fact written a few days alter you had left iheir
house at Kensinglon Gardens?—That is so.

Does that satisfy you that your evidence is wrong as to the date
you told her you loved her3-—No,

Then on 20th August, 1921 (exhibil 12), ehe writes—
P ‘dgome and sce mo Monday lunch time, please darlint. Ile asuspecte.

eldl.
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Do you remember when you met her?—I suppose I went on the
Monday, but I don’t remember.

Do you remember then as to whether you and Mrs Thompson
had conversations as to suspicions of her husband about youl—ILle
was naturally jealous of Mrs. Thompson’s friends.

Did you and Mrs. Thompson have conversations about ihe time,
or just after, you left her husband’s house as to her husbaud beng
suspicious of you?}—No.

Did you and Mrs. Thompson at that time desire that she should
be separated from her husband#—Oh, yes.

‘Was she anxious for 1t 7—Yes

I think in your evidence-in-chief you said that you and Mr. and
Mrs. Thompson discussed a separation?—They discussed it; J
istened.

Were you involved in that conversation as the lover of Mm.
Thompson ?—No.

I may take 1t you did not declare yourself at any time in the
conversation —Oh, no.

Were you anxious to declare yourself, or were you anxious to
prevent the husband from being suspicious 3—I had not those feclingy
then.

Then I may take it that at that time you had no intention of
taking Mrs. Thompson away with you, or no thought of it%—I had
thought of helping Mrs. Thompson; I should like to help her to be
more happy.

Had you any thought at that time of going away with her,
taking her to live with you %—No.

Had you thought of that before you departed on your voyage in
September, 1921 9—7Yes.

Had you suggested that to her?—Noi exactly that 1 had sug-
gested she should get a divorce or separation, and, failing that, wo
should go away together Thatl was just a few days hefore I left in
September, 1921. I saw Mr. Thompson agamn after the interview
at which he and his wife discussed separation—I suw him while 1
was in the house, and I saw him again when I came home in
November.

Up till that time in November, so far as you know, had the
husband any suspicions of you?—No.

Were you and he perfectly good friends %—No, I cannot say that
we were good friends.

Were you on friendly terms?—We were acquainiances.

When you met him in November did you mecet as friends and
part as friends?—As acquaintances. We shook hands when we went ;
we were not bosom chums.

Did you mention the question of a separation o him again on
that occasion in November —Yes.

Was he angry about it%—No, I cannot say he was
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Was he pleased about it?—Well, he was not exactly pleased.

Did he turn you out of the house #—Oh, no.

He discussed it 1n an amicable way?—Yes.

Dwd you then tell him that you were 1n love with his wife!—No

Did you suggest any grounds upon which either she or he wa:
to obtam a divorce 3—No.

Wag divorce mentioned 7—Divorce or scparation was meniioned

Were you not at this time atlempting o keep hack from him all
suspicion as to your rclations with Mis. Thompson?—DNo, I wag
not attempting to keep 1t back.

Did you ever tell him up io that time?—No.

Had you and Mis. Thompson al that tine spoken about suicide?
—Yes

Do you rememher when that proposal was abandonedi—
Abandoned ?

Yos. Was 1t abandonedt—Yes, the pact of suicide was
abandoned.

It is referved Lo in exhibit Wo 62, the letter of 18th November,
1921—

All T could think about last mght was that cumpact we made. Shall
we have to carry il thro’?

Was that pact of suicle abandoned after that letler?—I never
really cousidered it seriously.

May we lake it, from that tame forward there was no more
thought of ihe smeide pacl 9—Oh yes, there was; it was mentioned.

But not really entertained by you?—No

Do you say from that time forwand the only idea in your mind
or hers was divorce or separalioni—Or suicide on her part.

But the suicide, [ put to you, after that letter was not seriously
entertained I—~Not by me, but by her il was.

Except for the suicide on her part you ssy ithat you or she
only contemplaled separation or divorco?—That 18 true, or me 1o
take her away.

Was the removal of her hushand ever mentioned by her to
you —No.

Never t—Never.

Did it ever oveur to you that that was a way in which you and
she might come together?—No

Did her letters suggest it to you?—No.

Did you tell your learned counsel thal you read her letters as
melodrama I—Some.

What was it you understand as melodramat—&he had a vivid
way of declaring herself; sho would read a book and imagine her-
self as the character in the book.

Do you mean that you read her reforences {o poison as melo-
drama }—Some as melodrama ; some as general knowledge.

59



Bywaters and Thompson.
Frederick E. F By

General knowledge !—TYes.

1 don’i understand that What did you understand when she
mentioned a particular poison—To what are you referring?

Are you aware, or do you 1emember, that she menlioned several
times a poison in her letters%—Yes

Did that suggest to you a dose of poison might kill her hus-
band ?—No.

It dud not occur to you—No.

Did you not read those letters as meaning ihat the idea was
in her mind?%—No.

Did she ever make an actual proposal to you that you and she
might go off together —Yes.

When did she firsi make it?—I suppose it was about the Novem-
ber when I came home.

Did you agree to the proposal or did you reject it?—I said,
‘‘ Wait and see what happens.”

What were you going to wait for#—To see if she could get a
separation or divorce.

And how long were you going to waiti—A period of five years.

Did you ever mean to do anything o make a divorce possible?—

No.

You had no inteniion of taking any action?—No.

Will you turn to the leiter of 1lst April, exhilt No. 17. 1
thought a lot about what you said of Dan?’—I had told Mrs.
Thompson about a friend of mine named Dan.

That is all you had told her?—I told her of some of his business
that he had told me I had not told him anything about myself
and Mrs. Thompson.

Then will you follow while I read—

Darlint, don’t trust him—I don’t mean don’t tell him anylthing because
I know you never would—what I mean 15 don’t let him be suspicious of you
regarding that—because 1f we were successful in the action—darhnt cr-
cumstances may afterwards make us want many friends—or helpers and we
must have no enemies—or even people thai know a litile too much
Remember the saying ¢ A little knowledge is a dangerous thing.’

What was ‘¢ the action >’ thai she there rvefers to?—Suicide, as far as
{ remember.

But, Bywaters, read it again. What does ‘‘the uction *’
mean #—Mrs. Thompson had proposed to me that she did not want
by make my lfe as unhappy as hers. She said she would sooner
kill herself.

Do you really suggest that ‘‘ the action *’ means suicidet—As
far as I remember, yes, it means suicide.

@ Are you quile clear it does not mean crime’—I am positive of
at

Tam coming back to that letter. Iook now at exhibit No. 50.
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Thus is written before 31st March and you had been home for about
a forinight ai the end of January and again for a few days at the
end of March?—Yes
Read what Mrs. Thompson says iu that letter—

This time really will ba the last time you will go away—like thinge
are, won’t it? We suid 1t befure darhint I know and we failed—~but there
will be no fadure ilus next time durhnt, there mustn’t be.

IIad there been a failure ?—Yes

What had you tried that had fmled?—Sepaiation or divorce

Does 1L occur te you what was the hest wey {o get a divorce
if that was all you wanted?—Yes, I know the hest way of gelting a
divorce.

What was the best way of gefting a divoree for Mrs. Thompson
from her hushand?—To provide Mr Thompson with the information
he necded.

Why did you nol try =—Beeanse he would not aceept.

Did you provide him with the information?—&he had.

ITad she provuled him with the informahon to enable him tor
get a divorce—>She said she would provide him with the informa-
tion to get n divorce.

Had she tried to give hun the information to gel a divoreel—
She said she would do it.

My question was had she tried {0 get a divoree from her hus-
band +—She had suggested {o him she wanted a divorce, and she
would provide him with the information he required if he would
come to terms.

I suggest to you that ¢ fuilire 7 thers refers {o the same thing
as ‘“‘action >’ in the other letter—that Mrs Thompson had tried te
poison her husband and had failod?-~And 1 say that that is not {rue.

What, you say is that it refers Lo information or a statement
she had thought of making to her hushand (o make him divores
her?—Yes, or scparation

Woere you and she renlly ansious thai he should know that you
and Mrs. Thompson wers lovers%—Ile did know.

From what time dild he know —I do not know he exactly knew
we were lovers. lle knew we were fond of each other.

Did you not do your best, o keep it from him from stari o
finigh —Oh no.

Will you turn to the letter of 3rd January, 1922, exhibit No.
18—

Tmmediatoly | have received a seroud lobler, 1 have destroyed the [first
and when I got the third X destroyed the secomd und 80 oa, now the only
one I have is the “ Dear Kdic” one writen to 41, which I'm éoing to.
koep. It may be useful, who knows?
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Was that the letter of 1st December, exhibit 14, beginning
¢ Dear Edie >’ and signed ‘‘ Yours very sincerely, Freddy '’ *—Yes

Was that the customary way 1n which you wiole to Mrs Thomp-
son at that timel—No.

Was that letter writen in that form in order to disarm
suspicion #—No.

Did you uuderstand from the passage I have just read from
the letter of 3rd January that she was going 1o use (hatl letter to
disarm suspicion !—No

Did you understand what was meant when she said ‘‘ It may
be useful—who knows *’ 9—1I do not know.

Would the letier be any use to get a divorce or separationi—
I think ihat she is referiing to the latter

I take it you would agree with me the let{er would not. be useful
for that purpose?—I do not agree with you. I never said that.

You do not follow me. You agree with me that that letter
which says ‘° Dear Edie,’” and finishes “ Yours very sincerely ”
would be of no use to enable either her or you to get a divorce?—
That letter was not meant to be a means of getling u divorce. It
was o letter conveying Christmas greetings.

Dud you understand what she meant when she said ¢ This letier
may be useful; I will keep it?’—She may have kept this io show
to her sister Avis; Lthat was one of the reasons that I wrote it.

Then you did write it to blind somebody 3 —Oh yes.

Did the subject of poisons ever occur in your conversations with
her when you were at home +—Sometimes.

In what connection%—Geoneral conversation; knowledge.

Who mentioned poisons?—If she had been reading anything
and poison was meniioned, and any matler that she would not under-
stand, she would ask me what il meant.

chDid you know anything about poison?—I dil not kuow very
nuch.
Did she appear to be interested in poison —No, noi particularly.

Did 1t ever strike you it occupied a promineni place in her
mind #—No more than other things.

Did you take an interest in poison?—I was fond of chemistry
when I was at school.

But chemisiry and poison are two different things?—Ioisons
deal with chemustry. Poisons come in chemistiry.

Did you take any interest in poisons as poisons?~No.

Did you keep up your inlerest which you say you had in
chemistry —No, I did not. She kunew of tga.t mterest, though;
her brother used io join me.

Do you suggest then that the mention of poison in your con-
wversation and in your letlers was due to iho fact that she knew you
were interested in chemistry? Is thai your explanation?—No, my
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explanation is this: if she had been reading something and 1t occurred
to her, if I had been 1n her presence she would have asked me what
it was. If I was not there, she put it 1n wriling

Do you remember a document which you wrote out containing
the troy weights, exhibit 577 ¢ 60 milhgrams=1 grain, 18 graing=
1 gramme, 30 grammes=1 oz.”’ Is that your handwniing %—Yes
When did you write 1t%—I could not say.
o Why did you keep 1t?—DBecause 1t is useful mn general know-
ledge

Had that any conncction with the request she made to you to
experiment with pills 7—Oh no.

Turn back to the letter of 1st April, exhibit No. 17, and listen
to this paragraph—

He was telling his Mother etc the circumstances of my ‘Sunday
morning escapade * and he puts great siress on the fact of the tea tasting
bitler ¢ as if something had heen put 1n 14’ he says. Now I think what-
ever else T iry 1t in again will still taste bitter—he will recognise 1t and
be more suspicious still and if the quantity 15 still not successful 1t wil}
injure any chanco I may have of trying when you come home Do you
understand?

What did you understand ahout that passage?—That she had taken
the quinine and it tasted bitter.

Look at it again—

e puts great stress on the fact of the tea tasting bitter ‘as if some-
thing had been put in 11’ he says

To whom did it taste bitter?—Mry. Thompson

Do you suggest that, Bywaters—1I do.

Do you suggest that is how you undersiond the letier when you
received it 9—1I do.

Now I think whatever else I try it 1n agamn will still tasie bitter—he
will recognise 1t and be more suspicious stall,

Do you still adhere to what you say, that she is speaking of
her taste?—Yes

‘What did you understand him to be suspicious of +—That she
was atlempting 1o comnit suicide.

Did you understand her to mean that she would tell him that
her tea tasted bitter and she was sboui to commit suicidel—
Possibly she would.

Is that your undersianding of thal passage!—That is

Look at the letier of st May (exhibit 19)—

" I don’t think we're failures in other things and we mustn’t be in
is.

Did you understand what thal roferred to?—VYes.
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What ¢—Well, if you read further, ‘“ We mustn’t give up as

we said.”
What was that?—Give up irying for a separation or divorce.

We must learn to be patient We must have each cther darlmt It's
meant to be I know I feel 1t is because I love you such a lul—such a love
was not meant to be m vam. 1t will come mght I know one day, 1f not by
our efforts some other way We'll wait eh darhint, and you'll try and get
some money and then we can go away and not wory about anybody o
anything You said 1t was enough for an clephant

Do you remember saying that?—VYes

Did you say that in wriling or in speech!—In speech.

Are you clear about that? Did you say it in u letler or in a
conversation when you were at home?—I really do not remember
whether it was in conversation or in a letter.

And what was it you said was enough for an elephant !—The
quinine I had given Mrs. Thompson.

For what had you given her quinine $—=She had been wanting
me to gel her something with which to commit suicide, as sho did
not want to make my life as unhappy as hers. To saiisfy her
craving I said I would get her something, and I gave her quinine.

It is your suggestion that in May, 1922, you were lending
your assistance to her desire to commit suicide?—FHer sugpestion.

You say you gave her this quinine because she wanfed some-
thing with which to commit suicide. Is that right?~—Yes, that is

Did you give her quinine with that object?—I did.

Were you therefore willing to help her 10 commit suicide
No, I knew she could not hurt herself with quinine.

You were playing with her ideas?—I was pulling her leg.

You said 1t was enough for an elephant. Perhaps it was. But you don’t
allow for the taste making only a small quantity to be taken. It sounded
like a reproach was 1t meant to be?

That is your explanation, thal you were playing a joke upon
her t—That is so.
She goes on—

Darlint I tried hard—you won't know how hard—because you weren’t
there to see and I can't tell you all—but I did—I do want you o believe
I did for both of us. .« I was buoyed up with the hope of the
¢ light bulb’ and I used a lot.

Did you undersiand that as referring to a dose she herself
took of broken glass}—Possibly, yes. She was trying to persuade
me to give her something with which to commit euicide, and I
refrained. I gave her this quinine go that she would not take
anything herself.
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But 1n the next passage that I have called your attention lo
she refers to another specific—

I was buoyed up with the hope of the ‘ Iight bulb ' and I used a lot—big
pieces too

Did you understand that o mean that she had taken glass?—
I understood thai to be a lie from her to me.

You understood, even if it was a lie, that what it was a lie
about was what she had taken herself —Oh, yes.

By Mr Justice Susarman—Look at 1t. Was she lying about
what her husband had iaken or what she had taken herself?—I
say she was lying about what she had taken herself.

Cross-ezamination confinved—Look at the nexi sentence—
I quitc especied to be able to send that cable

Do you suggest that after she had taken the dose that would kill
her she was expecting to send you thai cable’—No, I do not suggest
that.

‘What do you suggest ’—-That she would have sent me a cable if
she had been successful in gelting a divorce or an agreemenl of
separation

By Mr Jusrtrior SaparmMan—Ilad you arranged with her if
anything happened she should cuble yout—VYes, if she wus success-
ful in getting an agreement for separation.

Cross-ezamination continued—

I qute expected to be able to send that cable—but no—nothing has
happened fromn 1t

That is the glass?—No.
What was it?—The approach of Thompson to get this separa-
tion.

Now your leiter tells me about the bitter taste again Oh darhnt, I do
feel so down and unhappy  Wouldn't the stuff make small pills coated

together with soap and dipped in liquorice powder—Lke Beechams~-try
while you are away

Is that why you were interesied in Troy weights ?—No.

Our Boy had to have his thumb operatel on hecanse he had a piece

of glass m 1t that’s what made me try that method again—but I suppuse
a8 you say he is nol normal.

Who is “he’’? Read the next sentence if you are in doubi—

I know I feel I shall never gel him to take a sufficient quaantity ot
anything bitter.
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Have you any doubt that you understood that to mean the husband?
—1 did not understand that.

To whom did you understand it referred —Perhaps she had
made a mistake 1n the words

And meant ‘‘ me ’’?%—VYes

¢ I know I feel I shall never get © myself > 1o take a sufficient
quantity of anything bitter > Is that how you read it?—That is
right; she did nol like the taste of quinine

‘Was there any reason why she should be concerned as to leaving
traces of what she was doing? Read the next sentence—

Darlint, two heads are belter than one 1s such a irue saymg You tell
me not {0 leave finger maihs on the box—do you know I did not think of the
box but I did thmk of the glass or cup whatever was used I wish I wish
oh I wish I could do something

You understood that io mean at the time, ‘I wish, I wish, oh, I
wish I could kill myself ’ Ts that 1t2—Yes

Turn now to ihe letter of 18th May, 1922 (eshibit No. 22),
the ‘¢ Bella Donna *’ lelier—

‘Tt must be remembered that digitalin 15 a cumulaiive poison, and that
the same dose harmless if taken once, yet frequently iepeated, becomes
deadly.”  Darlmngest boy, the above passage I've just come acrors o a
book I am reading ‘‘ Bella Donna *’ by Robert Hichens Is it any use’

Did you answer her question?—No, I did notl answer it

Did you attach any imnporiance to the question?—IT thought
it was another manmner in which she was trying to gol something
with which to commii suicide

YY(:uu were devotedly atiached to Mrs. Thowpson at this time?
—7Yes.

Did it excite no apprehension in your mind when she made
these repeaied proposals to you o commit suicide?—I told her if
she really wanted it I would get it for her; I would get her some-
thing to' commit suicide.

Did you understand this was a proposal that digitulin should
help her io commii suicide?—Yes, I undersiood her 1o mcan that
would be more pleasant than quinine or the glass.

What was the object of having the cumulative poison if she
was going to commit suicide?—I did not see the object of having
a cumulative poison, but it was not unpleasant

Did she expect you to help her to commit suicide, do you know?
—I do not know that she really did expect it, but, she often
mentioned it.

In the long letter I have already referred you to (exhibit 19)
she says—

Do experiment with the pills while you are away—please darlini. No,
we two—two halves—have not come to the end of our tether. Don't let us.

Do you still suggest that was suicide—VYes.
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Look at the letier of 4th July (exhibit No 26), ‘° Have you
studied bichloride of mercury?’’ Had you studied 1t{—I1 had
not.

Did you study it ?*—1I did not.

Did the question surprise you?—No.

Did you refer to 1t 1n your correspondence!—1I did not.

Did you connect it agamn with suicide?—No.

What did you connect it with?—A general or common or
garden question.

Did you still think at that tuue ihat she was pretending or
contemplating to commit suicide?—No, nob apparently then

Just follow. In May she was wriling letiers 1o you which you
say you understood meant suicide?—Yes

In July she was wiiting {0 you about poison when you were in
Freemantle, in Ausuialia %—Yes.

Did you understand her io have abandoned suivide or io be
still thinking of 11’—I did not understand her to mean anything
except thal was a quesiion I expeet she hadd read 1hat sonewhere,
and did not know what it wns, and asked me if I knew.

D1d you ever rebuke her ahout the suicide talk 7—Well, I iried
to pacify her.

When you were in Australia, dul you {ell her thai you had
made arrangements, or had begun tomake arrangements, for living
in Ausiralia with her %—VYes.

That was at this time, on this trip —7Yes.

Was it the arrangement which you bezan to make in Aus-
tralin with a view to her running away Ffrom her husband %-—Yes,
failing separation or divorce.

Look at the lelier of 24th April (exhibit No. 18), which
apparently reached you at Aden on Tth May—

I used the ‘lighit bulb '’ three times bul the third time—he found a
piece—so I've given it up—until you come home.

What did you understand by ihat passage?—She had been lying
to me again

She had been what?—Lying to me, lying.

What did you understand the lie was?—It was melodrama an
her part, trying to persuade me that she had taken broken glass.

‘1 used the °light bulb ’ three times but the third time—he
found a piece.”” You understond she meani her husband had
detected her in an aitempt {o commit suicide—VYes

“ 8o T have given it up until you come home.”” Do you sng-
gest that she was going io wait for your arrival home in order
that you might co-operaie with her in committing suicide 3—1I might
give her something more, some quinine.

That would be g sirange idea to you, Bywalers, if that is right?
—Yes; I do not know her idea.
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In any conversation, did you ever speak about the risks you
and she were running? Did she tell you she was running a
risk 9—Yes.

Can you tell me what risk she was running’—Whenever she
mentioned to her husband separation o1 divorce theie was always
trouble.

What was the 1isk?—Of her being unhappy, her life being
made more unhappy

Did she say, I am prepared to run a risk if you are '’ ?—
If I would let her, 1f I was agreeable.

The risk she was running?—Of being knocked about.

Did she tell you 1n her letiers that, so far as she could make her
husband believe 1t, her husband thought she was a happy woman
again, or something of that sort?—No, she lold me in her letlers
that was the only way she could obtain a little peace.

Now I come to September Were you anxious to break off or (o
alter the relations between you and Mrs Thompson?—I thought il
I did not see her, or did nol correspond with her, her hfe woull
not seem so hard

You thought if you did noi write to her it would make her lils
easy—Yes

You got the letter (exhibit No 28) some tume aboul September
Look at this passage—

Darlingest Boy,—I don’t quite understand you about ‘Pals’ Yuu
say ‘Can we be Pals only, Peid:, 1t will make 1t easier’

Had you said thai?—7Yes.
Meaning no longer lovers?—If we could slifle our feelings would
it be easier for her.

Do you mean for always? because 1f you do, No, no, a thousand times
We can’t be ‘pals’ only for always darlmt—its impnssible physically and
mentally. Last time we had a long {alk—I said ‘ Go away this time and
forget all about me, forget you ever knew me, 1t will be easier—and better
for you’ Do you remember—and you refused, so now I'm refusing darlint—
it must be still ‘the hope of all’ or ¢ the finish of all’

By Mr. Jusmior SEmARMAN—You understand this leiler as en-
treating you still 1o be her lover?—No, 1L was not entreating ; it was
stating facts; that was all.

Cross-examination continued—

If you still only mean for a certamn time and you think it best, darlint
it shall be so—I don’t see how it will be easicr myself—but il shall be as
you gay and wish, we won’t be our natural selves tho’ 1 know—we’ll be
putting a kerb on ourselves the whole time—lke an iron band that won’t
expand. Please don’t let what I have wrillen deter you from any
decision darlint—I don’t want {0 do that—truly I'd like to do what you
think best I don’t sleep much better nmow—the nights scom so loug—i
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sleep for an hour and he awake for 2 and go to sleep again for another
hour—right thro’ the might. A doctor can’t do me any good darlint—
no good at all—even the most clever in the land—unless that doctor 18 you
and 1t can’t be, so I’'m not gomng to waste any more money on them I
want you for my doclor—my pal—my lover—my everything—just all and
the whole wold would be changed

Then at the end of the letter—

Yes, darlint, you are jealous of hum

Who was ‘‘ Lim’? Did you understand him ro be the husband?—
Yes. I understood the husband, bhut I made the statement first
Mrs. Thompson related 1o me he had taken a lady out to ica, and 1
made the remaik, ‘“ All people’s lastes are alike Do you think hy
this that I am jealous of him? ”’

** Yos, darhint, you are jealous of him >’ '—Yus.

*¢ But I want you to be—he has the right by law to all ihat you
have the right to by nature and love—jyc¢s darlint be jealous, so
rauch that you will do soun ibiag deporate "= ~hui 1 was not jealous.

She was appealing to you to be jealous and do somethiug
desperale?—No. ‘“ Desperate >’ was to iake her away—that is how
T vead it.

Why did you not iake her away?—Fmancial reasons

Tlad you at that time ever thought of marrying her?—No

1lad you ever asked her io go with yon?—There had been
suggestions.

Did you ever ask lier as 4 man {0 a woman 1o go away with you
snd leave her husband?—I don’t know that I had asked; it was
more of a mutual kind of arrangement.

You had never made a definite kind of arrangement#—No, she
would not take it ; she would prefer a divoree or separation.

Exhibit No. 55 is an undated letier—

Darlmt DPal, pleaso try and use—pour moi, aud don't buy & pouch,
je vas, pour vous—one of these days.

Was that the note which was given to you when she gave you Lhe
pouch 2—No.

Was the pouch given to you on 1st Ocloher?—TYes.

What does thiy letler refer (o%—It refers to a pipe.

Was it written after you had gone home?—I had it when I was
in England, yes.

With it did the next document come, a cnlting from the Daily
Sketch of 20th September, 1922—‘¢ Chicken Broth Death.  Rai
poison consumed by fowl kills woman >’ #—Yes,

At that time you were able 1o read English newspapers for
yourself —No, not when this was written.

I thought you said it was given to you, or handed 1o you, ufler

69



Bywaters and Thompson.
Frederick E. F. Bywaters

you reached England’—1I said I 1eceived it when I was in England.
I received 1t in Plymouth on my homeward jowrney When I reached
Tilbury 1 received the telegram of 25th September (exhubit E8),
“ Must catch 5 49 Fenchurch reply if can manage ”’

You met Mrs. Thompson flom time to time without her hushaud’s
knowledge i—Yes .

Did you speak to her of the risk that you and she were running?
—Not any nsk thai I was runniug.

Look al the leiter wiitten on lst Oclober (exlubit No 60) at
the end—

Don’t forget what we ialked in the Tea Room, I'll stall rwk and try
if you will—we only huve 33 years left dailingest

Whai did you understand ithe 1isk was thai she was prepared io
run?—The risk of bewng knocked about when she was asking for
separation or divorce

What was the risk that you were Lo vun, 1 will still 1isk and
try of you will 29— If you will let me

How was she going {o run the rwk of being knocked about by
telling her husband she was going wilh you?—No, by asting for o
divorce or separation.

Then you did in fact meet her and never went near her husband ?
—1 kept away; I did not want further {rouble.

You metl her at Fullers in the afternoon of 3rd Ocloberf— Yeu.

Did you have any conversation about her husband —No.

Did you not refer io him?—Ouly that she was going to the
theaire.

She did tell you that she was going lo the theatre?—VYes.

And she told vou which theatre !—Yes.

Afier you left her I understand you went straighl o the
Graydons —Yes

Were you carrying your kmfe when you went there I—1I was.

Did you carry that knife everywhere while in England -—VYes

Did you ever use 1t for anything{—Cutting siring or cuiling
things handy

Is that the pwypose for which you caried it #—I bought that—
it may be handy at any time.

A knife of that size and characier?—Yes, handy at sca.

Handy at sea, but was il handy ai home?—7Ves.

As you told us, you knew before you went to the Graydons that
they were going to the theaire%—VYes.

When you made your statement of 4ih Octoher (exhibit 5) did
you say {hi—

Before leaving, I remember Mrs. Graydon’s daughter Avis saying that
Percy (Mr. Thompsoi) had phoned hor up, and I gathered from the
observations she made that he was taking his wife to a theatre that night,
a.nd7that there were other members of the family gomng.
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You meant by that that you had heard for the first time that at the
Graydons?—I did not say that

Did you mcan that’—DNo, I meant whai [ say.

Do you agree with me tha! the weamny of thal paragraih iy
that you gathered it for the first ume from conversation?—No.

Just before that v.u say m your statement—

1 left my home ycesterday mornmg about quarler to twelve 1 wa.,
drested 1n the same clothes that I em now wewung T went up west
and remawmed there til the evening I was ulone and uever mec wbyone
that I knew

That was untrue —Thut was untiue 1 ohjecled to a lol of Superin
tendent Wensley’s ruestions—i resentud his questions

You menn by ** 1esented his questions ”° thai you lold a iaise
hood¥—VYes, I wanted fo help Mrs Thomprow.

Did you iell [alsehomls m order to shuchl yourself in that slate
meut ¥—No.

It was your one idea Lo shicld M1 «. Thompson —That is so.

Why did you not stick Lo your firsl statemem? Why did you
alter your statement ?—I vaw told Mrs. Theompeon would be released
if T made that stalement.

And you made the second statement '—1T did.

Was the secoud statement any more (rue thar the first 7 —Yes.

Did you say anylhing as to your meetng Mrs Thompson m your
sucond. statement #—1 don’t know. What did [ say?

“ Mis. Iihith Thompson was not aware of my novements oh
Tuesday might, Srd Oclober.”’ At any rate, whether you mtended
it or unot, you did not correct your previous statement that you had
ot scen her on that day’—No.

Why did you not put inte your statement of Hth October any-
thing about the incident of the attack which you have teld us to-day?
Had you forgotien that?—No. When I saw Mrs. Thompson she was
so ill I thought she was going to die, and I Lthonght the sooner that
I got 1t down the quicker she would be released and could go home
with her motiber.

So you omitied that part of your slory which was concerned with
the threat to shoot and the struggle?—I did. That was my main
object; I wanted to help her

Can you suggest how it helped her, Lo omit that important faet?
—=She would have been released. I did not, trouble about details or
anything like that. I had questions put to me and [ said, ¢ Yo,
you say il.”’

You said ““ Yes ’ {o anything suggested 2—DPractically anything,

May I say that that sialement there way no more true in sub-
stance than the other statement was, or that you did not care
whether it was trnef—Oh, yes, it is true; part of it [ said myself.
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Was it true, as you said in your statement, that you waited for
Mrs Thompson and her husband%—No. That was unirue. I had
that put to me.

@ What, you actually did was to catch them up#—Yes, I overl: uk
em.
Are you a right-handed or a left-handed man ?—Right.

Did you strike the first blow from behind?—I struck the iirst
blow in front, his right arm.

Did the struggle take place al one spoi, or was he moving
forward *—I] could not say whether we moved. I do not imagine we
stood still.

Did you say you remembered siriking one blow at his throat ¢—
I did not say that

Do you remember striking a blow at his throat?—I do not.

And you do not remember anyihing, do you say, after you pushed
Mrs Thompson away?—I remember pushing Thompson up the street,
and the conversation betwecen us, and the subscquent events

Did you not discuss in the tearoom thai aflernoon the possibility
of meeting them that mght?—We did not stay in the {earoom.
She did not come into the learoom; I left it 1o join her.

Did you not discuss with her sometlung desperuie’— 1 did not.

Did you not refer to her husband exeept in counceton with the
theatre parly %—Thai 1s the only way we referred to him.

Did she tell you she had abaundoned all idea of suicide!—No.

Did she make any reference to poison, or force, or violencel—
She did not

And your story is that you went out from the Uraydons never
intending to use violence to Mr Thompson?’—I never intended to
see them when I first weul out *

You formed the idea on your way f{rom the siation at Wesl {lam?
—East Ham.

Is this true in your second statement, ““ I only meant to injure
him *’ 19—t is hardly true. I meant to stop him from killing me.

1 did not intend to kill him; I only meani {o injure him.”
‘Was that true, that you went there to injure him #—No, it 18 not.

“1 gave him the opportunity of standing up to me as a man,
but he would not.”” Was that irue?—When T said that I referred to
a back occasion, nol to this occasion.

Did you on this occasion give him an opportunity of standing up
:«;1 you as a man?—No, I did not suggest any violence or fisticufls at

Do you mean to suggest that he made the first assault upon yont
—VYes, he did.
And that you then drew your kmfe?—I did

“He had m fact arranged to go and get some cigarettes which Mr. (iraydon
had promised to have ready for him on the evening of the 3rd.—Ed.
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Is 1t the fact that you never saw any revolver or any gun at
that moment —1I never saw it, no.
Did you coniinue to stab him in the expectation of seeing one at
any moment?—I did not know I was stabbing him I iried to stop

him from shooting me; that is all.

Re-examined by Mr Ceomw WrmiTsLEY—Although I never saw &
revolver I believed that he had one, otherwise I would not have diawn
my knife I was in fear of my life

At any time have you had any miention to mwder Mr
Thompson —I have not.

Your attention has heen direcied to the fist statemeni which
vou made (exhibit 5) Dl you ever suggest in tlus siatement or any
other that the first time you heard aboul the thenire was ai the
(haydons’—No 1 did not suggest that I did not wish Superin-
tendent Wensley to know that Mis Thompson and T were meeting
each other,

Were you thinking of anybody else except Mrs Thompson when
that staiement (exhibit §) was tauken from you’—No

Look at the letter of 11ith August (extubnl 49), *¢ Darlingest,
will you please take these letters back now?”’ 1 want you to iell
the Cowrt what thove lelters were?—Those letters are now in the
possession of the police They are letters writien o me by a lady in
Australia which T had given to Mrs Thompson 1o read.

Are the ivo leiters wrilten by you (exhibils 30 and 31) in
similar terms 1o all the other letiers which you wrole to Mis.
‘Thompson when you were abroad #—Not all the letteis—some.

Love letiers —Yos,

Did you ever in any letter io Mrs. Thompson say anything with
regard lo giving poison 1o her hushand, or anything of that sortf—
1 did nol

Mr. WarrsLey— That is our case

Evidence for the Prisoner Thompson.

Mrs. Eorre Jessie Toomeson (prisoner on oath), examined by
Mr. Wanrer Franrrov—I was martied {o Perey Thompson on 16th
February, 1915. Al the time of my marringe and for some years
before I was employed by Messrs. Carlion & Prior, and I continued
in that employment after my marriage.

_ Was your marriage a happy one’—No, not particularly so. I
think 1 was never really happy with my husband, but for perhaps
two years it was beiter than it had heen.

After a lapse of {wo years were there constant differences aud
troubles between you?—There were. My husband and I very often
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discussed the question of separation, long before June of 1921. I had
known the family of Bywaters for some years before 1921 I cannol
soy that my husband knew them well, but he knew them, he had
met them often In June, 1921, I went wilth my husband and some
friends to the Isle of Wight for a holiday The prwsoner Bywaters
accompanied us, at the invitation of my husband. We 1emained
there u week, and then we returned o our house in Ilford, along with
Bywaters, who remained there, living with my husband and myseli,
until 5th August

During that holiday in the Isle of Wight, and while Bywaters
was al your house, had you conceirved an affection for him?%—No
The 1st of August of that year was a Monday. I had some trouble
with my husband that day; 1 think 1t originated over a pin, but
eventually 11 was brought (o a head by my sister nol appearing at
tea when she said she would I waunted to wait for her, but my
husband objecled, and said & lot of things to me about my family
that I resented. Ile then struck me several times, and eventually
threw me across the room. Bywaters was in the garden at this {1me,
and in the course of the disturbance he came into the room and
stopped my husband Later on that day there was a discussion aboui,
a separation I cannot remember exactly what was saild, except that
I wanted a separation, and Bywaters enireaied my husband to
separate from me, but he said what he usually said, that he would not
At first he said he would, and then I said to him, ““ You always tell
wme that when I mention the subject, and later, when it actually
comes, you refusc to grant it to me.’” I do not remember any further
discussion with my husband aboui separation between the Monday,
1st Augusi, and the Friday, when Bywaters left. I occasionally saw
Bywalers after he lefi {he house

Have you at any time from your marrmage until the death of
your husband ever dune anything to injure him physically -—Never.

Have you ever been in possession of poison?—Not. to my
knowledge

Have you ever admimstered any poison to your husband +—No.

Have you ever given him ground glass in his food or in any
form {—Never.

Have you ever broken up an eleciric light bulb and given him
that 2—Never.

Come now to ithe letters Look first at the letler dated 1lth
August, 1921 (exhibit, 49)—

Darlingest,—~Will you please take these leiters back now! I have
nowhere to keep them except a small cash box, I have just bought and I
want that for my own letters only and I feel scared to death in case anybody
else should read them.

‘What were those letters I—They were letters written to him, I under-
stand, by a girl in Ausiralia
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What sort of letters were they thai weie written by thelady in
Austraha to Bywalers? Were they what would be called love lettcis?
—You would hardly call them love lotiess—porsonal letters Thoy
were nol letters of mimne. I do not tluulk I had corresponded with
Bywaters before this date, bul I really cannot remember

The nexi letter I want you to look at isx the one dated 20k
August, 1921 (exhibnt 12)—

Come and see me Monday lunch tume, please darlint Ile suspects

What did you wmean by ** he svspects >’ 2—1 meant thaw my husband
suspected I had seen Bywaters; I thiuk 1t was on the ¥riday previous
to that date. I usually saw him on Fiidays, ond 1 continued to see
him until he saled on 9th Septenher  iie came back m the end of
October, and remamed 1n this country until 11th November. After
he sailed T corresponded with um, aud aiwong other letters T wrote
exhibit 62, which 1¢ undated.

All I could think about last mghe was that <ompuel we made. Shall
we have to carry 1t thro’? Doun’t let w. dorhat 1’d like to Tive and be
happy—not for a lttle wlile, hut for all the while you still love me.
Death scemed horrible last mghi—wheu you thmk about 1t dailint. it does
seemm a hornble thinyg to die. when you have never heen happy really
happy for one Little mmute

What compact were you referrmg o in that leiter (o Bywateryt—-
The compach of suierde We had disersid the question of swede
some {ime previous {o the writing of tlis letier; 1 cannot state
when,

Whai was said aboul it?--That nothing wax worlh living for,
and that it would be far casier 1o he dead.

1Tad you discussed any particular mean i of commitiing sincide?-—
T believe we had

After Bywaters had sailed on that voyage did you send hun from
time to time cuttings out of the papersi—I dul. They were gonerally
cuttings of sensational matiers appearing at the time. Amongst the
cuttings that I sent there was an account of an inquest upon a girl,
Freda Kemplon, who had died through taking an overdose of cocaine.

In your letter of 11th March, 1922 (exhibit 20), you say—

Enclosed are somne cuttings that may be mteresting. I think the ¢ red
hair ’ one is true in parts—you toll me which purts darlint. The Kempton
cutting may be interesting if it’s to be the sume method.

What were you 1eferring to there?—-Our compact, of suicide.
Look at the letter (exlubit 27) where you say—

I had the wrong Torridge to-day, bat 1 don’t suppose 1t will matier,
I don’t seem to care much eithor way. Youo'll probably say I'm carcless and
¥ admit I am, but I don't care—do you?

‘What were you referring to?—I really cannot explain. -
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The suggestion here 1s that you had from time io time put
things mto your husband’s porridge, glass, for instance’—I had
not done so

Can you give us any explanation of what you had in your
mind when you said you had the wrong porridge?—Except we had
suggested or talked about that soit of thing and T had previously
said, ‘“ Oh yes, I will give him something ono of these days

By Mr Jusrice SEEauMan—Do vou mean thai you had talked
about poison?—I did not mean anything in particular

Ezamination confinued—\We had lalked ubout making my hus-
hand ill.

How had you come lo talk about making your hushand ill?—
We were discussing my unhappiness

Did that include your husband’s treatment of you’—Ves.

Now vou say you probably said that yvou would give him some-
thing ?—I did.

Did you ever give him anylhing?—Nothing whatever. My
husband took porridge in the mormings Tt was always prepared by
Mrs. Lester, and never by me.

Furiber on in 1hat same leiter (exbilit 27), vou say—

You know darlint I am begmning to think T have gone wrong
the way I manage this affair I think perhaps it would have heun beuter
had I acquicsced in everylhing he said and did or wanted to do At least
1t would have disarmed any suspicion he might have and that would hava
been betier if we have to use drastic measures
What were you meamng hy the ‘¢ diastic measwmes ”’ von might
have to use?—Leuaving England with Bywalers

Look now al the leiter of 3rd January, 1922 (exhibit 13), where
you say—

Immediately I have received u second letter, I have destroyed the first
and when I got the third 1 destroyed the second and so on, now the only one
I have 18 the * Dear Edie "’ one written {0 41, which T am going io keep.
It may be useful, who knows?

Why were you keeping thai letier?!—I wanied Lo show it o my people
if T were asked if I had heard [rom Mr Bywalers for Christmas.
It was a letler wishing me all good wishes for Chrisimas and my
people were certain to ask if I had heard from him. Otherwise I
did not keep Bywalers’ leiicrs, it being a habil of mme to destroy
leiters that T had received.

You go on to say—

Darhat, I've surrendered to him unconditionally now-—do you under-
stand me? I thuk it the best way to disarm any suspicion, in fact he
has several times asked me if T am happy now and T’ve said ““ Yes quite
but you know that’s not the truth, don’t you.
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What 1s the meauing of that paragraph’—When I wrote that leiter
1 was expecting Mr. Bywaiers home 1n a few days, and I knew if
my husband had any suspicion he was coming home he would try
to prevent me from seeing him

Further on you say—

Thanking you for those grectings dachnt, bal you won’t always be ©the
man with no nght’ will you?

What does that refer to?—I had lLopes of obtamning a divorce fiom
my husband and thal Bywaters would marry me
Turn now to your letter of 10th February (exhibit 15)—

Darlint—You must do something this time—I'm not really impatient—-
but opportunmities come and go by—they have to—because I'm helpless
and I think and thimk und thimk—pehaps—it will never come agam

What did you mean by ‘* You must. do somelhing this time *?9—I
meant he must find me some sorl of situation or take me away
altogether without one, I had discussed the question of Bywaters
findimg mo a situation and also the place where he was to look for
one for me—in Bombay, Matseilles, Australia—in fact, really any-
where where he heard of anything

I want to tell you about i On Wednusday we had words— in bed
—Oh you know darlint--over that same old subject and he satid—it was all
through you I'd altered. 1 told um 1f he ever again blamed you to me
for any difference there might he in me, I'd leave the house that mnute
and this 18 not an udle threat e suid lots of other tlungs and I bit my
lip—so that I shouldn’t snswer—eventually went to slecp. About 2 am.
he woke me up and asked for water as he felt 11 1 got it for him and
asked him what the matter was and tlns 18 what he told me—whether it 18
the truth I don’t know or whether he did it to frighen me, anyway 1t
didn’t. e said-—some one he knows m town (not the man [ previourly
told you about) had given him a prescription for a draught for mromma
and he’d had 1t madoe up and taken 1t and it made him il. He certainly
looked ill and his eyes were glassy. I've hunted for the said prescription
everywhere and can’t find 1 and ashed him what he had done with it
and he said the chemist kept af

Is that a true accouni of sometlung that happened to your husband?
—Absolutely true. [e suffered from insomnia and from his heart,
and he took medicines for both.

Were you in any way responsible for that condition that you
describe m this leiter —None whalever,

You go on—

I told Awis about the incident only I told her as 1f it frightened and
worried me as I thought perbaps it mught be useful at some future time

that I had told somcbody What do you think, darlint. s sister
Maggie came in last night and he told her, so now thore are two witnesses,
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altho’ I wish he hadn’t told her—but left me to do it IiL would be so easy
darlint—if I bad things—I do hope 1 shall

What 15 the meaning of that paragraph?—I wrole that io let By-
waters think I was willng to do anything to help him, to retann
his affections.

Look at your letter of 22nd Febhruary (exhibit 16), where you
wrile—

T suppose 1t 1sn’t possible for you to send 1t to me—noi ail all possible,
I do »o chafo at wasting time darlint.

What were you referting to thers when you wrote that?—Mr By-
waters had wold mv he was bringing me something and I suggested
to sand 11l Lo me, to allow him io think I was eager for him to send
me something to do what wus suggested. I wanied him to thmk I
was eager to help him, to bind lum closer 10 me, o relain his
affcetions I had no idea what *“ it *’ was.

Tlus thing that I am going to do for both of us will it ever—ab all,
muke any duference between us, darlint, do you understand what [ moun.
Will you ever think any the less of me—not now, I know darlint—bvt
later on—perhaps some years hence—do you thimk you will fecl any
differeni—Dbecause of this thing that 1 shall do Darhint—if 1 thought you
would I’d not do 1t, no not even so that we could be happy for one day
even one hour, I'm not hesmtialing darlint—through fear of any conse-
quences of the action, don’t think that but I'd soover go on in the vld way
for years and years and yvars and retuin your love and respect. 1 would hike
you to write me darlmt and talk to me about this

‘What was ihe thing that you were gowng to do for both you and
Bywaters?—I was o go away and hive with him withoul being
married 1o him.

Come now to exhibit 50—

This time really will he the last you will go away—like things are won’t
it?  We said 1t before darlint I know and we failed—but there will be no
failure this next time darbnt, there musin’t be—I'm telling you--if things
are the same agamn then I am gomng with you—wherever 1t 18—if it 18 to
gsca—I'm commng too and i 1t’s to nowhere—I['m also coming darhnt,
You'll never leave me behind again, mever, unless things are different.

What is the meaning of that paragraph?—Thai referred i0 my con-
stant requests to my husband for a divorce That is what I meant
when I said we had failed before. We had iried to get a divorce
or get him (o accede to one, but I meant if I had not gol his consent
the next time I was going away with Mr. Bywalers at whatever cost
and whatever it meant.

Do I understand the failure was a failure to induce your huse-
bang to divoree you?—That is so.
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And if you were not able io persuade him to take the steps,
then you were going away, al whatever cosl, with Bywaters *—That
is so.
The next letter I have to trouble you wilh 1s Lhe one dated 1st
April (exhibit 17)—

He was tellng his mother elc ihe circumstances of my ° Sunday

morning escopade ’ and he puis great stress on tho fuct of the twea tusting
bitter

Was there ever any tuwe when yuur hushand complained to his
mother aboui the tea tasting hiler?—Not {o my knowledge.

Was this an raagmary iacident then thay you were recording +—
Yes My hushand's mother s still alive.

Now I'thmk whatever else T tey it in comn will still tagte Ditter—he
will recognise 1t and be more suspicrous stdl and if the quuntity 18 stall

not successful—1t will tynre wny (hance I may have of trymeg whea jou
come home Do you understand?

Had you al that tie or any e put anything inlo your husband’s
lea.!—No

Had ho ever al any iime made complamt {hat his ten tasied
bitier 2—No.

Im gomg to try the glass agam occastonally -whon 1t 1, safe—T've
got an eleciric light globe ihis tame.

What, did you mean Bywaters to understand by thalt?--That, I was
willmg to help him in whatever he wanled e to do or suggesied 1
should do or we should do.  There were elecirvie fights in the house.

Iad yon gol an electric light bnlb for any purpose of {his
descriptioni—I had nol.

Did you ever inlend to use one?--T did noi.

Did you ever al any time use onef—Never.

Took at, your letter of Tth May, exhibit No. [8&—

Mother and Dad eame over to wo to dinuer -1 had plonty to do On
Monday Mr and Mrs. Birnage came to tea and we all went {o the Hippo-
drome 1 the evenung. By the way—what 1 * Avomatic tineture of
opium,”~Avis drew my atteution o a hottle of flus soealed in the medidne
chest in yowr ronm. 1 took possession of 1 and when he missed it and asked
me for it—I refused to give it himn -he refuses to fell me where he got 1t and
for what reason ho wants it—to I shall koep it till I hear from you.

1ad your sister Avis found the bottle of aromulic tincture of opium!?
—Yes. I had no idea it was in the house hefore she found it. 1
did not know whother my husband was using it or not. I had no
idea, what it was, beyond tho name, aud in my letter [ am asking
Bywaters what it is. My husband missed it and asked mo about it.
1 believe my sister Avis took possession of the hoitle and threw the
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contents down the sink and then threw the bottle away. The bottle
which is now shown to me (exhibai 61) is similar, but I cannot say
whether it is the same

I used the °light bulb’ ihree times but the third time—he found &
plece—so I've given i, up—until you come home.

Is there any truth i thai statement *—None whatever

Did you at this time or any time use the light bulb?—Never at

Was there ever an occusion when your husband found a piece of
glass 1 his food or anywhere!—Never.

I see in that leiter you go on to refer io. and give extracts from,
books you were reading. Were you in the habil of doing that!—
Yes I described in detail the characlers in novels I was reading
and I asked Bywaters his opmmon and views upon these various
characlers. Among other books T read ‘¢ Mmia,”” “ The Guarded
Flame,” * The Common Law,”’ ¢ The Truitful Vine,”” *‘ Tho Busi-
ness of Life,”” ¢‘ Bella Donna,’’ and ‘¢ The Way of this Woman.”

Look now at your lelier of lst May (exhibit 19)—

It will come right I know one day, 1f not by our cfforts some other way
We'll wait eh darlint, and you'll try and get somec money and then we
can go away and not worry ahout anybody or anylthmg. You said 1t was
enough for an elephant  Perhaps 1, was. Bul you don’t allow for the
taste making only a small quantity to he taken It sounded lhike a reproach
was 1t meant to he

What was it thal you were 1eferring to there as being enough for
an elephant#—Some quimne that Mr Bywaters had given me in a
small bottle before he went on his voyage.

Had you given some of 1t to your husband —No

Did you at any time give anything out of the ordinary to your
husband ?—No, never.

In thai paragraph you refer to the fact that you will wait until
he gels some money. Was the want of money a hindrance to you
both going away al that lime?—It was.

Further on in that letter you say—

I was buvyed up with the hope of the ¢ hight bulb’ and I used & lot—
big pieces too—not powdercd—and 1t has no effect—I quite expected to be
able to send that cable—but no—nothing has happened from it and now
your letter tolls me ahout the bLitter tusie again Oh darlnt, I do feel so
down and unhappy.

Had you administered any glass fragments of light bulbs to your
husband, either in large or small preces =—Never al all.

Had you arranged to send a cable (o Bywaters about any-
thing ?—VYes, principally aboul if I was successful in gelting a divorce:
from my husband.
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When you say ‘‘ Your letter tells me aboui the bitter taste
again,”’ what had that reference to?—Something Mr Bywaters had
said to me about a bitter taste, I suppose.

Bitter taste of what?—Of the stuff I had in the bottle.

Then you proceed—

Wouldn’t the stuff make small pills coated together with soap and
dipped in lhquorice powder—hke Beechams—try while you are away.

What did you wish Bywaters to understand by that?—I wantied him
to understand that I was willing to do anything he expected me to
do or asked me to do—to agree with him I wanted him to think I
would do anything for him to keep him to me.

Turn now to your letter of 18th May (exhibii 22). You com-
mence that letter with a quotation about digitalin and you say you
have taken the passage from a book by Robert Hichens that you
are reading Did you know what digitalin was?—I had no idea.

Why did you write and ask Bywaters ‘ Is it any use?’—For
the same reason; I wanted him to feel that 1T was willing to help
him, to keep him to me. I have ncver had digilalin in my possession
to my knowledge My first knowledge of the exisience of such a
thing was from reading ‘‘ Bella Donna.”” Further on in thai letter,
when I say ‘‘ Huiry up and take me away—io Egypt—if you like,
but anywhere where it is warm,’’ I just mean what 1 say—I wanted
him to take mo away at any cost; it would not matter what happened.

Was that the thought 1n your mind at this time, that you should
go away with him?—The uppermost I have already explained that
I had been asking Bywaters to find a situation for me abroad, and in
one of my letters I had said that I was going whether 1 had a situation
or not. In my letter of 23rd May (exhibit 23) I say—

Your news about—from Bombay—and waiting till next trip made me
feel very sad and down-hearted—it will be awful waiting all that time,
3 months will 1t be—1I caa’t wail—yes, I can—I will, I must—I'll make
myself somehow—I'll try to be patient darlint.

The news from Bombay that I was referring to there was that he
had tried to find me a position to go to and had failed.

In that letter you tell Bywaters that you would like him to
read ‘‘ Bella Donna,”’ as he might learn something from it to help
you. What were you referring to in ‘‘ Bella Donna *’ which you
wished him to read which might help you both —The bhook was really
about Egypt, and I thought he mughi learn something in 1t about
Egypt.

Mr. JusTior SEEARMAN—TI should like to clear this up. Is not the
main point of it that the lady killed her husband with slow poisoning{

The Sorrorror-GeNErAL—I] was going to deal with it in cross-
examination.
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Eramination continued—Do you recollect in that book any
particular part or character that you wished to call Bywaters’
atteniion to?—No, not particularly.
Look at your letter of 14th July, 1922 (exhibit 52)—

About Bella Donna—no I don’t agiee with you about her darlmt—I
hate her—hate io think of her—I don’i ihink other people mude her what
she was—that sensual pleasure loving greedy Bella Donna was always
there, If she had originally been different—a good man hike Nigel would
have altered her darlint—she never knew what 1t was to be denied any-
thing—she never knew *goodness ’ as you and I know it—she was never
interested 1 a good man—or any man unless he could appease her sensual
nature. I don’t think she could have been happy with nothing—except
Baroud: on a desert 1sland she liked—no loved and lived for his money or
what 1t could give her—the luxury of s yacht the secrecy with which she
acted all bought with his money—that’'s what she hked. Yes she was
clever—I admire the cleverness—but she was cunning, there is a difference
darhnt, I don’t admire that—I certainly don’t think she would ever have
killed Nigel with her hands—she would have been found out—she didn’t
hike that did she? being found out—it was that secret cunning in Baroudi
that she admired so much—the cunnmng that matched her own If she had
loved Baroud1 enough she could have gone to him—but she hked ihe
security of being Nigel's wife—for the monetary assets 1t held. She doesn’t
seem a woman to me—she seems abnormal—a monster utterly selfish and
self-liing. Darlint this 18 where we differ about women

Was that your true opinion about the character in that book you
were referring to?—Absolutely

Turn now to your letter of 13th June (eshibii 24). Do you
remember the day of that month that Bywaters returned io sea’l—1J
fancy it was the 9th.

You are writing on the Tuesday following his departure—

I'm trying very hard—very very hard to B B. I know my pal wants me
to. On Thursday—he was on the ottoman at the foot of the bed and ssid
he was dying and wanted to—he had another heart atlack—thro me.
Darhint I had to laugh at this because I knew 1t couldn’t be a heart
attack.

On that Thursday (the day before Bywaters sailed) had there heen
a scene between you and your husband ?—Yes, in the evening. Mr.
Bywaters had taken me oul to dinner. I arrived home later than I
usually do, and my husband made a scene. He was on the oltoman.

Did he appear io have a heart attack?—Not to me, bucause I
knew when he had a heart attack; it was entirely different. In the
course of that scene he said he was dying and wanted to die. That
scene which took place on the ni%ht before Bywalers sailed was
eniirely due to the fact that I had been out that night and did not
return till late.

That is what you mean when you say ‘‘ he had another heart
attack—thro’ me ’’#—Yes, he said it was through me.
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Then you go on—

When he saw this had no effect on me—he got up und stormed—I said
exactly what you iold me to and he rcplied that he knew that’s what I
wanted and he was not going to give 1t to me—it, would make things far too
easy for both of you (meaning you and me) especially for you he said.

‘What had you said to him while this storm was going on?—1I asked
him to give me my freedom, and I even went so far as to tell him
I would give him the information to get it
Look at your letter of 14th June (exhibit 63). You have told
us that you were asking Bywaters in your letters what was aromatic
tincture of opium and what was digitahn  In this letter you ask
him—
Darlint, how can you get ptomame poroming from a tin of salmon?
One of our boys Mother has died with it after bewng ill only three days.

Had you anything sinister in your mind’—It was partly curiosity,
and I was stating a fact about our boy’s mother.
In your letter of 20lh June (cxhibit 26) you say—

When you are not near darlint I wish we had taken the ecasest way.

What was the ‘ easiest way’’ that you were referring to thered—
Suicide

Look now at your letter of 4th July (exhibit 26)—

Why arnt you sending me something—I wanted you to—you never do
what I ask you darlint—you still have your own way always—ii 1 don’t
mnd the risk why should you? Whatever happens can’t be any more than

this existence—looking forward to nothing and gammg only ashes and dust
and bilterness

What were you wishing Bywaters to understand by that paragraph?
—1I was asking him {o send instead of bring something as he
suggested

Had you any particular thing in your mind ¢—~Nothing at all.

In the postscript to that letler you say, ‘‘ llave you studied
bichloride of mercury? > What had you in your mind when you wrote
that?—Some days previously my husband had discussed with me a
conversation that he had with his chemist friend about bichloride of
mercury. He told me the chemist had given it 1o a girl in mistake,
and had made her 1ll Until my husband had discussed this with
me I had never heard of bichloride of mercury, nor did I know any-
thing about it.

Your husband having related this to you, you asked Bywaters
whether he had studied 1t %—Outi of curiosity I did. 1 never had any
bichloride of mercury in my possession to my knowledge.
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Turn now to your letter of 28th August (exhibit 63)—

Darlingest boy, to-day 1s the 27th and 1t’s on a Sunday, so I am writing
this in the bathroom, I always like to send you greetings on the day—not
the day before or the day after Fourteen whole months have gone by
now, darlnt, 1t’s so termbly long Nerther you nor I thought we should
have to wait all that long time did we? altho’ I said I would wait 5 years—
and I will darlint—it’s only 3 years and ten months now

What did you mean by that—it is only three years and ien months
1o what—To wai

For what =—To live with Mr. Bywaters or go avay with him, or
be wilh him only.

Y Had you made arrangement with Bywaters o wait for five years?
—XYes.

What was to happen at the end of five years%—If he was not in
a successful position to take me away or had not in the meantime
found me something 1o go to—well, we should part.

Mr. Jusmor SmearMaN—The other wilness’s story was that they
wanted to commit suicide, and he said, ¢‘ Put 1, off five years,’”
which seems to be the one sensible thing I have heard.

(To Watness)—Was that discussed when you wanted to commut
suicide logether, that you should put it off and wait five years io
see how he was gelting on?’—We might have discussed that, but 1
do not remember about it.

Bramination continued—I was quite prepared to wait five years

Wall you turn to exhibit 28, where you say—

Yes, darlint you are jealous of him—but I want you io be—he has the
right by law to all that you have the right to by nature and love—yes
darlint be jealous, so much that you will do something desperate.

What do you mean by doing something desperate?—To take me away
at any cost, to do anything o get me away from England

Look at exhibit 60. Do you remember the day on which you
wrote that letter?—I think it was probably on the Monday, 2nd
October 1 saw Bywaters on the Monday, but I could not he certain
whether it wag before or after the writing of the lelier. On tho
Saturday I had told him of my engagement to go to the theatre on
the Tuesday. It is quite probable that that engagement was made
a, fortnight before

In that letter you say—-

Darlint—do something tomorrow night will you? something to make you

forget T’ll be hurt I know, bui I want you to hurt me—I do really—the
bargain now seems so one-sided—so unfaiwr—but how can I alter 1t

¢ To-morrow night ’’ was the night you were going io the theaire.
What had Bywalers to forget?—That I was going somewhere with
my husband.
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What was he to do to make him forget that?—I wanted him to
take my sister Avis out.

You say, ‘I will be hurt, I know.”” What did that mean?—I
should have been hurt by Bywaters being with a lady other than
myself.

In that letter you also say—

Darhingest find me a job abroad I'll go tomorrow and not say I was
gomg to a soul and not have one lhttle regrot.

Did that really represent your feelings at ithat time, that you were
prepared to go abroad with him at ouce’—Yes. We had discussed
it on the Saturday.

Look at the end of that letter—

Don't forget what we talked i the Tea Room, I'll still risk and try
i you will

What had you discussed 1n the icaroom —My freedom

Had you at any time from the month of June, 1921, to the
month of October of this year any desire for Bywaters to commut
any injury on your husband *—None whalever Bywaters returned
from his last voyage on 23rd September, but I cid not see him until
Monday, the 256th I saw him again during that week and at nine
o’clock on Saturday, the 30th. I left him to do someo shopping,
and then I 1ejoined him, and was with him until mid-day. We spent
the morning mn Wanstead Park. I did not sec him again on the
Saturday or the Sunday. I saw him on Monday, 2nd Qctober, 1
think at 2 15, outside 168 Aldersgate Street, and we lunched
together  After lunch I relurned to business. I saw him agam in
Fullers about five o’clock that afternoon, and I believe I had a coffee
with him. I stayed with him until about quarter to seven, when I
returned home. I did not see him again that night.

During the time you were with Bywaters on the Saturday and
the Monday, apart from discussing a separation, did you discuss your
husband at all?%—No, I did not

Was there any mention or any indication of a possible assault
being committed on him?—None whatever. On Tuesday, 3rd
October, I went to business as usual, and T saw Bywaters about
12.30, when we lunched together. I saw him again about quarier-past
five, and was with him for aboul quarter of an hour. After leaving
him I met my husband in Aldersgale Strect, and we went straight
west—aboul quarter to six I think it was. We had a slight meal
logether before going 1o the theatre.

Did you anticipate, or had you any reason Lo thmk, that yon
would see Bywaters again that day or not}—None whatever. I had
made arrangements to sce him on the following day at lunch time
at 168 Aldersgate Street.
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Did you know where he was going to spend the evening of
Tuesday, the 3rd?—Yes, with my people ai Shakespeare Crescent.
Manor Park.

Was your husband going to do anything the nexi day, the 4th?—
Yes, we had arranged io meet a mail who was coming up from
St. Ives, at Paddington station That was & maid who was lo come
to relieve me of domestic duties, because I was working all day.

Had anything been said at all ai your meclings with Bywaters on
the 3rd about seeing him again that nmght *—Nothing at all.

Had he made any reference to your hushand at all%—None at all.
T gpent the evening at the theatre, and came away with my husband.
Leaving Ilford station with the 11.30 train from Laverpool Street,
we walked along Belgrave Road My husband and I were discussing
going to a dance. I was irymg Lo persuade him io take me to 2
dance a forinight hence. When we got io Endsleigh Gardens a man
rushed ai me and knocked me aside. I was dazed. I do not remem-
ber anything about it, only being knocked aside. When I came io
my senses I looked round for my hushand, and I saw him some
distance down ihe road. He seemed Lo be scufling with some one,
and he fell up against me and said ‘‘ Oo’er "

Did you take thal 1o he an exclamation of pain from your
husband?—I did. I helped him along by Lhe side of the wall, and
I think he slid down the wall on 1o the pavement. I looked at him
and thought he was hurt.

Did you notice any blood coming from him?!—Yes, from his
mouth. I went to get a doctor, and going along the road 1 met a
lady and gentleman coming towards me. I do nol remember what
1 said to them, but I know thai we went to a doctor, and then !
came back to my husband with them. The doctor was a long limo
in coming, an awful long time.

You mean 1t seemed a long time to you?—I{ secmed a long
time to me. When the doctor came I asked him 1f he could get my
husband home, and he said, *‘ Tle is dead.”” [ could not believe it,
and I still entreated him to let me {ake him home. T ecannot
remember what else I said to him

He did not come home that mght #—No, they took him away.

We know from ihe evidence of Mrs. Lesier that you told her if
%l}ey would have let you go with him you could have helped him%—

8.
Did you still think after you had gone home that your hushand
was alive?’—Yes, I could not realise he was dead.

Had you any idea at that time that your husband had heen
stabbed ¥—None whatever.

And the doclor does not scem (o have noticed that when ho came?
—He did not iell me anything except thai he was dead.

Had Bywaters ever at any iime said anything to even suggest
that he was likely to stab your husband#—Never. 1 did not know
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that he was possessed of a knife; I had never seen 1t until it was
produced in these proceedings. On the morning of 4th October I was
seen by Detective-Inspector Hawkins, first about eleven o’clock and
then about twelve o’clock 1 was asked to go to the station, and I
went, and there I made a statement, which is exlubit 3, as {he result
of questions put to me and answers given by me

Had you noticed the previous might the person with whom your
husband was scufling—DNo, I had not

After the scuffle did you sece him running away’—I saw some-
body running away, and I rccogmsed the coat and hat.

Was that the coat and hat of the prisoner Bywaters?—Mr.
Bywaters. In iy first sialement (eshibit 3) I imnade no reference
to Bywaters, because I was not asked about him. I iemained at
Ilford police station throughout the day of the 41h and the might
My mother was with me. On Thursday, 5th, I saw the prisoner
Bywaters there  1Te was brought into the C I D room where I was *
After thai I made 1ny second statement

Why did you tell the officer you had noi seen any one about
in Belgrave Road?—I was very agilated, awd I did not want to say
anything against Mr. Bywateis; T wanted to shield him.

Was it when you saw him at the police station that you detailed
the full story?—No. I made my second staiement, which is the
tiue statement (exhibit 4) after Inspecior Wensley had said to me,
‘It is no use your saying he did not do it; he has already told us
he has > The mspector ihen said 10 me, “ Go back {o the C.I.D
room and think about it, and I will come for you in half an hour.”’
When at the end of thai half-hour Inspector all came to me T made
my statement (exhibit 4)

You have told us when you were walking with your husband
a man rushed at you and pushed you aside. Did you fall at allf—1
think I must have done so. 1 have a recollection of geiting up when
I went to my husband I bad u large bump on my head, on the right
sde of my ear. That bruise was seen hoth by my mother and the
matron at the police station. My mother remained with me at the
police station until nine o’clock on the Thursday evenmg.

Had you the remotesi idea that any stlack was gomng 1o be made
on your husband thai mght?—None whatever

Or ai any time?—Nover at any time.

Cross-examined by the Sorxorron-Gewrrai—Iave you any clear
recollection now of what happened when your hushand was kijled 3—
Ezcept what I have said; I was dazed.

* As usual, there is considerable contradiction and obseurity as to the exaoct
methods of the police and the circumstances in which these important state-
ments were obtamed.—Ed
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Is exhibit 4, the short statement, everything you remember, and
is it true?—I1 1s true.

Was the statement you made to the police, which I will read to
you, your recollection at the time, or was it deliberately untrue—

We were coming along Belgrave Road and just past the corner of Ends-
leigh Gardens when I heard him call out ‘ Oo’er,” and he fell up against
me I put out my arm to save hnn and found blood which I thought was
coming from his mouth I tried to hold him up He staggered for several
yards towards Kensington Gardens and then fell agamst the wall and shd
down. He did not speak to me I cannot say if I spoke to him. I
felt him and found his clothing wet with blood He never moved after
he fell. 'We had no quarrel on the way, we were quite happy together.
Immediately I saw the blood I ran across the road to a doctor’s I
appealed to a lady and gentleman who were passing and the gentleman
also went to the doctor’s The doctor came and told me my husband
was dead  Just before he fell down | was walking on his rght hand side
on the inside of the pavement nearest the wall ~We were side by side
I did not see anybody about at the titme My husband and 1 were talking
aboat gomg to a dance

Now, did you intend to tell an uniruth then about the incident?—
Yes.

Was that to shield Bywaters?—It was.

In your statement you say—

We were coming along Belgrave Road and just past the corner of
Endsleigh Gardens when I heard him call out  Oo’er ’ and he fell up against
me.

Does that not suggest that he was taken ill, and that nobody was
present $—VYes.

Did you intend, when you said thal, to tell an untruth I—Jt was
an untruth.

And you iniended it to be an untruth?—I did, but I do not
mean it was an uniruth that he said ‘‘ Oo’er ”’ and fell up against
me.

It is an uniruth in so far as it suggests that that was the first
thing that happened ?—That is so

‘Was that again to shield Bywaters?—It was.

At the time you made this statement to the police you knew that
it was Bywaters who had done 1t?—I did I do not know what you
mean by *“ done it.”” I did not know then that anything was actually
done When I say I knew it was Bywaters, I mean that I recognised
his coat and his hat going away.

Then you left out the truih in order to shield Bywaiers$-—Yes,
that is so.

- You knew if you told the iruth Bywalers would be suspected I
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In your stalement (exhibit 4) you say—

I was dazed for a moment When I recovered I saw my husband
scuffling with a man,

Is that the truth?—It is.

Then did you watch your husband and Bywaters scuffling
together#—I did not watch them; I saw them. When I say
¢ scuffling *’ I mean that I saw my husband swaying, moving about.

And the man there with him?—There was somebody with him;
they were some distance ahead of me.

And the two were 1n contest or pushing $—That is so.

Or fighting #—That is so.

Did you see them fighting #—Scuffling. That 1s my explanation,
moving ahout

By Mr. Jusrice SuesrMAN—Did you see either of them strike a
blow 1—It was dark ; I could not.

Oross-examination continued—Was il all over in a moment{—
As far as I can recollect,

Then it would not be right to say that you watched them?—Oh,
1 did not. I mean that I saw the {wo men together, and it was over.

The next sentence in your statcment (exhibit 4) is—

The man who I know as Freddy Bywaters was running away  He
was wearing a blue overcoat and a grey hat I knew 1t was him although
I did not see his face

Do you mean by that that you recognised this man whom you only
saw ai a distance in the dark in front of you—ihat you ouly recog-
nised him by his overcoat and hus hat %—I did, by his back.

Do you really suggest that?—I do.

Did you not know at the heginning, as soon as something
happened, that it was Bywaters?—I had no idea.

Mr. JusTioce SEEARMAN—There is her statemeut to the doctor,
she said somebody had flashed by.

Sir H. Cunris BunNerr—1It was to Miss Pittard and Mr. Clevely.

Mr. Justice SmearMAN— ¢ Some one flew past and when I went
to speak to my husband.”” ‘‘ Some one flew past ’’ was the expres-
sion, and Clevely’s words were ‘‘ some one flew past and he fell
down.”’

Cross-cxamination continued—Supposing these two witnesses
are correctly repealing what you said to them, is that a correct
impression, that ‘¢ somebody flew past *’ 3—I have no recollection of
saying that. I was in a dazed condition.

Is that a correcl, impression on your mind, ihai some one flew
past #—No.

All you say is that when you recovered your senses and saw
some one in front of you you knew it was Bywalers?—I did when

he started to move away. %
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Had you any doubi when you were asked by the police about it
that it was Bywalers who was there and was the man?—No, 1 had
not.

May I take it that when you made the long statement (exhibit
3) you left out Bywaters’ name 1n order io shield him I did so.

Did you also say this in the statement: ‘‘ I have always been
on affectionate ierms with my husband ’’#—I cannot say that I
actually said that. The statement was made as question and answer.

I think it was read over io you and you signed 1t?—It might
have been, yes.

At any 1ate, is the statement true or untrue?—It is untrue.

If you left Bywaters out of that statement in order to shield
him, were you afiaid that if you brought his name into 1t he would
be suspected !—I was not afraid of anything. I left 1t out entirely.

Why? What were you afraid of if you did not know your hus-
band had been stabbedi—I was not afraid of anything.

What were you going to shield him from?—To have lus name
brought into 1t.

Were you not gomng to shield him from a charge of having
murdered your husband %—I did not know my husband was murdered

Did you not know that your husband had been assaulied and
murdered ~—The inspector told me, but I did not realise even at
that tame that he was dead
H hI;:ispector Hall had told you then that your husband was dead ¥—

e had.
When you told those untruths and left out Bywaters, were you
not attempting to shield him from a charge of having murdercd your
husband #—I dil mnot even know my husband had been murdered.
When I say that I did not know, I mean that I did not realiso it.

I will ask you again, what were you attempting to shield By-
waters {rom?—From being connccted with me—his name being
brought into anything.

Now, Mrs. Thompson, is il not ihe fact that you knew that
Bywatlers was going to do something on this evening and that these
two false statcments were an attempl to prevent the polics gelting
wind of it ?—That is not so.

Now I will go back to the early stages of your relationship with
Bywaters. Do you agree with me that it was in June of 1921 that
you first foll in love with Bywaters i—No, I did not.

Do you put it in November +—September, 1 said.

Look at your letter of 28th August, 1922 (exhibit 63), where
you say—

Fourteen whole months have gone by now, darlint, ii’s so termbly long.
Neither you nor I thought we should have to wait all that long time.

Does that not satisfy you thai you and Bywaters declared love to
each other in June, 1921 ?—Not at all.
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You deny that?—Yes.

When did you first begin io address him as your lover!—It ie
just what you mean by ‘‘ your lover.”’

The terms 1n which a woman does not write to any man except
her husband 9—I cannot remember.

Did you fiom the first time you realised you were in love with
Bywaters take an aversion to your husbaud?—For the first time,
did you say!?

Did you ever take an aversion io your husband?—I did

Can you tell me the date?—1I think it was 1 1918

Then both hefore and after you and Bywaters fell in love with
each other you hated—is that too strong a wotd-—your husband —
IL 1s too strong.

Did your aversion Lo him become greater when you fell in love
with Bywaters?—I think uot.

Were you happy with lim after you fcll in love with Bywaters?
—1I never was happy with him.

Did you behave to him ay if you were happy!—-Oun neasiovs,
yes

Did your husband ropecatedly ask you if you weie happyi—1He
did.

And did you tell him you were happy ¥—I did

Was that 1o deceive him #—I was (o satady han more than e
deceive him.

Did you seriously at that time intend io leave your hushand or
1o give him cause for divorce?—1I dud.

Did you ever tell him you bad given him cause for divoren?—
I did.

When, for the first, time?—T cannot remember,

Were you afraid your hushand would find oui. anything helween
you and Bywaters?—What, Jdo you mean by ¢‘ anything ”’1

Were you frighiened that your hushand would find out any-
thing between you and Bywalers!—Fxeept that we were mecling
and he might come and prevent us meeting.

But if you had {oldl your husband that you had given him
ground [or divorce, what were you afraid of beyond that?—I was
afraid of my hushand coming to my place of business and making
scenes as he had threatened.

You had 1old your hushand that you had been unfaithful to
him, or would be unfaithful to him, and given him grounds for
divorce?—I did.

Had he made scenes at yonr business when you 1old him that ? -
No, he did not, but he had threatened to do so.

What was the risk yon were running, the risk you so often
mr*)ntioned to Bywaters? Look at your letter of 4th July (exhibit
26)—

Why arnt you sending me something-T wanted you to--you never
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do what I ask you darlint—you still have your own way always—If I
don’t mind the risk why should you?

What risk—That was the risk of Mr. Bywaters sending me some-
thing instead of bringing something

Why was that a 1sk?—Well, 1t would be a risk for me to
receive anything.

Not o risk to 1eceive a letler?—I did not say a letter.

What was it+—Whatever Mr Bywateis suggested.

Why should you think there was a nsk in his sending you
something ~—I did not know that I should personally receive it.

Why should there be a risk in a friend or even a lover sending
you a letier or a present?—I did not say it was a lelter.

What was it+—Something Mr. Bywaters supgested.

Did he suggest 11 was a dangerous ihing—No.

Why did you think it was a dangerous tlung?—I did not think
it was a dangerous thing.

Why did you think there was a risk %—There was a risk to any-
thing he sent me that did not come to my hands first

Did you think 11, was because somebody would think there was
a liaison going on belween you and him#—No, only you would not
like anything private being opened by somebody previous to yourself.

You were afraid somehody might have thought there were
improper relations belween you and him. Is ihai whal you are
referrmng to?—No

I understand you did not mind your husband knowing you and
Mr. Bywaters were lovers —We wanted him to realse it.

The more it came 1o the knowledge of your husband the more
likely you were to achieve your design of divorce or separation; is
that the fact?%—No, that is not so. The more it came to his know~
ledge the more he would refuse to give it me; he had told me that.

In the passage I have read you were asking Bywaters to send
something which he had said, according to you, he was going to
bring —That is so.

What was it#—I have no idea.

Have you no idca —Ezxcept what he told me.

Whai did he iell you’—THe would bring me something.

Did he not say what the something was%—No, he did not mention
anylhing.

What did he lead you to think it was%—That it was something
for me to give my hushand.

With a view to poisoning your hushand?—That was not the
idea, that was not what I expected.

" §1c1>mething 1o give your husband that would hurl him %—To make
m ill.

And it was a risk for your lover 1o send, and for you to receive,
comething of that sort?—It was a risk for him to send me anything
he did not know came to my hands first.
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And a special risk to send you something to make your husband
ill. You appreciate that?%—Yes, I suppose 1t was.

You were urging Bywaters to send it instead of bringing it?—
That is so.

Was that in order that 1t might be used more quickly +—1I wrote
that in order to make him think I was willing to do anything he
might suggest, to enable me to retain his affections.

Mrs. Thompson, is that quite a frank explanation of this urging
him to send instead of bring?—It is, absolutely. I wanted him to
think I was eager to help him,

By Mr. Justice SmearmMaN—~Eager to do what +—Eager to help
him in doing anything he suggested

That does not answer the question, you know.

Cross-ezamination continued—Ie suggested giving your husband
something to hurt him?—Ile had given me something

Given you something to give your husband 7—That is so.

Did the suggestion then come from Bywaters?—It did.

Did the suggestion come in a leiter or in a conversationf—I
cannot remember

Did you welcome it when 1t came?—I read it.

‘What i—I read it and I studied it.

Did you welcome the suggestion that something should be given
to your husband to make him ill%—I did not.

Did you object to it +—I was astonished about it.

Did you ohject to 1t #—I did, at the time.

And although you objected to it you urged Bywaters to send 1t
more quickly than he intended I—1I objected at the time. Afterwards
I acquiesced.

From the time you acquiesced did you do all you could to
assist Bywaters to find something which would make your husband
ill%—I did not.

Did you try to prevent him from finding something to make your
husband il1%—1I could not prevent him; he was not in England.

Did you iry?—I do not see how I could have tried.

Did you discourage him?—I did, at first.

And afterwards did you encourage him3—No.

Look at your letter of lst April (exhibit 17). What is the
meaning of the injunction in that letter,  Don’t keep this piece *?
—I cannot remember now.

Shall I help you io remember, if you read the next passage?—
It may not have referred to ihat piece.

Look at the original letter. You see thai thai injunction is
written on the top of a new pagel—7Yes.

Did you intend Bywaters not, to keop that piece of paper?—No.

“ Don’t keep this piece ’’ §—I think you will see there has been
something attached to that piece of paper. There are distinetly two
pin marks there.
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You dispute my suggestion to you thal ‘‘ Don’t keep this paper ”’
wefers to the piece on which the following is written ¢—I do.

Look at the next paragraph It 1s about giving your husband
something bitter. I think you {old your learned counsel that was
an 1magmary 1ncident?’—VYes.

Do you mean that you imagined it, or that your husband did #—
I mmagmed 1t

Do you mean you invented the mecident altogether for Bywaters’
information 2—I did.

Can you tell me what the object of that was?—Still to make
him think I had done what he suggested.

By Mr. Justior SuBARMAN—THad done what? Given your hushand
something —7Yes.

Cross-examination continued—Was it with the same object that
you wrote the paragraph lower down, ‘‘ Don’t tell Dan.” You say—

What I mean is don’t let him be suspicious of you regarding that—
becauso 1f we were successful in the action—

Does that refer to the proposal that Bywaters had made, that you
should make your husband ill?—I think not.

What do you think il refers io%—The action of my going away
to live with him unmarried

I'm gomg to iry the glass aguin occasionally—when 1t 1s safe. I've
got an electric light globe this time.

When was it likely to be safe?—There was no question of 1t being
safe; I was not going to try it.

Why did you tell Bywaters you were going to try it when it was
safe1—Still 1o let him think I was willing {o do what he wanted.

You are representing that this young man was seriously suggest-
ing to you that you should powison and kill your husbandi—I did
not suggest it.

T thought that was the suggestion—I did not suggest that.

" What was your suggestion i—Ie said he would give him some-
thing.

By Mr Justior Smearman—(Give him something in his food;
you answered my question a litile while ago that it was to give him
something 10 make him ill?—That 13 what I surmised, that I should
give him something so that when he had a heart altack he would
not be able to resist it.

You are suggesting now that it was Bywaters who was suggesting
that to youl—Yes.

And you did not do it%—No, never

Oross-ezamination continued—Why were you urging Bywalers
1o do something if the suggestion really came from him? In your
{etter of 10th February (cxhibit 15) your first senience is, * You
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must do something this time *’%—1I was not referring to that at all.
I was referring to him getting me something to do, a position of some
sort abroad.

Let us see what the rest of the letier was. The fourth paragraph
is the one thai relailes io the incident of your husband waking up
and asking you for waler as he was feeling 111 Was that a true
incident I—Absolutely true.

Why did you hunt for the prescription? Was that to preventi a
similar incident ?—Probably I did not think it was wise for him to
do those things

Was your anxiely so that you should get hold of the prescription
and avert the catastrophe of taking an overdose!—Yes.

Do you mean you were really fiightened about your husband’s
overdose I—I was.

Then can you cxplain to me the meaning of the next sentence—

I told Avis about the incident onmly 1 told her as if 1t frightened and
worried me as 1 thought perhaps it might be useful at some future tume
that I had told somebody

Was 1t irue that you were fiightened and woiried, or was it acting?
~—No, that was true.

You were frightened and worried 7—1 was.

Why did you lake special paing to tell Avis as if you were
frightened and worried?—I was wornied and {rightened and told my
sister.

Why was it likely to be useful 1o pretend that you were
frightened and worried —If anything had happened io my husband
it would have been much better for somebody else to know besides
mysell.

v And you thought it would have been much better for you, if
you poisoned your husband, if you professed anxiety to Avis pre-
viously %—1I had no intention of ever poisoning my husband.

Look at the next paragraph—

What do you think, darhnt. His swsler Maggie came in last night and
he {old her [I suppose ‘‘ he ’ 18 your husband] so now there are two wit-
nesses, although 1 wish he hadn’t told her—but left me to do il

Now, that is to say you wanted again to creale the impression that
you were frightened by your hushand’s attacks’—I did not want to
create the impression. I was frightened

It would be so easy darlint—if I had things—I do hope I shall.

What would be easy’—1I was agking or saying it would be better if
I had things as Mr. Bywaters suggested I should have.
What would he easy +—To administer them as he suggested.
1 do hope I shall.”” Was that acting or was that real %—That
was acling for him.
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You were acting to Bywaters that you wished to destroy your
husband’s life?—I was.

By Mr. Justicr SEBARMAN—One moment, I do not want to b~
mistaken. Did I take you down rightly as saying, ‘“ I wanted him to
think I was willing to take my husband’s life *’7—I wanted him to
think I was willing to do what he suggested.

That is to take your husband’s life?—Not necessarily.

Cross-ezamanatin continued—To injme your husbaud st any
rate?—To make him ill.

What was the object of making him ill?—I had not discussed
the special object.

What was in your heart ihe object of making him ill? So
that he should not recover from his heart aitacks?—YVYes, that was
certainly the impression, yes.

The Court adjourned.



Fourth Day—Saturday, 9th December, 1922,

Mrs. Epite JEssie TmompsoN (prisoner on oath), recalled,
cross-ezamnation contmued—Be good enough to turn to your
letter of 14th March (exhibit 20), and look at this passage—

The mail came 1n 12 noon, and I thought I would be able to talk to
you after then—but I don’t think 1 can. Will you do all the thinkmng and
planning for me darlmt—for this thing—be ready with every hitle detail
when I see you—because you know more about this thing than I, and I am
relymg on you for all plans and mstructions—only just the act I'm not
I'm wanting that man to lean on now darlint, and I shall lean hard—so be

prepared.

You told me yesterday that you were anxious to let Bywalers know
that you were prepardd {o do anything for him?—Yes.

And that he was lymg to you, or you thought he was lying
to you, suggesting harming your husband }—Yes

And you were wiiling back to hum letting hun think that you
agreed with him  When you say in ihe letler, *“ Will you do all
the thinking and planning for me, darlint—for this thing,’”” you
meant the poisoning which Bywaters had suggested —I did not.

What was ¢‘ this thing ’%—The thing I referred to was my
going away with him

D1d ¢ the act *’ that you refer to mean leaving your husband?
—“ The act *’ wmeant actually going with hun. 1 wanted him to
make the arrangements regarding the passage, and all the details
that would be entailed in my leaving England.

At any rate, it does not mean suicide?—No, it does not mean
that It means what I have just told you.

Further on you say, ‘“ Why not go to 231, darhnt?’’ That
is your old home?—That is my mother’s house.

I think you ought to go as usual, 1t would be suspicious later 1f you
stopped away without a reason known to them and there is not a reason 1s
there?

Why would it be suspicious if he stayed away from your mother’s
lllmuaie }—Because he was in the habil of going there when he came
ome.

But if you were to leave your husband, discovery would be
inevitable I—Discovery, not necessarily with him though—to leave
my husband with him.

Do you mean you were going to leave your husband and try
and keep from your people and everybody else that you had gone
away with Bywaters?—Thal was my intention; that is what I
thought about
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Now, the next gentence but one—

Darlint, about making money—yes we must somehow, and what does 1%
matter how—when we have accomplished that one thing.

What was °‘ that one thing >’ *—To get uway [1om England.

At any rate, whatever ‘‘ that one thing °’ means, 1L had been o
subject of discussion between you and Bywaters?—Yes, my leaving
England.

. You agree that you and he had discussed this ‘‘ one thing *’%
—Yes.

That letter was written on 14th March, and addressed to Ply-
mouth. Bywaters arrived in England on 17th March %—Yes.

Do you remember whether you discussed with him when he
came the same thing that that letter refers to?—DProbably I did. It
was the subject of discussion always

When he was at home, did that incident happen which you
speak of as ‘‘ the Sunday morning escapade > in your letter of 1st
April (exhibit 17), written to Bywaters at Bombay? He had left
this country, if I may remind you, on 31st March. While he was
at home, between 17ih and 31st March, did that incident happen
when your husband spoke about tea tasting bilter ?—My husband
never spoke of tea tasting bitter.

Do you adhere o your statement that this is an invention %—
Absolutely.

Do you notice that you put 1t in inverted cormumas, ‘‘ Sunday
morning escapade >’ —Yes.

Why did you put those words in inveried commas if Bywaters
did not know whal they meant?—Well, that 18 what I called it—tlt
is why I used inverted commas

Were you not referring in that paragraph to something which
you and Bywaters had discussed and which had happened while he
was at home—Nothing had happened.

At the end of the paragraph you say—

Now I think whatever else T t1y 1t m again will stall taste bitter—he will
recognise it and be more suspicious still and if the quantity s atill not
successful it will injure any chance 1 may have of trying when you come
home

Does that mean trying to poison your husband?—That is what I
wanted him to infer.

You were wanting him Lo enieriain ihe hope that when he next
came home you would iry again to powon your husband 7—I wanted
to convey that impression {0 his mind by the letier, although I never
intended to do such a thing

Is it the fact that, whether thal incident is an actual incident
or not, what you were sgeaking of in thai paragraph as something
you were going io try had been discussed between you and him
when you were together?—VYes.
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Turn to your letter of 1st May (exhibit 19), and look at this
sentence—

You said 1t was enough for an elephant  Perhaps it was Bat you
don’t allow for the taste making only a small quantity to be taken. It
sounded hke a reproach; was it meant to be?

Had he in his letter to which that was an answer again referred to
this plan of poisoning your husband 2—Ile probably had. That was
in answer o his question

Had he also told you that you must be very careful in anything
you did not o leave any traccs, any finger marks, on the boxes—
Yes, he did

Had he also writlen to you again about the bitter taste? In a
paragraph [urther down you say—

Now your letter tells me about the bitler taste agam.

‘That sentcence speaks for itsell. Then lower down—

Our Boy had to have his thumb operated on because he had a piece
of glass m 1l that’s what made me try that method again—but 1 suppose
as you say he 1s not normal

Was not this proposal of poisoning your husband mentioned n
every letter that Bywaters wrote you *—1I think not.

In wany letlers ¥—I will not say how many; I don’t rewmember

In some!—Probably.

Was 1t not also mentioned hetween you and him whenever e
came back to England?—I cannot say thai for certain; I don’t
remember.

Do you not over remember that he spoke to you about it?—
Perhaps on one occasion.

On several occagions?—1I caunot say how many.

Was it you who first mentioned the book ¢ Bella Donna *’ to
Bywaters?—1I had read that book, but I cannot say who mentioned
it f(ilrst. We had discussed books we were going to read and had
read.

Is the story of ‘‘ Bella Donna ’’ about a woman who married
her husband and went out to Egypt?—VYes

‘When they were going out to Egypt on the ship, did they meet
s man called Baroud:?—They did

Did the woman, Mrs. Chepstow, in that story feel attracted by
the comfort and the pleasures that Baroudi could give heri—1I
believe she did.

Did she arrange a plot to poison her husband by slow doses,
in order that she might get away to Baroudi?—I cannot say if
she arranged it. There was a plot right at the end of the book.

There is a plot, which is really the plot of the story, to poison
her husband, without anybody finding out what she was doing?-—
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It is a matter of opinion whelher that 1s absolutely the plot, ie
it not?

Anyway, that is an important incident 1 the book ?—At the
end, yes.

Did she almost accomplish that plot or design of poisoning her
husband, until 1t was discovered at the end by an old friend i—1I
really cannot remember

At any rate, you do remember that it was an important inci-
dent 1n the book that Mrs Chepstow should get r1d of her hushand,
80 that she might go to another man?—TI do not know 1f it mentione
that she should get 1id of hun to go to another man. I do not
remember thai being mentioned in the book

Look at your letter of 18th May (exhilnt 22), wheie you write
this extract ftom ‘‘ Bella Donna >’—

¢ It must be remembered that digitalin 18 a cumulative poison and that
the samc dose harmless 1if taken once, yel irequently ropeated, becomes
deadly.’ The above passage I've just come across in a book I am roading
‘“Bella Donna ”’ by Robheti Hichens. Is 1t any use?

You agree with me thal that was & susgestion which you thought
of to make o Bywaters?—I wanted him to think by that that 1
was still agreeing to fall 1n with the plan which he suggested.

Were you going to undeceive Bywalers and let him realise
that you were not anxious to poiwsun your husband?—I never was
anxious to poison my husband.

When were you going io undeceive Bywatersi—I never studied
it~—I never thought aboui it.

Did you deceive Bywaters right up to his last visit 1o Eugland #—
I had never any intention whatever of poisoning my husband.

I will take that from you for the moment. What I was asking
you was this: you told me thati you deceived Bywaters hecause you
wanted to keep his love?—That is so.

You decerved um into thmking that you wanted to poison your
husband '—7Yes.

Did you continue that deception right up to his visii o Eng-
land a few days before the murder?—I had never told him.

Did you continue to let him think that you were prepared to
poison your husband?—I never mentioned the subject. I suppose
he thought I was still wanting to do so.

Turn to your lotter (exhibit 60) (about 1st Ociober), the last
sentence—

Don’t forget what we talked in the Tea Room, I'll still risk and try
if you will

Was that in connection with the same matter, the idea of poisoning
your husband ?—No, that was not. What we talked of in the tea-
room, was getiing me a post abroad.
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Look at the sentence immediately above that where you say
‘“He’s stall well”” Is ‘“he’’ your husband?—No. That refers
to a bronze monkey I have.

He’s going to gaze all day long at you in your temporary home—after
‘Wednesday

Wednesday was 4th October%—Yes. The iemporary home was a
sketch of the ship ‘‘ Morea ’’ which 1 was having framed

Thursday, b5th October, was the day when Bywaters’ leave
ended?—I do not know ¢ After Wednesday ’ meant when I had
received the sketch of the ‘“ Morea ’’ framed It was to be finished
on the Wednesday

At any rate I suggest to you that your statement, ‘‘ I will still
risk and try if you will,”’ referted to the same matter which you
had mentioned so often in the letlers, the risk of using poison or
force to your husband?—I had never mentioned force to my hus-
band

But you had mentioned it o Bywaters!—Mentioned what?

Using force, something to hurt your hushand?—I never men-
tioned the word ¢ force.”’

Did you not mention the subject to Bywators?—1I do not under-
stand what you mean.

Did you never mention in conversation with Bywaters at these
tearoom visits, on 29th September, 2nd October, and 9th October,
the proposal of hurting your husband or of poisoning him?—I had
not done so.

Did Bywaters never refer to all these letiers that had passed
hetween you and him containing that proposal?—I cannot say that
he did. He probably did not; we did not discuss the letlers when
he was at home.

The Soviorror-Generar—That 1s all T have to ask.

Mr. Justice SEEARMAN—Do you cross-examine, Mr. Whiteley?

Mr. Cpor. WrrTeLBY—No, my lord, I ask no question.

Mr. JusTice SEEARMAN—You know you have the right to cross-
examine

Mr Ceom WerreLEY—Yes, my lord.

Re-exammned by Sir Henxry Curmis BenNetr—The little bronze
monkey stands on my desk and is referred to 1n several of my letters
Mr. JusTior SEEARMAN—*‘ He’s still well ’’ means the monkey?

Sir H. Curris BenvarT—VYes.

(To Witness)—*‘ He’s still well. Ie is going to gaze all day
long at you in your temporary home ’—that is the picture of the
ship ‘‘ Morea ”’ which when framed was going to stand upon your
desk where the monkey was?—Yes

You have been asked some questions about Robert Hichens’
‘¢ Bella Donna.’” Was Baroudi in that book a wealthy man or a
poor man?—A very wealthy man. 101



Bywaters and Thompson.
Edith Jessie Thompson

Was Nigel, the husband of Bella Donna, a wealthy man or »
poor man !—I believe he was a wealthy man.

Ag far as you know had Bywaters any money outside his pay?—
None at all.

Did you know how much that was!—I had a rough idea—about
£200 a year, I think.

Was your husband a better off man than thal?—Not very much
better. I believe he got about £6 a weck.

Did you support yourself?—I did, absolutely.

If you had run away with Bywaters would you have heen able
to remain at Cailton & Priors? Or was it your intention 1o get
employment elsewhere?—Yes I had been for many years with
Carlton & Priors and my remuneration was a subsltantial one—=L6
a week and bonuses.

That being the posilion of you, Bywaters, and your husband.
ay compared with Bella Donna, Baroud: and Mrs Chepstow’s hus-
band, T again put 1o you your description of the woman Bella Donna
in your letter of 14th July (exhibii 52)—

She doesn’t scem a woman to me—sho seems abnormal—a moncter
utterly selfish and self-living.

Is that your irue idea of that woman—~Absolutely

So much for ‘¢ Belln Donna.”” You have been asked anme
questions as to a paragraph which appears in your letler of 14th
March (exhihit 20)—

Why not go to 231 darlint, L think you ought to gv as usual, 1t would
be suspicious later if you stopped away without a reason known to them
and there is not a rcason 1s there?

As far as you knew had your parents or family any suspicion that,
]);ou were in love with Bywaters or he with you?—Not ay far as 1
new.

Until you finally left with him, if you ever did run away with
him, did you wanl your parenis to know of this affection or thig love
between you?—I dil not want them 1o know,

So in this letter you are telling him 1o keep visiting 2319~
That is so

You were also asked somn questions about a paragraph in your
lettor of 10th February (exhibit 15), referring to an illness of your
hushand. You were asked whether you wero genuincly frightened
and worried about your husband’s illness, and you said that you
were. Apropos of that I wani to ask you a question aboui the
aromatic tincture of opium. Who was it thai found the bottle of
aromatic tincture of opiumi—My sisler.

Were you present when that was destroyed %—Yes,

Mr. Josriew Seeanman—She said yesterday ihut she did nob
know what, had become of the hoitle.
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Sir H Curris Bexnerr—The contents were destroyed.

(To Witness)~—Was it with your concurrence that that was
destroyed I—It was

When Bywaters was away from 9th June until 23rd September
of IiiIhls year were you getting as many letters from him as previously?
—No.

What did you think from that?—I thought he was gradually
dnfting away from me

Did you still love him very much?—I did.

Where were the letters which you 1eceived from Bywaters
addressed 10?—168 Aldersgate Sireel, my place of business.

For how long were they written there?—Right up till the be-
gmning of the last voyage, I think

Where else were they written ito?—The G P.O in the name of
Miss P Fisher

Why did you not want them written to your home address?—I
did not want my husband to see them

Whenever Bywaters’ name was mentioned, or whenever your
husband found that you had been meeting Bywaters, what happened
as far as he was concerned —There was usually a scene

And to prevent the risk of such a scene ihe letters were sent
to these other places?—That is so

Now, one or two questiuns about the night of 31d October and
the early morning of the 4th. You told vy learned friend that you
were pushed aside and you think you fell down$—Yes

When you fell down did you recerve any injury that you found
Eut afterwards—I had a large bump on the right-hand side of my

ead.

That would be the side where the wall was, where you were
walkimg —VYes,

Have you any idea how long you were upon the ground/—Not
the faintest.

Then you told my learned friend that when you looked down
the streclome little distance you saw your husband seuffling with
some one?—That is xo.

When you saw him scuffling with some one at that time did
you recognise who the other person was?—1I did not.

Did you ever on that night see the face of the person who was
souffling with your husband *—Noever

When was the first iime thai night that you saw something
about that person who had been scuffling with your hushand which
made you think who it was?—He was going away.

After he had separated from your busband {—VYes

He was going away from your husband and away from youl—
Yes It was the coat and hat that I recognised.

Had you any idea that night or early morning that your hus.
band had been stabbed I—None at all.
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As far as you could, from the moment you got up to your
hugband, did you do everything you could for him?—Everything I
possibly could.

Avis Eraer GraypowN, examined by Sir II Curmis Benwerr—I
am the sister of the prisoner Mrs. Thompson, and I live with my
parents at 231 Shakespeare Crescenit, Manor Park. On Easter
Monday of this year we were knocking apari a grand piano case in
Mr. Thompson’s garden Mr Thompson hit his first finger and
sad to me, ‘‘ Will you go up to my room, to my medicine chest,
and get me a botile of New Skin ”’ I went up, and I saw something
in the medicine chest that attracted my aliention—a large hotlle of
tincture of opium  (Shown bottle, exhibit 61). It was a larger
bottle than that, about half & pint I did not touch 1t I came down
with the New Skin, and I went into the morning room and said to
my sister, who was sitting by the fire, *° There is a botlle of oprum
in Percy’s medicine chest. Nip up and get 1t 7’ T then went out and
put the New Skin on my brother-in-law’s finger 1Te told me to
take it back, which I did, and I then found that the hotile of opium
had gone I came downslairts agan and asked my awmler, < Ilave
you taken lhal boitle of opium as I asked you?’’ and she said
““ Yos.”” 1 asked her where it was, and she said, ‘¢ On the side
there—on the sideboard.”” 1T said, ‘I will do away with this, so
there can be no more trouble,’”’ and I took the botile and went to
the scullery and poured ihe contents of the hottle down the sink 1
then put the bottle in the fire in the morning room.

I want to draw your aitention to a letier which has been real—
Mrs. Thompson’s letter of 13th June (exhibit 24)—

I rang Awvis yesterday and she sard he came down there m a raoge and
told Dad everything—about all the rows we have had over you—hut she
did not mention he said aanything about the first real one on August lst—
8o I suppose he kept that back to suit Lis own ends Dad said 1t was a dis-
graceful thing that you shonld come botween husband and wife and I ought
to be ashamed  Darlint I told you this is how they wonld lovk at it—
they don’t understand and they never will any of them Dad was gomg
to talk to me Avis sad—but I went down and nothing whatever was said
by any of them I told Avis I shd tell them off if they said anything to
moe I didn’t go whiming v my peuple when he did things 1 didnt approve
of, and I didn’t expect him to—but howover nothing was swmd at all.
Dad said to them ‘ What a scandal if it should get In the papers’ so
evidently Ae suggested drastic measures to them.

Is there any truth in that at all —There is none whaiever.
Did you ever tell her anyihing like that at all?—T did not.
Did it ever happent—It did not
My Mr Jusmion SugarMan—1It follows therefore that your sister
invented the whole of this?—Yes, it in pure imagination on my
sister’s part.
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Ezamination continued—I remember the evening of 3rd October,
the might when Mr. Thompson died. Mr. Bywaters was at my
father and mother’s house that evening, and I was at home I should
think he left about ten minutes to eleven or eleven o’clock. I had
known Mr. Bywalers for roughly four years. As I was letting him
out of the door on that Tuesday night he said to me, *“ I will be down
to take you to the piclures to-morrow evening > That arrangement
was made by him just as I was letting hum out of the door. My
brother-in-law told me thai he and my sister were to mecet ther
maid from Cornwall at Paddington station at five o’clock on the
Wednesday evening, the next evening. The name of the maid was
Ethel Vernon, and in fact she arrived the next night.

Mrs Ermen Jessie GrAYDON, examined by Sir II Corrrs BENNETT
—The prisoner Mrs. Thompson 18 my daughter I hve at 231
Shakespeare Crescent, Manor Partk During the whole of the day
of the 4th October I was with my daughter at tho police station. I
was also with her on 5ih October until she was charged. She comn-
plained o me then, two or three times, about a bump on her head.
I put my hand over the place where she told me 1L was, and 1 felt
& bump there.

Sir H Curris Bannerr—That is the case for Mis Thompson.

Closing Speech for the Prisoner Bywaters.

Mr. Cror. WaITELBY—May it please your lordship; Members of
the jury, the time has now arrived for me io perform the last part of
tho duty thai has heen assigned 1o me in presenting to you the defence
to this charge of wilful murder against Frederick Bywaters. Membersy
of the jury, I do so with counsiderable and with deep-felt anxiety.
That anxiety is not caused from any feeling, nor have I auy doubt,
that you and cach one of you aro determined to see thai, so far as
ho is concerned, so far as the olher prisoner is concerned, justice will
be done The anxiety arises rather from the unprecedented and
extraordinary way in which the case has been presented by the
prosecution, so thal you must have greai difficully, when you come
to consider the whole of this case, in dealing with the evidence that
the yrosecution has seen fil 1o present to you.

There 18 no dispute, and ever since the evening of bth October
there has been no dispute, that Percy Thompson met his death owing
to a blow inflicted on him by Frederick Bywaters. That being the
case, and there having been the evidence with regard io the event on
that night, 1t is one of those cases which, if brought under ordinary
circumsiances, would have heen loft to the hands of the junior counsel
for the prosecution, my learned friend, Mr Roland Oliver. The
case is straight and simple The fucls of the death proved, the
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concerned, 1s that she was present when the alleged murder took
place, and that she aided, abetted, and assisted Bywaters in that
murder, and that she counselled, procured, and commanded him te
commit 1t. Of course, 1f they succeed in satisiying you, members of
the jury, on evidence that you can accept 1n law, then she 1s equally
responsible for the muxder.

Members of the jury, the tragedy in this case, the poignant
tragedy so far as Bywalers is concerned, is that there is sitiin«
next to him 1n thai box one who is charged joinily with him, one
who 1s deaier 1o him than his own lLife. One would have thought
that the position of an accused man on a charge of murder wat
quite difficult enough without 1t being thought necessary in the
interests of public justice thal at the same time of his trial the
woman should have been chaiged with him. You may have noticed
thai 1 asked no question of Mrs Thowpson, although I was entatled
10 do so0  Why did I not? For this simple reason: my instrue-
tions, and those given to my learned friend, were thai neither by
word nor deed, in conduclting this case on behalf of this man,
should & word be said by us, or any action taken by us, which
would in any way hamper the defence of Mre Thompson That
was the position when Bywaters was called into the wilness-box
That being the state of his mind, 1t was an amiiely that nothing
he should say should 1 any wuy huit Mrs Thompson  Yet he had
to go through the torture of being cross-exainined, the whole object
being, 1n some way or other, to gel evidence o connect these two
together before the fuial evening of 3rd October Happily for
Mrs Thompson, and it is a maiter of satisfaction to Bywaters, she
i in the able hands of my learned {riend, Sir Henry Curtis Bennett
I hope that nothing 1 say will hamper him in the way he 1
putting her case hefore ynu.

In my submission to you, tho first, and perhaps the most im
poriani, question you have to decide 15 this—was there or was there
not any agreement, between Mrs, Thompson and Krederick Bywaters
1o murder Perey Thompson on the evening of 3rd Qctober? Was it a
preconceried meecling, or was it not? 1 shall nert ask von to iry
to eliminate from your minds aliogother the facts and the evidence
as to what happened that evening. The prosecution are asking you
to say that before these evenis ihere was a cruel conspiracy belween
these two persons for which they could have been prosecuted in
ihis Court What ovidence is there of that agreement and con-
spiracy? What evidence is there that Bywaters was a party to any
such agreement ?

Just consider the difforence hetween the personalities of thess
iwo people sitting in the box. On the one hand you have Mrs,
Thompson, a woman who, at the {ime i{hat she met Bywaters in
the Isle of Wight, last June, had heen marricd for no less than
seven years—an emotional, hysterical woman, a woman with a vivid
imagination, and one who for somo years had heen living very
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unhappily with her husband. She becomes 1nfatuated with a young
man no less than eight years her junior. On the other hand you
have a young man who at that time was nineteen years old, on the
threshold of a life that had every prospect of being successful
These iwo are drawn together. This man—this boy—full of life,
falls 1n love with the woman My leained friend, the Solicitor-
General, made use of the expression thal there was a guilty passion
between these two persons. This is not a Court of morals, and
whatever view may be taken of the relationship between them from
a sexual point of view 1s absolutely irrelevant. These two persons
fall 1n love and declare their love with one another. On the one
hand there is a married woman, whose husband is unwilling to
divorce her, and on the other hand a young man whose duty takes
him to sea the greuler part of the year I do not suppose 1t will
be suggested that when he weni away on 9th September, or again
on 11th November, or in June, there was any conspiracy helween
the two. I submii that the letters between February and March
do not suggest that Bywaters was lendimg himself to any suggestion
that Mrs. Thompson’s husband should he injured in any way, or
poisoned  Fortunately, iwo of Bvwalers’ letters have heon pre-
gerved, and you will assume that these leliers are typical of those
he had alrcady written to Mrs Thompson. The prosecuiion may
argue that the desiroying of Lho letlers goes in their favour, but
you should remember that the destroying of the letters was the only
thing that the woman would do in the circumstances—she desiroyed
them because she did not want her hushand to sce them. T chal-
lenge the prosecution to show that in any of his letlers Bywaters
incited Mrs Thompson to any act against her husband.

Bywaters saw Mrs. Thompson constantly when at lome, and
he saw Mr. Thompson twice. DBut when he realised that it was
hopeless, and 1hat there was no chance of Mrs. Thompson having a
separation from her husband, ithe prosecution cannot suggest that
he ever did anything else. The progecution are hound to prove
that when this boy was recciving these letiers he was making him-
self a parly to what was contained in them Mow have they
attempied o do it? By putting in these hysierical, cmotional
letters of Mrs Thompson, written under all soris of errenmstances
T ask you to distinguish in the letiers fact from fiction.  Mrs.
Thempson wanted to relain the affection of Bywalers  Her object
in writing the lefiers was to show to Bywaters, who mighl be goine
out of her life at any moment, that her affection for him was so
greatl, her love for him so deep, that there was nothing she would
stop al in order to freo herself and join him  Tf thal he tho view
that you take, is it unreasonable to suppose that that was the view
which Bywalers also took? I ask you 1o iry, if you can, to take
out, of those leliers what is fact and what is ficlion, what ia
imaginary and what is real The prosecuiion must satisly you that
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Bywaters was agreeing to 1t all. 'We now know that although there
have been only thirty-two letters produced, there were 1n fact found
1n the possession of Bywaters no fewer than sixty-five. As I say,
the letters sunply conveyed to Bywaters the impression that Mrs.
Thompson was exiremely anxious to retain his affection Where
1y the evidence that Bywaters really entered into any conspiracy?
What did Bywaters do when he came homne? Those letters had
been written for some weeks, but when he 1eturned he did nothing.
He took Mrs Thompson out, as he had done on former occasions.
lie was on friendly terms with the family of Mrs Thompson  He
showed no hostility or violence towards Mrs. Thompson’s husband.
Bywaters had been away fiom this country ailer 13th June for a
period of thiec months, and 1t was fully four months since he
recewved these letters upon which the prosecution rely Far {rom
there being any conspiracy or iniention m Bywaters’ mind {rowm
6th June onwaids to injure Mrs Thompson’s husband, you can
goe clearly from every page in those leiters of hers thai he was
trying to bresk away fiom the entunglemeni, and there had not
been a great deal of enjoyment in it for Bywaters except when he
was at home on leave. He saw the impossibility of ihe situation.
and he was gradually irying to break away; bui, unfortunately
for him, Mrs Thompson was determined that it should not be
so, and so she wroie those letters compluining of her life, and
always holding out the hope thal they might be able to join each
other. The letters should be recad from the pemnt of view of the
recipient, and not of the writer, and in that light you must come
to the conclusion that, whalever her intentions may have been,
whatever, in fact, she may have been doing, Frederick Bywaters
was no party to it I go on to inquire if Bywaters became a
party to any such agrecment after 23rd September. I contend
that the whole case for the prosecution shows that he did not.

I should refer in a word or two to the excellent record of
Bywaters. We do not have in the dock here a man who has been
charged over and over again with crimes of violence, or a man of
evil reputation. We have a man of spotless reputation and good
character, and yet it is su%gested that he made himself a party
to a conspiracy to murder the husband. Bywaters’ case to-day s
that it was not until he left the Graydon’s house aboul eleven
o’clock on 3rd October that he had any intention of seeing Mrs.
Thompson again that night or of interviewing her husband. 1f
you come to the conclusion, ag I submit you must, that Bywalers
up to that evenin% had never any intention whatsoever to injure
Mrs Thompson's husband, and that he, on his side, had never
agreed with Mrs. Thompson that any violence or anything else
should be done to Thompson, then your verdict, so far ay Mrs
Thompson is concerned, is ‘‘ Not Guilty,”’ and you will have lo
deal with the case as it affects Bywaters.
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1 proceed now to deul with what is the real issue for you, and
1 ghall detail the events of 3rd October. Bywaters has said that
e left the house on the evening of 3rd October feeling very miser-
able. He wag thinking of Mrs. Thompson, and of the complainis
made t0 him when he came from abroad He says that an irre.
s1stible impulse came over him that he must see her, that he must
try to help her, and the only way of helping her wus io sce again
whether he could not come to some arrangement with regard to
her.  She is muserable. tlus cannotl go on: he will see once mor.
if he cannot do something. That impulse coming over him, Ls
walked quictly towards Belgiave Road. As to the details of whit
happened, the only evidence you have is thal of Bywaters himself.
His lordship will duect you with regard to the law concerning
the various possible verdicts.

Mr. Jusmior SumaArMAN—TYou wanl me {o leave these questions
to the jury—(1) Justifinble homicide; (2) manslaughter; (3)
murder?

Mr Wmrarey—Yes I read the report of Bywaters’ evidence
of what happened when Thompson met his death [Reads report of
evideuce.] 1Iow did the kuife come to be m Bywalers’ possession?
I{ has been said, and thero iy evidaiee {0 support it, that he bought
the knife in Aldersgato Suect 1 November of last. year It 18 not
4 sirange thing ihat Bywaters should purchase such a knife, a sea-
faring man, visiting seaporis 1 foreign countries Lo has Lold us
that ho was accustomed to carry it in his grealcoat pocket. There
are fow satlors®* who do not possess a knife.  If you aceept that, away
goes the case for the prosccution that it was purchased for the
sxpress purpose of commithing a dasiardly murder If you accept
Blywatorﬂ’ evidence, then you should come to the following con-
clusions :—

Thal the object Bywalers had in goiug to meel the Thompsons
on ihai night was in order o make some arrangement with him, and
not in order to kill him.

That when he armved al Belgrave Road he had ne miention
of using the knife.

That Thompson struck him a blow on the chest and said, ¢ 1
will shool you,”” at the same time puiting his right hand into his
hip pocket.  'What was 1t that would flash through the mind of a man
accustomed Lo visiting foreign countries when he heard the threat ¢ |
will shool you >’ and saw a haud turned te the hip pocket? It does
not matter, I submit, whether there was a vevolver or noi.  The
question for tho jury iy, ° What did this man beliewve at that time 77 ¢
[f you come to the conclusion that Bywatlers thought that Thompson
inlended to shool him and had a revolver at the {ime, and ihat in

* Bywaters was nob a “ sailor” in the technical sense.  ITe was o clerk on
board a ship, and hoad more use for a fountan pen than for a knife «~12d.
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self-defence he took out his knife and stabbed him, having reasonable
apprehension taat his life was in immediate danger, then the only
verdict 18 one of Not Guilty, as being excusable homicide.

With regard to the second verdict—if you come to the conclusion
that Bywaters did not stait the fight with the intention of using s
knife, and that he used it n the heat of passion in consequence of an
attack made on him by Thompson, you are entitled 1o reduce this
crime from murder to manslaughter.

Or, again, 1if you ave satistied that Thompson stiuck him a blow
on the chest, followed by the words ‘* I will shooi you,’”’ and by a
movement of his hand to his pocket, then there would be such provoca-
tion as would enable you to reduce the crime from murder io
manslaughte:.

In cousdermg the statemeni made by Bywalers I think 1t is
necessary for you to realise that from heginning to end in this case
the one thing always in Bywatiers’ mind was the posilion of Mrs
Thompson and how she was suffering. ‘When he left the scene thai
mght he did not know ihat Thompson was dead Ie did not discover
1t until the next day, when he bought a newspaper. The time has
come when there should be some allcration i the way in which
persons are dealt with at police stations 1 am not blaming the police
Superintendent Wensley is one of the mosi efhcient officials there
have ever been at Scotland Yard, aud it was his duty ito asceriam
who committed the crime and 1o make all necessary mquinies What
I am complaming of 1s that when a staiement was taken in the
circumstances in which it was 1t should be solemnly produced in this
Court as if il were a voluniary stalement to be used in evidence
against Bywalers. The thoughts of Bywaters when he made the
first voluniary stalement were concerned as to what had happened {0
Mrs. Thompson. I ask you to put aside altogether the stailements,
having regard to the circumsiances in which they were made, and
deal with the evidence of Bywaters as he has given it.

All the time that I have heen addressing you I have heen
conscious of a feeling that, whabever arguments I may use, the
Solicitor-General has the right io the final addvess. It 18 a curious
position. In an ordinary case in this Court where a prisoner gives
evidence and calls no other evidence as 1o facts, his counsel hag the
right of addressing the last word to the jury. Owing to the fact thai
a law officer of the Crown has been engaged to prosecute in this
case, I am deprived of that privilege. = Apparently the privilege
was considered so important by those conducting the prosecution
that the services of the Solicitor-General were cugaged. So long
ago as thirty years, defending in a criminal case, one of ihe mosi
famous advocates, still alive, commenied on this curious and
anomalous privilege, remarking, ‘I hope an Attorney-Geueral may
be found some day, unless the law iy altered as it should be, to
abandon the exercise of a righi which does nol appear to me io be
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defensible.””  Of course, I know that the Solicitor-General will
endeavour to be as far in his reply as he was 1n hus opening of the
case, but I am conscious that ihe intercsts of Bywaters may sufier
from the fact that the Crown has the luwst word.

I again challenge tho prosecution io point to oue siable piece
of evidence, to any evidence, on which you can 1ely, on which you
can say thai that man had agreed with Mrs. Thompson to do some
harm or some violence to Percy Thompson Judge this young man
as you yourselves would be judged One life has already been sucri-
ficed 1n this soadud and horrible drama  Is there to be yet another?
Frederick Bywaters makes his last appeal to you through me, and
he says to you, ‘‘ It is irue, only too irue, that I have heen weak,
extremely weak It is true, only too true, that I allowed mysclf le
drift mto this dishonourable entanglement and ininmgue wiih a
married woman hving with her husband. It 15 true that I had not
the moral courage to cut myself adufi from i1t and end it all. T
is true, only ioo true, that she confided in me, thal I was flatiered
that she should come to me, a young man of nineteen, and confide m
me. It 1s true that I pilaed her, and that my pity turned to love.
I did not reahse, I did nol know, 1 had nol enough experience m
this Iife to know, thal tiue love must mean self-sacrifice  All this
is true,” ho says, ‘‘ but I ask you to believe, and by your verdict
to proclaim {o the whole world that in all this history I am not an
assassin I am no murderer.’”’

Closing Speech for the Prisoner Thompson.

Sir Oexrr Corris Benverr—May 1t please your lordship, mem
bers of the jury—at last 1 have an opportunity of puiting Mrs
Thompson’s case to you It was only at the end of four days, and
near the end of the case, that the defence hud an opportunity ol
showing to you the other side of the pacture already put before you
by the prosecution. It 1s important that you should realise whai
you are iry;ng  You are trying one of two indictments. The prosecu
tion have chosen to procecd upon the first, which charges the prisoner,,
with murder There was another indietment which might ‘be tried
by you or some other jury againsi both the prisoners, and it is
important that you should know what that second indiotment was.
It contained five counis. IL charged them with on divers dates
between 20th August, 1921, and 2ud October of this year conspiring
together to murder Percy Thompson;

That between 10th February of this year and 1st October Mrs.
Thompson did solicit, endeavour to persuade, and propose to Bywaters
to murder Thompson;

That belween the same dates she did unlawfully selicit and incile
Bywaters to conspire with her to murder Thompson ;
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That on 26th March (I don't know why that date was chosen)
she admimstered and caused Lo be taken by Thompson certain poisons
or other destructive things with intent to murder; and

That on 20th April she did administer and cause to be taken
by Thompson a certain destructive thing, namely, broken glass.

It is quite clear from the sections of the Act of Parhament in
quesiion (Offences Against the Person Act) what the law is iu
relation to the second indictment  Any person who shall confederate
or agree 1o murder any peison whomsoever, or shall solicit,
encourage, persuade or eudeavour to persuude, or shall propose to
any petson to muarder any other person—that person shall be guilty
of misdemeunour, and, if convicled thereof, shall be lLiable to penal
servitude for ten years. The first three allegations m that indict-
ment are under that section of the Act of Pathament. 1L is mot
murder, but an offence wheteby they can receive a subsiantial term
of penal servitude.  The last two charges of the indiciment aro
framed under another scction of the same Act, under which a person
admunistering or cuusing to bhe administered to any other person,
or to be taken by him, certain poious, shall be guilly of felony,
and hable to penal servitude.

For some reason—youn, members of the jury, may posmbly
understand the reason, I don’lL pretend to—the prosecution here have
clected to put these two people mto the dock fogether and charge
ihem with murder. As far as [ know, there 18 no other case in which
a jury have been empanelled to try either man or woman with
murder where 1t could not be alleged hy the proseontion that that
person did any act when the murder, if it wore murder, was com-
miited.* By the prosccution il is siated that Mrs, Thompson was
what is known mn the law as a prmeipal in the second degree, namely,
a porson who ‘‘ aids, sheis, or assists o murderer when he is com-
mitting a murder.”

Mr. Jusmics SmoearmMaN—That is not exclusive. Tf two people
conirive & murder they are guilty of murder, oven though one wes
not, there.

Sir II' Curus Benwmr—7Yes, he is an accessory.

Mr. Jusrior SowarMAN—TYou say he in not guilty of murder if
he did not actually take part in it

Sir I Curris Buwnimrr—I am nol going to shirk any issue.
1t is no good when representing somebody to try and put before the
jury some story which docs not moct the case at all. Tt cannot he
alleged that anything further might be charged agaiust her.

Mry Jusrice SErarRMAN—Of course a person might he regarded
as an accessory before the fact

Sir H. Curms Bunwsrr—If the case as suggesicd by the prose-
eution were thal Mrs. Thompson kuew what was going to happen

e ——— - w8 o — b —————

* 0f. ““ The Trial of the Seddouns ” Notable British Trials,—Ed.
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that might, and that she took the person who was to be murdered
to the spot where he was murdered, then I would welcome theot
case The jury would sea that the whole of the evidence was to the
contrary in such & case If you come to the conclusion that she
conspired with Bywaters to murder her husband on that might, then
you will convict her on that mdictment 1f you come to the conclusion
that she was urging on Bywaters At this moment, however, sho
sits in the dock charged wilh bemng a murderess on the night of
31d October, and 1t 1s for the prosecution to satisfy you that she 1s
guilty. I suppose that the case for the prosecution 1s founded upon
nothing but those letters wiitien over a period of time, and foundel,
outside that, on nothing but guesswork, coniradicted when you
come to test it. I suppose the case is that there was an arrange-
ment upon that night that Thompson should be murdered, that
Mrs Thompson was a party io i1t, and that Mis Thompson knew
quite well as she was walking down the road near her home that
at any moment her husband was going to be taken from her mde
and murdered in cold blood I contend that every single action of
Mrs. Thompson upon the night when the killing took place shows
that she knew nothing of what was going io happen

You have got to get into the atmosphere of this case. This 18
no ordinary case you are trymng. These are not ordinary peopiv
thai you are trymmg. This is not an ordinary charge of murder
This 18 not an ordinary charge against ordinary people. It is very
difficult to get into the atmosphere of a play or opera, but you have
to do 1t in this case Am I right or wrong in saying that this woman
18 one of the most extraordinary personalities that you or 1 have ever
met? Bywaters truly described her, did he not, as a woman who
lived a sort of life I don’t suppose any of you live in—an extraordinary
life of make-believe, and in an atmosphere which was created by
gsomething which had left its impression on her brain. She reads
a book and then imagines herself one of the characiers of the book.
She is always Living an exiraordinary life of novels. She reads a
book, and although the man to whom she is writing is at the other
end of the wide world—in Bombay, Australia, the Suez Canal—shc
wants his views regarding the characters in the books she has jusi
read You have read her letters. Have you ever read, mixed up
with criticisms of books, mixed up with all sorts of references with
which I shall have to deal, more beautiful language of love? Such
things have been very seldom put by pen upon paper. This is the
woman you have to deal with, not some ordinary womsan. She 18
one of those striking personalities met with from time to iime
who stand out for some reason or another.

I desire to point out now that the only thing you are irying on
this indictment—as to the actual alleged murder—is whether the
prosecution have proved that Mrs. Thompson was in fact taking a
real part in what happemed on Lhe night of 3rd October. As the
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tacts have come oui in the case, as far ay Mrs Thompson is con-
cerned there are two verdicts on the indictment that you can find
ngamst her.  She 1s erther gulty of muider or she 18 not guilly 1
ask you again to get into the atmosphere of the hife of Mrs. Thomp-
son. I do not care whether it 15 described as an ¢ amazmg passion,’’
to use the expresmion of the Solicitor-General, or as an adulierous
mtercourse  Thank God, this 1s not a Court of morals, because if
everybody immoral was brought here I would uever be out of it,
nor would you Whatever name is given to il, i was cerlainly a
great love that existed between these two people We read about
love at first sight. But, after all, we a1c men and women of the
world here Don’t you thmk it was a gradual process as regards
these iwo people—friendship first of all, graduully leading into love!?
There has been much questioning by the proseculion as (o the exact
time of the two declaring each other’s love, hul that is beside the
powmt 1 suggest that the time was lugust Bank loliday last year,
on lst August when an incident arose oul of abeolutely nothing—
¢ sending for a pin ’—and M1 Thompson lost lug temper and threw
his wife across the room  There was unhappiness, and the comforter
was at hand The man was ready to take her purl, and he beeame
from the friend the lover. You will remember the evidence as 1o
the hushand saymg 1o the wife, T am not gomg {o give you up.
You arve my wife ~ You are mume 1 am not gomg to let you go.”’
Full of human nature, 1s it not? The two lovers agreed to wait for
five years. Can you say tha{ such a waulb is the arrangement of
murderers, of people who have made up their nuwds upon a certam
dale or dates to mmder a man? The very Insl lelier, which was
made so much of by the prosecution, stated, ‘¢ Thers are only three
and threc-quariers vears lefl.””  Yei 1l is said that the person who
was wriling that letter on 1st or 2nd Octoler was a murderess, by
inference, not hecause sho struck any blow as a murdevess, hut be-
cause she was planning murder the very next mght

Desaling with the letters, T ask you not to forget that although
they have heen combed aud combed o find anything 1o suggest that
Mus. Thompson is a murderess, 33 oul of 65 have not heen put
bolore vou  In one of 1tho letters there is this phrase—*¢ A1l T could
think about last mghi, was that compach we made . . . it seems
go horrible to«lay.” Ts it not palpable that the oxplanation they
have given is the true one, that they had entered into some foolish
compact to commit suicide, and not that they had contrived {o murder
the woman’s hushand? She talks there of death for herself and not
for any other person  There is nothing in the letlers 1o show any
thing but ihat Mrs. Thompson was desirous of impressing on By
waters that she was prepared to go any lengih 1o retnin his affection
M. is 5o easy to tako hils out of letlers in opening a case and {o put
them hefore the jury without their context and without the mentality
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of the prisoner being put before the jury, aud say, “ Vvhai does that
mean?’ and io take the next reference and say ugam, ¢ Oh! there
is this, 100.”” It is scarcely fawr. If you iake the letters and read
them through, as I was so anxious you should do, whal does 1t come
to? At the most it might possibly muke that woman gulty of one
of the charges mn the second indictment They certainly do nol
make her a principal 1n the killmg of Thompson on the night of J1d
October. In her letter of December, 1921 (exhibit 27), she says—-
¢ It 1s the man who has no right, who generally comforis the woma:
who has wrongs . . You will have the right soom, won'i
you? Say yes.”” That 1s put before you, picked out as somo evi-
dence of murder in their minds. Is it not absolutely consistent with
innocence? We all know if a thing is equally conswstent with imno-
cence then you will find 1t of an innocent descriplion  What it means
is this—*‘ Thank goodness I shall be laken away aml live with you
either as your wife, 1if I am divorced, or as your mustress, if there is
no divorce. You will then have the nght > Referrng Lo the por-
ridge inaident, I again quole the passage which bas been read before--
‘1 bad the wrong porrudge to-day, bui I do not suppese it wil!
matter, I do not seem to care much either way  You will probably
say I am careless and I admut I am, but I do not care, do you?’
You will remember that the evidence was (hat the porrdge wis pre
pared by Mrs. Lester, and that Mrs Thompson occasionally had it,
but her husband more often took it Oue would have thought there
was nothing 1n the reference 1o the wrong porndge, but in the wit-
ness-box yesterday when asked aboui it Mrs Thompson said, ¢ |
put that in with an object.”” Now this is the first time in thir
correspondence thal you come to this extraordinary way of lrymng
to keep the love of a man and trying to mmpress upon him that i
is a love which will not die It was an extrnordinary way of show
ing, ‘I am prepared to go to any extreme io keep your love.”’

The prosecution thought ihat the only way for them to prove
whether those statements in the letters were true or unirue was iu
have the body of Thompson exhumed. What did they find? They
found mo possible irace of any sori or kind of poison. They found
no trace of glass having been administered in that body. They
found just what I hope they will find in my hady and yours if ever we
are exhumed. And having found thai the resuli of the post-moriem
examinatlion was consistenl with the suggestion I am now putling
before you, that the statements were absolutely untrue that she had
administered anything, I do complain that the prosecution wre not
generous enough to say, ‘‘ We will let you have the whole henefit, of
that It is {rue there is no sort of corroboration that you ever gave
poison or glass to your husband.” What would you think if you
were sitting in the dock instead of in the jury box if nothing had
been found that was not consisteni with your innocence? When Dr.
Spilsbury was in the witness-box the prosecution got him to give
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an answer 10 a question which was obvious to all before he said it.
‘* Oh, of course, it may be that powson was given and disappeared
There a1e certain poisons thai do not leave any truce ’’ Ilow is one
going ta deal with a case if it 15 going to be put in that sort of way?

The real truth about Mrs Thompson, as borne out by her
letters, was that she was a woman who would go on telling any lies
#o long as she could keep her lover Bywalers. You are men of ihe
world and you must know that where there 18 a Tdarson which 1n-
cludes some one who is married, it will be part of the desire of that
person to keep secret the relations from the other partner. It s
not the sort of thmg that they wonld bring to the knowledge of their
partner for hfe apmly, membets of the jury, your body includes
a member of the other sex, so that you will he able to drsess the
matter from both points of view.

I come now 1o the ‘‘ You must do something this time ”’ lettcr
The prosecution start with the idea ihat a man has been murdered,
and then going back seven or eight months they find that wiitten
in a letler and they suggest that il refers to murdering a man.  Bub
18 not a passage like that exactly what you would expeet 1o find
writien from one lover {o amother when il was a case of 4 woman
woing away and living with him?  As to the sleeping drimght ilness,
there is not the slightest suggestion that Mr. Thompson was poiconed.
"The woman who is supposed to he wishmmg for her hasband’s death
searched amongst Ins belongings for Jhe wmedivme and destroyed it.
As s lordship has smd, 1t 18 & very loug ery from wishing somehody
is dead to Lecomung a murderess. This woman was ecight years
older than the man, and she realised that she might he losing the
man Tisten 10 the following sentence which she wriles—¢ I, was
o lie—T would tell heaps and heaps to help you, but datling do you
think T like telling them?’ T ash yon whether i that passage you
do not get to the real heart of the woman. Again T read another
#entence—*‘ This (hing T am going to do for hoth of us will it make
a difference?”’ TIs not that exacily the sort of thing you read in a
alivorce court correspondence? Although through this woman’s great
love for the man she was propared to leave her husband and risk
averything, still al, the vame fimne, at the back of her mind and in
her heart of hearts she felt—will the time ever come when he will
bring 1t up agamst me and twilt me with it, saying, ¢ Well, you
ran away to live with & man % Iy nov that, what the letter means?
1 submii that these things were not cendeavouring to persuade to
murder, but were a thousand miles from it.

Dealing with the correspondence up to March, T ask, would you
convict anybody of e¢ven some small offence on that evidence?
Would you not say that the evidence was much more consistent. up
to then with innocence than with guilt? You would not send any
one io prison for a monih on that evidence. With regard to the
giving of quinine to Mis. Thompson, it may he thal Bywalers
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thought she was a woman {o be pandered to He knew the sort of
woman she was, and he has described her to you as living in books
and melodiamatic Ii is suggested that in the letters there are
references to the death of Mr. Thompson Unforiunalely, there
18 a lot of loose talk amongst us all. We often hear the expression,
‘¢ He ghould be shot,”’ or ‘“ I would like to poison him,’”’ even in
ordinary conversaiion. This was loose talk by Bywaters, and it
was the sort of language a man who had an intrigue with a married
woman might use He may have said of the husband, “T1 wish
he would die,’’ but he did not mean it. Mrs Thompson, wishing
to show him that she would back hnn up, because she loved him, so
wrote the letters that she did write If you get & woman like Mrs
Thompson, she may easily say, ‘‘ I will back him up ’ You can
test whether she was putting on paper facts or fiction by the evi-
dence of Dr Spilsbury and Mr Webster, which was to the effect
that she was not giving her husband poison or glass.

You will remember the references to ‘‘ Bella Donna ’’ in the
letters I hope that most of you gentlemen of the jury who have
read the book have seen the play

Mr. JusTICE SHEARMAN—ATe you going Lo put 1n the book? If
you do, the jury will have to read the whole of 1t

Sir H. Curris BonneTT—I do not wish to do thal T think
your lordship gave a description of the book I will if necessmy
put in the book.

Mr Justice SmeARMAN—- Surely not. I dom’t think that is
necessary. I hope not—I hope you will not put it in. You can
deal with anything that has been given in evidence about it

Sir H Curtis BENNETT—It has been suggested that the whole
theme of the book 1s the slow poisoning of a husband in order that
the wife may live with a wealthy man. Fortunately we have Mrs.
Thompson’s view of ‘“ Bella Donna.’’ If it is to be suggested that
ihe reference to digitalis means, ‘‘ Is il any use for poisoning her
husband,’” then you must look al her view of the woman in the
book She has described her as a monster Is it suggested that
Mrs. Thompson was slowly poisoning her hushand? There 18 no
evidence of it Is 1l suggested that any one at her insligation was
doing 1t, so that she might go off with Bywaters? There is no
evidence of it With regard to the phrase, *° You will never leawve
me behind again unless things are different,”” I subunt that means
that, unless the next time Bywaters comes home she has pot a
separation or divorce—unless she is his, and can be left hehind as
his wife or mistress—she will not be left at home at all; they will
go away, they will take the risk, and she will go anywhere. With
regard to the passage, “ I am not going to try 1t any more until
you come back,”’ and the reference to ¢‘ the tea tasting hitter >'—
it is suggested that those siatements mean, ‘‘ Murder him.”” Our
answer ig that it is ‘‘ fiction,”’ just as much ficlion as ‘‘ Bella
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Donna.’” Turning to the subject of the aromatic tincture of opium
found at Thompson’s house, 1t is an amazng thing 1f this woman
was desirous of her husband dying that when he was found in
possession of something 1t was taken away from him and she
refused to return 1t

I again read the phrase, ‘° The third time he found a piece,’”’
in reference to the alleged administration of glass, and I ask you
to imagine what effect such 2 piece of glass would have in passing
through the intestines Dad she ever use it three tunes? The evi-
dence 1s that there 1s no trace of anybody ever having administered
anything of the sort to Mr. Thompson.

Mr. Justion SoesarMaN—DBefore the Court rises for the day I
wish to offer you, members of the jury, this advice Of course, you
will not make up your minds until you have heard the whole case.
The only other thing 1s, having regard to the surroundings for so
many days, by all means look al the atmosphere and iry 1o under-
stand what the letlers moean, but you should not foget that you are
in a Court of juslice trying a vulgar and conumon c¢rime  You aro
not listening to a play from the stalls of a theatro When you are
thinking it over, you should think it over in thut way

The Court adjourned
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Fifth Day—Monday, 11th December, 1922,
Closing Speech for the Prisoner Thompson (continued).

Sir H Curtis BexwgrT—When we adjourned on Saturday I
had almost finished dealing with the letters I wish to refer now
to the letter of 28th August (exhibit 63), which contains this
passage—

Fourteen whole months have gone by now, darlint, it’s so terribly long
Neither you nor I thought we should have to wait all that long time did
we? altho’ I sad I would wait 5 years—and I will darlint—it’s only 3 years
and ten months now

That letter, I submit, is a very important one indeed, because ‘i
shows what the mind of Mrs. Thompson was upon that date, 28th
August. She was then saying to her lover, ‘“ We arranged five
years; I am pirepared to wait five years, and there are only three
years and ten months to pass >’

I next deal wilh the letier written on 12th September, in which
Mrs Thompson refers iothe facl that Bywaters is nearing England,
and expresses the view thai—

This time everythmg seems different. I don’t hem from you wuch
you don’t talk to me by letter and help me and T don’t even know 1f 1 am

going to see you

Does thai not show, what I have been putting hefore you, that on
12th September Mrs Thompson had in her mind that Bywaters was
not 80 fond of her as he had been, and she was anxious 10 show him
that she would go to any extreme to keep lus love? Look now at the
letter of 20th September (exhibit 28)—

You say ‘Can we be Pals only, Peidy, it will make 1t easier.’ Do you
mean for always? because if you do, No, No a thousand times = Wo can’t
be ‘pals’ only for always darlint—it's impossible physically and mentally
« « . II you still only meun for a certarn time and you think 1t best,
darlmt it shallbeso . . . We won’t be our natural selves tho’ I know—
we’ll be pulling a curb on ourselves the whole time—like an iron hund that
won’t expand

That is the woman writing on 20th September a letier which, of
course, she had no 1dea would ever be used against her in this light,
writing what she 1s really feeling a forinight before the tragedy. It
is suggested by the prosecution that there was not only a conspiracy,
but that she was a prineipal in the tragedy which took place on the
night of 3rd October. I submit that these lasi letiers, one after
another, show quite clearly thai this charge which has been made
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ig ill-founded. Of course, the letters are prejudicial to the writer,
all of them, but you have to be very careful that you do not allow
prejudice to be turned into proof  These last letiers do not prove
at all what the prosecution xcek to make them prove In fact,
they show that the subnussivn 1 awm making is the tiue one. In the
same letter of 20th September there is this pussage—

You are jealous of hem—hat T went you to be—he has the nght by law
to all that you have the right to by nature and love—yes dadlint be jealous,
s0 much that you will do somethmng de<perale

Start at the end of the story with ihe death and wenk back fo that,
and you can make what 15 an ubsolutely 1nnocent expression mn a
letter appear to be a guiily one  Wark buck, as the priosecution
have done, from the iragedy, and core to a letier writien a fort-
night before, and, because 1n that letier there 1s this phiase, *¢ do
something desperate,”’ that meane (it the woman was trying to
make the man retnrn to Encland to murder her hushand  Swurely,
if you look at the leticrs and all these referencon, they ave alwolutely
consistont with the story (hat both Mrs Thenpsun and Bywaters
have told They ate consisient with, © Take me away, 1 care not
where > Are you, bocause of the prejudice ereaterd by the reading
of the extracts fiom these letiers, going 1o say there is any evidence
from them that this woman was a prineipal a fortnight, afterwards
m the murder of her hushand? T como now to the letior (exhibit
60) which 18 sand to have heen written by Mrs Thompson on 2nd
October. That letter is one of the strongest doewmenis that yon
could have against the sugeestion that these two persons made a
prior agreement hefore 3rd October (hat Thompron should he
murdered It is of the grestesl importance to see what it way
that was being written hy Mra. Thompson 1o Bywaters on the very
day hefore the tragedy tock place

Darlingest lover of mine, thank yon. thank you, oh thank you a
thousand times for [viday 1t was lovely t'n always Tovely tn pro ont with
you. And then Saturday--yes T did feel happy -T dide’t think a teeny
bit about anything in this world, cxeept being with yon and all Saturday
evening I was thinking ahout you . . . . T tried sn hard tu find a way out
of to-mght derlingest but he was snepicous and sl is 1 suppose we musd
muke s etudy of this deeeit for some time longor. I hate it. 1 hate
overy he I have to tell to see you -beeanse lies seem such small mean
things . There would be secnen and he would come o 168 and inter-
fere and I couldn’t bear that . . . Untl we bave funds we cun do
nothing.

Do the proseention say that this lekler, writlen on 2nd Octobor, iy
avidence that these two people were infending wurder next day,
or the day after, or the week after? This woman is saying on 2nd
October, It is funds we want, and until we have funds wo cun
do nothing.” They did not wani funds for murder, bul it was
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essential that they should have funds for the purpose of living
together. Mrs. Thompson said that 1f she were to run away with
Bywaters, as she wanted to do, she would have io leave her business
‘“ Darlingest, find me a job abroad.”  ‘‘ Murderess!’’ say the
prosecution. ‘I will go to-morrow if you will find me a job,
and shall not have one little regret . Help me to forget ”’
And then the last letter wrntten before the crime was committed—
I should like to draw your attention to what was said by the
Solicitor-General 1n cross-examining Mrs Thompson on this letter
on Saturday morning I do not wish to make any remark which
m any way can be considered to be improper about the cross-
examination, because my learned friend was absolutely fair in
dealing with both of the accused persons in the witness-box, but
when the prosecution have to come down to a suggestion such as
was made upon the last two paragraphs of that letier on Saturday
morning, it is for you to say whether you think they have got a
case which can be relied upon or not The Solicitor-General put
this passage to Mrs Thompson, ‘“ He is still well, he is going to
gaze all day long at you 1n your temporary home after Werlnes-
day >’ The suggestion behind that, of course, was that Thompson
wag still well. Does that not show the danger of guesswork when
people’s letters are being looked at? When we come 1o see whal
the passage really meant, we find that it meant that the pathetic
little bronze monkey was still sitting upon her desk, and that
opposite was the photograph of the ship that Bywaters had been on

The next passage in the letter is, ‘° Don’t forgel what we talked
n the tearoom, I’ll still risk and try if you will 7’ The suggestion
of the prosecution—and they have no evidence at all of it—is thal
in that tearoom in Aldersgate Street these two people were plotting
murder. There is not one scrap of evidence. But having put all
those letters before you, and having created the prejudice those
letters must create when first read without an explanation, the
prosecution then say, ‘ The night of 3rd Octoher Thompson dies:
and ‘ Don’t forget what we talked about in the tearoom ’ ’’—and
you, members of the jury, are urged to believe that they were
talking about murder Both the prisoners have heen 1n the witness-
box and have told you how the conversation was the same old story
as to taking Mrs. Thompson away, as to her leaving her husband
and risking all her future with Bywaters TIs it not shown that
that is the way to look at the sentence when the last words of the
letter read, ‘“ We only have three and three-quarter years lefi,
darlingest; try and help Peidi ’% T4 is almost inconceivable that
it can be suggested on that letter, or to think that seriously the
prosecution can say, that it shows that these two people were plotting
murder. The words show quite the contrary. Do you Imagine
that & woman who at that time, according to the prosecution, had
got to the degree of having incited this man to the extent that the
murder is imminent, would be writing, “ We have only three and
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three-quarter years left *’? I the story put before you by the
prosecution Lo true, do you not think thut you would find 1n these
letters somie 1cierences eyging on, 1nciting, soliciting Bywaters to
commit thiy murder? Yet you find, 1n my submission, exactly the
opposite  There 1s not one 1eference m these lelters which any one
in this country dare say shows that the suggestion awule by the
prosecutyon 18 true

I proceed now to deal with the mght of the murder, and T contend
that everything pomnts to the killmg of Thompson hemmg an unpre-
meditated act by Bywaters It was an uct by Bywaters, commttul
according to his own story because he was i fear of his own hfe—
an act which he hadl not the shghtest intention of committing one
minute before il was commitied The letters provide the only
ovidence upon which the charge of murder i framed against Mis,
Thompson  Everything that was done and sanl by her ou that night
shows as strongly as 1t can that not only did she not know the murder
was going to be commitied, but that she was hormtied when she found
her husband way killel O Srd October there was a fanuly theatre
party.  The evidence is that Mr and Mrs Thempson were at the
Criterion Thentve with Mr. and Mrs Laston, and, according to Mr
Laxion, were happy and normal Do you believe that that woman
could have sal with her husband and [he Laxtons the whole evening,
happy and i normal condition, 1f (here was to her knowledgo going
to happen the tragedy which did happen (o her husband? T suppose
the suggestion of the prosceution s that on the journey home My,
Thompson knew that at some spot Lor hushand was to be attacked
and murdered I must denl in the most serious way with such a sug
gestion. I venture to point out that there is not 4 bit of evidence to
show that she kuew auything of the sort.  The evidence is that she
had made an arrangement (o go with ber hushand the next night to
meet her maid at Paddinglon  Is that true or not true?  Test it
The maid did arrive the next night, and did go to the house Do
you think this woman, if she was doing whal the prosecution sugoest,
would have made that arrangement?  The proseeution declared that
the tragedy ook place al a dark spot; bul. as o matter of fact the
spot, was sinulurly lighted 1o the neighbomrhond arovmd. Tt wae the
proper and the hest way home that the Thompsons ook after coming
from the theatre.  Sho did net luve her husband into some dark
hy-way where a murder could ho committed. T agk you to consider
Bywaters’ position.  Was he going oni to murder? — Ifo was at, the
(iraydons for the purpose of geiling his tobaceo, and the last thing
he did was 10 make an arrangement, with Miss Graydon to take her to
the pictures on the next night.  Ars you going 1o cast those facls
asde and say that they are of no importance, and thai there are those
¢ gwful lotters 2’7 Where is the evidence that this was the result, of
a conspiracy between the two, and that she was a party that night to
what happened, or in leading her husband to the spot, knowing what
was going to happen? T suggest that Bywaters made up hiﬂl ;é:ind
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suddenly to see Thompson and settle the quesuion of his leaving his
wife  You all know how matters of that sort suddenly strike people;
there 18 noihing extraordinary aboutii. Mrs Thompson’s story that
she was pushed aside and stunned 18 corroborated by her wother, who
had felt the bruise.

Members of the jury, every step m this case, when you really
come to look at 1t in the lighi, of the evidence, is only consistent with
the story of the defence being the irue one. If Bywaters was acting
i self-defence, then you need not consmider the case against Mrs
Thompson. If you even come to the conclusion ithat he 18 gwlty of
manslaughter, you need not consider the case against Mrs. Thompson
It is only if you come io the conclusion, and aire satistied of 1t upon
the evidence, that Bywaters is guilly of murder, thur you have to
consider whether Mrs Thompson was a parly to thai mwder  The
piicous plea of Mrs. Thompson, ¢ Don’t, don’t’’; Ler a1y lo the
doctor, “* Why did you not come sooner and save hun?’’ and her
statement to Mrs Lester, ‘ If they allow him 1o come home I will
make lum better,’’ are all conusteut with ihe story of the defence.
Every act of Mrs Thompson on that occasion was noi only consistent:
with her story that she did not know that the murder was gomg to
be commutied, but that sho was horrified when she found thats her
husband had been killed  Tesi the evidence; don’i be satisfied with
guesswork It is quite clear thai in her fiisi stalement to the police
Mrs Thompson did conceal Bywaters’ name, but I would renund you
that you have io deal with human nature. One is api to be high-
minded in a Court of justice; but we have, after all, 1o deal with
human nature. Mrs Thompson knew thai her lover had attackel
her husband  She did not know he had killed him, and m my sub-
mission, although it might be improper, any one of us would, if in
the same position, do what has been done here  Of course, Bywaters
protected Mrs Thompson, and, of course, Mrs. Thompson protected
Bywaters. Of course, one should always tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth; but when in a murder case two
people are sitting in the dock awaiting your verdict, is there anything
in the fact that both keep from the police until a certain moment
information aboui, the other? Bywaiers would not have been a man
if he had not tried to shield the woman. Mrs Thompson would not
have been a woman if she had not tried to shield her lover

Mrs. Thompson was taken to the police station and another siate-
ment wag taken from her A statemenut was taken from Bywaters,
and next day, the 5th, a statement in writing Still a denial by
Bywaters of Mrs Thompson, and still a deninl by Mrs. Thorapson that
Bywaters was the man, and by an extraordinary chance, if the story
of the prosecution is to be believed, when Mrs. Thompson was being
taken back to the CI D room she happened to pass the very room
where Bywaters was standing, and she saw him. That is one story.
The other story is that Mrs. Thompson was actually taken into the
room where Bywaters was, and they were confronted with one another.
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The woman said, ‘* Oh God, oh God, what can I do? Why did you
doit? Idid not want him to do it. I must tell the truth.”” Is that
the statement of a woman who was a party to the killing, or is it the
statement of a woman who had protected her lover as far as she could
ifrom the police—the statement of an innocent person, who, having
protected her lover, realised that the time for protection had passed
and that she must tell the truth? The statement that Mrs. Thompson
then made to the police was exactly what she states to-day. A
little later both these persons were charged.  Bywaters, when
charged, said, ‘“ Why her? She was not aware of my movements.”’
And where is the evidence in the case that she did know his move-
ments on that night? It is all founded upon the suggestion that
they had tea together, and that they may have there discussed the
murder. All the evidence is to the contrary—that she did not know
he was coming back that night. The statement of Bywaters himself
was ‘‘ I made up my mind at the last moment.”’

It will be for you to say whether the arguments I have put
forward for your consideration are well founded or not. It will
be for you to say, when you have heard the Solicitor-General address.
you again on behalf of the Crown, whether the prosecution have
proved that either of these people is guilty of murder. I am only
concerned with Mrs. Thompson. It will be for you to say whether
she is guilty of murder, or whether all the prosecution have done is
to show you a cloud of prejudice, and whether it may or may not be
that upon some other indictment she may be found guilty. I have
submitted as plainly as I can that upon: this indictment, not only have
the prosecution not proved she is guilty, but if you go through these
letters and discuss them you will see they are quite consistent with
the view I have put before you, and much more consistent, because
there are many more references to running away and spending timer
together in the future, and waiting those three or five years; that all
these letters are consistent with the innocence of both the people in
this trial. = As far as Mrs. Thompson is concerned, you do not have
to consider the case against her until you are satisfied beyond all
reasonable doubt that Bywaters is guilty of murder, a decision which,
in my submission to you, you will never come to when you consider
your verdict. I am loath to leave this discussion, because. I am
anxious to feel and know that I have dealt with the whole case as it 1§
put against Mrs. Thompson. I know I have risked your displeasure
in taking up your time at such length, but you do not grudge:
a few hours one way or the other spent on something which means
eternity.  Of course, I cannot see what is in your minds, because I
cannot tell whether the matters I have been discussing are matters
that you don’t want to discuss because you have made up your minds.
But in asking this question I know one thing: I shall get your answer,
‘and the answer to the question I have put is the answer that Mrs.
Thompson is not guilty.
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The Soricrror-Genzrat—Members of the jury, you have listened
to 1mpressive and powerful appeals fiom my learned friends. Every-
thing that devotion to the imterests of their chients can suggest and
every argument or plea that skilled advocacy can think of have been
used, and I know that you will consder ithem with care and weigh
every argument that has been put forward. 1 do not ask you to
close your hearts to a single plea. But it is my duty to consider
the case less passionaiely than the way my learned frmends put 1t
to you It 1s no pari of my duty to use a single word or to turn a
single phrase thai would divert your attention from the real facts of
the case or io attempt to wrest your verdict by the interpretaiion or
miginterpretation of a single letter or incident But my learned
friends have gone a little beyond an appeal to you which it 18 their
duty io make. They have criticised and reproached me and my
learned friends for our conduct or preseniation of the case  They
have suggested that counsel for the Crown, to use Mr. Wluleley’s
phrase, have laid before you a mass of wrelevant evidence, and pre-
sented it in an unprecedented and extraordinary way Perhaps the
first obseivation I should make is thai, from some points of view,
this 18 an unprecedented case; from others it 1s a very ordinary case.
I think the renl comment on their criticism is this—ihey have been
good enough to say that we have laid the case before you fairly, and
they have not taken a single objection eilher io the substance or ihe
form of a single question we have asked. Their criticism is of the
interpretation which we have thought 1t our duly to suggesi is the
11ght one of the letlers.  That is a matter so entirely for you that I
shall say no more about it now  Mr. Whiteley also referred to my
right of addressing you last. Was he afraid ihat his eloquence woull
be submerged by mimme? If so, he may put his anxiety away, for
after overything I have to say there will be the cooling influence of
my lord.

I ask you to treat the case as an ordinary oue  Ii 18 indisput-
able that Mr Thompson was killed that night by Bywaters, that
Bywaters chose a spot a great distance from his own home, and went
there deliberately. Ii was not an accidental meeling He chose an
hour after midmighi, which was about the most unsuitable hour
anybody could have sclecled for a discussion, as he suggested it was
his desire io have, with Mr. Thompson Bywalers chose a place
which in itself was a suitable one for such a crime, 1n the sense ithat
there would not likely be many persons about. The whole of the
circumstances in which he aitacked Thompson suggest, at firsi sight,
a case of deliberate murder. It will be for you to consider whether
any of the arguments that have been pul before you justify you in
finding a less verdict than murder It is said that Bywaters was
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wcting, not in pursuance of any intention to kill, {hat ke had no
notive which would move him to do that, and that, thercfore, the
rerdict of the jury ought to be one of manslaughter. It 1s sug-
sested to us still further that this 1s a case of justifiable homiaide
m the part of Bywaters, which means that he acted in self-defenco.
[hat suggestion was made by Bywaters mn the wilness-box, but it
loes not appear 1n either of his statements. It 1s a suggestion that
‘equires for foundation the sort of evidence he gave in the witness-
yox as to the apprehension he felt that Thompson was about to produce
v revolver, and it must oceur 1o you that if i{hat was Bywaters’ real
lefence, then 1t would have appeared long before the hour at which he
sroduced it or suggested 1t 1n the witness-hox. I ask you, is there
uny evidence upon which you can reasonably or possibly come 1o the
sonolusion that he was acling 1n self-defence when he killed Thomp-
son? In s own statement Bywaters does not even tell the truth
leferring to the aclual struggle lLe says—

The reason I fought that night was because he never acted hke a mun
to his wife; he always seemed soveral degrees lower than a snal'e T loved
her and I could not go on secing her living that liffe I did not intend to
¢ill him, but only to mjure him I gave hun an opportunmity of standing
up to me as a man but he would not.

I suggest o you that there can only be a verdict of murder in this
cage. At least four or five deep and probably fafal blows were in-
ficted. One of the blows was delivered 14 feet from the place where
the attack began Throbably any one of than would bave disabled
Thompson. They were delivered with a weapon which conld hardly
be used by & wvioleni man withoul running the grievous rigk of
immediate death on the part of the other man, and they were de-
livered wilh a force which was quile wcousistent with any other
action than the wntention to kill the man against whom they were
delivered

How does the case stand against Mrs. Thompson? T suggest
that if she and Bywaters agreed ta kill Mr. Thompson, and the
husband was killed in pursuance of that agreement, then there must
be a verdict of murder againsi Mrs Thompson as well as aguinst
Bywaters. Agamn, if Mrs Thompson incited Bywaters to murder
Thompson, and 1f, 1n consequence of that incilement, Bywaters did
murder Thompson, smilarly Mrs. Thompson is guilly of murder.
I contend that if you find that in comsequence of the mstigation or
even command of Mrs. Thompson the murder was commitied, then
she is guilly.

Mr. Josriom SHEARMAN—IL is necessary, of course, 1o bo eare-
ful of words, and I do not feel melined to iake the matter at large.

The Sortorror-(ieNtraL—I am nol goiug to suggest to the jury
that merely because some foolish or wild expressions were used in
letters it is sufficient for you to say that in consequence of that the
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murder was commitied and Mis. Thompson 1s guilty I agree with
my learned friends for the defence, that in order i; you to arrive
at & verdict of murder agamst Mrs Thompson you must Le satisfied
that the persuasion lasted right up to~—not ihe moment of the murder,
but substantially right up to the murder, and was the continuing
cause 1n comsequence of which the murder was committed by By-
waters. If you think that the persussion had no 1cal connccuon
with the murder, and that the expressions, however ciummal and
foolish, were not really the cause of the wmurder, theu of couse 1t 13
not a case of murder against Mrs Thompson. What [ ask you te
consider 18 the progress of the idea found in the letters and 10 see how
1 was pressed by Mrs Thompson on Bywaters, and how the iden
continued 1ght up to the vey lasl moment. When you get o
the time at which the two accused were in the iearoom logether on
3rd October one would no longer expect to tind correspondence pass-
ing belween them, and if you find from the correspondence thai the
direction was continuing substantially up to the time of the murder,
it 18 my duty to submu, to you that that amounts to murder It
18 suggested that the letters are consistent with something ifferent
from murder. Bywaters in the witness-box suggested over and over
again that the statements in the letters all referred to a proposal
to commit suicide. I do noi suppose you will have much difficulty
in dismussing that suggestion. My learned friend, Sir Henry Curtar
Bennett, suggested over and over agamm that what was passing in
the minds of those two persons was divoice or separation in order
that she might go with Bywaters, aud that all the other expressions
were hysterical and extravagant ulierances ou the part of this woman

The view 1 suggest that you should consider 1s that there is no
dstermination on the part of Mrs Thompson to leave her husband
or give him cause for divorce. For some reason or other they boih
seem 1o have put ihat out of the r1ange of possibility. Ii may be tha
that was not a thing thai Mrs Thompson or Bywaiers could com-
template, because 1f she loft her husband she would poi be able to
continue in her employment, and neither she nor Bywaters had meuns

Mrs. Thompson secms from firsi to last to have done all she could
10 keep her connection with Bywaters from her husband. I do bot.
find m the letters, when they are properly read, any real foundation
for the suggestion that she was repeatedly trying to get her husband
to divorce her, and did everything she could to convince him that
1t would be the best thing to get rid of her. That suggestion, like
the suicide suggestion, does noi seem io have been present in their
minds. Right up to the very end the proposal in the letlers is thab
her husband should be removed by poison You will remember that
in her examination-in-chief Mrs. Thompson did noi disguive that a
certain expression did refer to a proposal, cither made in a moment
of hysteria or perhaps almost as a joke, that her husband should be
poigoned At any rale the reference was {0 poison, however il began.
In her letier she says, “ I acquiesced in everyihing he said or did or

128



Closing Speech for Prosecution.
Solicitor-General

wants to do. At least 1t will disarm any suspicion he mighti have
if we have to lake any drastic measures.”’ It has been suggested
that the drastic measures meant leaving her husband, but you,
gentlemen, must be the judges of that

It 18 important to remember the visits home of Bywalers,
because you have only her letters; Bywatcrs’ letters have all been
destroyed, and the correspondence was interrupled by his wisits
home, and what happened when he was at home you can only judge
from the correspondence subsequently resumed. The hrst letter
after he left home was thal of 10th February, which you will remem-
ber begins ‘‘ You must do something ihis time’’ That letter was
written to Aden, and Bywaters received 1t somewhere about March.
If it is suggesied that ¢ You must do sometlung this time >’ referred
to the making of plans for running away with her, it is curious that
the next paragraph refers {o something not connected with divorce
1t is the paragraph in which she relates her attempt to discover the
preseription ¢ I {old Avis aboul the imcident ouly 1 told her as
if 1t frightened and woriled me ’> That can only mean tihat she
wanted to creale evidence at that time which might be useful 1 the
case of something happening which might throw suspicion on some
body as having poisoned her husband. That part of the letler shows
that Mrs Thompson was interested in disarming suspicion, bug if
you have any doubt it will be dispelled after rcading the Jast part—
“ 1t would be so casy darlint—if I had things—I do hope I shall.
How about cigarettes?’ To suggest that all those passages are a
question of hysteria or fun 1 a suggestion thai you can exclude.
If it 18 not all hysteria or fun, then you must come to the conclusion
that she was proposing to him—arising, perhaps, oui of a proposal
from him—that poison should be administered In a later letter
there is a definite suggestion of some drug, medicine, or something.
‘1 suppose it is nol possible for you 1o send it to me—not al. all
possible—I do so chafe at wasting time > Thai word “ 147’ un-
doubtedly refers io something which wus to injure her hushand’s
health On 14th March, as Bywaters was approaching this couniry,
she wrote, ‘‘ I don’t think I have shirked, have 11 Ezcept, darliud,
to ask you agan to think oui all the plany and methods for me.”’
Shirked what, if not the enterprise they had entered into to poison
her husband? Then she writes, *“ This will be the last, time you will
go away unless things are different There will be no failure this
time If things are the same again I am going with you—if it is to
sea T am coming too—and if it is to nowhere I am coming.”” You
must consider whether that passage throws any light on whether
there had been any discussion between Bywaters and Mrs. Thompson
as to what was going 1o happen between herself aud her husband,
and if yougghink it does throw any hight then you will give it iis

weight

Then there is the letter containing the phrase, °° Don’t, keep
this piece.” It is suggested thal that was hecause it might come
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into her husLand’s possession. I am bound to say to you that this
letter of st April is one that deals entirely with this idea now
occupyng so much of her attention, that her husband musi be got
rid of. The passage 1s full of ciime There 18 no other interpieta-
tion which can fanly be placed upon 1t It is inconsistent with any
other view than ihat she was proposing at this time an injury to
her hiusband, not only to make lum 11l but eventually to make him so
11l that, as she puts 1t herself, after he had a heart attack he would
die under 1t I suggest that these letters were being destroyed
because his, like hers, referred to the subject of powoning. In the
next letter she has given up something ‘‘ till you come home ” I
suggest that this was the idea of admimmstering something to her
husband. In her letier of 28th April she wriles, *“ I used the light
bulb three times >’ Sir Henry Curtis Bennett has poured ridicule
on that and has said that 1t must be the 1magination of a hysterical
woman, because the use of glass would have left indications on the
gullet or organs of the body It was exacily with reference io that
thai Dr. Spilsbury was called. I called him as much to assist the
defence as the Crown. It 1s complained that it was elicited that
the administration of glass, even in large pieces, would not neces-
sanly have left an indication 1n the organs of the body. I venture
to say that that was a piece of evidence that the jury will think 1t
desirable Dr. Spilsbury should have given It may not carry the
case any further, but 1t would have been wrong io have left you with
the impression that an injury must necessanly have bLecn found if
glass was used.

Next comes the letter of 1st May (exhibit 19) It is quite
plamn that Bywaters had been wrting, and, I submit, making obser-
vations to her about some drug which he had sent or suggested.
Bywaters said it referred to quinine which he knew could not hurt,
and which he had sent to pacify her in connection with the suicide
proposal. There 15 a signrficant passage in the middle of the letier.
‘1 quite expected to be able to send that cable—but no—mnothing
has happened. . . . I do feel so down and unhappy.” 8w
Henry Curtis Bennett said that this referred to a divorce or io
adultery, but I submit that that letter is full of proposals as to the
methed in which her husband mught be harmed

The next letter, 18th May (exhibit 22), sets out an extract
from °° Bella Donna >’ referring to the administration of cumulative
poison and asks, ‘‘Is 1t any use?’ That was a very imporiani
question for Bywaters to consider. Then she says, ‘‘ Everything is
destroyed—I don’i even wait for the next arrival now ’’ So dread-
ful wers the suggestions contained in these letters, whatever they
referred to, that she no longer thought 1t safe to keep any of them.
They cannot have referred 1o their gulty relationship because it is
their own case that they weve repeatedly unpressing on the husband
that he should divorce her for adultery I suggest that ihese letters
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were being destroyed because his, like heis, 1eferred to the subject
of poisoming. Then there iy the letter in which Mis Thompson
alludes to some weakness on her husband’s part  Thompson fell 11l
on the ottoman at the fooi of the bued and stated that he had another
attack Mrs Thompson says, ** I had 1o laugh at this, because I
knew it could uot be a heart attack > llow could she know that?
On 23rd May Mrs “Thompson sends Bywatels a book, ‘‘ Bella
Douna,”’ saying m her lelter, ** You wmay learn sometlung from 1t
to help us.”’ She would not send the book io Plymouth merely to
give him something to 1eud

Bywaters went to sea agam on 6th June It 1s at this (ime thai
she starts having her letlers sent to the Gencral Post Office in the
name of Miss Fisher  On 4th July she wriles to Bywaters—‘‘ Why
are not you sending me somethmg . . . f [ don’t mind the
risk why should you?”’ Mis Thompson admitied {o me mn cross-
cxanunation that ¢ something > was something 1o mjure her hus-
band—she was 1efering to somelhing wluch Bywaters had suggested
to her to which she first objected and m which she aflerwards
acquiesced Tt 1s o serious picee of evadence agninst Bywaters if hor
gtatement 18 accepted, becuuse she secins (o have thought that the
only way in wiich she could keep the love of Bywaters was by falling
in with those suggestions that poison should be administered to her
fmsband. Why did she think that this would keep Bywaters’ lovet
Was 1t nol because Dywaters was proposmg s to her as the only
way in which she could be his wife or live with lim? From whal-
ever pomnt of view 1 1s 1egarded this 18 a maiter of the uimost
importance If the suggestion to give her husband something to
make him ill came from Bywaters, she not ouly responded to his
suggestion and doifwl the T’x and crossed the Ts of the iden he had
mentioned, but shie concluded o letier which T must describe as being
of the utmost importance with the startling postseript, ¢ Iave you
studied bichlonde of mereury?”’ Does a laundry steward in g ship,
even one mterested in chemistry, study bichloride of mercury?  What
did she mean? T suggest that that passage throws a little light upon
the suggestion of Mrs Thompson, that all thai she wax doing was
to humour the whims of her lover.

I would vemind you ihat the leiter of 20(h Seplember (exhibit
28), in which she suys *‘ Be jealous so much that vou will do some-
thing desperate,’” met Bywaters when he landed al Plymouth. As
soon as he landed she felegiaphed to him and got into touch with
him on every occasion that she could vight up to 3rd October. On
2nd October she writes 1o him, and al the end of the lotier thers
appears a senlence which repeated o phrase that had alveady appeared
and which Mrs. Thompson admitted in the witness box meant, what
has heen suggested if, did—‘° Don’t forget whal we {alked in 1ho
iearoom, T will still rikk and try if you will—we have ouly (hreo
and three-quarter years lefi darlingest.” When you review these
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lelters you are driven to the conclusion that right up to the end
she was acquieseing in Bywaters’ suggestions She allowed lum to
think that she was prepared to co-operate with him n posoning her
husband right up to the end.  She never undeceived im In Liymg
to reconstruct, the conversation between Bywaters and Mrs Thompson,
you can only draw inferences which can fairly be drawn by giving
Mrs Thompson and Bywaters the benefit of any doubt there may be

Nothing I have said should give you reason to think that I wish to
impress a single phrase, a single letter, beyond its proper import-
ance. But when Mrs. Thompson says she left Bywaters under the
impression that she acquiesced i giving her husband somelhing to
make him 1ill, 1t is very mgmficant. Is 1t possible that the anxiety
Bywaters had evinced would evaporate when she came in fresh contacl
with her lover? Is 1t possible that the proposal to poison her
Liusband was not discussed? I suggest ihat if the anxiety to injure
her husband evaporaied with the last letler Mrs. Thompson wrote to
Bywalers on his homeward journey, 1t will be your duty to say thai,
Mrs. Thompson 18 not gulty. These matiers, however, are for ihe
jury to decide My duty 1s to suggest that on a fair reading of the
letters and a fair construciion of the meelings 1t 18 only possible (o
come to a conclusion that the same 1dea was present in their miuds,
that the same question was discussed then, and I am going io ash
you to say that the discussions resulted mn an agrecement, ithe conse

quence of which was that Mr. Thompson was killed.

Let us come to the day of the crime itself. I do not think it 18
relevant to consider what arrangements had been made by the Thomp
sons for 4ih August. Of course, Mr Thompson would not know
that he was going to be assaulied, and so would not break an engage-
ment to meet the maid at Paddington. Nor does it throw much light
on the matter that Bywaters made arrangements to take Mrs. Thomp-
son’s sister to the pictures. He would not expose his gnill; he
would be more likely to cover his guilt. It is rather imconsistent
with his story that he had mn his pocket that dreadful weapon wilk
which the crime was committed. You have seen it, and you can say
whether 1t was a handy or convenient thing to carry about. Not a
single witness has been called to say that Bywaters was in the habit
of carrying it It 1s difficult to imagine that it would not have been
the subject of jocular conversation if he had I suggest that
Bywaters’ story aboul the knife has not been corroborated. Mrs
Thompeon has said in a statement that she knows nothing about the
actual killing except that she was pushed aside. Her evidence now
is not altogether inconsisieni with the second statement she made to
the police, but certainly it 18 not consistent with her firsi. slatement
Nor is the evidence given by Bywaters consistent with any of his
statements.

The case for the Crown is that there was an agreement between
these two persons to get rid of Mr. Thompson, or that, if there was
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not an actual agreement in terms, there was an instigation by Mrs.
Thompson to get rnd of him, on which Bywaters acted so as to kill
lim  Bywaters’ case should be conmdered apart from the letters.
Consider, first of all, whether he went there to kill Mr. Thompson,
m which case it is murder ~ Then you will consider Mrs. Thompson’s
position  Take her admissions as to what she intended, what she
proposed to Bywaters, her acquiescence in Bywaters’ suggestion, and
weighing everything carefully, as you will de on behalf of the
prisoner, say whether she 1s not gulty of murder. You have an
anxious task.  The prosecution are under no duty to press anything
beyond its fair value, but 1t 18 my duty to ask you not to shiik for
one moment to give a reasonable construction of those letters and to
overy incident n the case, even though 1t results in your returning
a verdict of guilty of wilful murder against the womnn as well as the
man

Charge to the Jury.

Mr. Jusmiop SmmaRMAN—Members of the jury, there are several
indictments in this case, only one of which has been presented,
only one of which is before you; and thal 1s the indictment of this
man and this woman for wilful mwder. The first case which you
have to consider is as to the man, and I will come to that before I
ask you to consider the case of the woman The case presented is
that these two by anangement belween cach other agreed to murder
this man, and the murder was cffected by the man. Unless you are
watisfied of that, namely, that they did it by arrangement m the way
I shall explam {0 you, there would be no case against the woman.
But with regard to the man, if you are satisfied that, without any
arrangement with the woman, he intended to murder, then, of course,
you can find him guilty of that, and that is why I am asking you
to consder the case of the man first. But before T do that there
are one or two observations I wish io make as to your duty. Of
course, when a jury are summoiied to iry a case for murder, it is
always an anxious time; it 13 as anxious for the julge as it is for
the jury. But, whether it he a case of murder, or whether il be
a case of petty thoft, yowr duly is the same, and I want to explain
to you what it is. In a phrase, you aro there to conviet the guilty
and acquit the innocent. That means that you have two dulies;
you have got to look very carefully, patiently and senmblg, and
acquit unless you are satisfied thal the case is proved On the
other hand, if you are satisfied that the casoe is proved, it is just as
much your duty, and an equally important duty, to convict; because
if crime is not dotected and conviction does not follow detection,
crimo flourishes. You have two dutics; one is to protect the public
by always convicling if you are satwfied that there is crime, and
the other is to protect the accused by always acquitting if you1 ;r:!;unk
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the evidence 1s unsatisfactory. I have ouly oue word which !
hope you will excuse me saying, 1t may be quile unnecessary—perhaps
there are two things I should say io you. Of course we all of us
in the last three or four days have been carrying on this work in a
rather unnatural and unreal atmosphere. We are m a Cowit of
justice, and Courts of justice 1n this couniry very propeily are open
to the public; it 18 the right of the public to come to a Court of justice
and lhisten 1o the procecdings Cases do arise where large numlers
of the pubbc want to come 1n, and they do come It 1s meviiable
that you should have heen surrounded by a different atmosphere
from that which prevails in the ordinary humdrum of the Courls,
and you musi, throw that aside, try to escape from ihat, because this
charge really 15—I am not saying whether 1t 18 proved—a common
or ordinary charge of a wife and an adulterer murdering the husband.
That is the chaige; I am not saymng for a moment 1 is proved

We heard of thghts of immagmation m this case, and there was one
that I cannot help alluding to The whole of this case has vty
properly been conducted with studious moderation by the prosecution,
which is quite usual and proper, and more fervently by the counscl
for ihe defence, and that agan, is quite usual and proper. When
vne heard the statement made thai never before in the history of
crime had anybody ever been charged with a murder when 1t was not,
suggested that that person had iaken a hand in aclually inflictig
the blow, I sat amazed. These cases are not uncommon; I am not
saying they are common cases. If the learned counsel who said so
had been 1n this Court a few months agoe he would have seen me
sitting and Lrymng one

I do not say that cases like this are very usual, but there are
cases of husbands who, in order to marry somebody else, want io
get rid of a wife, and of wives who want to get 1id of the husband.
Let us say in the interest of the fair sex that they are more often on
the other side, but such things are known and they are not unusual.
Now, I have only one other observation about Sir Ilenry Curtis
Bennett; he sud, and, indeed, I am afraid it has hocome now a
precedent 1n these Courts, that he  thanked God that you had to
decide and he had not.”” Tf that remark is intended to frighten you
1 hope it will not We are dealing with law and justice here and 1
do not like invocaiions 1o ithe Deity This case, wo have no doubt,
is as anxious a cagse as olher murder cases. You will apply the
ordinary principles of common sense, and I will tell you exacily when
there is any law. You may iake it from me, that unless T mention
there is any law, you will understand that I am talking merely about
facts,

There is only one other observation I am going to meke, and
it has nothing whatever to do with counsel.  You are fold that
this is & case of a ¢‘ greal love ”’, T am ouly using it as a phrase.
Take one of the letters as a test We have had for days an atmos-
phere, both in speeches and in questions, of this kind. Just at the
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end of a letter I shall have to allude to again comes this; ‘° He has
the right by law ta all that you have the right Lo by nature and love.”’
(ientlemen, 1f that nonsense means anything it mweans that the love
of a husband for his wife 1s something impiroper because marriage 1s
acknowledged by ihe law, and that the love of a woman for her lover,
iliett and clandestine, 1s sometlung great and noble I am certuin
that you, like any other right-minded persons, will be filled with
disgust at such a notion  Let us get 12d of all that atmosphere, awdl
try this case in an ordmary common sense way

Now, what is murder1? You will take the law from me. Murder
18 the mtentional kiling of a human being You someiimes hear
the words ‘‘ malice aforethought '’ That does not mean it need he
premedilaled over a long time; all 1t means is that it 1s intentional
Did the person charged imteniionally kill? In one of the statemenis
made by the male prisoner he sud, ““ T only intended to injure him
and not {o kil him >’ This much, however, 15 clcar and tlus you may
take from me; I do not thimk it will anse because the case made is
that he went out io kill him, not to mjurc him. The law is clear
thati if a person goes out to injure anybody clse wilh a deadly weapon
(you have seen the kwfe) which any reasonable man would know
nught kill, then he s 1esponsible for murder whether it was in his
mind aclually to kill or not, because a person 1 taken to know the
reasonable consequences of his own actions That s all you have
got to know aboui the law upou thal. T shall say something more
to you when I am dealing with the case of the woman, which you
have got 1o take into consideration as a quesiion of law, but I will
deal with that presenily because I am asking you now to deal with the
case of the man. I am noi going to denl at length with the letters,
and I have only one other pomti of law to pul lo you. Gentlemen,
you know the facts of {his case are extremely short and simple, ihe
only length 1n the matier comes from the letters. As T told you,
you will remember, in 1he case of statemenis made in the leiters or
the statemenis made by one not, 1n the presence of the other, which
they had nothing to do with, they are not evidence at all agninst the
other person, and the statemenis by the lady in her letiers that she
administered glass or something are not evidence against him. But
when people go into the witness-hox and admii, that they received
letters and answered them, anything said by the man is evidence
againgt the woman, and anything said by the woman is evidence
against the man, because they are represented by separaie counsel
who could have cross-examined them. You have noticed, T duresay,
in the course of the case that where the woman made statements they
are mostly somothing excusing her and implicating the man, but in
gome of them, when the man is making statements, they are always
exculpating the woman. It is said that is chivalry and that is why
he is doing it. What cither of them says on oath is evidence against
the other, but apart from that I am going to say very little ahout
these matters, except that there are cerlain things thai one ?;m to
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take with regard to him (and you are now considering the case of the
man slone). The man admits he gave her something ; he says 1t was
qumine; and the woman says in the witness-box—‘‘ He gave me
something, and I do not know what it was.”” Certainly the woman
says that the man wrote to her saying ihat 1t was ‘‘ enough to give
to an elephant,’”” and the woman says yes, she did give something to
the man. If that meant io poison him or to make him die because
he was unable to resist 1t 1 a heart attack, i1t 18 common sense to
say that would be murder, just as much as the longest and strongest
dose of powson. It 1s useless to say that because he has goi a weak
heart I can give him a smaller dose and then it will be partly from
his heart and partly from the dose A man with a weak heart is
entitled to be protected from poison as well as anybody else She
does say that he had given her something to give to the man and
she admits, although I do not know that he does—I have not got it
in my note—she admits that he did write to her saying, ‘‘ Be care-
ful not to leave any marks on the glass.”’

Now, what were the relations between the parties at that time?
Let us go back and think of 1t again with plain common sense. The
Thompsons had been married for some years, and 1n June of 1921
this young lad went with them to ihe Isle of Wight. I think it was
altenapted to be suggested to you that the man was merely riendly
with the woman, that there was no love between them In one of
the letters she sent to him (I think it is on 14th June, 1921),
she says that she is writing this on this day because one vear ago
they had their first kiss when they were on a charabanc ride in the
Isle of Wight, so 1t is pretty obvious that there were relalions
between them then There 18 another one 1n which she said she had
had a quarrel with her hushand over the old subject; ‘‘he was
jealous of you > One thing, I think, is perfectly clear, al any rate,
from the moment when he left the house, as he says, by his own
wish, as well as with the wish of the husband, their relations were
affectionate; and they were clandestine from beginning io end, if
one looks at the correspondence  The first letter you have is
exhibit 12, ¢ Come and see me lunch time, please darlint, he
suspects *’ ; that is in August The next, the telegram, exhibit 10,
‘“ Wait till one, he’s come,”’ which is a note The husband is here
so you must wait. There is a leiter, the last letter of all, I think,
which 15 written one or iwo days before this man met his death,
exhibit 60, ‘I tried so hard to find a way out to-night darlingest,
but he was suspicious and still is—I suppose we must make a study
of this deceit for some time longer.””> Now, gentlemen, the first thing
you have got to make up your mind about—because this has a direct
bearing upon the case put by him as well as by the woman—if it
was clandestine how can you believe evidence that they were alwaya
talking to him and saying, ‘‘ Give her up,”’ and he said, * No, I
will not give her up ’1 I think that being the relation between the
parties you will have to ask yourselves what it means and why it
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was clandestine. It 18 said, you know, all they were writing about
and a good many of the things they were saying were merely aboul
going off together. Nothing prevenis nowadays in this countiy a
woman going away with another man except the divorce Court, and
what else? The trouble, as 1s said i one of the letiers, of ways and
means. This man was 1n a 1espectable occupation, the woman was
In a respectable occupation ; if they were gong off with one another,
even 1if they stayed in the same place, 1t might end 1 thehr losing
their positions and having nothing io live upon. If 1t does not lead
to that, it means it leads to scandal It is part of the case that
both said, ‘‘ We are gomng to keep tlus quet beciuse we canmol
afford to 1isk our positions and our place in society ; we must keep 1t
dark,” and ithe whole of the evidence 1s that from the moment he
came back they saw each other every day except when the hushand
was at home, and 1t would have been suspicious 1f she had gone out
Those being the general circumstances of the case you will, of course.
bear 1n mind whether you should believe the evidence, particularly
the evidence this man has given, that she was always asking
Thompson to grant a divorce and let them go off

He comes home from hig last voyage and, as 1 say, every day,
except when it is impossible without the husband knowimng, they meet
one another. Of course, as I have said before, these letiers do show
on the face of them—and you will hear more of that later—that
whether he thought it melodrama or not, the lady was writing sug-
gesting that she was poisoning her hushund  On this particular day,
by an arrangement made with her husbamd and other people, she
goes 1o the theaire She sces Bywaters The two meel at 5.30
At six o’clock she tells us she had got to meet her husband and so
goes off. At aboui seven o’clock he presents himself at Shakespeare
Crescent, aboul two miles from the scene of where this unforiunate
man met his death. Tle has a kuife in his pocket ; you must take
the knife and see it. It would be in a leather sheath, which has
disappeared ; I do not know what, has hecome of it, but, as you know.
his evidence was that he always carried 1t about with him It is a
little difficult to put into any kind of pocket, except the side pocket.
He said he always carried 1t in his overcoat pocket. Ii is pointed
out that no other person had scen it It is sugpesied by the prosecu-
tion that when he arrived, as he undoubtedly did—there is no dispute
about that—at Shakespeare Crescent, two miles off the scene of the
crime (if it was a crime)—the scene of this death—he had got this
in his overcoat pocket It is nol suggested he showed it to any-
body. There was possibly no reason he should if he had got it. It
is suggested by the prosecution that the only reasonable inference is
that he put it in his pocket for the purpose he had in view. Ile
was there till eleven o'clock, or after eleven. I will read you
presently his own statement, you know practically what it is; he
was suddenly seized with an impulse to talk to this husband because
he was so miserable about the wife; to talk io him about a sesy:’ara-
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tion or a divorce—sudden impulse. It 1s said by the prosecution,
nothing of the sort; he went out to lie mn wait for the husband, and
knew where he was coming. You have his own statement which 1
will read Lo you at length eveniually But what did happen, or
ovidence which is not contradicted, was this—It 15 a quet 10ad at
half-past twelve at mght, the husband aud wife are coming down,
she 18 next to the wuall, her husband outside coming down on the
pavemeni In one of Lis statements Bywaters said he wailcd for
them, in his sworn evidence he said he came up from behind. You
will consider when comuug up behind at that hour of night, if he
were coming up—I am putting plain common sense considerations
before you—do you think ithey would have heard him before he came
up to them or do you think the blows were struck befove they heard
him? Whichever 1t was, the man is siruck, as one sees from the
bloodstains, and struck again, piobably in the front, because (here
1s more blood there but he hax gone a cerlain number of feel down
the road; 1t is obvious he has got into the road then, where lherc
18 a lot of blood, which spuris out; he gues back and staggers and
wobbles towards the wall and sinks down with Liy back againsi. 1he
wall. ITe went 46 or 47 feei in all, judging by the spots of blonl;
that is thu way of 1t

What is found on his hody? There 1s found one blow, a wound
which comes 1n behind the neck; administered, 1 iy suggesied, by
this weapon, and 1s driven with such force into him that 1 comes
out into his mouth. There is another ome, driven with such force
into the back that it reaches down to the spinec There 1 a third
wound It 1s suggested by counsel for the defence that 1t was
inflicted from the front; but there it 1s, 1t might he, and very hkely
it was, inflicted from behind, and 1t cuis—not slashes, you recollect,
but stabs—the gullet and cuts the carotid artery on the right side.
From thal blood gushes out with euormous force and renders death
inevitable in a few minutes. I am putiing aside the evidence of the
man and the woman because you may think the whole of 1( isx made
up. I do not say you will think it iz made up, but. you might. All
human evidence, particularly of people who are defending themselves,
is liable, if they have an interest, 1o be umcerlain, so (hal the
evidence of anyhody who has an interest is to be scrutinised, and the
evidence of the bloodstains eannot be disputed

Now, what happens afterwards? I am not going into the
woman’s case at all, except 1o the fact of her interest in the hushand.
1 will deal with her evidence m deimi] later The man goes away
The man who was killed sinks down, and even the doctor who comes
up is under the impression—I will say something about it presently—
that he has not been stabbed bui it, was a broken hlood vesscl or
something of that sort, blood welling out from hiy mouth; it was
an illness. Eventually the police come up and when the body is
taken away the wounds are discovered What does the man do?
His evidence is that he ran away A number of people come up
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and all thewr evidency deals cntnely with the wowman, so I am nod
saying a word aboul that with 1egwid to the mun, becaus:, agam,
statemenis made 1n evidence by other people with regard o the
woman do not atfect the man. So far the husband s killed,
admittedly ; aud now the only two people present, the wils wnd the
lover, give evidence to show whether one vr the other had inflicted
the blow, or some thind person o1 some enluzely mdependent persen
had mflhicted the blow. The police come upon the seene und these
a1e his statements. The firsl one 18 admiticdly now a tissue of les
The police geb the letters and have a suspieion «f lum and they get
lum to make a slatemenl: ““ 1 have Lnown My Perey Thompson o
about four years,”” &e  (Roeads slatement, exiubit 5, page 27.)
¢ After lunch she rcturned to busmess and [ have not seen her
gince > That 18 to say. it was a concealmuul of faeix “ Mr.
Thompson was not awure of all our meeting:, bal sowme of them he
was ”’ Do you think that is ecandid? I have known for a very
long time past that she had led a very unbappy life with him  This
is also known lo members of Mrs Mhompson’s fanvly ”*  That does
not scem to be sccurate. ¢° I have wriiten to her on two occasions.
I signed the lellers Froddie and I addressed her as ¢ Dear Edie *
I think it is obvious, as wax suggestod by Sir Hlenry Curtis Bennett
or Mr Whitcley, that that teok the form of question and amiwer
Then he goos on, *‘ Ou the eveniug of Monday, 2ud Octoher, T called
on Mrs. (iraydon.”” (Continue, reathng ) ¢ Before leaving T re-
member Mrs Graydon’s daughicr, Avis, suying that Percy (Mr.
Thompson) had ’phoned her up, and I gathered Trom {he obrerva-
tions she made that he was luking his wife to o theatre that night
und that there were other members of the family goiug.”  You
notice that he had heard the stume evening from Mrs. Thompson—
¢ When I left the house I weni: through Browning Road, into Sibley
Grove, to Hast llam Railway Stalion ”’ (Continues reading.)
““ This statemeni has been read over to me, is voluntary and is
true.” It is not suggested {hat this was anylhing clse bui an
intention 1o deceives the police  Later on he finds out she is there,
whether actually they are both (ogether or he seew her thers 1 dn
not know—there seems to be a condlict, of evidence about that: it
does not seem to me to muake any difference.  Then he ways, |
wish to make a voluntary statementi ”’—that is on the Hih October,
the next day  (Reads statement, eshibit 6, page 39.) T lowvd
her and 1 couldn’t go on secing her leading that life. T did not
intend to kil him. I only meani to injure him’”’ I have
already commented on that; if he stabbed him without any exeuse
or provocalion then he is guilty. “ T gave him an opportunity of
standing up 1o me as & man bui he wouldn’t.”  In other words, he
declined to fight.,  His statement was—il. may not bo true or parts
of it—he would noi fight. ‘1 gave him an opportunily of siand-
ing up to me as a mau bul he wouldn't., [ have had (he knife some

139



Bywaters and Thompson.

Mr Justice Shearman

time; 1t was a sheath knife. I threw 1t down a drain when I was
running through Endsleigh Gardens.”” Then I think there is only
one other statement of any importance, to Detective Wilhams,
on 6th Oclober He asked Williams. ‘‘ Have you a kmfe there?
Have they found it? I told them I ran up Eudsleigh Gardens, but
comng io think of it, after I did it I ran forward towards the
Wanstead Park along Belgrave Road, tuined up a road to the right
1 am not sure whether it was Kensington Gardens (where they Lived)
or the next road. I then ciossed over to the left side of the road,
and just before I got to the top of the Cranbrook Road end I put
the knife down a drain It should easily be found ’  The import-
ance of 1t 18 that he is admiting that his was the kmife, and not
gh?] :oman’s, that did 1t  He agamn uses the expression, ‘* When
id 1t.”

Now, let us come to his evidence in the witness-box. It is fair,
I think, that I should read it to you The part I am going to read
to you there is no dispute about There are several meetings I pass
by altogether, but Mr. Whiteley did read it to you quite properly,
but as that was last week I had beiter read 1t to you again. He
says he bought the knife in November, 1921 As I say, gentlemen,
all this as to the knife is entirely a question for you. It is pointed
out that a sailor may have o knife of this sori; 1t is suggested that
no reasonable man living in London carries a knife like that about
in his pocket, and 1t is sugeested that the mere presence of the kmfe
is very sirong evidence of his intention, a knife of that description:
1 think you have seen it, but, you may as well take1t. Ile says, ““1I
bought that in November, 1921; it had a leather shealh; I took
it when I went abroad; I carrmed 1t in my inside right-hand
overcoat pocket which 1 was wearing during October.”” She tele-
phoned him on the morning of 3rd October, they went io Queen
Anne’s Restaurant to lunch and he met her at Fuller’s shop at five
o’clock. 1 parted with her at Aldersgate Street Station at 5.30.
I then went to Mrs Graydon’s at Manor Park and I got there ai
half-past six to seven I was in the same room all the time till I
left about eleven o’clock. There were four members of the Graydon
family there. I had a pouch with me which was a present from Mrs
Thompson >’ Then there is a long discussion ; I do not think I need
read it to you. And then he goes on suggesting that Mrs. Graydon
knew the pouch had been given him by Mrs. Thompson, and Mrs
Graydon said, ° We won’t argue about it; she’s one of the best,”
and he replied, ¢ There 1s none better >’ That was introduced as
chowing that they were talking ahout Mrs. Thompson. ¢ After that
I was naturally thinking of Mrs Thompson, I was thinlging sh.e waR
unhappy ; 1 wished I could help her.”” (Continues reading evidence
of Bywaters, page b4.)

Now, genilemen, that is his case and that is the whole of the
evidence with regard to it Nobody questions that he inflicted those
wounds, and now I think with regard to him you will have quite a
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simple task to arrive al your decision Iuwst of all, 1l 1s the law
that 1f you intentionally kill—intentionally—you are guilty of
murder, bui 1if you kill a peison in legitimate seli-defence, thai is
what 18 called ‘‘ justibable homiaide ** It 1s said by the prosecution
that this story, that Thompson attempted to shoot Bywalers, is
quite untrue. As a maiter of fact, the policeman Geal said there
was no weapon or pistol of any kind on the husband when lus hody
was brought in  All of them say—all of the witnesses who were
called—that, excepi for the stabs and the cuts there were no signs
of a struggle on Mr. Thompson’s clothing. IL 15 said on behalf of
the prosecution, this story of the 1eason fo1 their meeting and of the
threat of the pistol is just a iale ke other tales thai aie put up by
prisoners 1n any crime The prosccution say 1t is a story which ne
reasonable jury would think of helitving; il s coutradicted by the
facts of the wounds themselves; it never appears at all till he 18 put
n the witness-hox, and it 1s siuch a story that you are entitled to
reject entirely If you think that 1s the truth you are cntitled lo
acquit hum altogether 1le says that Thompson hit lum and, if you
believe that Thompson made an unprovoked attack upon him, :nd
he only inflicted these stabs 1n self-dcfence, you will acquit him alto-
gether. If you thmnk it is a fabrication froin heginning to end you
will reject it. I will not sy anything more about 1t

There is something which 1equires a little consideration 1 am
telling you the law, you may take it from me. 1 am not speaking
of facts, that s for you to decule and not for me i is the law,
that if a man, although intentionally, in the heai of blood kills
gomebody when he has had provocation, then the jury may, if
they think thai this provecation was the only thing that started the
murderous impulse, reduce 1t {0 manslaughter. A man may llog
you with & whip and, if you happen to have a pistol, and you iake
it out and shoot him, the jury may say the provocation was made;
you never intended to shoot him But thai is a malter which you
have to regard with great consideration  First of all, it is incon-
ceivable that it would be any provocation for a man 1o say, “‘ I will
not allow you to run away with my wife.””  Provocation means
blows or violeuce. But, then, in the middle of this story, ho says,
he hil me on the chest and then he put his hand hehind:
he provoked me.”” I have deali with the question of
self-defence, bul was there a blow at all? Is tihere any
injury to this man or io his clothing? 1is own story is, I
wanted to fight him, T waited for him ’—he has got a knife, as wo
know, in his pocket—‘ I waited for him and he would not fight ’*;
and then, in his second statemeni, where he says he looked upon
him as a snake—*‘ The reason why 1 fought with Thompson was
because he never acted like a man to his wife. IHe always seemed
several degrees lower than a snake. I loved her and I could noi,
go on seeing her leading that life.”” Now, genilemen, what is said
by the prosecution is that there never was any provocation ﬂ all.
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{t 18 said that the truc story is that he came at him from behind,
whether he waited for lum ot whether he caught him
up from behind. As regards Mis Thompson’s story, you
are entitled to {ake that 1nlo consideration; it does not
help him very much And there 18 one other thing that
I also wish to mention to you as regards him Mrs Thompson
says she was pushed asmde and fainted and became senseless. I am
going to deal with thai when I deal with her, but she says when
she did recover she saw a scuffle going on, which is equally consistent
with a man who was defending himself—I mean if the story 1s true
at all She does not say mn the least thal there was any conversa-
tron.  Here, again, m facl, her evidence that she was pushed
violently aside does not look like what Bywaters said, that he went
up there to have an amicable discussion with him about divorce
It is very odd, if they were to have an amicable discussion, ihat he
pushed the lady so violently as 1o knock her head against the wall
and 1ender her, according 1o her view, seuseless There 1s, 1
think, only one other person who can throw any light on the
matter and he is & man who was called, and he lived alt a house
somewhere opposite, and it was five minuies before he came out,
and he heard Mis. Thompson in a piteous tone say, ¢ Oh, don’t,
oh, don’t > We will deal with that when we come 1o Mis Thomp-
son’s case. Il seems to me, one cannot help saymg, rather to
contiadict the story. Mis Thompson was rather coniradicling 1he
story that she did not see what was going on. But, if you believe
1it, and if Mrs Thompson was looking on, it does not help the
prisoner, and you may think it 1ather poinls to her seeing the
murder Thal 18 the story for the prosecution, but it 18 entirely
for you; and that 1s the whole of the evidence.

Now, may I just add this- 1f vou think that he really did this
because he quite innocently had the knife and never thought of
doing anything uniil he got there, or he did il hecause of this siory
which appears in the wilness-box, he thought he was gomg to bhe
shot and he did it in reasonable self-protection and he inflicted
these stabs—af vou think that then you will acquit him altogether
You will consider tlus matler very carcfully if you think it was an
intentional murder If you think there 18 any foundalion whatever
for ihe story that there was an assauli and provoeation, that is, a
blow struck by the husband not 1n self-defence of himself, and that,
there was provocation 1n that way, you might find a verdict of man-
slaughter, but if you think that s a mere defence put up in order
to escapoe retiibution for what he had done and dismies that story,
then vou will find him guilty of murder

T have only one other maiter to say {o you with regard {o this
and, of course, it is my duty to say so at some time, and T will say
it now. Of course, you know this iz a man of good character.
Sometimes cvidence of this sort is put up—I am saying il quite
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frankly—because it is said ‘‘ here is a young man; we are sorry for
him; let us do something for him.”’ Gentlemen, you know per-
fectly well, if you find him guilty of murder, what sentence 1 must
pronounce, I never keep it back from the jury. You know as well as
I do that the prerogative of mercy, which is in other hands, does not
vest with me nor with you, and even if you really think him a young
and honest person, and that he lost his head altogether, if you think
that he was inflamed by sexual impulses and that the real truth of
the matter is that he went out with the knife, put it in his pocket
in order to kill this man—went out and did kill this man and struck
him from behind, as said by the prosecution, without any provocation
whatever—if you are satisfied of it, then, however unpleasant your
duty is, you must give effect to it. That is the only way I can
help you with regard to him, and, after the adjournment, I will
deal with the case of the female prisoner.

Adjourned for a short time (Bailiffs being sworn).

Mr. Justice Sararman—=Gentlemen, I now turn to the case of
Mrs. Thompson, a case which I have no doubt you will carefully
and conscientiously consider, heing desirous of doing real justice.
Of course, if you should find that this was not a murder at all,
there iy an end of the matter. If there never was any intention by
the man to do it or if he never premeditated it, in the sense that
he only did it because he was proveked by a blow—if you believe
the story that he was struck by a blow and that so excited him
that he did something that he had no thought of doing before and
did not come there to do in fact, it is a manslaughter, not murder,
and there is an end of the matter, because the lady cannot be con-
victed of doing something which was done under provocation and
never designed. If you think it is a murder, then comes the question,
is this lady a party to it?

Now, I am going to ask you to consider only one question in
your deliberations, and that is, was it an arvanged thing between the
woman and the man? I quite accept the law of the learned Solicitor-
General that if you hire an assassin and say, “ Here is money,’” and
there is a bargain between them that the assassin shall go out and
murder the man when he can, the person who hires the assassin is
guilty of the murder—it is plain common sense. I also accept the
proposition that if a woman says to a man, ‘I want this man
murdered ; you promise me to do it,”” and he then promises her (she
believing that he is going to keep his promise as soon as he gets an
opportunity) and goes out and murders some one, then she also is
guilty of murder. She is just as much guilty of murder if she sets
Toose an assassin as if she fires an arrow at a distance which pierces
somebody’s heart. But I do not think that is quite the case you
‘have got to consider here. At half-past five she leaves him, telling
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him where she is gomg, and that she is coming back with her husband
in the evening. If you ihink i1t was no surprise to her when she saw
him that evening, and if you ilunk that when she saw him there
that cvening he came there under her dircction, under her informa-
tion that she would be there about that time, and that he was waiting
lhere for their arnval under her direction and mformation that she
had given him as io where she would be about that time—f you
think she knew peifectly well as soon as she sel eyes on him he was
there to murder, she 13 guilty of the murder loo, hecause he was
doing it under her direction with the hand that she was guding
If you think he had that kmife in his pocket imntending to murder—
of course, ihis quesiion only arses if you thunk he had that kmifw
in his pocket intending {0 murder that man that evening—and if you
think she knew that he had it, I think 1L necessanly follows she
would know thal he was going {o do il thai eveming Thati iz what
I submit to you. Therefore, 1 think the only case I am going to ask
you to consider 1s this, was she a party alicady to ile murder 1n that
gense, that she was aiding and abelting it? The words are pretty
plam. ‘¢ Aiding and abetling >’ means giving a help to the
murderer, if 1t actually took place.

And here it 1s that what I may call the necessary absence of
evidence makes these letiors of so much imporiance Of course, you
will understand that 1f two people agree to murder anybody, they do
not make that agreemenl. when anybody 1s histening  If they agree
to murder, the crime will not take place if there is anybody looking
on, and therefore il follows that wheun it 18 committed—if you think
1t has been committed—there should be no witnesses present It
necessarily further follows that in every case of such a description
you have to infer from what ig called circumstaniial evidence, and
you cannot have anylhing else It rarely happens by accideni—except
by a fortunate accident in the course of justico—that a murder 1s
commitied when anybody is there io sec 1, and you have to gather
from the evidence—and the shori case for the prosecution is this—it
really is a shor{ case: that for monihs these people had bheen corres-
ponding, and for months this lady—we are only consmdering her caso
—had been writing 1o this man, inciting him {0 murder. I will deal
with the letters, and deal with her cxplanation later on Tt was sug-
gested that she was always writing {0 him, and when he came back,
the moment he camo back, there were these frequent clandesiine meet-
ings—I am not going 1o remind you of whai T said about ithese meet-
ings being clandestine meetings, it 18 for you {o judge, but T have
given you a view which you may or may not accept, but I repeat, and
must repeat in regard to her explanation, that she had been frequently
talking 10 him about separation or divorece If you think these
letters are genuine, they mean that she is involved in a coniinual
practice of deceit; concealing the fact of her connection with
Bywaters, and not reiterating it with requesis for her husband {o
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let her go  That is for you, and not for me. I must also repedit
what I say about the surrounding circumstances Probably you will
think that it is the fact that if she ran away with Bywaters she
thought she might lose her position, and, having lost her position,
there was nothing to live upon. The only question 1s, was that whai
they were talking about in these letters? It is clear that if
Providence should have removed the husband by a heart attack then
they could have marnied and they could have kept their positions, and
the way was clear The prosecution say that ihat was of enormous
weight and one of the things that they were from time io time
discussing, and 1t is saad that they discussed it backwards and
forwaids in their Jeilers. I am just going io refer you to some of
those letiers in which they discussed it. If you think that it 1s
certain that they discussed it when he came back, and talked of
what they would do in the future, it 1s said those leiters not only
throw a light upon the molive of the man and upon the motive of
the woman, but ihey also throw a light upon the intention of their
actions on the particular day, and particularly the intention of her
actions

Now, let us twrn to the leiters Again, I am sure you will noi
think that T am taking any side in this maiter; if you think I am
taking any side in ihis maiter, as I said, you know as well as I do
you can disagree wilh me without giving offence to me or anybody
else; it is entirely a matiter for you 1 am anxzious notl to iake a
gide, but if you think any of my opimons jump oui. i anything that
I say, you will be perfectly at hberty to disregard them, hecause it
18 for you to decide 1t, because you are much betier judges than I
am. I do not want you to think, if I go into portions of the letiers,
that I am agking you to disregard the explanation of the letters. You
will consider them very carefully. You will not consider that I am
giving all the arguments on one side or the other.

I am going to read you certain extracls from (he letters. All
his letters—the letters from him—only breathe this insensate silly
affection ; they do nol scem to help us very much that way. We
are not now considering his case, bui all these letters are writien by
her, and thercfore they are evidence against her. It is said by the
prosecution that from beginning to end of ihese letiers she is
seriously conmdering and inciling the man Lo assist her io poison
her husband, and 1f she did that, and if you find thai within o week
or two afier he came hack the poiwsoning is consmdered no longer
possible, he has no longer studied or hay not studied bichloride of
mercury, but has read ‘ Bella Donna >’ without seeing how ‘“ Bella
Donna ’’ can be of any use to him, they would naturally {urn to
some other means of effecting their object, and it is said 1o you they
naturally would, when you find them meetling day after day, parling
at half-past five, meeting the hushand at six, and she telling him
where they were going, and he imincdiately, as soon as he gets am
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opportunity, if you believe he waited for them coming back, and
knew they were there—gentlemen, you may say here are ircum-
stances following the long-studied incitement for him to help her
to poison. He walks with he: to the station and parts with her
half an hour before she meets her hushand, and she then goes off
with her husband. He clearly was waiting for the 11 30 train to
Ilford—that is not disputed. He is there looking for them, knowing
when they are coming The evidence, so far as it goes as to what
was sald at the house, 1s thal they were out at the theatre, and no
more. He knew what irain they were coming down by, although
it is probably the natural tram for anybody going to the theatre
and retuining to Ilford, and 1t is suggesied when you find ihat 1s
followed by a meeting within five or six hours of theiwr parting, and
the man, if you believe 1t, assassinaled—tihen you are entilled to
assume thai, she sped him on his errand, that when she saw him at
auy rate she knew he was coming and knew what he was after; that
she, as soon as it was done—it 18 said by the prosecution—sieadily
told lies and concealed the whole of the facis. It 18 on that you are
asked to draw the conclusion that she was a party to the act of
Bywaters in Ikilling her husband at that fime and place. You will
not draw it unless you are satisfied, and 1f you are salisfied you will
draw it; and there is the whole maiter

Now, let us look at the letlers I am sure you know them and
you recollect the whole of them In exhibit 62 you find this,
¢ Yesterday I met a woman who had lost three husbands in eleven
yoars, and not through the war; two were drowned and one com-
mitied suicide and some people I know cannot lose one. How
unfair everyihing is.”” And then she breaks off. In exhibit 27—
I am not going to comment, I am only going io call your attention
to the facts; ‘‘ I had the wrong porridge to-day but I don’t suppose
it will matter, I don’t seem to care much either way. You’ll pro-
bably say I am careless and I admit I am, but I don’{ care, do you.
1 gave way this week to him *’ Of course, you know these letters,
as was quite properly pointed out, are full of the oulpourings of a
silly but, al the samo iime, wicked affection There are all soris
of things in the letters other than alluding to poison and many
other things which I am notl going to refer io, but mostly cases of
affection and love—or other maiters that I have already commented
on which I bheliove to bo maiters of that description. In the same
letter (exhibil 27) there is: ‘ You know darlint I am heginning
to think I have gone wrong in ithe way I manage ihis affair. 1
think perhaps it would have been betier had T acquicseed in every-
thing he said and did or wanted to do. At leasit 1t would have
disarmed any suspicion he might have and that would have been
better if we have to use drastic measures da:lint—undersiand?
Anyway €o much for him. T’Il talk about some one else.”” Is
that talking about divorce or is lhal talking about drastic measures
~—measures for removing him?
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Then i1n exhibit 15 theie is this incident about his taking too
much of some medicine. ‘¢ Some one he knows in town (not the
man I previously told you about) had given him a preseription for
& draught for insomma and he’d had 1t made up and taken it and
1t made him ill. He ceriainly looked ill and his eyes were glassy
I’ve hunted for the said prescriplion everywhere and can’t fnd 1t
and asked him what he had done with 1t and he said the chemist
kept 15”7  Of couse, 1t 1s suggested she wanted to get hold of the
prescription  ‘‘ I told Avis about the incident only I told her *’
(look at these words)—‘¢ as if 1t fiightened and worried me ’—
not thai it had frightened her, but she pretended 1t to convey that,
and you will have to consider 1n & good many of these things whether
she was genumne or acting  ““ I told Avis about ihe incident, only
I told her as if 1t frightened and worried me as I thought perhapy
it mght be useful at some future time that I had told somebody.’”
It 15 said she is alveady preparing for witnesses in case there should
be a murder case; that 1s what is saidd Then ‘It would be so
easy darlint—if I had things—I do hope I shall How about
cigarettes?”’ Then the nexi 1s an exiract: ‘“ Death from hyoscine
powsoning, but how it was administered there is no sufficient evidence
to show.”” Then therc 1s another exiract: ‘“ Ground glass in box ”
—I only allude to 1t because somebody else alluded to it.

Exhibit 16— However for that glorious state of existence I
suppose we must wail for another three or four months. Darhnt, 1
am glad you succeeded, oh so glad I can’t explam, when your note
came I didn’t know how to work at all—all I kept thinking of was
your success—and my ullimate success I hope I suppose it isn’t
possible for you to send it to me—not at all possible > Now, it 1s
suggested he had writlen o her, you know—at any rate she under-
stood he had written to her saymg, ‘I have got sometlung that
would poison him or make him 1ll.”’ I suppose it 18 impossible
for you' to send it to me.””  She in her answer, you will recollect,
says: ‘‘Ile was to send someihing to make him ill, and I
never intended to do it, although I said that to him.”’? He said
in his answer it meant ‘ letters.’”” Then she continues: ‘‘ Darlingest
boy, this thing that I am going to do for both of us will it ever—
at all, make any difference belween us, darlint, do you undersiand
what I mean. Will you ever think any the less of me,~—mnoi now, I
know darlint—but later on—perhaps some years hence—do you
think you will feel any different—Dbecause of this thing that T shall
do.”” The meaning of thai iz for you to judge; you will fully
understand it is not for e {o toll you what the letiers mean; you
are the judges of that, not I; there is no law about it whatever. 1t
is said the meaning of that is, ‘ If I poison him is il going to make
any difference to you afterwards ’’; that is what is suggested is the
plain meaning of tho words.

Exhibit 20— Why do you say to me ‘ncver run away, face
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things and argue and beat everybody ’ Do I ever run away? Have
I ever run away? and do you think I should be likely to now? That’s
twice this trip, something you have said has hurt.  You will have 1o
kiss all that hurt away—'cos 1t does really hurt—it’s not sham
darlint I’'m not going to talk to you any more—I can’t and I
don’i think I have shirked have I? except darlint to ask you agamn
to think out all the plans and methods for me and wait and wait
so anxiously now—for the time when we’ll be with each other—
even tho’ it’s only once—for ¢ one lLittle howr,’—our kind of hour,
not the song kind  And just to tell you Peid: loves you always.”
Then she is referring to a lot of books you will see in the list: ‘‘ I
think the ‘ red har ’ one is true mn parts—jyou tell me which parts
darlint. The Kemplon cutting may be interesting if il is to be the
same method.””  Then, ““ Will you be ready with every little detail
when I see you—because you kuow more about this thing than I,
and I am relymng on you for all plans and imstiructions—only just
the act I am not. . . . Why not go to 231 darlint, I think
you ought to go as usual, 1t would be suspicious later if you stopped
away without a reason known to them, and there 1s not a reason is
there? You have not fallen out with Bill have you? What about
Dr. Wallis’s case,—you said 1t was interesting but you did not discuss
it with me Darhnt, about making money—yes we musi somehow,
and what does 1t matter how,—when we have accomplished that one
thing—we are going o live entirely for ourselves and not study any
one excepl ourselves.’’

Exhibit 50—°‘ This time really will be the last you will go
away—like things are, won’t it? We said 1t before darling I know
and we failed—but there will be no failure this next time darlint,
there mustn’t be—I’m {elling you—wherever it 1—if it’s to sea—
I’'m coming too, and if 1t’s to nowhere—I’m also coming darlint
You'll never leave me behind again, never, unless things are
different.”’ Now, it is said that the meaning of that is, ‘“ If we
get married you can go on your voyage and leave me behind, but if
he is still alive 1 am coming away with you.”

Exhibit 17— Don’t keep this piece ’—that is at the top—
‘¢ About the marconigram,—do you mean one saying Yes or No,
because I shan’t send it darlint I'm mot gomng fo try any more
until you come back.”” What does that mean? ‘‘I made up my
mind about this last Thursday. He was telling his mother &ec.,
the circumstances of my ‘ Sunday morning escapade ’ and he puts
great stress on the fact of the tea tasting bitter, ‘as if some-
thing had been put in it ’ he says. Now I think whatever else I
try it in again will still tasie bitter—he will recognise it and be
more suspicious still and if the quaniity is still not successful it
will injure any chance I may have of trying when you come home.”
The date of that letter, if you look at it again, iy April, Bywaters
says: ‘‘ At some time in March I gave her *’ something which he says
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was qunine, and she says she does not know what it was. It is
suggested the plamn meaning of that is she tried that and failed. He
says whatever 1t was it was only quinine but she does not know
what 1t was.

Exhibit 18— I used the light bulb three times, but the third
time he found a plece—so I have given 1t up—until you come home.”’
Of course, you know her explanation is that this was morely—
I don’t know what word to call it—swank—to show whai a heroic
person she was; that she was prepared to do all sorts of things
which she was not in fact doing, and his explanation was always to
exculpate her, and to say she was a melodramatic being. You will
give what weight you think io 1t Whether she gave all she said
she did, or whether she only gave some of what she said she did, or
gave nothing at all—his explanation was to cxculpate her. Her
explanation as given by the Solicitor-General this morning is that,
‘“ e did send things which I was to give to my husband to mske
him ill, but I did not do 1t ’’; in other words she said, ‘‘ Ile was
expecting me 10; I was not mnciting im.”’ Gentlemen, in this case
we are only judging her, her case. I am saying you may diregard
her or you may think 1t true, but, of course, you will bear in mind
that i that she is exculpating herself and saying the man 15 the
wicked person: ‘‘ He sent me these things, and I did noi pay any
attention to him When I wrole io himn he thought I was irying
to poison my husband,”” because to give him something when he has
a bad heart 18 to poison him, and she says, ‘“ I kept 1t up and never
undeceived him >’

Exhibit 19—*“ I don’t think we are failures in other things,
and we mustn’s be in this  We musin’t give up as we saxd. No,
we shall have to wait if wo fail again  Darlint, Fate cannoi always
turn against us and if il is we musi fight il—you and I are strong
now, we must be stronger. We must learn to be patieni. We
must have each other darlint. It’s meant {0 be, T know I feel it
is because I love you such a lot—such a love was not meant to
be in vain. It will come right I know one day, if not by our
efforls some other way. Weo'll wail c¢h darling, and yow'll try
and get some moncy and then we can go away and not worry
about anybody or aunything. You saidl il was enough for an
elephant,” and he admits you know he did say either in letiers or
by words that 30 grains of quinine were enough for an elephant—
why an elephant should wani 30 grainsg of quinme I do not know,
or whether his explanation is {rue, or whai she was writing that
she had not succeeded— perhaps it was, but you don’t allow for
the taste making only a small quantity io be taken. Ii sounded
like a reproach; was it meant {0 be.”” Then furither on, ‘1 was
buoyed up with the hope of the ¢ light bulb’ and I used a lol—big
pieces too—not powdered—and it has no effect—I quite expected to
be able to send that cable—but no—nothing has happened from it.”’
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Now, what is the cable? She says the cable was a cable slating
she was going 1o get a divorce. It 18 nol for me to say anything
to you, but it is suggested thai the cable was his death. ‘‘ And
now your letter tells me about the bitter taste agamn. Oh darlint,
I do feel so down and unhappy ’> Then she says, ** Wouldn’t the
stuff make small pills coated together with soap and dipped
in liquorice powder—like Beecham’s. Tiy while you're away.” It
is said that 1s asking him there to produce some poison with which
they could powson this man without being discovered. ‘‘ Our boy
had to have his thumb operaled on because he had a piece of glass in
it that’s what made me try that method again—but I suppose as you
say he is not normal I know I feel I shall never got him to take
a sufficient quaniity of anything bitler > Then she says: ‘“ No I
haven’l forgotten the key I 1old you before > Then further on—
““ You tell me not to leave finger marks on the box—do you know
T did not think of the box but I did thunk of the glass or cup
whalever was used.”” She says it is true he did wrile to her and
ask her not to put finger marks on Lhe hox. Why finger marks?
It 1s suggested by the proseculion that if this man is poisoned,
and there is a tral, finger marks would display on the box who has
handled the poison  ““ Do experiment with the mlls while you are
away ’’

Exhibit 22—°‘ It must be remembered that digitalin is a cumu-
lative poison, and that the samo dose harmless if taken once, yet
frequently repeated, becomes deadly > 1 should nol thmk you
should bother much about what 1s 1n the book called ‘‘ Bella
Donna > The only point about 1t is, 1l 18 the case of a woman—
nobody suggested she was like this woman, or the man was
ke this man. It is the case, admiiied on oath by herself, that
there is at the end of the book somchbody poisoning her husband,
or lrymg to poison her husband. ‘‘It must be remembered that
digitalin is a cumulative poison, and that the dose harmless if
taken once, yet frequently repeated, becomes deadly ’  And there
is this remarkable slatemeni—‘‘ The above passage I have just
come across in a book I am reading, °Bella Donna,’ by Robert
Hichens  Is 1t any use? . . . T’d like you to read °Bella
Donna’ first, you will learn something from it {o help us; then
you can read ithe ‘ Fruiiful Vine.’ > No doubt the letter about
the “ Fruitful Vine’ was something similar; they write chiefly
about so-called heroes and heroines, probably wicked people, which
no doubt accountis for a great many of these tragedies.

Exhibit 26—‘¢ Why aren’t you sending me somelhing—1 wanted
you io—you never do what I ask you darlint—you still have your
own way always—If I don’t mind ihe risk why should you?”
After the rest comes this—‘ Have you studied bichloride of
mercury? > In answer to my question we were told it is what is
called a corrosive sublimate, a poison with which those who unfortu-
nately have to come to these Courts have to deal with.

150



Charge to the Jury.
Mr Justice Shearman

Then we come to this last letter at the end of September,
exhibit 60. It 1s quite obvious that that bit refers to a meeting,
and, of course, quite properly, the Solicilor-General asked a question
which was fully answered, and much poini was made of it. It is no
point in the case now—'‘ Do not forget what we talked of m ihe
Tea Room; I will still risk and try if you will,”” and it is said it is
poison or 1t 15 the dagger ‘* We have got many things to cousider;
shall we run away if we can get tlie money, or shall we try poison?
We will talk it over ”’

I think there 1s one other letter which I might 1efer you {o,
exhibit 64, although the date we do not know. ‘I know what
you say 1s really true, but darlint it does feel sometimes that we
are drifting  Don’t you ever feel like that—and 1t hurts so—ever so
much. Yes, we are both going to fight until we win—datlint, fight
hard, in real earnesi—you airc going to help me first and then 1T am
going to help you and when you have done your share and I have
dome mine we shall have given to each other what we both ¢ desire
most in this world ’ ourselves, 1sn’t this 1ght, but darhnt don’t
fail in your share of the bargan because I am helpless without your
help—you undersiand.” That is certainly earlier in the year, some
time before this took place, but there it is

I should be wanting in my duly uf I did not plaiuly explam 1o
you that the meaning of these letlers is entirely for you, and yon
have to ask yourselves, do they form a very sirong case; and is she
asking him clemly for his assslance to remove and murder her
husband by the administration of poison? With regard to some of
the statements, if they arc accurate, they show that she adnnnistered
it, but the important part of il is that they were plotiting
and planning, and you have heard her explanation, that
ghe did it because it was {0 please him, to show how devoted she
was Lo him. His slory was: ‘I thought she advised me to do it,
suggested I should do it, but I ihought it was all vapour—melo-
drama ”’  You bear 1n mind the force of those explanations; but
it is a strong case for your consideration that on each of thoso
voyages while he was away they are discussing the removal of her
husband by poison, and it is said again, and I do noi like to repeat
mysoclf, that that throws hght, not only on the motive of what he
did, but it throws light on their intentions and their aclions in
what happened

The rest is short. You will consider, in saying whether you ave
satisfied, what was donc before; they met frequently They met,
a8 you know, and ouly parted at aboui half-past five that afternoon,
and at half-past iwelve ihat night Thompson iy lying dead, and
killed by the dagger of somehody. You have seen the weapon; I
call it a dagger; it is a weapon that has {o he seized with the
fist—it is a stabbing weapon—jyou have scen it, and you have
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got it. Where is it done? Is it by accident that he comes up to
her?  All we know about that is that they were talking about a
dance, and she was next to the wall I am not dealing with his
case; I have done with 1t. It certainly 1s 1o a lonely road which
is obviously the direct way home, but 1l 15 in a road with no houses
on one side except the house of one of the witnesses to whom I am
gowng to call attention, and the back of other houses, and you have
the circumsiances of the killing which I mentioned to you when I
was dealing with the other case. That is all we know It is sug-
gested by the prosecution that the moment she saw him there she
expected him, and they ask you to be satisfied, they ask you to
believe, that she saw it done What evidence is there of that!?
She denies it OF course, there is no other evidence

There is one other very curious piece of evidence o which 1
want to call your attention, and that 15 the evidence of Mr. Webber
He says he heard a noise, and these are his words; he heard those
words— ¢ Oh, don’t, oh, don’t *’ in piteous tones. You know he is
some way off ; I am not saying 1t is irue; it 1s for you to say whether
it is accurate, or whether it 18 imaginary, or whether he has made
a mistake; but there is the evidence The voice was Mrs
Thompson’s. ‘‘ It was three or five minutes before I came out, and
then I heard the doctor ask had he been ill >’ Now, of course, again
it 18 for you to say, if you believe that, what the words mean, ‘“ Oh,
don’t, oh, don’t,”’ in piteous iones, and 1t is made use of by her
counsel as showing that she objected to the murder and was saying
““ Don’t ” Well, o remark of force, but 1t is a double-edged weapon,
this evidence, if you think 1t is accurate, because if you think it
means that when she saw him being stabbed or saw one of the stabs,
she said ‘“ Don’t, don’t,”’ it means that she was looking on, and she
saw it all. The evidence 1s incompatlible with the story that she
was senseless and only recovered—you know her story, I need not
go into that matter again—if she was pushed aside and damaged by
a fall (and there is independent evidence she had a bruise). That
does not prove how the bruise was given, but her story is that she
knew nothing of it She saw some scuffling a little way down, and she
saw the back of the man runnmg away, knowing who he was. Of
course, if that is 80, it 18 impossible that she could be saying, ‘‘ Don’t,
don’t,’’ and she saw ihe blows struck. I think it 18 entirely for you—
I will not argue that Of course, you will bear in mind that, if you
think that is true, the fact thai she was saying, ‘‘ Don’t, don’t,”” at
the end of it, would nol protect her if she had summoned the man
there and was only hoirified when she saw the deed, and that he
had compassed it These are things that will appeal to you or
anybody else; you will weigh them. But if you believe them you are
in this difficulty, thai it makes you disbelieve at once the whole of
her evidence that she did not see il, and, indeed, if you think,
knowing what these wounds are like and what happened, it is almost
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incredible that she should not have seen what happened It is a
remarkable story for you to believe: that the sudden push against
the wall rendered her senseless and stupefied That is the story.

It is always relevant to see what is done before and after the
deed. It is said by the prosecution that it was arranged he should
run away, and she should go to the doctor It is said that their
letters are suggesting they were arranging how to avoid suspicion
when it was done, and the letters bear that out. Now were they;
do they bear that out?

I am going to read to you the evidence of the wilnesses, which
prove what Mrs. Thompson said after the act was done All the
witnesses say she was very agitated ; some of the witnesses say she
did not know what she was saying The witness Dors Pittard is
called, and she says this—‘‘1 saw the woman runming, and she
met me and said, ‘ Oh, my God, will you help me, my husband is
ill, he is bleeding ’° 1 asked when 1t happened, and she said, ‘I
cannot tell you, when I turned to speak to him blood was pourmg
out of his mouth > > Thal 1s the account of Doris Pittard. Noti a
word of anything more: ‘ He is ill.”” You have got to consider
whether this was genuine, or acling a pari of the prearranged
plan; whether il was out of control. All the witnesses agree thal
she was in a state of great agitation. Give whal weight you think
to that Percy Clevely says she said her husband had fallen down
In cross-examination of Doris Pittard she said Mrs Thompson was
running hard, she wanted help for her husband. Percy Clevely said
she said her husband had fallen down, and wanted help; he was ill;
‘T want to find a doctor.” ‘1 asked her how it had happened.
She said some thing brushed past and he fell down *’; not a word
about another man. She agked for help, and she ran on in front, and
she was agilated. John Webber says this; I have read part of it,
and I will read 1t again, because I want you to have the whole of it.
“1 heard these words, ‘Oh, don’t, don’{,” in piteous tones,”’
and then I asked the distance off—and ii was the corner house, the
next corner of the road. ¢ The voice was Mrs Thompson’s.’” Dr.
Maudsley says, ‘I asked the woman whether the man had been
ill, and she said no I said, ‘ He in dead * She said, ¢ Why didn’t
you come sooner and save him ’> I said, ¢ Ilas he been under any
medical man?’  She said, ¢ No, he often complained, but did not
have one.” ”’ He said he did not see ithe wounds—in other words,
if you think that she had seen the stabbing, she is leaving the doctor
in ignorance and under the impression that her husband was ill.

Those are the only four strangers who saw her. The rest are
police officers. The first is Walier Mew  TTe said, *“ I went with her
to her home. On the way she said, ¢ Will he come back?’ T
said, ‘ Yes.” She said, ¢ They will blame me for this.” ’ There is
no cross-examination aboul her statement. Then there is Police
Constable Waller Grimes. He said, ‘“ I asked her, ¢ Are you in the
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habit of carrying a knife? ’ She said, * No’ She said, ¢ I cannot
explain what happened ; I do not know ; I only know he dropped down
and sad, ¢ Oh '—I mean groaned or made an exclamation of pain.’ *’
Then the next person that same mght, you know, or soon afterwards,
is his brother, Richard Halliday Thompson He said, ‘‘ She was
very agitated. I knew he was dead. I saxd, ¢ What has happened?’
She said, ¢ He was walking along and he suddenly became queer and
said, ¢ Oo-er’’’—that 1s how they wiote it down ‘‘ She said he
complamned of pamns in s leg on ihe way to the station She smd
she went for a doctor, and the doctor said he died from heemorrhage.”’
I think that is the last. These are all the statements I think until we
come to the statements she makes io the police

Now, gentlemen, you will doubiless bear in mind this, that all
ithe witnesses say she 1s agitated; 1t 1s perfectly clear that she 1s
concealing the tiuth on her own showing, if she knew that the man
was there Everybody, the strangers, thought ihat he was ill, and
sho keeps them in that opinion—everybody she meets from the
time she starts {0 the doctor to the time she comes back. There 1s
a scries of deceplions as to the real facls of the case, if she knew
ihem. It 15 saxd by the prosecution you cannot call witnesses io
show what they did and whati they were planning beforehand; but
you can show from beginning io end that the woman 1s telling what
is not true. Ii 1s said on the otlher side she said that because sie wak
wanting to shield the man. You will give what weight you think to
1t; there it is  Was she really out of her mind, or had she sufficient
sense o know, whether agitaied or nol—I can well imagine that—
she was carefully concealing what had happened? I{ is not decisive,
but you are entitled o weigh that as a fact with all the other
circumsiances of the case.

Now we come io the siatements. The imporiant evidence is
that of Inspector Sellars, and this is the gist of his evidence. At
11 a m. the next morning he said he iold her who he was, and he
said, ‘I understand you were with your husband carly this morning
in Belgrave Road; I am salisfied that he was assaulted and stabbed
several {imes. She said, ¢ We were coming,” > &c. (reading state-
ment of Mrs Thompson, p 35). Thai is her statement. That is
at 11 a.m on the next day, and she is obviously concealing & great
deal of what she knew. She is taken through a room, and she sees
that thoy have arresied Bywaters, or, at anv rate, thal Bywaters is
in the police station As soon as she sees him al the window she
said, *‘ Oh, God! oh, God! what can T do? Why did he do it? I
did not want him to do1t.”” Now there, again, look at these state-
ments. I do not want to, and you must not, use that against
Bywaters; it has nothing to do with him. But again it is notice-
able that she is throwing the blame on him, ‘* Why did he do it?”’
and she is excusing herself =~ Then she makes certain statcments.
Now these slatements are reduced into writing; there are two of
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them. Before I come to them there 15 one other witness, Mrs.
Lester.  Mrs. Lester says that ihat morning the prisoner said to
her, ‘‘ They have taken him away fiom me If they would allow
me to go to him I could make him better *’—quite incomprehensible,
you know, and carrymmg oui the fact of the notion that she did not
know he was dead Do you think that she did not kuow he was
dead or what had happened? At any rate, you have that; that is
the stalement she made. Then the first statement, the iiisi long
statement they took from her ruus as follows:—(reads slatement).
Then she 13 obviously questioned; you know by tlus time
they had got some of these letters before them  Then she secs
Bywaters there, and she says what I have read to you—*‘' My God,
my God, what can I do! Why did he do it? I did no{ wani him,
to do it,”’ and then she makes anolher siatement. She says, ‘I
will tell you the truth *’; it does nol necessarily follow that shc
tells you the truth when she says she is going 1o tell you the truth,
and then she makes a second statemeut—‘‘ When we gol near lo
Endsleigh Gardens a man rushed oui from the gardens and knocked
me away from my husband. 1 was dazed for a moment When I
recovered I saw my husband scuffiimg with a man  The man I know
ag Freddie Bywaters was runnmng away He was wearing a blue
overcoat and a grey hat. 1 knew it was him, although I did not
see his face.”” Now, when they are hoth chaiged Bywaters says
he is not gwlly, and she says nothing.

Gentlemen, that is veally the whole of the case. I ask your
earnest consideration of it. I am not gomng 1o say another word o
you about the case of the man, ounly to repeat that if you find the
man guilty of murder, then you have got {0 consider, was this woman
an aclive party to it; did she direct him to go; did she know he was
coming ; and are you satisfied that she was implicated direetly in it?
Her story is that she knew nolhing about it; it was a surprise; m
fact, she was pushed aside, and she immediistely fainted. She did
not sec what was going on; when a man pushed her against the wall
she did not look up to sce what happened, sho swooned away, and
then at the end she sees Bywaters going away You Luow exaclly
what was done before the act; you know the fact of all the letters,
and you know what she did afler, and you know thai her evidence
is now that she knew nothing about it. In the lellers she was merely
saying she was poisoning her hushand in order to make an appearance
before Bywaters Her whole case is, she says she is quite innocent
of this matler, and that she is shocked at everything that has
happened, and had nothing to do with it. You will not convict her
unless you are satisfied thai she and he agreed ihat this man should
be murdered when he could be, and she knew he was going to do i,
and directed him lo do it, and by arrangement between them hoe was
doing it. If you are not salisfied of that you will acyuit her; if
you are satisfied of that il will be your duty io conviet Ler. Will
you please retire and consider your verdict. 55
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Is there anything you want, gentlemen ?

The Fomrmuan oF THE Jury—I think there 1s, my lord, the
prisoner’s overcoat you wished us io have as well as the knife.

Mr. JusTion SEEARMAN—TYes, you have the knife. In that bundle

you will find copies of the signed statements which they made.
(Bundle handed to jury )

Verdict.

[The jury retired at 3.32, bailiffs being sworn to take them in
charge, and returned 1mto Court at 5.43 ]

The CLErE oF THE CourT—Members of the jury, have you agreed
upon your verdict?

The ForeMAN oF THE JURY—We have.

The Crerx oF THE CourT—Do you find the prisoner, Frederick
Edward Francis Bywaters, gulty or not gully of the murder of
Percy Thompson$

The ForeMaN—Guilty, sir.

The Crerx or THE Courr—Do you find the prisoner, Edith Jessie
Thompson, gulty or not guilty of the murder of Percy Thompson?

The Formran—Guilty.

The CrErr oF THE CoURT—You say they are severally guilty,
and that 1s the verdict of you all Frederick Bywaters and Edith
Thompson, you severally stand convicted of murder; have you, or
either of you, anything to say why the Court should not give you
judgment of death according to law?

Prisoner Brwarers—I say the verdict of the jury is wrong.
Edith Thompson is not guilty I am no murderer, I am not ap
assassin.

Mr. Justior SEEARMAN—Is there any question of law, Sir Henry,
as to the sentence I have io pronounce?

Prisoner THoMPSON—I am not guilty.

Sir H. Cormis Benverr—No, my lord.

Sentence.

Mr. Jusmion SEmARMAN—DFrederick Edward Francis Bywaters,
the sentence of the Court upon you is that you be taken from this
place to a lawful prison, &ec.

Formal sentence of death was then passed on Frederick
Bywaters.
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Mr. Justion SEEARMAN—Edith Jessie Thompson, the sentenee of
the Court upon you 1s that you be taken from this place to a lawful
prison, &o.

Formal sentence of death was then passed on Edith
Thompson.

The Crerk or TEB Courr—Edith Jessie Thompson, have you any-
thing to say in stay of execution?

Prisoner TmomMpsoN—I am not guilty ; oh, God, I am not guilty!
The prisoners were then removed.

Mr. Jusmion SEEARMAN—QGentlemen, I thank you for your patient
attention to a long and difficult case.
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APPENDIX L

Letiers from Edith Thompson and Frederick Bywaters
pus i2 Evidence at the Trial.

INDEX TO £XHILITS.

Ex‘ubit Date Page
9 Suth %epw,ubex 1022, B . - . a3
10 No date, - . - - - 215
12 20th u"ust, 1021, - - - 162
1 Sul Janitaey, W42, - - - 168
1t 1st Decembier, 1021, - - - - 216
15 L0bh KFenmnaty, 1922, - - - - - 170
16 oth Felhuary, 1').2, . - - 171
15h Sth ey, 1922, - - - 172
15¢ 5th [«dmmy, lu., - - <17
15d Oth Febary, 16022, « - - - 17
1o 22nd Femuany, 1022, - B - 152
17 1RL Annl, 1922, . - . . 179
18 24Lh A1, 1092, . . . . . I8¢
19 15t Magy, 1922, . - 1y
2% 14th Maieh, 1922, - - - - - 17
200 10th Maieh, 1922, - - - R 111
2l 16th May, 1920, - - 1'9
ola 15Lh Moy, 1029, . - . - M
83 180h May, 1993, . . . - T
224 10th May, 1922, - - - 15
2.2h 6th May, 1922, - - . 15
2% 2ad M.w, 1022, - - - - 198
24 13th June, 1922, . - 199
i 20th June, 1922, - . 02
24 4th J ul y, u.'z - - 206
27 No d 166
28 19th ht.ptcmber, 02_’, - ;‘E;g

80 No date, - - .
81 No date, - - -
47and 18 22nd %upbemher, 10.3
49 Tt.h August, 1022, -

R IE]

50 No date, . - = 118
51 No date, - - . . - « 195
2 14th .Tuly, 1922, - . . - .Y
53 14th June, 1922, - 8 . . 200
bt 12th Septembet, 192 . - - 209
6b No date, - - - . 9212
5ha, 20th Heptoml or, 10"2, . - - 213
58and 59  25th September, 1022, 3 - . . - 213
60 No date, - - B - 24
02 No date, . - . - - 162
63 28Lh Amvusb 1922. - B . . 208
64 No date, - . - 216
1] 6th Jmlo. 9"’3 " - . 108
o7 7th Juna, 102.., . . - - 108
-] 9th June, 1922, o . . « 1098
09 26th June, 1622, - . -« 205

Exhilnt 49,
August, 11th, 1921,
Darlingest,—Will you please iake these letters back now?! I have
nowhere to kecp them, except a small cash box, 1 have just bought and I
want that for my own letéers only and I feel scared to death mn case anybody
else should read them  All the wishes 1 can possibly send for the very
best of luck to-day, From Prio.

M 161



Bywaters and Thompson.

Exhibit 12
Envelope—M1 F Bywaters, 11 Westow Street, Upper Norwood.
[Postmark—TIlford, 815, 20 Aug, 21)

Come and see me Monday lunch time, please darlint Ho sus}};ects
EIDI

Exhibit 62
Envelope—Pour Vous

Darlmt,—Its Friday today—that loose end sort of day (without you)
preceding the mevitable week end [ dont know what to do—to just stop
thinking, thinkmg very very sad thoughts darlint, they will come, I iry to
stifle them, but 1ls no use

Last might I lay awake all might—thinking of you and of everything
connected with you and me

Darlint I think you got into Marseilles last might did you? anyway 1
felt you did—perhaps you got my first letter, the other one you will get
today

All T could think aboui last might was that compact we made Shall
we have to carry it thro’? dont let us darlint Id like to hive and be happy
—not for a little while, but for all the while you still love me Death
seemed horrible last might—when you think about 1t darlint, 1t does seem a
horrible thing to die, when you have never heen happy ically happy for
one little minute

I'll be fechng awfully miserable tonight darlint, I know you will he too,
because you've only been gone one week oui of 8 and even after 7 more
have gone—I cant look forward can you? Will you ever be able to teach
me to swin and play tennis and everything else we thought of, on the sands
in Cornwall? you remember that wonderful holiday we were going to
have in 22, and that httle flal m Chelsea that you were comimg home to
every time and that ¢ Tumble down nook * you were gomng tu buy for me, one
day. They all seem myths ncw

Last night I booked seats for the Hippodrome—the show was good—not
a variety, bul a sort of pleirot entertamnment and 2 men opened the show
with singing *‘ Foather your nest ”’ I wished we could just you and I—but we
will yes, somehow we must 1 enjoyed the show immensely—you under-
stand me don't you darhint. I was dancing the hours, 1 was forgetting, but
by myself in bed I was remembering

Altho 1ts Friday Im not gomng anywhere, I havn’t been asked Darlint

Yesterday I met a woman who had lost 3 husbands in cleven years
and not thro the war, 2 were drownea and one commitied suicide and some
people I know cant lose one  How unfair everything 8. Bess and Reg
are coming to dmner Sunday.

Today is the Derby Cup and I bave some money on ‘ Froni Line’ 1
dont, suppose it will win, Im never lucky not in anything darlint, except in
knowing you.

I dont think IIl be able io buy that watch for you by Xmas, darlini,
Id like to ever so much, but as things are, Im afraid I cant afford to,
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but the will and the wish to give 18 there and I know youll hike that just
as well

A man on the stage said this last might ¢‘ Marriage 1s the inchaation
of a crazy man to board a lazy woman, for the rest of his natural hfe’’
Rather cutting I think, but there 1t came from a man

Au revorr darhnt, until Monday, I'll write some more then and hope
I'll be able to talk with you as well.

Altho’ I said Au revorr until Monday Darlint 1ts only Saturday now
We are opening Sats always now. I don’t hike 1t a bit because Im think
ing of that Sat aboui the 14th when you will be home but perhaps I'll
manage io get that one off  He’s grumbling femfully about 1t—* No
home comfort whatever, you'll have to stop at home,’ no other man’s wife
wants to gad the town every day’ They all find enough interest m thewr
home * Its his Saty off today

When I looked at you to suy ‘‘ good morning ’’ an irresistable feeling
overcame me, to put my fingers thro your hair and I couldnt I love doing
that darlmt, 1t feels so lovely—you don’t mind do you? most men donb
Iike it, mn fact they hate 1it, usually, but I know youre different from most
men. When I got to 231 last might only Avis was in. DMother and Dad had
gone to Highbury to see Grandma, I believe she 1s sinking fast Awvis said at
the class Mel mentioned he had seen me “ with a friend of yours * he said to
Awis, but when Avis was telling me this she said * I asked him who it was
and he wouldn’t tell me ** She didnt actually ask me to tell her, so of course
I didnt mention you, but she knows I am sure.

On the Friday you left, Mel rang me twice and both times I was out, he
hasnt rung agamn

Yesterday I lunched opposite a Major and his iypist Id love you to
have been there The conversation consisted of ¢ How extraordwnary,”’
“ really ”’ and giggles She did manage to say—iather loudly too “I do
wish I'd come mto my money soon, Im tared of beng poor.” I'm sure
they would Lave amused you, it reminded me of what you said Molly’s
stock of conversation conswsted of.

People tell me I have got fatter in the face this last fortnight, darlint
do you put on flesh when your heart 18 aching, I suppose you must if I am
fatier because my heart aches such a lot When I lay awake at nights
and think, the small ray of hope seems so frail, so futile, that I can haidly
make myself keep 1t ahve Iis 12 noon now and I am gomng io gei ready
to go—mno not home, bui to 4L to get dinner ready, first and then do shop-
pmng and clewn the bedroom and dust the other room and do God knows
how many moie jJobs, but [ suppose they will all help to pays the time
away If I could only go to sleep tought and wake up lomorrow and find
1 was the 7122  But I cant I know nothing ever comnes right in this
world, not right as we want 1l to be. Tts an awful sorl of state to get
anto, this morbid feeling and I hope I shant give 1t to you, darlint when
youre reading this DPerhaps I ought not to write at all when I feel like

this, perhaps I'll feel better on Monday, anyway 1'll pui this away until
then

I've had a funny sort of week end darlint T want to tell you all
about it and I dont know how. I am staying in this lunch time, especially
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to write to you  First of all on Bat. al lea, we had words over getling a
maid  He wants one, but wont have Ethel ¢ because my people wont hke
1’ he said I was fearfully stiung up and feeling very morbid so you may
guess this didnt improve tlungs. Howover al mght m bed the subject—
or the object the usual one came up and I resisled, becavse I didat want
him to touch me for a month from Nov 3rd do you undeistand me darlini?
He asked me why 1 wasnt happy now—what causcd the unhappimess and I
said I didnt feel unhappy—just indifferent, and he said I used to feel happy
once  Well, I suppose I did, T suppose even I would have called 1t happi-
neus, because I was content io let things just jog along, and not ihink, but
that was before 1 knew what real happiness could be like, before I loved
you darlmt  Of course I did not tell him that but I did tell him I didnt
love him and he scemed astounded He wanis me Lo forgive and forget
anything he has said or done m the past and slart fresh and iry and be
happy again and want just hun He wants me to try as well and so that
when another year has passed meaning the year that ends on January
15/1922, we shall be just as happy and contented as we were on that day
7 years ago These are hus words I am quoting I told him I didnt love
hinn but that I would do my share to iry and make him happy and coa-
tonted. It was an casy way oul of a lot of things io promise this darlmt
I hope you can understaud I was fecling awful—I could have so easily
died and I still feel awful today, how 1 wish you weie here,—l think only
you can make me hope on a Ltile longer I got 2 lellers 1n separate
envelopes and 2 lelters m 1 long envelope—today durlint, but I didnt like
the E on the long onvclope, even o curb other people’s curiosity dont put
that aguin durhint It was lovely to be able to talk to you. I didnt feel
any huppier after domng so, bui darlmt you and 1 wont over fecl rcally
happy untill we have each other do you tlunk?

The first page of your [uwst letler amrred me 1mmensely I can 1maeine the
bugler—also the condition of the other boys

I think I did tell you darlint I had 1 letter from Tilbury on Friday
night and 1 long envclope from Tilbury Sat mornng and 1 leiter from
Dover Monday morning.

Darlint I dont like you to say and think those hard things about
yoursell and I certainly dont hke that senience of yours ‘I've run away
and left you’ Dont please think them or about them Truly darhni, I
dont, I know whatever you say—ihat its Fate—its no more your fault than
1t 18 mine that things aro still as they are, in fact perhaps I really know,
deep down in my heart, that it 1s more mine, but I try to slifle those
thoughts, I only keep ihem locked up in my heart and I say to myself
¢ Ho wont oven let 1t be my Fault this next tmme’ Am I right darhnt?
its the only thought ihat makes me want to Lve on Darlint, you say do I
romember? that Monday Oct 31 I'll never never forget it, 1 f_e]t-—oh I
dont know how, jusi that I didnt really know what I wus dong, it seemed
go grand o seo you again, S0 grand 1o just fcel you h‘old my shoulders,
while you kissed me, so grand to hear you say just 3 ordinary commonplace
words ¢ How are you” Yes I did feel happy then )

I am glad you hiked * Maria >’ I thought 1t was lovely and yet I dx_dnt
expect you {o agrece with me about the ending I am glad you do darlint,
That’s just what I thonght it was a real live book, so saud tho’—I supposo
thats what made 1t real—L'll never forget how I felt when reading 1t a.nd’ I
oried—oh such a lot. Perhaps you do know how she felt darlini, I'm
not, sure, you know & man never feels hke a woman about anything, but
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perhaps you know a httle how she felt, because youre different yourself,
anyway I know and I could feel for her.

Darlint 3 years, 6 years, no I'm not going to imagine, Im just not
gomng to,—3 months from now 15 absolutely ithe longest I am even going
to try and magmme Im not gomng to look any farther forward and youre
not either yet.

I'm sorry you asked me aboui a photogiaph, really sorry, because I
never make & good one, darlint, not even a natural one, when I pose, and
I dont know that 1 will have one taken, even to please you—darlini you
said ‘‘ Yes,” I didnt and why did you answer your own question for me—
because you knew I would say ‘ No’ However I'll think about 1t You
know Im 1eally a coward Im afraid you wont like it—or perhaps see things
in 1t you wont ke Yov remember what you told me you thought of and
fe;lt aébout a photograph you had seal you on the ¢ Orvieto’ Thats why Im
afray

I will do as you say aboni when I want you, I'll even bruwse myself,
a8 you used and then take mysell to Comrt for crucliy to myself, eh darlint?

I’'ve thought aboui the hawr torluio and Im feeling quite piepared to
undergo 1t now 1 dont vouch for how I shall fecl when the time comes,
80 be prepared for a stand up fight—il’ll be 1ather fun

I did langh about the enclosed greeling card and Im sorry Im gomng
{0 have another one of them, even to show other people L dont think I lLike
it connected with you, but darlnt I kuow 1ils only the outside shell and 1ts
not the wish the 1eal wish I shall get for inyself—for only me to see

About books I have aleady sent oui and obtumed lhe ¢Trail of 98°
and am gomg lo start 1t pemhaps lomght—no not tomght [ think because
Avis just phoned me and asked io o and see (irandma as Im ibe only one
she hag not scen and she Lecps asking for me T suppose I ghall have to
go—altho I dont hke it much, I'd far rather remember her as I saw her
i the Summer They say she looks terrible now

I think the Guarded Flame 1s difficult to read and T dont know whether
you will like 1t—W B. Maxwell writes very strange books—some are very
gensual—but 1n a learned kind of way I cani cxzplain any botter than that.

Why dont you want your mother to ring me darlint? I should like to
know about that scal on my lctiers daclint? break 1t if you want to, if you
dont—well doat, but I am sorry you dont remember things I ask you about,
things I want you to talk to me about  Youll have to cultivaie a better
memory for some future date darlint, I shani be so lenient then, I shant
wmind a bii darlint about the typed cnvelope, as long as 1ils not addressed
as the one I received today was. Yes, I think I do feel a bi no not
cross—but what shall I ¢all il—disappointed about the lady and the mail
bag  For a starb L dont like the expression about the cofice and milk
comiug from you io me—from you to anyoune eclse—perhaps yes and after
all 18 she any worse for being a malive—perhaps she 18 and perhaps she
is not—anyway I dont know and I dont think you do and then you say  If
1t had been one of the male sex’® Why ‘1t ’ darlmt, I thought you were
begiiming {0 think just a lttle more of us than you used

Thank you for giving me something at some future date, when both
you and I are ready.

I'm glad you told me you wouldn’t worry about me darlini, Yes of
course I will tell you everything, when the time comes, but you woni worry
about 1t, will you darhnt, whatever it is, because I dont and wout.
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In that last note of yours you sad ¢ you had been pushed to blazes for
the last 3 hours’ Do you know Darlnni I can just hear you saymng that,
yes hear you really—its so like you

Yes, darlhini, I shall say 1t and I mean 1t—you’ve not to feel hke 1t,
I wont have it, (I've stamped my foot here) so jJust forget and obey

Pript

Exhnbit 27
[Cory ]
Envelope—Unaddressed

Have told you before I put 10/- eh way on ‘ Welsh Woman ’ for the
M’chester Cup, just because you hked 1t I expect you know the result
The favourite won and 1t (the favourite) was the only horse I really fancied,
but as 1t was only 5 to 2 starting price, I didn’t think 1t was worth the
risk and then the dashed thing won.

Darlint, 1ts a good job you are winning some money at cards, for T
can’t win any at horses.

I have won 14/9 on one race since you have been gone, I’ve forgoiien
which one 1t was.

I've enclosed you several cutiings, please read them darlint, and tell
me what you think of them The one I’ve marked with a cross I think
very irue indeed, but I'd like to know what you think about it.

The part about a man to lean on’ is especially irue Durlint, 1L was
that about you that first made me thimk of you, in the way I do now.
I feel always that were I mn any dufficulty, I could roly and lean on you
I hke 1o feel that I havo you to lean on, of comse I dont want to really
but 1ts nice to know I can, 1f I want to Do you understand? Noto the
part, ‘always thmk of her first, always be paiient and kind, always help
her in every way he can, he will have gone a long way to making her love
him’

Such things as wiping up, getling pmns for me ete, all counted, darlint.
Do you remember {he pin incident, on Aug 1, darlint and the subsequent
remark from him ‘ You like to have someonc always tacked on to you to
run all your little errands and obey all your little requests° That was 1t,
darlint, that counted, obeying Little requests—such as getting a pin, 1t was
a novelty—he’d never done that. .

‘It 18 the man who has no right, who generally comforis the woman
who has wrongs’ This 18 also 11ght darlint 1snt 167 as things are, but
darlint, 1ts not always gomg 1o be 1s it? You will have the right soon
wont you? Say Yes.

The ¢ husband and dance partners’ article also amused me, erpecially as
things are I thmnk I told you aboul him wanling to learn

Last Tuesday when Avis came acioss he asked her to teach him and
she is coming across next Tuesday to give hum his first lesson He wanted
me to teach him, but I said I hadni the patience, my days of dragging
round beginners were over. Of course tlus conversativn led to us discussing
dancing rather a lot and we talked aboul the nonstop We were lalking
of going as a set with our own partners and Avis detailed them all uniil she
came to me and hesitatod so I filled in the gap by saying ¢ Bill,’ I felt
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like telling him who 1t really was and perhaps had Avis not been there I
should have done. but I didnt want to endure any more scenes especially
i front of her You will find the photos with this letter, I havent looked at
them and I hope they are so 1otten you'll send them all back Is it horrd
of me to feel ke this? I suppose 1t 1s, but darlint I want bucking up
today Ive made a bruise on each side of my left wrist, with my nght
thumb and finger, but 1t doesnt do any good, 1t doesnt feel like you.

We went to Stamford Hill to dinner on Sunday and had a very good
time, and were given an invitation to dinner on January Tth to Highbury
We accepted but all the time I was wishing and hoping (probably aganst
hope) that circumstances would not allow me to go, do you understand ? but
I suppose I shall go

The last 2 Fridays I have been to the Waldorf and on the firsi occasion
it was very foggy—all the tramns were late, so had a taxi right to the
avenue and got to Mother’s at 10 20. He wasnt coming for me so I didnt
matter much—but I expect they wonder what I do I have promsed to go
to the ‘ Cafe Marguerite ’ to dinner tomight Can you guess with whom?
God knows why I said Id go, I dont want to a bit especially with hum,
but 1t will help to pass some time away, 1t goes slowly enough in all con-
science—I dont seem to care who spends the money, as long as it helps
me to dance through the hours I had the wiong Pormdge today, but I
donil suppose 1t will matter, I dont scem to care much either way You'll
probably say I'm careless and I admit I am, but I dont care—do you? I
gave way thus week (to him I meun,) its the first time since you have been
gone. Why do I tell you this? I dont really know myself, I didni when
you were away before, but 1t seems different this time, then I was looking
forward—but now well I can only go from day to day and week to week
untll Jan T7th—then thoughts and all things stop How have you got on
with ¢ The Guarded Flame ’ I expect by now you have 1t interesting—. I
have persevered with ‘ Fehix ’ and have nearly fimshed 1t Its weird—
horrible and filthy—yet I am very interested You'll have to read 1t after
I have finished I beheve 1f I read this letter through before I scaled it
you’d not recerve 1t darhint, I feel that Id tear 1t up, 1t doesn’t seem o me
that Ive been talkmg to you at all—just writing to you, but I feel like
that today, and I know 1ts rotlen because you get this letter for Xmas
and 1t wont be a very nice present will 1t darlini, but its the best I cun do.
Perhaps I'll leave this letier open and sce how I feel by Wednesday, the
last day for posting 1t

Darlint, Monday—I recd greetings from you and a note ‘I cant write
to you’ and Ive been expecling to talk to you for a long time I wanted to
I wanted you {o cheer me up—I feel awful—but I know darlint if you cant
well you cant—that’s all to be said about 1t, but I always feel I cant talk
to you when I start, but 1 just say io myself he’s here with me, looking
at me and listening to what I am saymng and 1t seems to help darlint,
couldnt you try and do this, I feel awfully sad and lonely and thmk how
much you would be cheering me up but perhaps youw’ll think I'm selfish
about 1t all and I suppose I am, but remember when you are thinking badly
or hardly of me your letters are the only thing I bhave in the world and
darlint, I havnt even all those

We had—was it a row—anyway a very heated argument again last
night (Sunday). It staried through the usual source, I res:.sted—e;z‘;l he
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wanted to know why smce you went m August I was different—° had I
transferred my affections from him to you’ Darlint its a great tempiation
to say ‘Yes’ but I did not He said we were cunuing, the pair of us
and lots of other things that I forget, also that I told les about not knowing
you were coming on that Sat. He said ¢ Has he wiilten to you smce he
has been away,” and when I said ‘ No’ he said ¢ That’s another e’ Of
course he cant know for coertain, but he surmises you do and Im afrmd
he’ll ring up and ask them to stop anything that comes for me so I must
get Jum on my side You know darlini I am begimnming to think I have
gone wrong 1 the way I manage this aftair I thimk perhaps 1t wonld have
been better had I acquiesced 1 everytlnng he samid and did or wanted to do
At least 1t would have disarmed any suspicion ho rmght have and that would
have been better 1f we have Lo use drastic measures darlint—understand?
Anyway so much for him Il talk about somecne c¢lie, Have you guessed
with whom I went to the Cafe Marguente? If nol you will by the follow-
mg ‘ Isnt your sister jealous of you’

Me—My -aster—why should she be?

He—1It seems to me you tee mo.0 of her fiancé than she does herseli.

Me—Hows thalt and what do you know about 1t snyway

He—Well I saw you gomng down Ilford 1l the other evening and he
was holding your arm—did you go to a dance together.

Me—Oh shut up and talk about something else

But darlint he wouldn’t he kept on coming bock to you and I'd gone
there to forget and imstead of forgeltmg 1 wus remembering all the {ime,

I went to lunch with Mr Bunage ioday. At the next table 2 guis
were discussmg Flemangs  Oh a Jolly fine place I think Cood food, a nice
band, and plenty Lo drink  The other one——Yes I like the place very much
but my boy wouldnt be seen mside 1t It rennnded me of you with a glass
of bass was it? and Avis with a glass of waler

Gnodbye for now darlint, I'll try and be more cheerful when I write io
Margeilles. You say ¢ Dont worry *—just dance—If I only -uould.‘P

KIDT,

Exlilat 13.
Envelope—Mr F. Bywaters, P,O R M.8. * Morea,” Plymouth
[Postmark—London, 3 Jan 22.]

Darlint, I've felt the beastliesi most selfish lilile wrotch that is alive.
Here have I been slating you all this irip for not talking to me and I get
all those letlers from Marseilles darlini, I love them and don’t iake any
notice of me, I know I am selfish—and you ought to know by now, I told
you haven’t I? heaps of times Now whai, have I got to talk to you about,
heaps of things I heheve—but the most important thing is, that I love
you and am feeling so happy that you are coming back to England, even
tho perhaps T am not gong to see you—you know hest about that darlint,
and I am gomng to leave everything to you—only I would like to help you,
can’t I Of course he knows you are due m on the 7th and will be very
suspiclous of me from then, so I suppose I won’t be ablo to see you—will
I? You know darlint, don’t have the slightest worrying thoughts about
letters as ““ to be careful I’ve been cruel ”’ to myself I mean.
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Immediately I have received a second letter, I have destroyed the first
and when I got the third I destroyed the second and so on, mow the only
one I have 1s the ‘‘ Dear Edie” one written to 41, which I am going 1:0
keep It may be useful, who knows? By the way I had a New Year’s
card, addressed 1o me only from ‘* Osborne House, Shankhn.

About the 15th darlint, which will be the 14th us that 1s the Sat: I am
going—as far as I know, I have to book the seals this week

Darhnt, I've surrendered to hum unconditionally mow—do you under-
sland me? I thmnk 1t the best way to disarm any suspicion, mn fact he has
several limes asked me 1f I am happy now and I’ve said “ Yes qute " but
you know thai’s not the truth, dont you

About the photos darhnt, I have not seen them, so I don’t understand
about “ waiting for you * please destioy all you don’t want and when you
come o England, show me what I look like, will you yes, I was gla.q you
promised for me, darlint, as I most certanly should have refused myself and
I should have haled myselt for refusing all the time Darhni, I never
want to refuse you snything, 1/s lovely for me to feel like that aboul you,
I think by this you can understand how mmnch I love you

The French phrase darlnti, 1f I can 1emember rightly was *‘ I cant wait
80 long, I want tune to 5o faster ™

You used mron and I used my heel and its :such a long {ime ago, or
seems 50, since I asked a question, Lo which your ““ 1 cid that * 1s the answer,
that, T have forgotten what my question was. Yes, darhnt I did wonder
about you and the * Cule '’ and was nmsing all to myself quite an aggrieved
feeling agamst you for not telling me, hut your lelter oxplained. I feel
glad you didn’t transfer, daclinl Ive goi mo specisl reason tor feeling
glad—but I am About tho forlune teller—yon have never mentioned
*¢ March  before darlint, you've said * Early m the New Yeur,” are you
gradually shding up the year io keep my spwits np? darhint, [ hope not
I'd sooner be sad for ever and hnow the truth, than have that cxpectant
fecling of buoyancy fur a myth

Darlmt 1il do and say efl and everything yon iell me to, ahout friend,
only remember not {0 do anything thal will leave me belund by myrelf,

Ahout the Stewardess, Im glad you went to the cabin with lier, what
is it I feel and think about you? I have someone to lean on—if I need
anyone, and she had oo darlint, had’nt she? someone to lean ou and help
her, even agamst her own mchnations

I know I amn right? Darlmt, I didnt thmk it far about the fight altho
most people are disgusied with boxing (wowmen 1 mean) I always tried to
look upon 1t as something strong and bLig and when you told me about
that I thought If amatcurs even do thal sort of Lhmg, then professivnals
must and I fell disappointed,

Thanking you for those grectings darhnt, boi you wonb always he
‘“ The man with no right ”’ will you—tell me you wonl—shout at me—innke
me hear and beheve darlint, about that *“ Do you’ I heheve I lelt about
the worst I have ever folt when that happened 1 think when I noticed what
I had done 1 had a conscience prick and felt “ T dont eare what happens
and I dont suppose he does really * hut you would care wouldnt you darlint?
tell me yos, 1f I 1eally thought you wonldnt darhnt I shouldni want to die,
I just want to go mad

*T have no explanation (o offer of this seutrnce - Kd.
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Why have you never told me what you thought of your own photos
darlint, you are a bad bad correspondent really darlint I absolutely iefuse
to talk to you at all next trip, 1f you dont mend your ways Darlnt, are
you frightened at this—just laugh at me

I think you misunderstand me when you think I thought you were cross
with me for going out No, darlint, I didnt think you were cross for that,
but cross because something happened or might have happened to me, that
would happen to any girl who took the risks I take sometimes

Yes, I enjoyed John Chilcote ever so much, I admue the force mn the
man that made him tackle such a position against such odds

The man Lacosta 1n the ¢ Trail of 98, I didni give a thoughti to, he
was so vile I didni think of him at all, and Id 1ather not now darlint

I am reading a bovk that I think you will hke darhint “ The Common
Law” by R W Chambers We wore at 231 for the coming of the New
Year darlint—I wondered 1f you were wondering the same as I What
will the Now Year give to two halves—to you and I Last night 231 all
came over 1o me and did not go untal gone 1 and then I had the clearing up
to do and consequently am feeling a bit twed today

If I only had you here o put my head on your shoulder and just sleep
and dream and forget Darlt come io me soon, I want you so badly—
more «nd more.

Your cable has just come 1n, thank you dailint and I think you mught
get 10 Plymouth earher than expected, so am wishing this off.

Goodbye and good luck darlmnt from

Pript
I feel quile big, being a member of the Morea darlint

Exhibit 15
Envelope—Mr. F. Bywaters, P & O R M 8. “ Moren,” Aden
[Postmark—London, 10th Feb 22, 230 p m.]

Darlint——You must do something ilns ttme——I'm nol really im-
pationt——but opportumtics come and go by——Lhey have to——because I'm
helpless and I think and think and think——perhaps——it will never come
agun,

I want Lo tell you about this On Wednesday we had words——in bed
~——0h you know darlint——over that same old subject and he said~——it was
all through you I'd altered.

I told him 1f he ever agamn blamed you to me for any difference there
might be m me, I'd leave the house that minuie and this 1s not an idle
threat.

He sad lots of other things and 1 bt my lip——s0 that I shouldn’t
answer— oeventually went to sleep About 2 am. he woke me up and
asked for water as he fell ill I got 1t for him and asked him what the
matler was and this is whal he told me——whether 1ty the trath I dont
know or whether he did it to fmghien me, anyway 1t didnt Ile said—
somerne he knows in town (not the man I previously iold you ahout) had
given him a preseription for a dranght for insomnia and he’d had 1t made
up and taken 1t and i made him 1ll. He certainly looked ill and his eyes
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were glassy. I've hunted for the said prescription everywhere and cand
find it and asked him what he had done with 1t and he said the chemust
kept 1t

T told Avis about the mncident only I told her as if it frightened and
worried me as I thought perhaps it might be useful at some future time
that I had told somebody

What do you think, darhnt His sister Maggie came 1n last might
and he told her, so now there are two witnesses, altho’ I wish Ae hadn't
told her——but left me to do 1t

It would be so easy darlint—f I had things—1I do hope I shall

How about cigarettes?

Have enclosed cuttings of Dr Wallis’s case It mught prove interesting
darlint, I want to have you only I love you so much try and help me Prx

Exhibit 15a.
Extract from Dawly Shketch, 9th February, 1922, page 2, column 1.

‘With headnote .—

‘“ Cmate’s Household of Three

““ Mystery of his Death still unsolved.

“Wife and Doctor

‘¢ Woman asked to leave the Court during man’s evidence.”

¢ Death from hyoscine poisonmg, but how 1, was admimsiered there
is not sufficient evidence to show.”

This was the verdict last might at an inquest at Lingfield after remurk-
able evidence and searching cross-examination

The three principal figures m the case are—

The Rev Hoiace George Bolding (39), curate of Lingfield (Surrey) Parish
Church, found dead on his bed in his dressing-gown on January 4 Described
by parishioners as ‘“ Happy, jovial, one of the best of good fellows, and a
regular sport ’’

Mrs DBolding, about 35, the widow, who was in London with the only
child, a boy, at the time of her husband’s death.

Dr. Preston Wallis, a ship’s surgeon, who, scparated from his wife,
had stayed some time with the Boldings, und who was called to the bedroom
and found the curaie dead

teOn page 15, columu 3, the report is concluded with the following head-
note :—

“ Helping the Doctor.

“ Why Curate’s wife often went about in his Chair

‘ Praclice that dwndled *’
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Exhibit 15b.
Extract from Daily Sketch, 8th February, 1922, page 2, column 1
With headnote—

‘‘ Poisoned Curate
‘ Rerumed Inquesi to-day following Analyst’s Investigation

Then follows a short paragraph referring to the mquest on Mr Bolding
to be held on the 8Lh February, and referred to in Exhibit 15a.

Exlbit, 15¢
Extract from Sunday Pictorial, 5th February, 1922, page 2. column 1.

With headnote—

‘““ Poison Chocolates for Umversity Chief

“ Deadly Powder posted to Oxford Chancellor
“ Ground Glass 1n Box

¢“ Scotland Yard called m to probe ¢ Sorious Outrage’”

Then follows a paragraph dealing with chocolates sent anonymously to
Dr. Farnell, the Vice-Chancellor of Oxford Universily, which wore examimed
by an analyst, resulting in the discovery that some of the swects had been
bored underneath and filled with giound plass and what is behieved Lo be
an msidious formn of Indian poison

Exlubit 16d
Extract from T'he Daiy Mirror, 6th February, 1922, page 3, column 4.

‘With headnote—

¢ University Mystery of Poisoned Sweels
“ Oxford Vice-Chancellor on Deadly Chft
¢ Postnark Clue

“ Powder contamnmg Indian Drug mn Police hands.”
g

Here follow somo details which refer to the same malter as 18 reported
on Exhibit 1Be.

Exhibit 16
Eavelope—Mr. F Bywaters, I' & O R.MS. ¢ Morea,” Port Swd.
|Postmark—London, February 22, 1922, 5 p.m.]

Daxlint, I've beeu beastly 11l agan this week—only with a cold tho, but
it was o pretty rotten one, pains all over me I caught 1t from him, I asked
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him when he had his if he would sleep in the httle room and he said * No,
you never catch my colds, I always catch yours' so we remamned as we
were and I caught 1t badly

Darlimb 11 a hundred years you'd never guess what happened on Sunday
~TI'll tell you, but you mustn’t laugh I was given my breakfast m bed, I
flhankh};e was fecling soriy about not sleeping alone when I asked hum, so

id ihat

Darhingest boy, 1t 1s four whole weeks today since you weni and there is
stall another four more to go—I wish 1 could go to sleep for all that time and
wake up just m time to dress and sit by the fire,—waiting for you o come
m on March 18, I doni think Id come to meel you darlnt 1t always seems
so ordinary and casual for mo {o see you after such a long time—in the
street, I shall always want you to come straight to our home and take me
i both your arms and hold me for hours—and you can’t do that in the
street or a station can you darlini I think Bill 1s leaving Bombay today I
wondor 1f you have played any matches and I wouder and want to know
g0 much who has won

Darlint, did anything happen i Bombay—or did any kind of con-
versation happen whatever referring to me at all. I felt terribly lonely all
this week, darlinl—a kind of “dont care, cant bother {o fight »’ sort of
a leeling.

Im just waiting for a gorgeous long letter fiom you when will 1t come,
I suppose not for a long tume yei, I do so want you to talk io me today, I
keep on loolung at you to wake you talk, but no words & not even thoughts
will come

I am looking now darlint, hard at you and I can hear you say * dont
worry Chere ”’ {o Padi.

Darhint, pleased, happy, hopelul and yet sorry—thats how I feel, can
you understand?  Sorry that Ive got to remain mactive for more than
another whole month, and I had thought by that time I should be seeing
you for just as long and every iune you wanted me However, for that
glorious stato of existence I supposo wo must wait for another three or four
months  Darhnt, 1 am glad you succceded Oh so glad I cant explain,
when your note came I dida’t know how to work at all—all I kept thinking
of was your success—and my ultimate success L hope.

I suppose it 1snt possible for you to send it to me—not at all possible,
I do so chafe at wasting time darlint  He bad a cold last week and didnt
go in, but came up to meet me aboul 5 Of course I didni know he was
coming and 1t was funny—our Monkey was on my desk—which must have
been and Im confident was noticed

Miss Prior told Lim we had not worked after 5 since last year and
he mentioned this to me—as much as to say ““ How do you account for
sayng you worked late some weeks ago ” I didnt offer any explanations.

On the eveming that I told you we had words—ubout you—he asked
me for your address which I gave hnn and which he wrote in his note
book, he also asked me what had happened to the Xmus greeting leiter
you sent and when I said I kept 1 he said ““ Why, you never do keep
letters from people ”” so 1 answered *‘1 kept it for bravado, 1 k'new youd
mss 1t and know I had kept 1t and one of these days nsk me for it.”

He also card “ Have you anything whatever belonging to him—any-
thing mind you ” (I knew he meant our moukey) ‘I have nothwg what-
ever belonging io him " I said—darlnt 11 wasn’t a lie was it, because the
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monkey belongs to #s doesn’t 1t and aot to you or to me, and if 1t was a
lie I dont care, I'd tell heaps and heaps and heaps io help you even tho
I know you don’t Like them

Darlint that reminds me you said m one of your letters ““ It was a lLe
and Peid1 I hate them,” abovt something I had or had not told you and
I forget which, but I am sure I told it to help us both

That hurt ever such a lot when I read 1t darlint, it hurts so much
that I couldn’t talk to you about it at the vime

Darlint, do you think I hike telling them, do you think I don’t hate 1t,
darlmt I do hate this hife I lead—hate the les hate everything and I tell
so many thals what hurts—t hits home so hard—if only I could make an
absolutely clean—fresh start—t would all be so different—Id be so different
too dailint and we’re gomng to starl a new fresh clean life together soon
darhint, arent we tell me we are, tell me you aie confident—positive we are,
I want tellng all the time—to make me hope on

Darlingest boy, this thing that I am going to do for both of us will
1t ever—al all, make any caifference between us, darlint, do you understand
what I mean  Will you ever think any the less of me—not now, I know
darlmt—bui later on—perhaps some years hence—do you ihink you will
feel any different—because of this thing that I shall do

Darlint—if I thought you would Id not do 1t, no not even so that we
could be happy for one day even one hour, Im not hesitating darlint—ihrough
fear of any consequences of the action, dont tlunk that but I'd sooner go
on in the old way for years and years and years and relain your love and
respect. I would lhike you to write to me darlnt and ialk to me about
this

Eshibit 20
Envelope—Mr. F. Bywalets, P & O RM 8. * Morea,” Plymouth
[Postmark—London, E.C., 14 Mar. 1922.]

Dor’t you think tlis s funny durbmt? Mr. Lestor, the old man, is
failing fast, and hardly knows anyone now

IHe doesn’t know me Awvis was over to iea tho other day, and was
toasting some Sally Luns 1n front of their fire, and he said to her—“ I don’t
know who the lndy of this house 1s, but she 1s a beautiful wonan, and sach
a good woman to her husband ” I don’t know whether I feel honoured or
otherwise

e 15 moving to new offices in Eastcheap next weeck, and hencetadzgard
will use Fenchurch Sireel Station More bad luck darlint, we neve:hs?é'h'A\
1o have any goud, do we? I’ve got 10/- cach way on a howse to-day, 1i’s
supposed to be a cert, but I don’t expect it will win, because I’ve hacked it.
Boforo 1 forget—can you let me know about what time you will arrve m
London on 18th We are gomng to a parly at Mrs Bimates on thai day,
and if you were in carly T might squeeze an hour to be with you.

On Sunday the 19th we and Avis are gomng to Stamford IL1) to dinner
~we shall arrive at L’pool St at 12,22 and catch the 1037 or 11.7 p.m
back from Liverpool 8t. at night Dmlingest boy, when you do get to
London—if T don’t seo you until you want 1o see me—yuu won'’t do as you
did before, will you? please, pour moi. We'll want all the spure money you
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have to ‘‘ celebrate ”’ at least I'm hoping we will. You’re not going to
do anything this time, without me are you? You can’t imagine how I'm
looking forward to the first time we—not, quarrel, but are cross with one
another—then °the making up.’

You are going to love me always aren’t you—even when you're cross

- with me, and when you are I’ll ruffle all your hair lots of times until you
have to melt—and smile at me—then you’ll take me in both your arms and
hold me so tight I can’t breathe, and kiss me all over until I have to say
““ Btop, stop at once.”

Why do you say to me ‘‘ Never run away, face things and argue and
beat everybody.” Do I ever run away? Have I ever run away? and do
you think I should be likely to now? That’s twice this trip, something
you have said has hurt. You will have to kiss all that hurt away—’cos 1t
does really hurt—it’s not sham darlint.

I'm not going to talk to you any more—I can’t and I don’t think I've
shirked have I? except darlint to ask you again to think out all the plans
and methods for me and wait and wait so amxiously now—ifor the time whén
we’ll be with each other—even tho’ it’s only once—for ¢ one little hour ’—
our kind of hour, not the song kind.

and Just to tell you
(Prmp1) Loves you always.

Since finishing my letter to you I have a confession to make.—

To-day I've been into the Holborn Restaurant—no don’t be cross dar-
lint, not to lunch—

I got off the 'Bus at Southampton Row to go and pay the piano account
and ran into Mr. Derry outside the Holborn Rest. Do you know whom I
mean? -The “ White Horse ’ man.

He wanted me very much to have lunch with him there, and I only got
out of doing so by saying I had mine. However I consented to go into the
buffet with him and had a guinness with a port in it, and two ports after-
wards—so with nothing to eat since 9 p.m. last night you may guess how I
felt when I got back here, oh I forgot to say I had a lb. of French almonds
as well—he knows from previous experience that I don’t like chocolates.
You're not cross are you darlint? No, you musn’t be, not with Peidi.

A note from you this morning darlint, it bucked me up ever so. I
can’t say for certain that I shall be at 168 any time after 5.30. It depends
on how busy we are. If you wire me ‘“ Yes ”’ I will go to Fenchurch Street
and wait until you come. If you wire “ No » I'll wait until I hear further
from you—perhaps you could ’phone me—Bill got home at 3 p.m.—perhaps
you will too—I’m impatient now—if only I could shut my eyes and then
open them, and find it was Friday night. .

I have sent off to you to-day two parcels—one small and %one large per
pels. post. Let me know if you receive them, I wasn’t expecting you to
get in early—or ¥ could have posted them a day before.

Oh darlint, even the looking forward hurts—does it you? every time I
think of Friday and onwards my inside keeps turning over and over—
all my nerves seems like wires continually quivering.
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The ‘ non-stop ’’ for Thursday 1s off Thank God or anybody Reg
has sone to Derbyshire and Avig’s partner 15 down with the ’fin, 1 am
glad—even so—at any rate I shan’t be tired io death when I sce you—all
‘Wednesday—all Thursday and all Fmday and thea—The Fates—our luck
will decide Pzror

Remember how I’ve been looking forward and when you remember—
you’ll be able to warl just a hitle longer, eh darhnt?

This 18 Frday and on Monday I’'m expecting a huge mail from you—
youw'll have hnd all my letters—and 1f you are mot able to izlk to mo
darhnt, at least yowll be able io answer all my questions—now just keep
up to scratch or I’ll be cross, no I won’t, I don’t think T could be somehow—
¢ cross *’ wouldn’{ be the right word—it would moie often be ‘‘ hurt ”

‘Whon we were at Mys Manning’s her sister asked lum to go over there
the following Sat. and whon she asked me I hesilated, so she said I've
already asked Peicy, and he said ““ Yes,” so of course I did I’ve meationed
this to him i front of all ai 231, and he didn’t question 1t, but a few days
later said ¢ he wasn’t going '’—he wouldn’t have me making arrangements to
go anywheie without first consulting lnm, and obtaming his consent The
next mormng I sent Bealty a card saymg it was impossible o keep our
promuse to see her on 8at In the afterncon I went home and had a general
clean up everywhere The sun was shinng mn the windows beaulifully—
it was a lypically English spiing day and I did so want to be in the park
with you darhini He didn’t come home till 5§30 pm darlint I do hope
you don’t nund me relating to you all these trivial hitle incidents that
happen I always feel I wanted to talk io you aboui them

Gordon was slaying in Ilford last week end, and was on my tiam
on Monday morming His greeling was ““ I never got that cigarette case
you promised me at Xmas’’ and my reply was ““ I did not have a new one
then, and haven’t still—but when I do you shall have the blue one ” I
have heard darlmt that the Stoll film Syndicate have secured the rights to
show ‘‘ Way down East >’ i Suburbia—so we may be able to see 1t together
afler all We’re going to Bessie’s to dinner this Sunday and then follows
Monday, when I shall hear from you, such a big budget I hope. I'll write
again after the week end darlint

Au Revowr
Paip1.

I saw Bill on Friday darhnt He looks very thin I think—in the face.
Bombay and you were nolt menlined at all—that horse I backed lost of
course. Will you tell me how many letlers you have got at Marseilles.
Weod. the last day for posting wos fearful here—gales and snow storms,
and I believe the next day no Channel boats ran al all I hope nothing
wont astray I wrote three lelters and one greeling, posted separately
Enclosed are some cuttings that may he mnteresting I think the “red
har * one 18 true i parts—you tell me which paris darlnt The Kempton
culting may be mtioresting if 1t’s to be the same method Altho’ 1t’s Monday
darlmt, the mail from Marseilles 18 mol yet m, I'm expecting 1t every
moment, I wish it would hurry up and come I will put this away now until
you have talked to me, and then I will be able to talk to you for another
long time.
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The mail came in 12 noon, and I thought I would be able to talk to you
after then—but I don’t think I can. Will you do all the thinking and
planning for me darlint—for this thing—be ready with every little detail
when I see you—because you know more about this thing than I, and I am
relying on you for all plans and instructions—only just the act I’'m not. I'm
wanting that man to lean on now darlint, and I shall lean hard—so be
prepared.

In this case I shan’t be able to rely wholly on myself, and I know you
won’t fail me. I can’t remember if I only sent one letter to Port Said, if it
was a very long one perhaps there only was one, but even if there wasn’t—
it doesn’t matter much, does it? There would be no identification marks in it
either for you or me, and the loss of one letter seems such a small thing
when you and I are looking forward to such big things darlint, this time?
Yes! About ¢ The Slave.” I didn’t know what to make of that girl—yes
I think she is possible—perhaps and apart from being happy with her body
—he was quite happy seeing her with those jewels. They were 2 similar
natures—what pleased him—pleased her—not English at all, either of them.
She stooped low—to get back that Emerald—but darlint wouldn’t all of us
stoop low to regain something we have loved and lost. I know hers was
without life, but that was because she had mever lived herself and she
didn’t live did she? not in the world as we know living—she just existed
in her casket of “ live things,” as she knew them. I don’t know if you will
understand this, it seems a bit of a rigmarole even to me. I asked you
in one of my letters it seems ages ago, whether I should send you a book
to Norwood, or keep it for you—you mnever told me. . When you read my
letters do you make a mental note of all the questions I ask jeu. I dou't
think you-do, because I seem to have asked you heaps and heaps of things
that you never mention. Darlingest boy, when you get my letters and have
read them are you satisfied? Do you feel that I come up to all your
expectations? Do I write enough? Just don’t forget to answer this and
also don’t forget I won’t, I won’t, I won’t les you bully me.

‘Why not go to 231 darlint, I think you ought to go as usual, it would be
suspicious later if you stopped away without a reason known to them and
there is not a reason is there? You haven’t fallen out with Bill have you?
What about Dr. Walis’s case . .. you said it was interesting but you
didn’t discuss it with me. Darlint, about making money—yes we must
somehow, and what does it matter how—when we have accomplished that
one thing—we are going to live entirely for ourselves and not study any
one except ourselves? Of course I'd not like to sacrifice any one that has
been or ever still is dear to me—but I’ve no other scruples darlint—except
actually Tobbing my own flesh and blood and perhaps one or two persons
that are even dearer to me than my own flesh and blood. Yes. It must be
done—we must get up high darlint not sink lower or even stop where we
are—I'd like to see you at the top—feel that I°d helped you there—perhaps
darlint in my heart right deep down I don’t want to stop in a hat shop
always—if things are different. If they were to remain as they are now—
yes I should—it takes me out of myself but when we are together—I’ll
never want to be taken out of myself because myself will be you as well
‘and we can’t ever be parted can we? If we have to be in person we shan’t
be in mind and thought.  About that flat—I'm afraid its going to be
difficult to get one. unfurnished—they all seem to be furnished—I’ve been
- looking for a long time now. Darlint could I get a furnished ome at ‘first:



Bywaters and Thompson.

unt1l you come home next time and look for an unfuimished one m the mcan-
tmme. I don’t want o fumimsh 1t all by mysell 1 want you to be with me,
everything we do must be together in future and you see darlint it would
have m it everything I Like and perhaps lots of things yun duw’t hle ‘hat
musn’t be—If I want somethung I like and you don’t then for that wne
thmg . . you musl have somethmnyg that you hle and I don’l  "Chis 1s
right, isn’t 10! It muost always be * give and take ” helwcen us, uo mis-
understandings about trivial thinge—darhint plain words perhaps hard ones
hut nevertheloss plam ones they’re always the easiest {o fight and then
wa’re pals agan——

[ Part of letter apparently missing here—conbmues j—not over the object
*¢ jewels > but over other ihimngs . take for instance Ambilion—ysocial
und otherwise Yes, I can mmagine her real—but Aubrey—I could shahe
him—no go—no mitiative of lus own—just standing and looking on ab othoxr
poople calmly taking what could have been his, away in froni of his eyes
—oh an ass—nothing more I agreo with you over Amean he could have
had her—with jowels—buil he didv’t read her quick enovugh when Lo did,
1t was too late I think Sir Reuben—you seem hard on him for huy spite
on Caryll—over s firsi wile—but I suppose its natural durlint—l suppose

all of us nght down deep would Like to hurt somevne when we have boen
hurt.

Exhibit 20a
Extract from The Deaily Marl, 10th March, 1922, page 7, columu 7

With headnote—
“ Girl’s Death Riddle.
*“Tales of London Night Lafe
‘ Beautiful Dancer Drugged.
* Vist to a Chinese Rostaurant ”

Then follows a report of the inquest held on the 9th of March in the
wourse of which Mr Oswald, the West London Coroner, addressing the
Jury on the opening of the mquest said, that i was suspected Miss Kempton
died {rom cocaine powoning, and he had been also told there was a suspicion
of cyanide of potassium

The inquiry was adjourned till 17th April for an cxamination of the
contents of the stomach to be made by Dr. Spilsbury

Exhibit 50.

Darlingest Boy, This will be the lasi letter to England—I do wish it
wasn’t, I wish you were never gommg away any more, never going io leave
me—I want you always to be with me

Darlini, about the doubt—no I've never really doubted—but I do like
to hear you reassure me . . . Ilike you to write it . . so that I can
seo 1t in black and while and I always want you to say, ‘‘ Please do beliove
darhat that I don’t really doubt . . . 1ts just a vain feeling I have
{0 hear you say things to me . nice things—things that you mean
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which most people don’t 1 wonder 1f youn uvndersland (he fechag
—perhaps you don’t—but I always say and think nd Leliwve nobody on this
earth 1s gincere . except dhe ono 1ian—ithe oou v Lo . TAe

Prnide of porsession 1s a mice feehng don’t yoa thuw’: durlint—when 1%
exisis betweon you aud me.

T seat you the books darlint, uil I fcll vwexe woutls vewhng . o . 1
hope you’ll think of mo when you're reading them and 1 hope you'll talk
me about them.

Alfter tonight I am gomgz to die nob really but pub on the
mask agan dawlint unill the 26th May—doen’t 1l seem yoors aud years
away? It does to e wnd I’ll hope and hope ol Cie tiae {uad Pl noser
have to wear the mask any more ofter tlus wmwe  Will gou hope anl wish
and wish too daibni pour moi

This tune really will bo the bt you will go awasy . . hke things are,
won't 1t?  We said 1t bhefore dailimg I know ¢nd we faded . bt thero
will be no fulure tlus next Lime daling, there it be o . T {elhas
you . . it thingy are the swme agam thou L gony with yeu
wherever it 18 . . 1f 1l to sen Tm comug too and U L to
nowhere—I'm alto commg darhnt You'll aever liave wme helund agam,
nover, unless things are dulferent

T've sealed up your envelopes and pui them avay I did not lwk ab
them —except ab a small whip of paper 1 found in one of the small poekets.
1 did road that —and then put it with the other---dil you know i wus
there darlnt—it was sboub a chase-- o paporchase 1 think and @ requat
not to be wakened carly.

Um begmumng to think £ vailicr silly to have ashed you fir them
becanse you do love me~-l know that— Do yon thinl T am mlly?

1 sleph on your letter last night dailint unopencd 1 had no chonee to
road it bubt got up 1t quarter 1o six this mormng to do s, Darhnt you
can’t magine what o pleasure it s for me {o read someliing that you liave
written. 1 can’t desevtho v Lawh mght dmhnd, | didn’t think of you
(Lecauss you once told me el 40) but I hope you were thinking of e,
Its much hwder 4o bear when you're 1 Hngland lhan when you're away,
This must be au revow now darlint mn the leh at all evenls not in the
spivib Eh!  We are never apart m thad

Hore’s Iuck to you m everythung oupeeinlly m (e thing eonecrning
two balves —one of whom 1

Prmi,

1 always do and wlways will love yon whatever haeppens,

Ixhibit 17

Eavelope - Mr, ¥. Bywaers, P & O RALS ¢ Morea,” Bombay,
[Postmark-~London, .., | Apl, 22, 230 pm.}

I behiove L insuafliciently stamped the firsb Marseille Tetter | ovent. 11
did dadlint I over so sorry. 1 hale doing anything like thal. You fnow
dont you.

L think Thursday was the worst day and night [ ever remember, Al
duy long T was thmkmg of the provious Thursday, and coutrastiog my
foelings, ona day with the other - tho feclings of intenie oneitement and
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those of deep depression, and then when night came it was worse—il was
awiul. I was fighting all night long to keep your thoughts with me darlini,
I felt all the time thal you were not with me—didnt want to be Jusl
had withdrawn yourself, and try as I would I couldn’t bring you back
Darlint, tell me what was happening on Thursday 1 eried and cried and
cried, until I eventually went to sleep, but 1 had heard the clock strike five
before I did so, and then Friday morning 1 saw your sister and she just gave
me one of those looks that are supposed to wither some people and then I
felt that the whole world was up against me and 1t wasn’t really much
good hving Still, that fit of depression 18 on me and I cant shake it off
Perhaps on Monday when the mail 1s mn I shall feel bucked up a bit; also
I got your complaint badly since Thursday—all my teeth ache and my head
and neck  Is yours better now darlmt? I hope 1t 18  Taly had a dream
the other day that the Birnages came to 168 to warn me that he was gong
{o murder me—as he had found out I had been away from home for a night
with a fair man (her expression).

She didni know any more than this as she woke up On Wednrsday
I met Harry Renton and he told me he was giving up his flat and gomng to
live at Woodford—did I know any one that wanted 1—

Darlint 1t is just the thing we wanted I do wish I had heeu able to
take il just three rooms unfurmished 35s. per week tncluding electric light,
m Moscow Court, Kensinglon. Iis a very nice one I practically chose it for
him myself two years ago  That boy’s fearfully ill really = The Doclor
has ordered him to live in the country else consumption through hs shoulder
wound, will take hold of him We went to lunch at ‘“ Manchester,”” but T
only had one hour darlint, and a wretched man sal pear me who abso-
lutely recked of scent  Ii was overpowermng T can understand a woman
using such a lot, but a man—oh! 1ts beastly To-day I'm going home to
entertam Dad He 18 coming to dinner and to help him with a job afier
and Mother and Avis are coming up to iea Darlini, this wniing is awiul
I know I hope you will uaderstand 1t I know you’ll undersiand me, and
how I'm feellmg  Ive goc to get thro that weekend agamn.

Au revorr until Monday darlint I wish you could say ‘I love you
cherie ™

Thank you 20 taimes darlint—the mail 13 m and I've got such a budget.
I wish we weren’t quite so busy—Its Easter week—and usually the busiesi
weok 1n all the year and 1t seems as if its going to live past its reputation
this year

Before 1 talk to you about your letiers darlint, I wani to say one or
two things that I forgot last week, When Avia came over on Wed. although
it was 11-30 before she went Ae insmsted on seeing her Lo the tram and
when I offered to come with him he was most emphatic in his “ No.” 1
expect he wanted to ask her about you—had she seen you? Did she know
1f I had ete? I didnt ask her anything about it and she volunteered no
wnformation  Algo, you remember her telling me you had a diamond ring
on—she added ““ on his engagement finger.” I said, Why, 18 he engaged?
and she said ‘‘ Probably. He was always knocking about with some girl
or other before he knew me, and now he doesn’t see me and he probably
does the same.”

I do laugh ai some of the things thal are said. A thought has just
struck me—may I ask you? Yes, of course I may. Darlint, has your
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head ‘‘ turned again to its proper place’’? I thought of the expression
‘“ she has absolutely turned your head,” and really dailnt I can’t possibly
imagine anyone * turning your head ' if you didn’t want il to be turned—
let alone me—therefore the only conclasion I have come to 1s that, if 1t 18
turned, you wanted me to turn 1t and only I can turn 1t back again. Do
you want 1t turned back again?

I saw Molly this morming—darhnt if you caw her you say at once—the
same as you did about the gml in the * Strand” Do you remember?
What 18 she domng to herseli? She looked awiull—her face and lips are
rouged terribly and thick black lines pencilled under her eyew—und her
face 1s fearfully thin fallen 1 under the cheek bunes TPerhaps its working
m the West end  She cerlamnly looks years older than her yems and I
shouldn’t say she was preity nmow—Oh darhiut 1 do think 1t is a shawue
don’t you?

Darlingest boy, I'm so sorcy you thomght T was silly—about those things
from Australia—darlint—although 1 know—lL feel I am—1 didn’t want you
to think so—but you do and I feel worse I feel small and peity and traly
darlint I did not want them from any fochngs of jealousy that 1 nught
entertain

I'm not jealous—ecertanly not of her—darlint--[ thonght perlaps you
wouldn’t give them to me—l thoug’t you might say No T wur’v give them
to you—but I will destroy them ” and when you dd give them to me |
loved you such a lot—mme and more and more every time I thousht about
it.

About that Thm:day —had there been anywhere to stop m IHford-- 1
should have said, * Take me there, / won’t go home” and you would have
sad, “Yes 1 will” bubt darlint before we had arrived ab the Hotel, I
should have thonght sboul thiags and so would you and I ean hear you say
just when we rvench the deor “ Pedi, youre going hone ”” pour mol st
this once darlint and 1 should have gono,

Darlint you're not and nover will bo salisfied with half and I don's
ever wanb Lo give hall -all every ounce of ma that lives to you.

You say you’re sorry for some tlungs that happesed. Yes! I suppose
T am in a way but darlmt, 1 feel I dou't do enough. [ want to show youn
how large my love 15 and when it 18 something you want and yon do wunt
it just at thet moment don’t you--1 want to give 1t you -I want to stifile
all my own feelings for you,

Darlingest boy you sad to me * Hay no Peidi, say No ™ on Thursday
didn't you—but «é that very moment you didu’t, wish me o sy “ No ™
did you? You felt you wanted alt me in exchange for all you. I knaw
this—{felt thw—and wouldn’t say “ No ' for tbat very xeason.

Half an hour afterwards or perhaps even ten minutes afterwards you'd
really have wanted me to say “ No ' hut not at that especiall moment.

Darlint I feel that I never want to withhold anything from you- il
you really want it and one of these days youre going to teach me to give all
and everything quite voluntarily -arent you? Please darlint,

Darlint I do know how much you do love me- how much I love you and
Tm pleased oo hocuuse 168 & lot for me and a lot for you. Tts such a lot it
hurts—terribly haid sometimos—just when [ think and think and hope
without much thought of that bope ever being realised.
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About the watch I'm so so glad 1t keeps good time and that you always
wear 1t—1I always wani you to—go to sleep on 1i, darlint, please pour moi—I
always wear something you gave me now—both by day and ot mght  What
1 16? do you know I svppose in a way the bacber wus right darhint—
he does know you betier than I do—that part of you that lives on ship:
but I know you—the inside part that nohody clse sevs—oe knows and 1
dont want them to yet awhile at any rale

I do hope youre feehng hetter now dalint, mn one of your lelters you
say you have had a tongh fever—oh darlint—dont go and get 1ll-—d will worry
me such a lot hecansa ! cawl be with you Do try and not gei il pour
mo1 darhngest boy

When L market the puwegraph about photos m Felwr, [ certumly was
{lunkmg of my photo—dont be cross—altho you say you lle them darlmnt
1 dont really—especially that one that I look so fal in Tear 1 up please
To pleass me and then tell me you have dono so. You can keep one
T donl mmd that one 0 much but I dont really Iike 1t und 1 hale the other
one Of course by now you will have fimshed Felix You wont like Mrs.
Ismay, although you raid previously that you thought you would You (I']F.O
say she wants to iell Felix she iakes drugs but hasn’t Lthe courage lo \‘ou
will also have found out by now that thus 18 wrong 'That 1 the lut thing
on earth she wanis lo tell anyone

Dalingerl boy never mind aboui the news bemy cidruary It 18 you
talking to me and thai 1s all I want and 1f 1t s ordinury 1b is interspersed
with Iittle bits that are’nt ordinary that are for me only—such bilg—u-
“I love you’’—always Chere” and “I'm always with you in thought
Chere *’—that shows darhnt that even though you write ubout ordinary
things you are thinking of extraordmary things My leiters mvdt always
appear ordmary to you in most parts it youn think hhke that, bui I have to
tell you everything that happens I fcel T must. 1 always want to and
those things are always ordiuary o me. Thimgs are always the seme- Lhe
same old round—unless you are in England and then its a different world -
8 joyous world that hurts at the game time

You say yuu thought you were going to bewmr notlung from me cxeept
that first letter, and you felt thai 18 all you deserved Darlint, to me such
& thing is never o thought really = Whatever I feel about noi hearing frum
you at any time, I think would never influence me to nol wrile you. All
I think and feel—f I want to—and durlint I slways want to 1 know 1
said once that ‘ I’d nover talk to you again "’—but darlini you really dont
think I mean 1t do you because I dont. If I didnt hear from you for a
whole irip—unless you told me not to—1 should still talk Lo you and try
to do my share 1f I fcll I wantled to

Darlmt 1f you dont deaerve a thung (and I dont think that will really
ever be) you will always know that because you dont deserve it —you will
always get 1t Does this sound contrary? Mother wasnt cross a bit about
the Cigarettes in fact she laughed 1t off ns a huge joke and said I had three
yesterday end they didnt hurt me. Yes darlint about the wriber and K 6,
1 did Jaugh to myseli—thats why 1 told you bui ! doni like laughing by
myself. I want you 1o be there to laugh with me,

Jusl those little jokes all to ourselves
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Yes, you are a bully—but cometime-—-only sometimes I like . I
I ¢ hemng told to do thr by you I dulpi ke you lo bully me aboul a wet
fvr coilor the’, darlini

1 read tue copy 1o yorr Moiler aad thought when | wos cerding it
“vhet o pedestel hie s on when b 1v witing this and I um the only o
thal ¢ feleh hua dowe bt when T oeame io the Lot two paragraphs |
the (e b L, vae Toze the bay 1 kaow-ob ke the shell 1 m ghed
you suitened o bit

[ have relurned copy—thenlk yon darnnt  The pot thet Lurt et
wie ¢ that woman ”’

I could hear the tone m whith it was said ol hures tuch o lot -1
hal to ery altho T lried roo o Thy didi’t you t 10 me that on
Thorsday? there wonl have beea time then for you to L~ ol tht hurt
aw,y and now T «hull retaan o until you come bw 'l agiin

You didn’t mention wnything whoul vhat § wrote segarding you, Siste
Why not?

Dadmgest boy- 15 shie your Mother ony qudee «f v hether ¢ 'm uo
good,” and 17 sho s hew she ory nght o gedese e Wieher she or any-
one I knewr voere good or bad L <honldn®t judue them

Darlnt T love you crch lobs aud lot avd the mail to day wude 8 mere
—by that mzil 1 krew yon loved e more 3o more they o dul

1t must be av 1evor ertil Aden aow -Je tut, Lo hé you howe foowd
such a long time Lo {ollk with we but darlint & a1 always voth you woender
1 what you are domy ava pelmyg vl lovi g yon every notuube of aiway,

HIT

Dont keep tne prece,

About the Murcomgimn- do yor mean one gsaymg Yen or No, beoetss
T shunt sead b dorlint Pmonot gomes (o by any more antil you coms bael

t mide up my mnd about thy loet Thurdday

de was Lelhng ug Mother ofe. the cireumctanres of my “ Sundoy
morung escapade * and he puls meat stress on the faet of (he tea tanfing
bitber “* as 1l something had been puto i it * ha says Now 1 think whd
ever else I tay ob 1o agun will still tavle bitter he will recopgnice it and b
worw suspiciour stul and if the quantity is sbll nob succensful - 4 will inguw
any chance 1 may buve o bryimmg whon you cotee home

Do you understand ¢

1 thought a lot about what you suid of Dan.

Durlint, don’t trovd him X don’t man dow’t tell hun anything beesuse
1 lnow you never would --What | mean 15 don’t ot lum b suspicious of
you regarding that —~because i we were juceeweful in the wction- darding
circumstances may afterward: make us want many frionds- or helpers and
wo raust have no encmios~ o esen people that know u little too much.
Remember tho saymng, “ A lLittle knowledge is a dangerous thing.*

Darlint we’ll have no ore to help us i the world row and wo musnt
make enemics nunceessanly.

[To suys—to his people he fought, and fought with himself {0 koep
conscions —*° I’ll never die, excapt unturally -Um liko a eat with nine bives ™
he saiil and detaled to them an oecasion when he was young and newl:
suffocatod by gas fumes.

I wish we had not got elecivie light- it would be easy.

I'm going to try the glass aguin oveusionally when it i rafe 1y
gob an cloctrie hght globo this 1ime. Iy
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Exhit 18
Envelope—Mr. F Bywaters, P. & 0. B.M.8 ‘ Morca,” Aden
[Postmarks—London, E C, Apr. 24, 1922, 5.30 p.m ; Aden, 7 May, 1922.]

I think I'll tell you about the holidays darlint—just what I did—
do you want to know? or will you say 1ts sll ordinary common place talk—
I suppose it 1s—but after I have discussed the ordinary things, I may be
able to really talk to you On Thursday we left al 1 and I went to the
Waldorf to lunch and stayed on until the dance tea—I only danced once—
a fox trot—I don’t feel a bit like dancing darlint—I think I must be
waiting for you. We left the Waldorf at 6.20 and met Avis at 630 and
went with her to buy a costume—getting home about 9.

On Friday I worked hard all day starting that ‘ Good Old fashioned
Enghsh housewife’s occupation of spring cleaning,” not because I liked doing
1t—or believe 1n 1t, but because I had nothing else to do and 1l helped to
pass the time away. I started about 9-30 and went to wash and dress
about 20 to 6—

Dad took us to the E H. Palace to the Sunday League Concert in the
evening and we stopped the mght at 231

In return for this I booked for us all at Ilford Hippodrome on Satur-
day The show was good and a girl—in nurses umiform appearing with
Tom Edwards sang ‘‘ He makes me all fussed up *

Of course Avis remarked about you and the song also Molly was sitling
behind us with another girl and a boy—is she affected 1 her conversation?
She was very much on Saturday and I wondered 1f 1t was put on for my
special benefit

Avis came back to stay the rest of the hohday with us Bye the way,
we, (she and I) had a cup of tea in bed on Sunday—we always do when she is
stopping with us

Mother and Dad came over to me to dinner—I had plenty to do. On
Monday Mr. and Mrs Birnage came to tea and we all went to thoe Ilippo-
drome 1 the evening Bye the way—what 1s ‘ Aromatic Tinclure of
Opium ’—Avis drew my attention to a bottle of this sealed in the medicine
chest in your room.*

I took possession of ik and when he missed 1t and asked me for i—I
refused 1o give 1t him—he refuses to tell me where he got 1t and for what
reason he wants it—so I shall keep it till I hear from you.

I used the ‘‘ light bulb *’ three times but the third time—he found a
prece—so I’ve given 1t up—until you come home

Do you remember asking me to get a duplicate of something— I have
done so0 now

On Sunday we were argmng about the price of ‘‘ Cuticura ” Avis 18
quie certamn when she bought 1t, not for herself, (her own words) it was
10%. Mother said when she bought it for you it was 1/- and I said the
same

The remark was passed—‘ you all in {urn seemed to have boughti it
for him **

I had another mysterious parcel this Easter—a large gold foil egg
filled with chocolate about 2 lbs by the weight—still with no word or

“il'ho 100m Bywaters had occupied when he lodged with the Thompsons.—Hd.
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even a name aitached, posted 1n the City E.C 2. to 168 I suppose it’s from
the same source as the Xmas parcel—but I haven’t and shan’t acknowledge
1t. What did you think of *“ Edwina’s Shoes ”?

Darhint, do you hke this term of endearmeni I shan’t tell you why I
ask, but you’ll probably notice it one of these days, ‘‘ Carissima.”

Thank you for sending back the time table, darlint, but why do yon
think I might want il—when you are away—you know very well I <hant
~—why did you say that? I understand the wire now—hut I certunly didn’t
read 1t lke that at the time, won’t the Post Office putl i a full stop marl
then?

I had a funny dream the other might darlimi—you had tasen me ouy
somewhere and saw me home and peisisted in coming .,

Eventually you and I slept in your hittle bed—in the morning T wok.
early and went mto the big room and found llarcld was sleeping with him
—jyou were unboliing the front door in your pyjamas to get out yurekly when
he came down the stairs, so you went mnto Mrs Lestec’s rove. She didn’t
hke 1t a bit and you thousht you had better make a clean bhreast of ik and
came up to him and told him what had happened—there wai o fight—I
don’t remember how 1t went—in Dad and Mother were thoe with han and
they had been discussing things and wouldn't lot me stop there 1 don't
know what became of mu or ot you

T've been reading a very very wbereshing book, darlint, 1 w.nt you to
read b after me ava give me your opmon—not just o few hnes and then
““ Dismigsed *—but your roal opimion of every one of npule i the buok,
Read and remember it carcfully will you? pour mor

It’s called * The Fruiltul Vine ”* by Robert Hitehens, and 1t's very very
nice and the subjeet 18 interesting —not lovely—-hke the * Common Law "’
or “ The Busiess of Life ""—it's {oo sensual for that but * the one act
in the book would lead {o hours and homrs of diseussion—oeven now 1 have
finished 1t—L am nob sure whether she did right or wrong and | am oot
sure which man I really Likod—one man wus calm sirong and elean- not
sensuul ab all but solfich, very, and the other was absolutely different,-
sensual, a lover in every sonse of the word and yei 1 liked him at least 1
Iiked heaps of things nbout him and connected with himi - luts of bin little
spooches—actions

You must tell me everything you think about if, i's rather long 500
pages and there are noveral passages that T have marked—gome I have
quertad for you to anwwer others L have just murked—bocause they have
struck mo as bomg mieresting to us, or to me, I'm very auxious to know
what you think of 1t, what shall I do with the book *- send 1 to you?

I think 1 have never found b so difficult to talk o you hefore all
the times you have heen away--1 am just dried up wating to see you and
forl you holding me

It is Friday now and altho 1 had a mail in from you- --- about 11 50-
I still don’t feel like talking darlint, I'm not dwappointed —not a hille bit--
in fact I'm plewscd—evor so plensed—at the difference whon L read ull you
say to me I fool you are with me—just looking at me and telling moe all
those things about yourself and it feels lovely darlint—so different from
before and T wunder if itn going to lost or ehall T have a lother from
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Plymouth saymng *‘ I’m not gomng to answer your questions Peidi and I
don't mind if you are cross about 1t ’* Youre nol gring to suy thai any
more are you’—darhat please don’t, I saad I wouldn’t ask again dudr’t I,
bub I'm doing sc—jyou see, I don’t mind what you think—all { know and
feel 1 that I love you so much——1T musl go on asking and asking mot
minding whether my pride 15 hurt—always asking until you consenl

Darhnt do yuu reinember bewng very pruud once? T remember and T
gave way first—write and tell me 1f yoa rcmeriber the inaident amd what
1l was

Its not gomng to happen agan tho’ i 1t? Mr Carlion smd to me al
11 30 to-day—* I have news from your brother for you ’—I wesn’t ihinking
of the mail being m and sud “ How have you got news?’’ and he ust
gave me your envelope. I thought the remark rather stiange and can'y
quile make out if he really thoughi i1t was from 1y brother—or was bemn
sarcastic. You get miv Bombay to-day—just 5 more wecks—I wish they’dd
fly.

1 had a doctor’s bull m yesterday—I lovk 1t in myselt as 1b huppened

so of course 1 kept and shall pay 1t myself—withoul saymg 1t 18 even m
and then there can Le no question of who’s to pay it can thorve

You want me to pay i1, don’t you darlnt—I shall do so

Why that passage m your lasi letter The last time wo met, we were
pals, weren't we Chere?, why the question darlink o you had wanted Lo
write 1l, you should have sw¢ ¢ it ar a acl

Of course we wue pus, we always are and always will bo, while this
hifé lasts—whatever elre happens and allers our lives—f{or betler or for worse
~—for either or for both of us we shall alwuys vemum that darlint—don’t
ask me the question agiwin—it hurts

On Saturday we weut to the dinner parly at the Bunage’'s—it was a
very posh affair for a privale house—full course dinner and she cooled
everything herself—I think sho 1s awfully clever

Yesterday I thonght 1 should have gone mad with facenche-—I took 24
Asparis—in 6 lots of 4 during ihe day and made a pillow of thermojens at
night—I didn't gob a scrap of sleep tho’

Has your pun gone darhint? I think you must have lelt it with me,
I thought I might got a letler Irom Suez to-day otherwise 1 wouldn't luve
come up to town to-day.

1 think I want you here Lo take care of me—il seens wore thin ever
bofore—shall be so glad when we get nearer the 26th May. just thal durlint
nuothing more rror.

Livlulnt 19
Envelope—M1 F Bywaters, . & O RM.8 ** Morea,” Port Said
[Postmark—London, E C, May 1, 1922, 6.15 p.m.|

Darlingest Boy I know,

If you were to hear me talk now you would langh, I'm quite positive
and 1 should be angry—I've goi practically no vowce at all—just a little
very high up, squeak.

It started with a very sore throal and then my voice went—it doesn’t
hurt now—the throat is better but it sounds so funny. I feel like laughing
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myself but altho you'd laugh darlint you'd be very kind wouldn’t you? and
just take care of me. I know you would without aslging or you answering—
but you can answer because I like to hear you say it.

About those fainting fits darlint, I don’t really know what to say to you.

T’m beginning to think its the same as before—they always happen 1st
‘thing in the morning—when I'm getting up and I wasn’t ill as I should have
been last time, altho’ I was a little—but not as usual.

What shall I do about it darlint, if it is the same this month—please
write and tell me I want to do just what you would like.

I still have the herbs.

““ T like her she doesn't swear.””

This is what you write—do you like her because she doesn’t swear or
was that bit an afterthought. I’m wondering what you really think of a
girl—any girl—even me who says—damn and a few stronger words sometimes
—or don’t these words constitute swearing as you hear it.

Of course I was glad you did as you did with her. I should never
be glad at any other way darlint, whatever the object or the end in view.

Talking about * Felix * darlint can’t say I was disappointed in the end
because I didn’t expect very much of him. You say you expected him to do
a lot for Valevia—I didn’t—he was too ordinary—too prosaic to do any-
thing sensational—he’d do anything in the world for her if it hadn’t caused
comment but when it did—he finished. Do you remember the railway station
scene when her husband appeared, and took command of the proceedings.
Felix was nowhere and he allowed himself not only to go home, but to be
‘ordered to go home by Mr. Ismay. What were your feelings for Mr. Ismay
—did you like him? About the word you starred—I can’t say I actually
know the meaning of the word only of course I guess but you can tell me
darlint I certainly shan’t ask anyone else.

Darlint ign’t this a mistake “ Je suis gache, ma pauvre petite amie.”
This is how you wrote it. i

I was glad you think and feel the same way as I do about the * New
Forest.” I don’t think we’re failures in other things and we musn’t be in
this. We musn’t give up as we said. No, we shall have to wait if we fail
again. Darlint, Fate can’t always turn against us and if it is we must
fight it—You and T are strong now We must be stronger. We must learn
to be patient. We must have each other darlint. Its meant to be I know I
feel it is because I love you such a lot~—such a love was not meant to be in
vain, It will come right I know one day, if not by our efforts some other
way. We'll wait eh darlint, and youw’ll try and get some money and then
‘we can go away and not worry about anybody or anything. You said it
was enough for an elsphant. Perhaps it was. But you don’t allow for the
taste making only a small quantity to be taken. It sounded like a reproach
was it meant to be?

-Darlint I tried hard—you won’t know how hard—because you weren’t
‘there to see and I can’t tell you all—but I did—I do want you to believe I
-did for both of us.

You will see by my last letter to you I havn’t forgotten the key and I
didn’t want reminding—I didn’t forget that—altho’ I did forget something
last time didn't I altho it was only small.

- We have changed our plans about Llandudno—it is too expensive we
‘are going to Bournemouth July 8th, and while Avis was over last night he
- asked her to come with us.  The suggestion was nothing to do with me—
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it was his entirely and altho’ I wouldn’t have suggested such a thing for
the world—I'm glad—because if things are still the same and we do go—
a third party helps to make you forget that you always lead the existeace
we do.

Au revoir for the week end darlint.

The mail was in this morning and I read your letter darlint, I cried—
I couldn’t help it—such a Icv it sounded so sad I cried for you I could
exactly feel how you were feeling—I've felt like that so often and I know.

I was buoyed up with the hope of the ¢‘light bulb” and I used a
Jot——big pieces too—not powdered—and it has no effect—I quite expected
to be able to send that cable—but no—nothing has happened from it and
now your letter tells me about the bitter taste again. Oh darlint, I do feel
so down and unhappy.

Wouldn’t the stuff make small pills coated together with soap and
dipped in liquorice powder—like Beechams—try while you’re away.  Our
Boy had to have his thumb operated on because he had a piece of glass in
it that’s what made me try that method again—but I suppose as you say
he is not normal, I know I feel I shall never get him to take a sufficient
quantity of anything bitter.  No I haven’t forgotten the key I told you
before.

Darlint two heads are better than one is such a true saying. You
tell me not to leave finger marks on the box—do you know I did not think of
the box but I did think of the glass or cup whatever was used. I wish
I wish oh I wish I could do something.

Darlint, think for me, do. I do want to help. If you only knew how
helpless and selfish I feel letting you do such a lot for me and I doing nothing
for you. If ever we are lucky enough to be happy darling I'll love you such
a lot. I always show you how much I love you for all you do for me.
Its a terrible feeling darlint to want—really want to give all and everything,
and not be able to give a tiny little thing—just thro’ circumstances.

You asked me if Deborah described her feelings rightly when she was
talking about Kullett making love to her.

Darlingest, boy, I don’t think all the feelings can be put on paper
because there are not words to describe them. The feeling is one of repug-
nance, loathing not only of the person but of yourself—and darlint when you
think of a man ana a woman jointly wrote that book it’s not feasible that
the words used would be bad enough to express the feelings. The man
Author wouldn’t allow the woman Author to talk too badly of Kullett—do
you think? T still think that nobody can express the feelings—I'm sure
I couldn’t—but they are there, deeply rooted and can never be plucked
oub as circumstances now are unless they (the circumstances) change.
Did you notice any similarity in 2 girls names in two books that yom
recently read and the utter dissimilarity in their natures (I don’t think I
spelt that word rightly) I didn’t know that you would be in London a
month this time—altho I had a little idea.

' That month—I can’t bear to think of it a whole four weeks and things
,ﬁhe same as they are now. All those days to live thro for just one hour
m each.

All that lying and scheming and subterfuge to obtain one little hour
in. each’ d&y——when by right of nature and our love we should be together
for all the 24 in every day.
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Darlinl don’t let 1t be—I can't bear it all thws time—the pain gets too
heavy {0 bear—heavier each day—but if things were differeni what a grand
Lfe we should starl together. Perhaps we could have thal one week X
could be 1ill from shock—More lies—but the last. Eh darlint

Do experiment with the pills while you are away—plcase darhnt.

No we two—two halves—have not yet come to the end of our tether.”

Don’t let us.

I'm sorry I've had to use this piece of paper but the pad was empty—
I gent the boy for a fresh one and they will have none 1n until tomeirow.

We have started on the 5th week of your absence now—vach week seemy
longer than the last and cach day the length of two

Do you know durlint that the Saturday I usually have off when you
aro homo 18 Whit Saturday and I shan’t be able to sce you nor on the
Monday following

Three whole days—and you so near and yet o [fur—ii musn’t he
darlint—we musn’t let 1t somehow.

Good bye now darhint 1 can't wrile any more  You said you have a
lump—so have 1 1n fact its more than a lnmp now

Good bye until Marsedles next weck. I dv always love you and think
of you Prinr.

Yixhibit 21
Bavelope--Mr I Bywaters, . & O 1L M 8. Morea, Mar:allen, IFrance.
[Postmark—T.ondon, K¢ 156 May, '22, 530 p.m.)

My very own darlimgent hoy,

1 received the mail ths mormng- but am nol pomg to answer it yol-
I’'ve gol soveral other things I want to tell yon, and talk to you as well.
I had no time to read your letter alone, ¢o what do you think 1 did darhnt,
1 got on the top of a bus—back seat by myself and went to Hyde Park
Corner in my lunch hour and vead ik, I couldn’t stop in  in the lunek
hour—1t was such a glorous day in faet it has been a beautiful week end
warm and sanny-~quite warm enough to wear very thin elothes and not
feel cold I do love this weather —it’s not too hol yet--hot even when it 18
I’y not going to grumble —this winter has been terribly long and cold, and
loncly. Do you know darhnt I won 30/- on Paragon in the City and Sub,
and lost 20/- in cach of the 2000 gns 1000 gns. and the Julnlee.  Money
wag never made to stup with me.

When you've been i Ingland have you ever scen * Les Rouges ot
Noirs.”” They are all ex-soldiors ~running a concert party--like ibe Clo
spitaists and mnpersonating girls a8 well ay men.

Men usually dressed as women especnlly  in evening  dress- Jook
‘idiculous—but these wore splendid---very clever and very funny- I did
augh such a lot—it was really duneme through the homws. We wientb
with Mr. and Mrs Birnage, Ile has made Ain un agent for the Sun Lifo
srivately and now draws comminsion on any policies ho gots—it has heen
woub £750 premivms up o now and be draws 1/ on some and L9, on
sthers Miss Lewr’s sisler lont her hushand quite suddenly and as 1 happen
© be her stamp-——Miss Prior asked me to go up wert and buy some mourns
ng for hor—a costume- ~u mile frock and s ¢oth frock- Jumper = thoes stock.
ngs and gloves 1t was a nico job, and when I got buck--there were some

189



Bywaters and Thompson.

widows hats with veuds ut the badk and nobody mclodmy Mis Unor _hud !..he
pluck o iry them on—they all say 1t 18 unlucky—so because of it bcing
unlucky to them I thought 1t might be lucky to me and trid them oll on.

I think they all think terrible thiags are going to huppen to me_nov—
but darlint I am laughmg I wondor who will bo right, they or ,1‘7 T.llang
aboub bad luck—DMother came over to hang some clean culja1ns for ine
and in moving the dressing table—the cheval glass came oif the pivub and
smashed the glass 1 a thousand picce—This 18 supposed to mean had luck
for 7 years—I am wondermg 1f 1bs for w. (you und 1) or her. What do you
think aboul 4? Dalmt I've boaght o skut—cream gabardine—pleated to
wear with a spoits coat—Ii loo'ss lovely—ure you pleased ¥

Do you know the skirls are goag to be v.orn longer?

I shall have to wear mune a wee bit longer—if I don't wanb w e
hopelessly old fushioned—but 1t won’t be very much, will you mind® On
Friday Mr Dunage camo up and took me out to lunch agan. 1 leit Inm
at 2—and was asiomished when al 4 pm thuy said a geatluman warted to
see me upsiairs—znd on gomg up fonad 1t was hum waring lo talle me
out to tea & weni—but I didn’t 1eally wanl w—I shan’t go loo ofien
darlimt  You smd you were home for a maonuth his time—does that nuean
thal you are guing to sail on the 23rd June

Darlint I hope not—T do so want o be with you—even if its only for u
litlle while on Juue 27th 1922  Our first veal birthday Are you gibting
1 on the Friday again this tune!?

You mentioned about a boy and a girl and a checolate incident in one
of your letters—you said “I smled and thought a lot*’ what did yon
think—you didn’{ tell me and 1 want to know

Darlingest boy—1 like Montelimoni, as well as Turkish Delight *¢ Cup
board Love '’ did you say? I am glad you didn’t like Warning—1 Lhought
perhaps you might—just a little—I didn’t & bit I was cross with Deborah
—several times durhnt—eupecially for sending him away thai first tumne Lut
I admired so much the will power she had to do so—didn't you? You tay
‘ Deborah ** was 1aore natural than * Maria” No 1 dow’t think s -
they were two very different types—but both were absoluiely natural accord-
g to thewr mode of living. Deborah was primitive—Maria cwvilised morve
—but both naiural—darlini don’t give *‘ Maria’s " place m you {o anyene
slse Admre others as much but not more, pour mor—1 loved Maria aud
I admired Deborah

—

I don’t know whether Avis liked the books or not—but if you asked
ber why she did or did not she coulda’t say, could she do you think--she
couldn’t discuss each character as we do—she wouldn't remember cnough
aboul them—she would only remember the general theme of the book--
%0 why ask! Yes I like Desboro (i the Busmess of Lifc) mosily—why
should we nol agree about him darhint~—I should hke to argue wilh you
over him—shall we? Yes and when?

In a book I have just read which 1 am going to lond you there are
two characters—whom you and I must copy—only if things aro never got to
be mght darlint if they are always as they are now—[ want you to
remember what I have written. I shall bo hike and do what Doleres doss
a.pd you must do what Cesare does—Of course what I do will be from a
different motive from Dolores and you must fight Like Cesare—but darlint
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widows hats with veils at the buck and nobudy weledmy, Mis Pinor .had !.he
pluck to {ry them on—they all sey 1t is unlucky—so because of it being
unlucky to them I thought i might be lucky to me and tried them all on

T {hink they all thmk termble things are gowg io happen to me novr—
but darlmt I am laughmg 1 wonder wio will be 11ght, they or I‘f Talking
about bad luck—Mother came over io hang some clean cmiains fo. e
and m moving the dressing table—ihe cheval glass came oif the pvut and
smashed the glass m a thonsand preces—This 15 : upposed to mean had luck
for 7 years—I am wondeung 1i 1ts for w (you and I) ur her. ‘What do you
think about 1t? Darlint I've boughti a slust—cream gaburc'hne--plenled to
wear with a sports coi—Ii look. lovely—ure you pleascd?

Do you know the skirls are going to he worn longer?

I shall have to woar mme a wee bit longer—u I don't wawnt o he
hopelessly old fashwned—bat 1t won't be very mwuch, will you nnm‘:" On
Friday Mr. Bunago came up and took me out io lunch agam. 1 lu't han
at 2—and was ostonished when at 4 pm. they sad a gentleman wanted to
soe me upsturs—and on gomng up fonad it was him wuting to iule me
out to tea i went—but 1 duln’t really wanl to—T shan’t go too cilen
darlint.  You soid you were home for a mouth ihis time—docs that weun
that you are gomng to sal on the 23rd June.

Darlint I hope not—I do so wanl to be with you—even if 1ts only for u
little while on June 27th 1922  Our first real birthday Are you jyetling
i on the Friday agam this time?

You mentioned about 2 boy and a girl and a chacolate incident ' one
of your letters—you said “I smmled and thought a lot” what Jid you
think—you didn’{ tell me and 1 want to know

Darlingest boy—I hke Montehimont as well as Turkish Delight ** Cup
board Love ” did you say? Y am glad you didn’t ke Wuring—1 thought
perhaps you might—just a litile—I didn’t a bit. 1 was cross with Debornh
—several times darhnt—oespecially for sending him away that firgl tame but
I admired so much the will power she had to do so—didw’t you! You sy
‘ Deborah * was wore natursl than “ Maria.” No 1 don't thiuk s -
they were two very dufferent types—but both were absolutely natural sceord-
ing to therr mode of Iiving  Deborah was primitive—Muaria civilised more
~but both natural—darlint don’t give * Maxa’s ** place m you lo unyena
else  Admure others as much but mot more, powr moi—I loved Marm awl
1 admired Deborah

——

I don’t know whether Awvis liked the books or not—bui if you asked
her why she did or did mot she couldat say, could she do you think—she
couldn’t discuss each character as we do—she wonldn’t remumber enough
about, them—she would only remember the general theme of the book—
#0 why ask? Yes I liko Desboro (in the Business of Lifo) mostly-—why
should we not agree about him darhnt—I ghonld like io arguo with you
ovar him—shall we? Yes and when?

In a book I have just read which L am going to lend you there are
two characters—whom you and I must copy—only 1f things are never goi to
be mght darhnt if they are always as they aro now—I want you lo
remember what I have written I shall be hke and do what Dolores doss
and yon must do what Cesare does—Of course what I do will be from a
different motive from Dolores and you must fight hike OCesore—but darlint
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don’t ever let go—keep tight hold—bring up and take care of pour moi
and then it won’t matter much what happens. I shall have given you
something for you only—my all.

You will probably wonder what I am rambling about—I shan’t tell
you I shall wait until you read the book and then you will find out for
yourself. To-day its 3 weeks before you're in England—I'm trying to get
thro the time—without letting it feel too hard—only I hope you will hurry
to England and PEIoL.

Exhibit 21a.
Extract from Daily Sheich, 13th May, 1922, columns 1 and 2.
With headnote—

‘* Holiday—Then Death Pact.
¢ Pagsionate Farewell Letters in Seaside Drama.
¢ Women’s Sacrifice.””

The newspaper reports proceedings at an inquest held on George William
Hibbert who was found dead in a gas-filled room at Brighton—and hy his
side lay Maud Hibbert, wife of his youngest brother, unconscious.

Exhibit 22.
Envelope—Mr. F. Bywaters, P. & O. R.M.S. ‘“ Morea,” Marseilles, France.
[Postmark—London, E.C., 18 May, '22, 2.30 p.m.]

¢It must be remembered that digitalin is a cumulative poison, and that
the same dose harmless if taken once, yet frequently repeated, becomes
deadly.’

Darlingest Boy,

The above passage I've just come across in a book I am reading *‘ Bella
Donna ”” by Robert Hichens. Is it any use. In your letter from Bombay
you say you asked a lot of questions from Marseilles. I hope I answered
them all satisfactory Darlint. I want to. I want to do always what
will please you. I can’t remember all you asked. I have nothing to refer
to everything is destroyed I don’t even wait for the next arrival now.
About the Co-Optimists, I remember the song quite well and darlint, if you
can only be practically true to me—I'd rather not have you at all and I
won’t have you. ~Whats more now I'm the bully aren’t I? but it’s only

~ fun darlint—laugh. Yes a lot pour moi. I've heard nothing at all from
your Mother I've seen your sister several times. - Darlingest boy yon must
never question me being still here. However hard (even the hardest you
can possibly imagine) things are, while you still say “B B Peidi '’ I shall,
hang on—just, because you want me to and tell, me to. Don’t ever ques-
tion me again. You have often said a thing as & question when you have
known it is a fact. Why is that Darlint? Don’t ever doubt. T'll always
love you—too much perhaps but always, and while you say stay I shall.
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I shall ask you about the laugh 1a the Buffet, but when shall I' I'm
not clear about what you write Do you mean me to ask you when I see
you this time or to wait until things are porhaps different. You say
“I'm not bullymmg I'm deciding for you Chere’’  Darhnt, that’s what I
hike. Not that hard tone ¢ You must, yow shafl’ But the softer tone I
know you can use especially to me  Yes, I like you deciding things for
me. [I’ve dono 1t so long for myself. Its lovely io be able to lcave 1t all to
somrone I know will not go wrong—will do the 1ight thing pour mo1 always.
You will wont you darlml I lean on you not on myself when you are
here Now I'll talk a bit about the books * Beyoud the Shadow ” I
did like very much, only 1t was hardly a possible story do you think.
Marian was an 1deal woman and under her circumstances too ideal too un-
natural too careful of other peoples’ opimons 1t reminded me of the
book yon lent me * The Way of these Women.”” Do you remember the
man and the woman who didn’t take their fate into their own hands
although they could have done so easly Too careful of the opmons of
their so called friends and the world = When QGeoffrey remembered he
should have taken her away mastered all her protests and carried her off
They were made for each other, he was married to another through no fault
of hws own  He had plenty of the most nccessary thing monoy and he
just drifted  Darlingest, Belty wasn’t a little fool she loved as much as her
nature allowed and 1t wasni her [ault but fale, that Geoffrey didn’t love
her and because he didn’t (and he knew himself he didn’t) why did he
marry her For sensual reasons thats all—to gratify himself Ile knew sho
worshipped him and he was flattered I didn’t like him very much Marian
was lovely. The few moments of joy she had with him before she died
could never compensate hcr for her life utterly spoiled, but darlint “ It 1e
better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at all** Marian
would not have liked any to have told Geoffrey of the incident befors the
accident  He would have asked her to marry Jum agan, and she would
huve felt he was only doing 1t from duty and thats not a nice fechng to
have darlint—for life, is 1t I agree with you about Chambers endings
darhint but the endings are not the story  The end 18 written to plewse
nine out of ten people who read his books. You and I are the tenth and
he doesn’t cater for us darlint, we are so fow Do as I do  Korget the
ends lose yourself in the characlers and the story and, in your own mind
mako your own end. Its lovely to do that darhnt—iry 1t, and you must not
be scathung about a particular author that I like. 1 wont have it you
hear me—1'm ballymg you mow. TI’ll ruffle all your hair darlint until
you're really cross. Will you be with me about anything over?

Yes! we will be cross with each other and then make 1t up—it will
be lovely. I shall have io stop for a hittle while now darlint. I have a
ton of work to do. I do hope we are mol quite so busy when you are
home  Au revon for now darlint

One more day has gono by—I'm counting the days now durlint. What
are you doing now, I wonder its Thursday about 12 noon aud I've syucezed
10 minutes to lalk to you. Today is fearfully cold again and very windy
—1J hate wind. For the last 4 days 1t hus been 82 shade and 112 sun and
today shade temp is down to 52—what a couniry to live in—hurry up and
take me away—io Egypt if you hke—but anywhero whore its warm.

The book I'm reading  Bella Doana” 18 abowt Egypt—I'd think
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you'd be interested in it—although 1 don’t think you would like the book—
at least I hope you wouldn’t—I don’t

Do you remember telling me to do the ‘‘ Scamp ” for the Derby?
Well I was rather hard up that week—so only pul on 5/- each way I got
20 to 1 price

Yesterday was the first time the *‘ Scamp’ came out and it failed
muserahly at a mile—the papers say 1t 1s a non-stayer and made a very poor
show and the price to-day 18 33 to 1 What luck

I dont think I previously told you that old Mr. Lester——fell 1n the
fire and gashed lus heuad

He was taken to Hospital and 1s still there—that 13 10 duys ago
Reports at first said he wouldn’t live throagh each mighi—but he has
recovered afler all  Don't some people exaguerate?

Darlint, 1 do feel so muserable to-duy I think ity the weather—it has
bect so bright and sunny and makes you feel quite chewful and today 13
colt and dull and I feel enld too—not m the flesh—in the hody insmde !
mean—tihat sort of feeling that only one person in the world can alter for
me—why aren’t you here to do 1t? I want you so badly (o lean on and to
tuko care of me to be kind and gentle and love mo as only you can

Coodbye darlingest boy—I'll wrte agmn before the mail clows for
Marserlles Prinr

Supposiug I were to meet your mother in the street durlint, what
should L do? What would you want me to do?

Answor this, please, particularly I"EIDT.

When I ashed you thet guestion darbint T had  already seen  your
Mother—but 1 really wanted to know what vou would bLke me to have
done

As 1t was =1 hardly knew what to do -1 eouldut pass her unrecog-
nised without bemg absolutely rude so L just said  Let me smell, how wsre
you? " and passed on, 1 didn’t stop to shake hands. She had a large bunch
of red roses in her arms and she had that tall man with her--L forget his
nanie

Seewg her with red rosen veminded mwe ol you dwlint, you like red
oner donl you?—you told me o once-—ho do I, but not as much as one
flower theyre all fimshed now isnt 1 o shame lve taken the tussors to
be made up darlinb and was lold that b was the best quality they have
ever handled. JIve alwo had o new navy costume made. L dont think
you will like it becunse its a long coat- hut 1 bought a cream pgabardine
gkirt (not serge) to pleasn you darling so L thought 1 could plesso myself
this ttme.  Am 1 right” 1 wouder if I shall wonr the tussore costume
with you darhint 1 dont 1mean once or twice but always. I dont know I
dont feel oven optimistic about things I cunt darling--not hike I did before.
That hand of fule is always held up at me blovking out the future. 1If I
conld only he certwin?  Darlingest boy pour moj be very very careful coming
in this time. Things and people have bocome much more vigilant Under.
stand? I dont want to loss any tiny mumute of you, they will probubly
be so fow, but even a fow is so mueh hetter than none at all remember that
darlint. Im very very anxious to know if you are gotiing jn on the Priday. 1
cant powgibly wait over the weok ¢nd--do let mo know as soon as you can
find out yoursclf. Bill got i on Kriday darlint about 3 p.m. home and
camo up o tea yesterday. We had it out in the garden. Ho started tho
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conversation about——and said 1f he knew where to pieut 1 he would pget
somo and we talked a lob about 1t. I wanted %o charge the conversation
qaickly but %e would contmue. On Saturday dazlint I did something
which you would have said made me look old—gardening oll day It passes
tho tume away. Old Mr., Lester died last mght  All thew sule of the
house the bhinds are drawn I havnt drawn inwme and Lin nob gowy, to I
think they think Im a heathen ¢ Will st be undc. (he year’ you soy
I wish I coald be cerlain—feel certain—but 1 cant dalint I kiep on
saymg to myself ‘ Yes' Yes! Tt must, 1t shall bo * Yes,” and I have that
feeling decp down all the time that 1b will be ‘No’ Your lettr winy
made me fecl muserable darlini, I felt how much I wanted io be wath ynu,
so that I could love you that ‘ Mothering feeling’ came over me  Yuu
dont know what 1ts ke I do love you so much—more than anyone can
know  Is that how you fcel? DBy now darhint you wiil have heurd from
me several times. Yesterday you passed Suez and got my Port, Said lettors
Im so sorry its a long time from Marseilles to Bombay, when yeu henr
from me, but I cani do anything to help it can I darhint? You'll by oble
to talk to me a long time this week to post at Marseilles becauce youll have
all my letters to answer  Yes darlnt, I want you and love you such a
lot just as much as you do I waut you to hold me and ks me Yes
always When you do see me darhni you will, you must, darlint It
docsnt matter where we meel, perhaps a Buffel but 1t musn’t maiter, we
musn’t think of olher people bemg there we must just hive for cach other :n
that first minute Dont forget darlint  Dont jusi say how uare yon
 Chere.” It so prosaic and were not are we’

I dont know whether Im sorry or pleased aboui you seiling on the
9th  Tis so hard to say now. If things are the same as mow pcrhaps I
shall be pleased  If we are successful I shall probably be sorry 1 shall
want you so much through that time I think It will be awful to think
of you miles away  Darlingest boy, get that ankle well quickly I do want
to play tennis with you some time this year—dont hother about the bleased
old football-1t always makes 1t give out and 1snt ankle spelt with o ¢ K~
1t looks so funny with a ‘ec.’

All June—all July—all August—yoo’ll bu home wgan Sept 9. [
wonder 1f we shall have that weck togother dJdarhmt, by the sea—%Yspt
1’nb too late is it?

Ive got a real longing for you io take me to 'funbiidge Wells  ive
only been there once and I did hke it so much.

Could you take me darhni for a weck-end--ur even for a day?

In one of your letters you suy ‘and you are mine Pudi, arent you?
I shall always iry to keep you,” darhngest boy what do you mean by that?
especially the last part, T dont undersiand it, wil you tell me*

Of course Im yours—you know that, without the ? mark and why +ill
you say these thmgs in the form of a quesiton when you Lvow they ars 4
fact—it hurls darlint.

Dont forget to tell me what you mean by the last part. 1 really want
to know.

Coodbye darlingest boy—for now and Mmscille: —the next letter to
England—Hoorah! I do love you so much and miss you more thun you
can ever kniw—its the whole of me—all my lfe—just all L live for now.

Puzpr.
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Exhibit 22a.
Extract from Daily Sketch, 10th May, 1922, page 3, column 3.

With headnote—
““ Girl's Drug Injections.
“ Mysterious Death after Doses of Cocaine and Morphia.”

Then follows a report of an inguest on Lilian May Davis, when evidence
was given that she took injections of cocaine in the daytime and morphia at
night for sleeplessness. Dr. Spilshury gave evidence that he made a post-
mortem examination and could not assign the canse of death.

Exhibit 22b.
Extract from Daily Sketch, 6th May, 1922, page 15, column 3.

With headnote—
¢ Patient Killed by an Overdose.
¢ Woman Dispenser’s Error of Caleulation.
“Ten Times too Strong, Multiplied by a Hundred instead of by
Ten.”

The report refers to an inguest on Arthur Kemp, who died from an
overdose of sodium antimony tartarate, prepared hy a woman dispenser.

Exhibit 51.
Envelope—Mr. F. Bywaters, P. & 0. R.M.8. ¢ Morea.”
[Postmark-—London, 1922 (remainder undecipherable).]

The mail is in darlint, but I havent had an opportunity to read it yeb.
Im fearfully busy. Miss Prior is in Paris and Ive tons to do, but, darlint
when Ive read it T will answer it, cven if I have to give it to you by
hand Im sure I shant have time to do it to day and I do want you to get
something from me at Plymouth—even if its only a few lines. Friday, Il
ses you shall I? Today to Friday four more days to live—no not live-—
exist thro. You are getting in Friday arent you darlint? do say * Yes.”
Are you going to answer my letters to you at Marseilles please do darlint,
I dont want you to say what you did last trip. You wont darlint because
Ive asked you not to. On Saturday Mr. Carlton took me home by road. It
wasnt his car but a friend of his. A real posh car youd have liked it. Im
afraid if Miss Prior knew she might want to give me the sack. However
I shant tell her and Im sure he won’t. Also Bess and Reg came down
quite unexpectedly on Sunday and we went for a ride from about 3 till 9-30
Bess asked after you. Darlint I bad a terrible shock when the Egypt
went down. Nobody said the name of the boat they just said a big P. and
0. liner. Imagine what I felt can you? I have sent you a parcel to
Plymouth containing 2 books ‘The Fruitful Vine’ and ‘ Bella Donna.’
Read “Bella Donna’ first will you please whilst you are in England if
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possible and keep ‘ The Fruitful Vine’ until we are parted agamm Also
in the parcel 1s something I forgot last {ime I doni suppuse you really
want it but because I promised and forgoi I got 1t this time. Forgive me
for forgetting. You have, havnt you darhnit? And there 1s a packet of
Toblerone. I boughi two. Sent you one and kept the other myself Whll
you eat it Thursday and I will mme Darlingest boy will youn send the
enclosed P C. as imstructions attached in your name I have sent one m
mine or rather 1n my ‘ used o name’ that sounds funny doesnt i1t  After
all whats 1n a name Nothing at all except ‘Perdi® I saw your Mother
again last Wednesday. I was with Harry Penton and behind her and pur-
posely kept so

It has been frightfully hol ilus weckend. The sun has been fierce
and I dont want a neck like I had at Shanklin I shall have to get &
sunshade. What about Whit Saturday? We shan’t be able Lo be together
He doesnt go mn I thought of asking for a day oft, say Wed the 3lst
what do you think? Bill brought Miss Ashley home. Did you know? He
says she 18 very mean I saw Carpenlier on the afteinoon of his fight he
was over the road at Pagets The Police had to gnard his car He looks
very lined and old for his age Young Mr Paget (you remember me telling
you about him) says the fight was a frost and very unfair Carpentier took
an unfair advantage while the Referees were intervening You wouldnt
lhike me a bit today darlint ‘Why’ did you say? Because Ive got my
foulard frock on Iis so hot, and that reminds me the black frock with
the while beads that I always wear when you take me out I thought 1
would wear 1l out for every day this Summer Its loo conspicuous to keep
for next winter and when I've got some spare cash IIl buy unother frock
for you to iake me io dinneir in, but I wont wear the blk and white until
you say I may, so write and tell me what you think also darlini, let mo
know ahout Wed 3lsl because I must give them a hitle noine as we
are 5o busy On Sunday I cooked a chicken my very first attempl al
poultry It was all very mece—I tlunk—stuflmg and bread sauce ete. and
then a gooscberry pie I thought about you the whole time and wished I
had cooked 1t for you. Dont be too disappointed with this letter darlnd,
I havnt time to really talk to you, bubt 1 will and give 1t you when I sce
you Iis boen a fearful rush to gel even this in, and I do hate io rush
when I'm talking to you, Au revowr darling for 4 more days I love you
such a lot—just as much—no more than you love Prm

Written on bhack of envelope—

Did you receive a pencil ship m letter to Marsedles

Exlubit 23
Envelope—Mr F DBywaters, .0, B M.B, * Mores,” Plymouth
[Postmark—London, B C., May 23, 1022, 3 p.m.|
8o it wasnt G.M.M.C.* it was CLA M C this time darlint, 1 was sur

*4 Good morning, mu Chore,” &e.
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prised I got 1t at 420 pm, Monday Also I managed to read your letters

I dont know how tho’ . you are wrong sbout the scent quite .
try and guess agam I dont use scent at home . . other people
smell 1t

Darlint, one day last weck I wenl to Frascuti to lunch and took one
hour and 10 minutes . . 1t was a fearful rash—it was a man that I
have known for years by sight bub never betler unfil a few wecks ago
the usual type of man darhnt that expoecls sume return foc a lunch.
However, that doesut matter, this 1 what T wanfed to tell you . . he
wanted to buy a box of chocolates and I said * [’d rather you didnt thank
you’

He—* Now what earthly difference 1s there in yuu acceptmng fromn me a
box of choeolates to a lunch.

I— Oh 1ts not that—its just that I dont hie chocolates ’

He—* Clood God, you're the first gl 1've ever heard rofuse chocolales
that she didnt have to pay ifor Are yon sure you donu blke them or is a
pose?’

Darlingest boy, what do you think of that? Can jou magmne me
posing espectally over chowolates  However ha cnded 1.p 1 buying me a poand
of  Marions Glace ’  Lluve you ever had thow, Lhey are chestuuts m syrop, I
reully did enjoy them

Now aboul your letiers 1 cant say f you are right or wrong
about Molly . I dont know her sufficiently to say and 1 do hate to
judge other people by appearances I'd much rather dismiss them from
my thoughts allogether L had alieady sent you 2 bouks to Plymouth
darlint, the only two I have tead sinee you've heen away . . 1'd like you
o read ‘‘ Bella Domua ”’ first you may lomn something from it to help us,
then you can read ‘ The frntful Vme "—when you are away. You say
you think, I think, you dont talk enough alwut houks and things to me.
Darlingost boy L'm not gomy to say anything b all about anything—I'm
Just gomg to be thankful for what I do reccive . . think to myseld

“I must not be impatient perhaps they wont always be crumbs.*
You bavnt read a book with the term ‘¢ Carissima > in . . ab least not
the bovk I have read 1t m. 1 do so much wonder if you will hke * The
Frwiful Vine,” and who you will liko n 1l---its quite differeat from anything
T have ever read before —Darlingest, you really must tell me all and every-
thing you think about the book wnd the characters and especindly the
motive . 1 do wanb {0 know so much. Your news aboul-from Bombay
—and wailing 111l nest trip, made mo feel very sad and downheurted—it will
be awful warting ull Lthat tune, 3 months will it bo—T cant wait . . . Yes,
Lean . . Iwll, Imut . . Ill make myself somehow . . Tl try
to be patient darhng. You talk about thal eagoe jou are in . . that's
how 1 feal . . only worse if 1t can be 80 . . bocause mino is a real
live cage with a keeper as woell . . to whom I bhuve to account every
day, every hour, every nunute nourly.

“ The fate of every man have we hound about his neck ** (I dont know
if I've gob it quile right—you can {oll me later on . . bLut the meaning is
right;

¥ I)Iu.ve we darhnt? have wo the fute of one—or we two halves I dont
Inow—I darent thmmk . . ils like muking sand pies at the sea-side . .
they always topple over. We havnt fixed up anything aboul Bournemouth
yet . . they are too expensive for Avis and him . . I doni care per-

197



Bywaters and Thompson.

sonally , . I'd sooner nul have a hohdoy . . I ieally lovking forward
with dread, not plessure . . I'll always be thinking fist of Shanklin
and then of our tumble down nook.

I'm gomg to post this now and rsk whather 1t geis to you in time,
wire me how many lettess you recerve—thoro should be two—then I should
have answered all yovrs darlinl and shani have to give you anythmg by
hand. I didnt lhike the 1dea . but thought that 1t would be force of

crcumstances I've yot n fesling mmmde me . . of smking . do you
hnow what its lilze 1ts a teeliny of great excitement . probable
excitemenl bat not positive Au reioi for such a short tame that will seem
so long hill rilnr Pripx

Exhibit 66.
[Cory TELEGRAM ]

Gffice of Ongin—Barlieau, Lencim City  Ohice Stamp—Thlbury, 6
June, 1922, Essex
Itanded m at 10.36 Received hie ¢ vt 1052

To--Bywaters, Steamer Moren, Tiibwy Doclk

Failed agam puthaps 5 o’clock to-right

Exlnbit 67
[Cory Tri ecmam )

Office of Ongta—Loncun, C T O Ofice Stamp—Tilbvry, 7 June, 1022,
Essex.
Handed mn at 1234  Recerved liere ab 12 15

To—Bywaters, Steamer Morea, Tilbury Docks,

Have already said not gomg 231 se~ you and talk siv

Ehi'al (8
[Cory WiLEaRAM |
Office of Geuyn—Loudon (i, & Office Stump—T.Ibury, ? June, 1922,
Essex.

Boatage assured
llanded in at 935 pm  Reccived hero at 10 a.m

To—Bywaters, Steamer Morea, Tilbury Dochs

Send evorything Fisher cure (i P O ¢ill Menday.
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Exhibit 24.
Envelope—Mr. F. Bywaters, P. & O. R.M.S. « Morea,” Marseilles, France.
[Postmark—TLondon, E.C., 13th June, '22, 4.30 p.m.]

Darlingest Boy,

T'm trying very hard—very very hard to B.B. I know my pal wants
me to.

On Thursday—he was on the ottoman at the foot of the bed and said
he was dying and wanted to—he had another heart attack—thro me.

Darlint I had to laugh at this because I knew it couldn’t be a heart
attack.

When he saw this had no effect on me—he got up and stormed—I said
exactly what you told me to and he replied that he knew thats what I
wanted and he wasnt going to give it to me—it would make things far too
easy for both of you (meaning you and me) especially for you he said.

He said hed been to 231 and been told you had said you were taking a
pal out and it was all a planned affair so was the last Thursday you were
home and also Tuesday of last weck at Fenchurch Street—he told them at
231 a pal of his saw us und by the description he gave of the man I was
with it was you.

. Thats an awful lie darlint because I told him I went to F 8t. for Mr.
Carlton and saw Booth and spoke to him and I asked him the next day if
Booth mentioned me and he said no—-nothing at all.

We’re both liars he says and you are making me worse and he’s going
to put a stop to all or any correspondence coming for me at 168. e said
““ Tts useless for you to deny he writes to you—because I know he does "'~
hence my wire to you regarding G.P.0,

He also says I told him I wrote to you asking you not to see me this
time—he knows very well I said last time—but I think he has really per-
suaded himself I said this time.

I rang Avig yesterday and she said he came down there in a rage and
told Dad everything~—about all the rows we have had over youn—but she
did not mention he said anything about the first real one on August lst—
g0 I suppose he kept that back to suit his own ends Dad said it was a diss
graceful thing that you should come between hushand and wife and I ought
to be ashamed. Darlint T told you this is how they would look at it--
they dont understand and they never will any of them. ;

Dad was going to talk to me Avis said—but I went down and nothing
whatever was said by any of them. I told Avis I shd tell them off if they
snid anything to me I didnt go whining to my people when he did things I
diﬂntﬁ approve of and I didnt expect him to—but however nothing was said
at all. )

Dad said to them * What & scandal if it should get in the papers” so
ovidently he suggested drastic measures to them.

On Friday night I said I was going to sleep in the little room—we had
a geuffle—he succeeded in getting into the little room and on to the bed-—
80 I went into the bathroom and stopped there for § an hr—he went down-
stairs then and I went into the little room quickly—Ilocked the door and
stopped there all night—I shd have continued to do so—but even a litile
thing like that Fate was against us—because Dad was over on Sat. and
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asked me if he could stay the night—suggested he should sleep with Aim
the big bed—but Dad would not hear of il—so sooner than make another
fugs—I gave 1n.

On Saturday he told me he was going to break me in somchow—I have
always had too much of my own way and he was a model husband—and in
future on 7'Jwrsdays the bedroom was to be cleaned out

He also told me he was going to be master and I was to be s mistress
and not half a dozen mens (s words) I dont exaclly know how to take
this—Darhat, do you know Awis said to me—NMiss M‘Donald saw you with
Freddy last week—of course I demed 1t—but she described my frock—any-
how it turned out to be on Wed —so of course 1t was all mght—but you sce—
we are seen and by people who know us and cant hold their tongues Avis
said she was upset because you had gone for good—she said she could hardly
realise 11 She alco smad that Ae said at 231 ““ I thought he was keen on
%%u (Avis)—but now I can see 1t was a blind to cover his infatuabion for

le ”

Darhnt 1its not an mfatuation is 1?  Tell me 1t 1snt

I dont think thores anything else heaps of httle things wete said that I
cant remember but you can judge what they were—becausc you know me
and Aum

Im winting a letter to Marseilles darlint—this 18 only a swmmary of
events

Exhibit 53.
Envelope—Mr F Bywateis, P & O RM S  Morea,’”’ Marseilles, France.
[Postinar—London, E C, 14 June, 1922 ]

Darlint Pal,

Ive come to lhe concluston that you and I do absolutely moid thinus
especially 1.

I never have a thought about having those letters sent 1o GPO 1
called there on Monday and was told that unless I could prove I was Mu., 7%
Tisher I couldnt have them

I thought, this 15 & devil of a mess and wondered what to do

Eventually I decided to have some cards printed (this cost e 6/0)
Cont laugh, darhnt and I also got Rosie to address an envelope Lo me at 168
mn the name of Fisher

The card and envelope I showed to the man at the GT'O toduy -
fortnnately 1t was a differeut man from yesterday Darlint I thiek 1
would be best to address all letters there until [ tell you otherwise, dout
you! The watch I received quile safely darlint—youn say n your letter
1t goes 10 minutes a day fast this 1snt rght 1s it? It should he sluw

Howover yesterday I took it back and they promused lo pub it m oracy
for me I shall probably send 1t to Sydney—is tlvs what you wish  Also
the cheque I received but not until today of course—I will t1y and ecanh 1t
tomorrow and let you know the result  In any case I will pui the money
on the Hunt Cup for you and for me The Oaks money has not heen pad
out—I dont think we shall get t—at all—Jmu tells me the man gol 7 days
for obstructing the Police and he (Jim) cant get hold of him now  Have
also sent what you asked me for—hope you gel 1t safely
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Darlingest boy, dont forget to answer the note I gave you on your
last night in England. IIl feel much happier if I know. Im so glad youre
not sorry this time, no Im not a bit. I really begin to feel that I am
doing something just a little for you—not exactly doing something for you
but giving you something—a part of me, for you and no one else—write
and tell me that not only are you not sorry this time but youre glad really

glad—because I am.

Mr. Carlton likes my hair cut—he noticed it, and told me so imme-
diately he saw me, I told you nobody but Lily did didnt I—do you? you
never said.

I wonder how my own pal is fecling—I'm feeling very blue myself—an
inactive sort of drifting feeling, that cant be described—I suppose its really
reaction—I longing to hear from you next Monday—I hope its a lot.

On our birthday you will be left Aden on your way to Bombay—you’ll
be thinking of a girl whose best pal you are in England wont you—Ill think
of you—all day every little minute—and keep on wishing you success as I
cant be—Perhaps you can and as you say you are still hoping darlint--
so shall I.  Time hangs so dreadfully and just because I want to work it
away we are not busy this week and are leaving at five. I suppose we shall
thro the Summer now. Darlint, how can you get ptomaine poisoning from
a tin of salmon? One of our boys Mother has died with it after heing
ill only three days.

One year ago today we went for that wemorable ride round the island
in the char-a-banc do you remember? Last night when I went to bed I
kissed you goodnight in my mind because that was the first time you kissed
me.

Darlint this month and next are full of remembrances—arnt they?

I went to 49 last night and sat and listened to ailments for about 2
hours—its awfully exhilerating especially when you feel blue. I also had
a small row with them.  He asked why Graham never came to see us and
I said ¢ Why do you asgk for him to come round when you know he’s not

~ allowed to.”

This led to words of course and I was told that neither his mother nor
his Father would tell him not to speak to me—my retort was that I knew
his Father would not but It would take more than any of them to convince
‘me his mother would not, and I wish to God I didnt have to go there—I1
feel really bad tempered when I come away.

I was taken faint in the t{rain this morning—I didnt quite go off
though—On Saturday Y’m going to see a Doctor, I think it is best that I
should—I dont like doing these silly things in public places—I've got my
costume home—it looks very nice-—Im ever so pleased with it—but I dont
want to wear it—I wish you could see me in it—what would you like me
to do?  Next week I’ll be writing to the other end of the world to you
darlint—I wish you didnt ever have to leave England, even if I didnt
ses you I should feel happier and safe because you would be near—but
the sea and Australia sounds years and years apart, I do so much want
my pal to talk to and confide in and my own man to lean upon some-
times. : ‘

Have just come from the Bank. They cashed the cheque for me after
a_difficulty—asked me if I was F. Bywaters—I thought it best to tell the

201



Bywaters and Thompson.

truth—as they might ask me to write signature, go 1 said, ‘‘ No.” ¢ Did
you endorse the back?” ¢ No "— Jusi write your name on this paper
please ”’ I did so, and they then asked me what authority I had from F.
Bywaters {o cash the cheque I had your letter with me—showed it them
—ond they paid out. So much for that incident—What a mess we do get
into!

I shall have to close now darhnl, goodbye until Sydney—I always
lovell my only Pal and I do love so much my own boy—think of this all
the {uae you are in Amnstralin—I shall be thinking of you and wishing you
war, with PEip1

VWritten m pencil on plain cnvelope

Varzy 1st
Statford 2d
Crupbemuore 3rd

Darlit,
We muct ¢ive vp Loise racing
We have lost between us-

3/~ each way Scamp
20/- ., .»  Montserrat
10/- ., .»  Pondoland
(26)
and won ubout 10/- on Crubenwnore on which I had 2/6 each way for luck.
T used £3. 10 O from cheque, 30/- from my own money and 20/- from
Derby winnings for the £6, so I have the £5 untouched
Don’t send me any more moncy please darlnt.
Goodbye and good Iuck

always, P
EIDI

Kxhiln 25
Envelope—Mr ¥ Bywaters, P & O RMS “ Moresa,” Syduey, Austraha
[Postmark—London, EC, June 20, 1922, 130 pm]

Darlingest Boy I Inow,

This time last year 1 had won the sweep utike for the Cold Cup, this
year I have lost £1. 10/- eh way Kings Idler and the result 18 Golden Myth
at 7 to 1, Flamboyant 20 to 1, and Ballyheron 8 to 1 I’m not going to
bet any more—even 1n horse racing the fales are agamst me.

You get into Marseilles tonight I wonder how yon’re fecling darlint,
very bh;e—-or not fecling anything at all—just drifting—its hard ocither way
isn’t 1t

I wish you had taken me with you darlint—I don’l, think I wall be
able to stay on herc all alone—there scems so much to contend with—so
long to “‘ dance ”* when you’d rather dic and all for no dofimte purpose Oh
g’ﬂlpack up now, I can’t talk cheerfully—so I shan’t 1alk at all goodmght

arhint.
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¥t’s Friday now, darlint nearly time to go, I am wondering if you
remember what your answer was to me mn reply to my * What's the
matter *’ tonight of last year.

I remember quile well—* You know what’s the meatler, I love you”

but you didn’t then darlint, becanse you do now and its different
now, isn’t it? From then onwards everything has gene wrong with our
lives—I don’t mean to say it was right before—at least mine wasn’t right—
but I was quite indifferent to it being either right or wrong and you darlint
—you hadn’t any of the troubles—or the worries you have now—you were
quite free m mind and body—and now through me you are nol—darlint I
am sorry I shouldn’t mind i I could feel thet some duy I should be able
to make up to you for all the unhappincss I have caused in your hie—but
1 can’t feel that darlint—I keep on saying to myself that “ it will—it shall
come right ’—but there is no conviction behind it—why can’t we see into
the futuve?

When you are not near darlint I wish we had taken the easiest way—I
suppose ib is because I can’t see you-—can't have you to hold me and talk to
me—bevause when you are in England I always wani to go on trying and
trying and not to give up—to see and feel you holding me—is to hope on,
and when I can’t have that I feel a coward. The days pass—no they
don’t pass, they just drag on and on and the cnd of all this migery and
unhappiness is no nearer in sight—is anything worth living for?

There are 2 halves in this world who want nothing on earth but to be
joined together and circumstiances persistently keep them apart—nothing
is fair—nothing is just—we can’t even live for ourselves—can we?

I suppose the week end will pass somehow —the only {hought that helps
is that you will talk to me on Monday.

Goodbye darlingest boy—I do wish you were here.

Its Monday now darliut, that day you came up and took me to lunch
at the Kings Hall do you remember?

Things are very quiet here and Mr. Carlton has taken 2 or 3 days off
this week. He told me he would come up abont Thursdny—to fix up the
outing on Saturday—that was the day last year that you and Avis came
to an understanding—I wonder if that's the right way to pat it.

Nothing happened over the week end darlint except that Dad came up
on Saturday and did not go home in the cvening. IVs becoming a regular
thing now—I wonder why?

When you are in Australin--durlint you will tell me all you do and
where you go—everything—I want to know.

I shall be in Bournemouth when you're in Australin think about me
darlingest boy—it won’t be the haliday I nnticipated will it? I certainly
shant learn to swim neither shall I be playing tennis it won’t be nice at
all—becanse I shan’t even be ahle to escape things and beings by going up
to town each day—but it’s one of those things that have to be gone thro
in thig life I lead and all the railings against it woa’t alter a tiny bit of it—
so I must dance thro somehow, Are you going to see Harold? if you do,
try and knock a bib of sense into him please darlint pour moi and write and
tell me what he is doing,—how is he gotling on—averything—he writes such
nonsense thab you can’t tell from a letter what he really is doing. He's
written to Daris Grafton and tells hor, he is sending over her passage money
and she is to come out and marry him--and o lot more of rot like that—
darlint I'm sure he’s not normal sometimes.
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See what my pal can do for me, pleasc

‘Won't you have & long time to wait for a letter from me this tune,
Darhnt? T have been looking at the mail caid and sce you do mot arrive
1 Australia untal July 22nd—I'm so sorry—I wish I could alford to cahle
you a long long letter to somewhere before Sydney, or hetter still, to be
able to phone to you and hear you say ‘Is that Peid1? ™

I went to see a doctur on Saturday be asked me lots of questivis—
could he examine me etc—I said no—then he said are you enciente? to which
I repled ¢“ No, I think not,” bui explamned to him how I felt Eveniually
he came to the conclusion that I have * chronic anema ’’—which will prob-
ably turn to pernicious anemia if I am not careful

I asked lum exactly what this was and he said, ‘“‘ all your blood every
drop turns to water.”

I also asked him if it was a usual thing for any one io have and he
said “ No " only much older people suffer with ii; as a cule—only younger
people, when they have had an accident and lost a lot of blood, have you
had one? he sad

I sad ‘ No ”—because 1t wasu’t really an accident and I didn’t want
1o tell lum everytlung—he might have wanled to see my hvshand.

But I expect thats whal has really cansed this anamis—Dbecuuse i 1st
an awful lot of blood.

The doctor says I must drink Burgundy wilth every meal—! glo ~2. o
day—I don’t know how I am going to do that—I hale the stuff

He has given me some medicine as well and a box of pills to be Luizen
until I am 11l

Darlint are you disappointed 1t 1s only thai? tell me please

I've just come back from getting the Masseillos Mual at the G.P O

‘What an utterly absurd thing to say to me “ Don’t be too disappomted

You can’t possibly know what 1t feels ke to want and wait each day—
overy litile hour—for something—something thal means ‘‘Iife’’ to yuu
and then not to gob 1t

You told me from Dover that you were gomg to talk to me for a
long time at Marseilles and now you put 1t off to Port Smid.

You force me to conclude that the Iife you lead away from Engl..d
—1s all absorbing that you havn’t {ime nor inclimation Lo remember Englind
or anything England holds.

There wore at least 5 days you could have talked v me aboul—if jou
only spared me 5 miutes out of each day Bul what 1 the use of we
saymg all this—l’s the same always—I'm never meant to have anythmg
I expect or want If I atn umjusi—I am sorry—but L ean’t feel anylhing
at preseni—only just as 1f I have had a blow on the head and 1 wn sluunerd
—the disappoiniment—mno, more than that—the utier despatr 18 {oo much
to bear—I would sooner go under today than anything.

All T can hope 1s, that you will never nover feel hle 1 do tod.y—
o’8 80 easy fo write ““‘iry to he brave’’ itz so much harder to ln so,
nobody knows—but those who iry to he—agnmnst such heavy odds.

It’s more to me than anylhing on tlus earth—to 1ead whai, you say to me
~—yon know this darlint, why do you fail me? What encouragement is it
to go on hving and wwting and waibing
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Perhaps I ought not to have written this—perhaps 1 ought to have
igrored having a scrap only, altogether—but how I feel and what I think
I must tell you always

Darlint I hope you will never never never feel us miserable as

Pemr.
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Envaope—Me F Bywalan, 2 & O R M8, * Morea,” Freemandlo,
Australi

[ Postmarl.~ London, B.C | 4 July, 1022 |

Darln sl Boy/

First of all last Snnday weel o ludy 1 dont huow her name--we all
cull hee 2 jam pots hugh” asbed after—* tht mee carly hended boy.”
We et hor in Iford m the evanng—1 smd when L last saw you—jou were
quite well T wasn’t hy mysell Darlint—he was with me

1 foli quite joudous that she should remember you all this time, Then
Iust Wednesday 1 met your mother and she eut me L wasn’t prepared for
1t arther—I saw her coming {owards me and thought ** ag she spoke to me
last time we met that there s no reason why she shouldn't this time,”  And
as she came up T just wnuled, bowed, said * How do yon do --she jusl
took vo notice whatever aml walhed on 1 cwd’t evplain how I feli~—1
think T wanted to hil her more than anything-- things grot worse and worse
—mstead of juct a tiny it belter each day

On Thueday afternoon 1 went to the G PP O, for the Port Said Mal
and encountered the first man that I saw before—he handed me o rogistered
envelops from you (which eontained the garters—thank yon wvery much
darhint) and told me 1f T had an address w London I eouldn’t have leiters
addressed to the (LP.0.—T told hun L hadn’t—Dbut I dont think he heheved
me anyway he didni give me your Port Smd lotior and 1 hadnt the pationce
tu overcome (or try to) his bad temper.

T wenl agan on Mouday and got 1 a different man wus on duty—when
1 read 1t—T didnt feel very satisfied darlint b didn’t scom worth wailing
all that time for—24 days—howover T wont talk about, it—you ought to know
by now how I feel about those things.
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In one part of 1t you ne, you are yomy w stiil wrie: bo rie becauwe
1t will holp, m another parv you say—* Lerhaps § shoal wrie to you f{rom
some ports—bocause I wanl lo help Joa” I aont vrdusl ud—T iy lo—
but T evni—~reslly 1 cuav dnilind—my head achcs—sch s wilk tunking
somalimes

Last Friday last yoar—we weat to :ce  Romaace "—then e were puls
and this year wo svean no iunsther advanced

Why arnt you sendiny e somcethimg—I wrnted you to—you never do
what 1 ask you darlmt—you still have your own wuy always—If 1 dewt
mmd the sk why should yeu? whatever happens canl be any wcie than
this existence—lonking forward to nothing and gummyg only ashes and dust
and Ditteiness

T'm not gomng io ask dud aboul you at all—I nol going to say anythmg
to anybody—they can all tlnk the worst of me tht 13 possble—f am quite
wmdufferent

ILiss Prios 15 on holiday und the only pustme m ths world that s 3 ce
to me 18 Mr Cnxlton—I have had 2 hall' dags off and wn havmy anoooe
to-morrow afternoon—all thus time off mates we thmk of lnal yewr—wien
you were with me—rushing home io see jou

I’ve had a brandy and soda some mormngs—about 11-30 and a lwulf
bollle of champuyne botween us—other wornings wnd L Leun such a lev of
things that are mteresting tou

This moyming on the station I suw Molly—Lilhing asd laughing wub
Mr Derry—in case yon dont remember the name—it’s the litile man m
the “ White Horse

I've never seen her talk to hun befurs altho rhe has pused me on the
platform talking to hum n>voral times (me tnlking to lum T mean) I bowed
—su1d good mornmng to hum as I passed and have smee been wondering if
they have told each other what they know about me.

Never mind, a httle wre bad fechny cont hwi—there 1 such o It nf
1t to contend wilh will you tell me if youd rather T didnt wni.o‘;

xing
Have you studied ‘‘ Bichlonide of Mercury ™'?

231 Shakespesre Cressenw,
Manor Purk, K 12,
June (3th 15

Dr. Fred,

I have just received a letter from my sister m Melbourne she enclosss
a Jetler vecewved from Harold i which ho says he hws got a job m the
“Elito Cafe” 85 Aclland Sir. St. Kilda, Melbourne, he has just been
working there for a week at the fime of ewriting and has got £2 a
week with bLoerd aud lodgme so he ought nol 1o w 't for mueh, he
works from 9 a.m, to ! pm thon he 15 off duty Lill 6 pw. he then goes
on agawn from 6 111l 10 p m according o this he has plenty of time to come
down to your ship and get hold of the bag sp might X suggest you write
him from Freomanile and tell him to come along and see you and get the
bay, this would avoid having to nend 1, to Box ILill bhut I'll leave it Lo you
tn make the best arrangement you can, and I’ve no doubi yon will. Well
now what of the voyage so far, aro you comfortablo and a full ship, and
does there scem a prospect of making say half a fortune this trip. 1 tiope
you will be successful and do yourself a real bit of good this irip as it is o
longg?:e, and thui nexi tme we meeb you will be able 1o roport progress.
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Well, I dont think I’ve much more news to tell you.
So will conclude with best wishes from us all for your health and
prosperity, and again thanking you.
I am,
Yours ete.
W. E. Gravpon,

Exhibit &2,
Envelope—Mr. F. Bywaters, P. & 0. R.M.S. < Morew,” Colombo.

[Postmark—London, W.1., July 14, 1922, 7.15 p.m.]

Darlingest boy—you worry e so much-—whal do you mean youa say
“I want to be in England to look after you.” I can understand that and
I want you to be here also—but you then say I want you to look after
me too . . . . Whats the matter darlint, are you ill? is any-
thing the matter that I could help you in at all. T do believe youve been
ill-—oh darlint why are you such miles away—why arent we together—so
that I could help you. Would you like » pillow? the pillow that only Peidie
can give you—Id love to have you here now so that I could give it you.
Do tell me whats the matter darlingest boy—I shall worry and worry all the
time until you write and tell me. Its Thursday and Ive just come from
the G.P.0. with the Aden mail. Isnt it late this time darlint it’s usually
in on a Monday or at latest Tuesday. However Ive gobt it and thats all
that really matters Darlingest boy didnt 1 say a long time ago * Dont trust
Dan.”’ Of course I didnt mean that in the sense yon have told me he
couldnt be trusted in but my instinct was right wasnt it? You will be careful
wont you darlint pour moi? I dont want to ever know or think that
my own boy is in any predicament of that sort——because Ill be too far
away to help wont 1?7 The thought of anything like that makes my blood
cold—Ill be always worrying.  Im writing this letter rather early to
Colombo—becanse Im going away tomorrow and I shant have an oppor-
tunity of writing to you again for a fortnight. Perhaps I could manage a
letter card tho anyway you'll understand wont you darlint pal? I dont
mind a bit pencil as long as its words on paper——it doesn’t matter-——
because they’re what you say and think and do——a letter darlint is like
food only you have food everyday to keep you alive and I have a letter
“every how many days? 14 sometimes and I have to keep alive on that
all that time. About Bella Donna~-no I dont agree with you about her
~darlint—I hate her———hate to think of her——I dont think other people
. made her what she was—that sensual pleasure loving greedy Bella Donna
was always there. If she had originally been different—a good man like
Nigel would have altered her darlint—she never knew what it was to be
denied anything—she never knew *‘ goodness’’ a8 you and I know it—she
was never interested in a good man-——or any man unless he could appease
her sensual nature. I don’t think she could have been happy with nothing
- ~-oxcept Baroudi on a desert island she liked—no loved and lived for his
-money or what it could give her—the luxury of his yacht the secrecy with
- which he acted all bought with his money—that’s what she liked.
.. Yen she was clever—I admire the cleverness—but she was cunning
]hhare ig a difference darlint, I don't admire that—I certainly don’t think
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she would ever have killed Nigel with her hands—she would have been
found out—she didn’t like that did she? being found out—it was that secret
cunning 1 Baroudi that she admired so much—the cunning that matched
her own.

If she had loved Baroud: enough she could have gone to him—bul she
hiked the security of bemg Nigel’s wite—for the munelary assets 1t held

She doesn’t seem a woman t0 me—she seems abnormal—us monster
utterly selfish and self liting

Darhnt this 1s where we differ about women.

I usually stand up for them against you and in this case 1ts the reverso
but honestly darhnt I dont call her a wouan—she 15 absolutely unnatural
In every sense

You do say silly thumgs to me—*try a little bit every day mot to
think about me '—doesn’t thal ‘ trying * ever make 1t worse—it does for me
always

Aboui the ‘age’ passages m *‘The Fruitful Vine *—I marked them
because as I read they siruck me as concernmg you and I

Darlint I didn’t do 1t with malice every passage wn any book I read
that strikes me as concerning 2 pals I mark—it doesn’t mailer what they
are about

I hadn’t mentioned the subject any morc had T?

My veriest own lover I always think aboul the ¢ difference ° when I'm
with you and when I'm sway somelimes when L'm happy for a little while
I forget—but I always remember very soon—perhaps some hitle thimg
that you mught say or do when we're together reminds me  Sometimes I
think and think unti] my bramn goes vound and round ¢ Shall I always
be able to keep you® 8 years 18 such a long time—it’s not now—it’s later
—when I'm *Joan’ and you'te not grown old emnough to be ° Darby.’
When you'va got something that you’ve never had before and someihing
that you're so happy to havo found—you're always afraid of 1t flymng
away—that’s how I feel about your love

Don’t ever iake your love away from me darlint—I never want to lose
1t and live

IE 1t gets less and gradually fades away—don’t let me live to feel with-
out 1t It feels a higger fuller greater love that 1 have for my own and
only lover now P

Exhibit 63
Envelope—M: ¥ Dywaters, PO.,, RMS * Morea,” Port Sad
[1id. stanp—London, EC, Aug 28, 615 pm, 1922

, Darlingest boy, today 1s the 27th and 1its on a Sunday, so L am wnting
this in tho bathroom, L always lke to send you greelngs on the day—not
the day before or the day after.

Fourteen whole months have gone by now, darlint, its so ierribly
lgng. . Neither you nor I thought we should bave to wail all thai long
time did we? although I said I would wait 5 years—and I will darlint—
its only 3 years and ten months now,
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Many happy returns and good lvek darlingest boy—I cant wish you
any more can 1? every day I say ‘ Good luck to my Pal’ to mysell?f.
BIDI.

Exhibit 54.
Envelope—Mr. F. Bywaters, P & 0. R M.S. “ Morea,”” Marseilles, France.
[Postmark—London, E.C., Sept. 12, 1922, 530 p.m.]

Darlint, Pal,

I've got nothing to talk to you about—I can’t think aboul anything
at all—I can't even look forward to seeing you. Now you are nearing
England—I keep contrasting this home coming with the previous ones. I
have been buoyed up with hope, bubbling with excitement Just existing
with an intense strung up feeling of seeing you and feeling you holding me
in your two arms so tightly that it hurts but this time everything seems
different. I don’t hear from you much you don't talk to me by letter and
help me and I don’t even know 1f I am going to see you.

Darlint, I'm an awful little beast I know—I don’t want io be either
—but I feel so hopeless—just drifting—but if you say ‘No I won’t see
you’ then it shall be go, I'm quile reconciled to whatever verdict you send
forth and shall say to myselt ‘It is for the best it must be so.’

Darlint you do love me still tho’ don’t you? and you will go on loving
me even if we don’t meet. Things here are going smoothly with me—I am
giving all—and accepting everything and I think am looked upon as ¢ The
Dutiful Wife * whose spirit is at last bent to the will of her husband.’

This isn’t sarcasm or cynicism its exactly how I fecl. I had a little
letter from you—by what you said it was written on the 28th of July
Ive had nothing—further there are heaps and heaps of questions in my
letters to you.

I wonder if you will answer them, or are they already dismissed? On
Saturday I was so ill. I bhad to stop away—its not very ofien I give in
so much as stopping away from business but on Saturday I really had to
I'm quite alright now tho’ darlint.

I don't think I told you I bought a fur coal—ut least part of it. It
was 27 gns. and I had £13 saved up—so I borrowed £15 from the account
and am paying it back at £1 per week—the debt is only £10 now.

Also I've had to fall back on wearing lace shoes—no don’t make a face
darlint, they are rather nice omes—I wanted grey and could get nothing at
all in my usual style—only with one or two straps across—and I dom’t
like these—even if they hid my foot I shouldn’t—they look loud, so I
bought lace ones, only to wear with cloth clothes tho’' darlint—not with
pilk,

Yesterday you were at Suez—I suppose yon got my Port Said letters
there and on Friday or Baturday, you will get these~I think the mail
facilities favour you more than me darlint.

Darlingest pal—do let me hear an awful lot from you next week—I'm
just existing now—I shall live then.

Darlingest, only lover of mine—try to eheer me up.

Paror,
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Exhibit 28
Envelope—unaddressed
(After 19th Sept 1022)

I thmk I'm fearfully disappointed about you not getting mn on Friday
darlint  I’d been planming to get off early—rush to I[lford and do the
shopping and rush up to meet you—having had my hair washed 1n the
luncheon hour mstead of at might—as I should have said and now all that is
no use—so I shant have my harr washed—it must wail until the next
Friday—that will mean an extra hour with you—do you mind me lfavi.ng
a dirty head for a week darlint—its very very dirty. I've been hanging 1t
out especially for now.

Why are you so late this time—oh I hate this journey, I hate Austraha
and everything connected with it—it will be 109 days since Ive seen you—
and you didat answer my question aboul China and Japan nexi tume. I
suppose 1t 1s Tight—or you would have told me—t will be worse then

I was surprised about you gomng home this time darhini—so surprised
I couldnt believe I had read rightly at first

You ask me 1f Im glad or sorry—darhnt I dont know how I feel about
1t—Im glad for you darhnt—because you know I always felt responsible
for the break, I dont think Im glad for myself tho’, I think I'm harbouring
just a small petty feeling of resentment against them—I've tried so hard
not to—and I think I didnt at first, and its only just this last time

You say you have reasons darlint I dont know them and you doni tell
me them—so I cant be influenced by them one way or the other Tell me
them—it’ll help darlingest You say you suppose you deserve the Sydney
letter—didnt you gel 2 darlnt—I was sorry as soon as I had posted the
first. I do hope you got the 2nd.

Darhingest boy—pal—you’re horrid to be cross about the Turkish Delight
—you are really—I'm sorry I wrote that—but just think darlint—you kaow
that is what everyone else would have said or thought and I'm mixed up
with all the “ everyones ’ so much that I forgol at the moment, thai I
was talking to someone different If you are still cross—soften a wee
teeny bit and forgive Peidi and try and accept her excuse for erring Darlint
—you know ‘‘to err 1s human, to forgive divine,”” and Im certamly not
gomng to even hazard a guess why you are not bringing any dehght or
cigarettes this time, in case I err agaln or am misunderstood. Please tell
me I think I must have been rcading ‘ The Firmng Line’ at the same
time as you—I finished 1t last Sunday Why didn’t you lLike it as well as
the others darlnt?

I hked t—but I liked the villain as they call him, too, Louis Malcourt.

I've read 1t before—ages and ages ago only I was stuck for something
decent to read and asked Avis to bring along something belonging to me
that they had at 231—she brought that

I've read “ Monte Christo”” darlint—but neither of the others you
mention.

You're gomg to get me some books this time aren't you? please

Darlingest boy—I don't quite undersiand yon about ¢ Pals.’ You gay
‘Can we be Pals only, Peidi, it will make 1t easier.’
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Do you mean for always? because if you do, No, no, a thousand times.
We can't be ¢ pals’ only for always darlint—its impossible physically and
mentally.

LaZt time we had a long talk—I said, ‘‘ Go away this time and forget
all about me, forget you ever knew me, it will be easier—and better for

ou.”
v Do you remember—and you refused, so now I'm refusing darlint—it
must be still ¢ the hope of all’ or ‘the finish of all.”

If you still only mean for a certain time and you think it best, darlint
it shall be so—I don’t see how it will be easier myself—but it shall be as
you say and wish, we won’t be our natural selves tho’ I know—we’ll be
putting a kerb on ourselves the whole time—like an iron band that wor’t
expand. Please don’t let what I have written deter you from any
decision darlint—I doa’t want to do that—truly I'd like to do what you
think best.

I don't sleep much better now—the nights seem so long—I sleep for an
hour and lie awake for 2 and go to sleep again for another hour—right thro’
the night.

A doctor cant do me any good darlint—no good at all—even the most
clever in the land—unless that doctor is you and it cant be, so Im not
going to waste any more moaey on them. I want you for my doctor—my
pal—my lover—my everything—just all and the whole world would be
changed. Im very anxious to know about missing the ship at Sydney.
I heard about it from Avis lasi night—she said ‘Oh I suppose he was
drunk.” Darlint, thats a lie isn’t it—you promised me once that it would
never be ‘too much.’ Im worrying about it——231 have made me worry—
by putting things into my head.

Send my letters to 168 as before darlint—I'Il rigk it and I have & diffi-
culty in getting them at the G.P.0. The Marseilles letter was marked all
over ‘‘ Not known ” and initialed about 5 times, I think, and they always
question me closely as to not having a permanent address. I'll expect a
letter on Monday morning at 168.

Im not very keen on the sound of ‘ I went home to my cousin’s every
night—quile domesticated.” It sounds like a sneer—I wonder if you did
sneer when you wrote it.

Now about that Wednesday I mentiomed—Im disappointed. I thought
you told me you'd never forget ‘‘ Dont spoil it ” and yet you can remember
a trivial incident like that. Monday when I was with Harry Penton.
. Do you remember now!? taking me to a quick lunch at Evans aod coming

into 168 and then meeting your Mother up West snd then ringing me and
asking me what I was doing that evening—and I was going to tea at
The Waldorf. You went and slept at Norwood that night and didn’t
come back to me until the Friday. You sound very despondent when
you say about ‘° Time passes and with it some of the pain—Fate ordained
our lot to be hard.”  Does some of the pain you feel pass with time?
Perhaps it does—things seem so much essier to forget with a man—his
eovironment is always different—but with a woman its always the same.

Darlint my pain gets less and less bearable—it hurts more and more
avpx? ga.{;g, every ho;xlr really, "

¢ Other ways only involve the ing of you and I, Peidi, nobod
deserves anything more than I do.” partiog of yo ' ’ - v
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I don’t understand this part—try and explain to me please—have you
lost heart and given up hope? tell me 1f you have darlint—don’t bear il all
alone.

Darlingest, about you bemg unnaiural—I don’t know—I don’t think
its unnatural to give something without wanting to receive in return—I
never did—but I think at one time—you would have thought so

From the way your acquainiances argue—they are judging you from
how they kmow you, I think, but I know quite a different boy from them—
he’s a pal—not an ordinary sensual sort of creature made in the usual
mould of men

Let them know you as they like darlinl—Im selfish enough o want to
be the only one who really knows her pal

I thimk I must be fearfully dense—also my memory has left nie 1
the lurch—becanse I dont understand whal you mean by your question
¢ Peid1 do you think you could live with a replica—you once smd No **

When did I say it and what do you mean—what docs the question
refer to? Its a puzzle to me darhni, but I accept the rebuff my memory
has given me and hope you will overlook this omission

Darlint that’s the worst of saymng something ‘“1s always good ’—it
invanably lets you down after tlus slatement

Please explain

Now I'm gomng to be cross—Dont bully me—L never said or even sug-
gested that I should cultivate the Regent Palace Hotel and there wus no
need whatever for you to have hurled forth thal edict and then underhned
it. Ask to be forgiven—you bully! (darlint pal)

No, I dont think the man who mistook me tor ““ Romance * was decont
darlint, but [ do think he was quite genuine m mistaking me, I dont think
it was a ruse on his part.

Yes, daxhnt you are jealous of Awm—bul I want you to be—he has the
right by law to all that you have the right to by nature and love—yes
darlint be jealous, so much that you will do something desperate.

Ive not sent a wire to Plymouth to you—Ive changed my mind—I see
you left Gibraltar on the 19th and perhaps you will got 1n Saturday mormng
—ihen I shall send you a wire to Tibury io meel me in the afiernoon—if
its at all possible for you

Before I finish up this letter lve got a confession to make. Darlingest
about the watch—I didnt send it to Plymouth—purposely.

I felt that you were not going to come and ses me this time and ihe
feeling was awful—horrid, and I felt that if you rofused I couldnt make you.

And then I was tempted—I thought, * Yes I can make him—I wont
;ext:dh h:s watch—I’ll tell him if he wants 1t—he’s to come to 168 and

etch 1

Darlint, was 1t small? if it was, real big love must make people think

of small things, because real, big love made Popr.

Exhibit 55.

Darlint Pal, please try and use—pour moi, and dont buy a pouch, je
vais, pour vous—one of these days.
(ad) Prror—
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Exhibit 55a
Extract from Daly Sketch, 20th September, 1922, page 2, cclumn 4.

‘With headnote—
** Chucken Broth Death
“ Rat Poison Consumed by Fowl Kills Womzen *’

The report states—

¢ That death was due to consuming broth made from a chicken which
had eaten powson, contaiming a rat virus, was the medical explanation at the
resumed inquest at Shoreditch yesterday on Mrs, Sarah Feldman (34) of
Reliance Square, Horton *

E-hibiis 47 and 48
[ TeLruraMm |

Office of Origm—T.ondon City, 8 Office Siunp—1Tdbury  Kusex, 22
Sep 22.
Tlanded in at 9.28 Receriad hers at 9 48,

To—Reply Paid Bywalers Steamer Mores, Tibury Dock
Can you mect Peid: Broadway 4 p m.

Invelope addressed—By waters, «+ ““ Morea.”” Reply Id,

I tbits 58 and £9.
L'TeLscranm ]

Office of Ongin—London City, §. Office Stamp—Tilbury, Essex, 25
Sep 22,
Handed 1 al 103 am Received here at 10.16 a m,

To—Bywalers, Steamer Morea, Tilbury Docks.
Must catch 549 Fenchurch Reply 1if can manage.

———

Wshikat 9.
[Orbyr. ]

From Carlton and Prior,
168 Aldersgaie Struof,
Y.ondon, E.C.1.
Suptember 30, 1922.
Come in for me in } an hour.
Puinr.
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Exhibit 60
Plam envelope.

Darlingest lover of mine, thank you, thank yom, oh thank you a
thousand times for Friday—it was lovely—its always lovely 1o go oul
with you

And then Saturday—yes I did focl happy—I didn’t think a teeny bit
about anythmng m this world, except bemmg with you—and all Saturday
evening I was thinking about you—I was just with you in a big arm chair
m front of a great hig fire feehng all the tame how much I had won-—cos
I have darlint, won such a lot—it feels such a great big thing to me some-
times—that I can’l breathe

When you are away and I see girls with men walking along together
—perhaps they are acknowledged sweethearts—they look so ordinary then
I feel pround—so proud to think and feel that you are my lover and even
tho’ not acknowledged I can still hold you—just with a iy ‘ hope.’

Darlint, we’ve said we’ll always be Pals haven’t we, shall we say we’ll
always be lovers—even tho’ secret omes, or 1s 1t (this great big love) a thing
we can’t control—dare we say that—I think I will dare Yes I wall ‘ I’ll
always love you ’—if you are dead—if you have lett me even il you don’t
stall love me, I always shall you

Yoar love to me is new, it 1s something different, 1t 18 my Ihfe and 1f
things should go badly with us, I shall always have {his past year to look
back upon and feel that ¢ Then I hved ’ I never did before and I never shall

ain
* Darlingest lover, what happened last mght? I don’t know myself [
only know how I felt—no not really how I felt but how I could feel—if
time apd circamstances were different.

I{ seems like a great welling up of love—of feehing—of inertia, just as
if I am wax 1 your hands—to do with as you will and I feel that if you
do as you wish I shall be happy, ils physical purely and I can’t really
describe 1t—but you will understand darhini wont you? You said you
knew 1t would be like this one day—if 1t hadn’t would you have been
d:llsappomted. Darlingest when you are rough, I go dead—iry not to be
please.

The book is lovely—it’s going to be sad darlmi tho’, why ean’t life go
on happy always?

I hike Clarie—sle 1s so natural so unworldly

Why ar'nl you an artist and I as she 1s—I fecl when I am reading
frightfully jealous of her—its a picture darlint, just how I did once picture
that little flat in Chelsea—why can’t ho go on loving her always—why are
men different—I am right when I say that love to a man 18 a thing apart
from lus life—bui to a woman 1t is her whole existence

I tried so hard io find a way out of tonight darlmgest but he was
suspicious and stall is—I suppose we musi make a study of this deceit for
somo time longer. I hate it I hate every hie I have to tell to see you—
because lies seem such small mean things {o altain such an object as ours. We
ought to be able to use great big things for great big love like ours, I'd
love to be able to eay ‘I'm gomng to see my lover tonmight.’ IE I did he
would prevent me—there would be scenes and he would come to 168 and
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mterfere and I couldn’t bear that—I could be beaten all over al home and
still be defiant—but ai, 168 1t’s dafferent It’s my living—you wouldn’t
let me live on him would you and I shouldn’t want to—darlint its funds
that are our stumbling block—until we have those we can do nothing.
Darhingest find me a job abroad I'Il go tomorrow and not say I was gong
to a soul and not have one lttle regret I said I wouldn’t think—that I'd
try to forget—circumstances—Pal, help me to forget again—I have succeeded
up to now—but its thinking of tonight and tomorrow when I can’t see you
and feel you holding me

Darlint—do something tomorrow might will you? something to make
you forget I’ll be hurt I know, but I want vou to hurt me—I do really—
the bargain now, secems so one sided—so unfair—but how can I alter 1t?

About the wutch—I didn’t think you thought more of that—how can I
explain what I did feol? I felt that we had parted—you weren’t gong to
see mo—I had given you somnething to remund you of me and I had pur-
posely retained 1t If I satd ‘‘cowme for 1t” you would—but only the
once and 1t would be as a pul, hecause you would want me so badly ai times
—that the walch would help you not to fecl so hadly and 1f you hudn’t
got 1l—the feeling would be so greal—1i would conquer you agamst yoar wall.

Darlmt do I flatter myself when I think you think more of tho watch
than of anything else That wasn't & present—thol wos somcthing you
asked me to give you—when we decided to be pals u soit of vealing of the
compach 1 couldn’t afford 1t then, bub mmediately 1 could 1 4id Do
you remember when und where we waio when you asked me fuir 1Y If you
do tell me, 1f you don’t, forget I asked,

Ilow I thought you would feel about the watch, L would feel about
something [ have

It 180’t mine, but it belongs to us and unless we were differently situated
than we are now, 1 would follow you everywhere—until you gave it to me
back

He’s still woll—he's gomng to guze all day long at you m your temporary
home—after Wednesday.

Dor’l forget what we talked m the Tea Room, I'll still risk and try

if you will—we only have 3% yoars left, darlingest.
Try & help
Prior.

Exhihit 10
[rvER.]
Mom Carlton andd rior,
168 Aldorsgate Sireet,
Fondon, K C.1
-—-19

Wauit till one he's come,
PEIbIL
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Exhibit 64.
Plain envelope.

Darlingest boy, thank you—

I know what you say is really true, but darlint it does feel rometimes
that we are drifting. Don’t you ever feel like that—and 1t hurts so—of ever
so much

Yes, we are both going to fight untill we win—darlint, fight hard, m
real earnest—youn are gomg to help me first and then I am going to help
you and when you have done your share and I have done mme we shall
have given to each other what we both ‘¢ desire most in this woild ” our-
gelves, isn’t this right, but darlnt don’t fail in your share of the bargain,
becanse I am helpless without your help—jyou undersiand

Darlint, this is the one instance 1n which I cannot stand alone I cannot
help myself (at first}—the one instance when I want a man to lean on
and that one man 18 and can only—always—be youn

Please, please darlint take me seriously—I want you to—I wanted you to
before and you didn’t. Tell me when you see mo next time that you will
darlint, for certain, remember Perdr 18 relymg on you and you undersiand
me and know I mean what L say and tell me you know I wont fail or shirk
when the time or opporiunity comes.

Darlint you say you are looking forward to Thursday night, is this
really true? somehow I feel it isnt, I have done e¢ver since the 9th and
when I think about 1t I feel more so about it. You have not asked me
all the time you’ve been home to go with you—except to a dance—which
I refused—because I want to wait for that time—thut frst dance until 1t
will be a real pleasure, without any pam and il <an't be just now durlnt
can it? and when you said you’d take me to lunch and then didn’t comu and
P'm wondering—I can’t help 1t darlint if Ive done right in asking you to
take me out. And apart from this feeling that I have, there 1s that ever
present question of money—darlint you've mever told me this time onco
about money—what you had and what you spent and I felt huri~horribly
darlint, cspecially about the smit—last time you told me about the eoat—but
not this time—why the difference darlnt?

And as I haven’t any money to give you, at least not much and perhaps
you havn’t any I wish you weren’t going to take me oui darlint and even
now its not too late—if you’d only tell me, be qurle frank aboul it darlini,
I'll understand—surely you know I will I didn’t intend to mention this
darhnt, but neither you nor I must harbour thoughfs ihat cach other
doesn’t know, musl we, we must be ome in thoughts and wishes and
actions always darlmt, so I have. Please understand how I feel and

know I love you. Ppror,
Exhibit 14.
Penmsular & Orient Stesm Navigation Company.
8.8 Morea.
Bombay,

1st Docember, 1821.
Dear Edie,

Do you remember last Xmas you wrote to me wishing me all the best.
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I never wrote you so this year I'm going to make sure of 1t, I want to wish
you all that you can wish yourself I know all those wishes of yours will
run into a deuce of a lol of monecy  Such items as fur coats, cars and
champagne, will be very promineni on the list—anyhow, good health and I
hope you get it Have a very 1cal good iime, the best thal 1s posmble.
I shall be about 2 days this side of Suez. Never mind I will have a dunk
with you  Once morc ithe very very best at Xmas and always
Younrs very Smncarcly,
SREDDY

E.nht 39
Coune

Darling Peidi Mia,

Tonight was mmpulse—natural--I couldnt :csist- I had to hold you
darhng Litle sweetheart of mme—darhnt § was afraid—1 thought you were
going to refuse to kiss me—darlint hitle girl—1 love you =0 much and the
only way 1 can control myself is by nol -ceing you and 1I'm noiu going to
do that. Darhnt Peidi Miw—L mu't have you—I1 love yvou darlint—logic and
what others call Teason do nol enter mto our lives, wnd wlere two halves
are concerned, I had no intention darliat of doing that—1t jusi happened
thats all—I'm glad now chere—darlint when you suggested the oceuped
carrage, I didn’t want to go in il—did you tinnk that perhaps I did--so
that there would have heen no opportenidy for me, {o hreak the conditions
that I had stipulaled—darlint 1 felt quite confident thut I would be able to
keep my feelngs down—I was wrong Peidr I was reckoning on will
power over ordmary forees - but L war fighting what? not ordinary forees -
nothing was fighting the whole of me  Padi you are my magnet -1 cannot
remst darlint—you draw me fo you now and always, I shull never be able
to see you and remam impassive  Dubut Perlt Min Tdol mine--I love
you—always—always Ma Chere  Last night when [ vead yowr gquestions
[ didn't know bow to answer them—I have now Peidi?

Darlint L dont think L can talk asbout other thiags tonight--T want lo
hold you so ughtly ['m going to tomght in my sleep. Bou Nuit Ma
Petite, cherchez bien pour vofre FaroDY.

dxhihit, 31

Peidi Darlint.

Sonday evening, Everybody is out und now 1 can {alk to you. I
wonder what you are doing now my own little gl | hope that Bill has
not been the cause of any further unpleasnntnelis darlint Darhnt httle girl
do you rememher saying “the hope for alll” “Or the finish
of all.” Padi the fimsh of all seems torvible even {o «on-
iemplute. What darlint would i be m  prictice? Peidi  Mia
1 love you more and more every day--it grows darlint and will keep
on growing. Darlint in tho park—our Park on Suturday, you were my
“ litlle devil —1 wus happy then Paidi--were you? 1 wasn’t thinking of
other things—only you darlint- -you was my entire world--] love you so
much my Peidi~I mustnt ever think of loring you, durlint if I was a pocl I
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could write volumes—but I not—1I suppose at the most Ive only spoken ahout
2 dozen words today I dont try not to speak—but I have no wish to—Im
not spoken to much so have no rephes to make

. Darlint about the watch—I never really answered your question—I only
said I wasnt cross I cant understand you thinking that the watch would
draw me to you—where you yourself wouldnt—s that what you meant
darlint or have I misunderstood you The way you have written looks to
me as though you think that 1 think more of the watch than I do of you
darlint—Tell me Peid: Mia that I misunderstood your meanimng

Darlmi Perdi Mia—I do remember you coming to me 1 the httle room
and I thiok I understand what 1t cost you—a loi morce then darhni than It
could ever now. Whan I think aboub that I think how nearly we came to
be parted for ever,—if you had not forferted your pride darhini I dont think
there would ever have been yesterday or tomorrow

My darhint darhint Little girl 1 Jove yon wore than I will ever be able to
show you Darlint you are the contre—the world goes on 1ound you, but you
ever remain my world—the other part some things arve essential—others ure
on the outskuts and sometimes so far rewoved from my mind that they
seem non existent Darlmg Peid: Mia—IL answered the question about the
word ¢‘ Idle” on Saturday—! never mentioned 1t

Yes darhint—I remember you bewng asked 1f yon had found * The great
lover ”  Ti was when you sang “ A Tumble Down Nook ”

What have I found dmlni? Tho darlingest Dittle sweetheart girl m
the whole world and “The Only Pal” Now dmlnt pal—Im anxious
about Avis—I hope you have found ont all there 13 1o know of the other
night—T want you to tell me  Supposing she did stay with some fellow
and she tells you and asks you not to tell anybody-—are you gomg to tell
me Peidi?

Darlint I'm enclosing a sip for vou for the baoks in cate 1 am unable
10 gol them myselfi—also will you get the ‘° Tempting of Paul Chester ”
Alice and Claude Askew. There is 13/- 1o pay on the others—but darliut
1 hope t» be able to get them myself, also and principally T want to drink
Beaune with yon.

Good night now darhingest—dearest little sweethenrt and big pal

Fryooy
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Letters from Edith Thompson not put in Evidence at the Triel.

Envelope—Mr F. Bywaters, 2. & O R 8 * Morea,” Aden.
[Postmark—London, E C, Dec, 6, 1021, 220 p.m ]

Darlingest boy I know,

I saw n the paper yesterday you touched Aden on the 28ih, I supposs
tomorrow or Sunday you will arsive m Bombiy & I helieve Dill left today,
porhaps you will just manage to see hum tho's

I am feeling very bluo today darlml, you havn’t ialked to me for &
fortnight, and I am feshing woried, oh 1 dow’t know how I'm fechag
really, 1t seoms hike a very layoe pam thet comes from that ceaseless longing
for you, words ure expremuvnless—darhnt, the arcatness, the bigness of
tho love I have, makes me fowr thot 1t 15 too wond 1o lagl, 15 will never din,
darlint don’{ think, bul I fenr—how can [ e:plun—~that 16 will never
matare, that we, you & 1 will never reap onr reward, mn fact, 1 just {eel
today darlint, that our love will all he m vam

He talked to mo again last mivhi a lot, darlint 1 doun’t remember much
ahout i, oxcept that he asked me 1f T was any happior 1 just smd [
suppose as happy as I shall ever bo, & then he frivhicned me by saying-~
oh I dor’t think T'N toll v

——p—

I loft off there, darlini—thought—thousht for 4 an hour & I will
tell you now. lle said he bhegnn to think that both of ns would be
happier if we had a baby, I sad “ No, u thousand times No * & he hegin
o question me, and ialk to me & plead with me, oh darhint, its all so hard
to bear, come home to me—come home cuickly & felp me, 1ts so muck
worse this time e hasn't worried me any more, exeepl that onee I told
you sbout, darlint, do you understand what T mean? bub things seew
worse tor all that. You know 1 always sloep to the wall, darlint, well I
still do but he puts his arm round me & oh ils horrid. I suppose L'in
silly to take any notice, T never used to—hefore I knew you—I just used to
accept the inevitable, hub you know darlint, I either feol tlungs very
intensely or I am quile indifferent just cold—{frozen.

Bui to write all this 1 very selfish of mo, it will make you feel very
muserable—you can’t do anything to help me—at least not yet, so I'll stop.

What else can 1 talk about? only ordinary things darlint, but o talk
shout evon those porhaps will help to deaden the pam. Wo went to the
theatre in the week 1o seo * Womun to Woman *' gb the Globe. I had the
tickets given me. Darlint, it wus a lovely play, 1 think I liked it as much
a8 “ Romance” altho the plot is not the samo. I have woiden you a
description of it~I should like yon to discuss it with me, but Deiter still
I should like to soe il agmn with you, but I cant, s0 T have talked io you
about it, that’s the next hest thing, isn’t it darlint? 21
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Also I finished the book * The Trail of 98 & liked 1t ever so much,
1 have also written to you, about 1t Darlint you have quite a lot of mail
from me at Aden, I think, I do hope you will feel pleased—not too miserable,
I don’t want you to, darhni, just forget all the mserable things I've said
io you.

ylts been terribly cold here, & foggy—thick real old fashioned fogs for
4 days. I’'ve had & still got such a bad chilblain on the back of my heel
—its been there a fortnight now & I cant get 11d of 1t I think I’ve tried
5 different things The worst of 1t 15 any shoes I have—the tops of them
cut it—the chilblamn, right mn half

Darlint, have you written to the ‘ B.I Co’ yet, please do—I want you
to, you know—if we dre going to win, we must look forward understand
darlint ?

Yesterday I was taking a couniry buyer to Cooks, St Pauls, & passing
the * Chapter House '* he said to me * Would you care for a glass of wine
here, 1ts quite a nice place’’ Imagme darlint, me bemng told ils quite a
nice place. I said ‘‘ No thanks,” really I'd rather not >’ & yel 1f 1t had
beon anywhere else I should have said “ Yes*’ Do you know, darhnt, when
you were home lasi t1me we didni go there once, I feel sorry when I think
about 1t, I should like to have gone, bui we will next lime, say ‘ Yes”
darhnt I do so hope you’ll be home longer than a fortmght this next time.
Isn’t 1t funny the feelings we have about gomng into the places with
strangers that we have becn mn together. I feel very strongly about 1t, I
couldn’t no I simply couldn’t go & st m either of those corner seuts at
the Strand without you nor at the Holborn, mor ° Chapter House,”’ nor
the *‘ Coronetion ”’ nor anywhere else, where you & 1 bavo been & fulked,
really talked. Do you remember us talking together in the ‘ Chapter
House ”’ one Friday might, about my Iife Lewng happy, living with only 2
people bemdes myself I don’t remember whal I answered then—Yes, I
believe I do, but the answer would nol be the same today, it would be
with only 2 people, 2 halves, one whoule, darhnt, just you & me, say “ Yos,
1t’s right, & it will be so,” I want telling so many times darlint.

‘What do you thmmk he 1s gomng lo learn dancing—to take me outl to
some nice ones, wont it be fun—as the sing says ““ Aint we got fun,” while
you are away About myself darlint, its still the same & I’ve not done
anything yet—I don’t think I shall until next month, unless you tell me
otherwise, afler you get this letter, or the vne I wrole proviously.

Darlint I got a letter, or rather 2 1n 1 envelope on Saturday morning
You say that you can’t wnte bul you will iry from Porl Said. Is this
correct? The envelope of these 15 stamped Port 8aid. No, you're quite
right darlidt, when you say you cant talk to me, you can’t, these lotters
are only writing, they are not talking, not the real talking 1 was looking
forward to.

Why 18 14? darhint, what 18 the matier? you do atill feel the same,
don’t you? Oh say Yes, I feel so sad & miserable about it. I seemn to be
able 1o tallt to you always & for ever, but you, I don’t know, you don’t
seem the samo ag when you were away before, you did talk to me a lot that
trip, but this time you don’l seem to at all. Why ig it darlint? You do
stall feel the same don’t you?! Am I horrid to expect so much, tell me if I
am but darlint I feel that T could give all, cverything & I can’t read
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between the lines of your leiters this time that you even want to accept
that all.

One part that did amuse me was over the argument That expression
«“T do love ’em, etc’® made me think of old times, you remember the
Shankhn times, when neither of us had any cares, or worries, personal ones
I mean, altho’ we hadn’t learned to know ourselves or each other, which
were the best txmes darlint? now or then, just tell me, I shant nund That
was & funny dream you had, wasn’t 1t? I wonder what it means or if
it means anything Why do you tell me not to get excited darlmt, do you
think I would I don’t think I should darlint, over that, you & I have
too much at stake, to take too many risks. But I don’t think there is any
risk, darlinl, 1t doesn’l seem so at any rate, but I feel that I could dare
anything, and bear everything for you, darlnt.

That’s all now, darlint, 1’ve gol such a greal lump come m my thioat
& I'll have to swallow 1t somehow. Poid1 does want you now.

Envelope—Mr F. Bywaters, . & O. Il DM.S. “ Morea,” Marseilles,
[Postmark—TLondon, BEC, Jun 24, 1222, 120 pm ]

Dorlingest boy I know,

I got your noto and enclosure from Tilbury and a lelter—a real nice
one from Dover tlus mormng.

Yes, darlint, 1t was real lovely on Thursduy—just 1o he with you for
longer than that one hour just to lel tine shde ter a little longer than
usual I'm ever so glad I had you on Thursday—it would have been so hard
—yes, much harder than 1b s now for you to go awny withoul being with
you for just that shorl fime.

Darlint don’t we set stare by just those fow hours—cenn you imagine what
a whole long day will be hke?! Ifours seem ke Paradise, days will be like
well I don’t know, because 1've nover had days before.

This 18 a vile nib, but I have’t another,

That feelmy I had & still have about you going darhnt 1 can’t
explain—not even o myself—fiust of all I feel that 1 shall want you &
shall need you to lean on & you wont be there & then durlint—ihe ¢ driftang
foelmg " that 1 told you about hefore~I think 18 mainly responsible 1 think
—if pext time—(L mean in March)—thmgs are just the same—we'll feel
further apart still, because darlint, T did foel apart this time—its no use
making myself say I didu’t. Dut darlinb that was your Eanlt—yes, it was &
you're gomg to say 1t was” & tuke all tho blamne—because 1 smd so—
but its nob gouing to happen agmm—you’re not going to lot it are you
darlint, you’re going to tell me every tiny hitle thing both when you're
away & when you como homo—oven if someo things are silly & you're cross
about & yow're stall going Lo tell me. Yes, I've suid “ Yes » for you, so
you must darhint. Darlingest boy, 1 didn’L go to 231 on Friday—l did
wanl you so mnch—just to take eare of me & help me to get thro’, I'll
tell you about 1it.

About 10.30 or 11 a.m. I fell awfully ill—I had {crrible pains come
all over me—the sort of pnins that I usually have—but have not had just
lately—do you understand.
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These continued for about an hour & I stuck it sumehow—feeling very
gorry for myself—until about 12 o’c I went off then into a famnt. They
managed to get me to with brandy—then I went off agan, & again, making
3 times 1n all. Everybody here was fearfully frightened & eventually sent
for the doctor. He told them to partially undress me & give me & Lot
water bottle—refilling 1t every half an hour

At 330 p.m. he came 1 agan and as I was no better Jim took me
home in the motor Dailini, I was lymg flat on the floor inside, with the
water botile.

When X got home I went straight to bed & about 7 something awful
happened, darlint I don’t know for certamn what it was, but I can guess,
cun you, write & tell me.

On Saturday, I felt a Wt beller, but not much I didw’t know what
to do or take to get better & I looked awful. In the evenmng I dressed &
went out & really enjoyed myself, meeting heaps of people I knew & hadn’t
seen—some for 2 years. It was a very cosmopolitan crowd darlint & I do
wish I had been with you there I'm so certamn sure you would have
enjoyed 1t I've enclosed you a menu & programme, not ourg, hut an extra
one I got Uncle to give mo. On the back you will see names of artistes
* Evelyn Clhifford & John Humphries.” They are husband & wife & Eriends
of Mr. Carlton & they sang a song the following of which I remember .

He: One little word.

Sho : Chen.

He : heads to two httle words.

She + Ma chere.

He - Two hitle words lead to 3 htile words.

Both I love you.

It was nice, darhint, you would have hked 1t

Yesterday darhnt was an opportumty lost, 1t was a thick, a very thick
fog—the worst London has known for years. IHe went to bed about 8.30
with a headache—I stayed up in front of the fire until 10 30 with you
darlinl—thmking of you & thinking of us & thinking of that ¢ Glorious
Adventure ** that you are helping me with. You are aren't you?

Everything was alright on Thursday night. I had an escort from the
station I didn’t go to sleep at all that night, no not ouce, not: even when
it was time to gel up.

Darlingest boy, I'Il talk to you again by Wednesday. Don’t worry
aboul me now, I'm feeling much betier, but a teeny tit disappomted.

Prror.

Envelope—Mr F. Bywaters, I. & 0. R.M.S. ¢ Morea,” Marseilles.
[Postmark—London, E C., Jan. 28, 1922; 2.30 p.m.]

Darlingest boy, its Wodnesday now, the last for posiing to Marseilles.

I'll be thinking & thinking, wishing such a lots of things tomorrow—late
~when I shall know you have arrived  You will help moe darlint you
won't faal me this time. I'm feeling very very hopeful to-day—that
* bucked ” feeling darlini, you know i, T know, but I also feel how much
I miss you—miss so much oven that one htile hour.

Do you remember the songs darlnt  One little Hour,” did you like it
-—w%l2 if you did when you first heard it, you dout now, because darlint
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you've changed, youre different—not a bit like the boy I remember at
Shanklin on the last Friday, do you remember darhng ‘I love you,” I do
& then it was that ‘ One little Hour » kind of love, oh yes it was, but
those kind of things that were pleasures to you then are, just sordid inci-
dents now aren’t they—I mean with everybody—but ourselves.

Darlint, about the other song you never mentioned 1f you liked the
words I didn’t buy it to send to you especially, it belonged to me—no to
both of us, & it still does. Not since you've been gone darlint have you
had a nice tidy head, I've dome it purposely nol once a day but 2 or 3
times, it’s nice I like doing it. So you’ll have to, darlint. Just say I'm
not to, & I will. Do you remember our Sat. morning the snowballs & the
sweets & the drinks in that ‘‘ low common place ** for a woman to go.

Darlint you know you called me ‘“ fast '’ & the man in the confectioners
thought I was terrible spending all your money & darlint I will be terrible,
when you have a lot of money for me to spend. All those motor cars &
fur coats & champagne you wished me at Xmas I'm going to have one of
these days, eh darlint—because you're the only one that I'll let buy them

I went to E.H.S. on Monday night for the parcel & as I had {ime to
spare (I didn’t want to get home before 7) I walked back along the High
St. to the Broadway—very narrowly missing Mrs Bristow & bumping into
Cossy. I dare say everyone at 231 knows I was in the High St. now.

On Monday night we went into the Birnages for a hand of cards. They
were very nice, but the strain of keeping out family matters (owing to the
rift with Lily) was rather trying.

Darlint, I got your cable this morning, thank you so much the clock
indicates handed in at } past 7 p.m. on Tuesday. Is this right? I{’s later
than it always has been.

The weather here is frightfully cold again, the wind blows so hard, & I
miss you to hold me in the train.

Will you do something for me darlint, yes, I know you will if 1its
possible. I want a slide for the back of my hair to match the comb, do
you think its possible to match.

I can’t possibly wear my usual une & the comb together. Try for me
please darlint.

Have you finished  The Common Law ** yet, I expect you have &
don’t forget to write me a long discussion on it, I want to hear exactly
what you think of her ideas & what you think about her giving in.

The giving in part was rather significant fo me darlint, because as
you remember saying to me ** But you would if I asked & wanted you to,”

Darlingest boy, please excuse me now—I’ve just had a ring from Avis
& Mother was taken ill last night with “ flu’> & temperature 105—the
doctor is afraid of pneumonia—so I'm just going down to Manor Park.
It’s 12.30 now. I love you darlint & am living for Monday when you will
be talking to me, I hope it will be a long long time. Prmr.

Envelope—Mr F. Bywaters, P, & O. R.M.B. ““ Morea,” Aden.
[Postmark—London, E.C., Jan. 31, 6.15 p.m., 1922, Stamps—2d.]

27th January, 1922.
My very best wishes darlint and hopes for many real happy on;a later.
FIDL.
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Envelope—Mr F. Bywuaters, I & O. B.M 8. ‘“Morea,” Aden.
[Postmark—London, E.C., Feb 15, 530 pm, 1922. Stamp—2d ]

I was so pleased to get your letiter, darlini, it came on Friday mid-
day Miss Prior took 1t :n & examined the seal—all the time she was
bringing it down the stairs. I was looking at her Darlint, you say I cant
know how you feel, when you failed cant I darlint? dont I know didn’t I
fail once?® I do know darhnt, its hearlbreaking to think all the schemeing
—all the efforts are mn vamn Bul we’ll be patient darlint the time will
come we’re going to make 1t just you & I our umited efforts darlint, I shall
be very very interested in all you will have to tell me I can understand
darlint how difficult 1t must be—all tha underwork I wonder 1f I could
do any more I believe I could somehow womon usually can in these things
but I’m countmng on you putting all my faith in those persuasive powers
that I know you possess, because you’ve used them on me Darlingost Boy
you say “ Am I mght >’ I dont know i1t’s what 1 think happened—darlint—
but I dont know, I've never had any experience in such matters and I
never discuss them with members of my sox as so many girls do therefore
I suppose I'm rather ignorant, on such subjects but I’'ll tell you everything
about 11 when I can look at you & you musint be cross with me darlint
about gelting up. 1 can say I did know 1t was dangerous or whether I
didn’t I just didn’t think about 1t at all, T fought and fought with
myself to make myself keep up & I thunk I succeeded, darlint. Put
yourself in my place darhint & sec how you would foel if you thought by
stopping in bed and not making un effort a doclor would have been called
m would have said well what have you & I think he would someone else
not you would have taken both the blame & the pride for the thing they
did mnot do.

I imagmme how I would feel about it, I’'m afraid darlint I would not
have been able to keep silent. Plouse dont worry, darlint I'm alright
really now—only a it shaky—& 1 dont like the way you say “ It was
ndiculous for you to get up >’ ete because I'm not going to let you bully
me 5o ploase take note monsicur & dont transgress aga n.

Darlint that Friday night you wouldn’t have *‘ gone under to any-
thing  would you and left me by mysclf. I understand how you felt,
but cheer up darlint it wont always be like that & all we geot in future
darlint, we shall appreciale the more because we have had to climb so
many stiles n “ Our glorious adveniure” & bhave fallen the other side
50 many times, that when we dont stumble when we land on our feet oh
wont it be gorgeous darhinbt the thought of it 15 the only thing that keeps
us up sometimes eh, I understand darlmt the one pal you’ve got under-
slands everything.

It is as if our thoughts & minds & actions were just one even tho’
we are miles apart Do you feel hke that darlint L do when I'm doing
anything by myself. I always think & say o myself that you are doing
it & thinking 1t with me,

Darlint when you are home next time you must ask your sisler io play
that song for you because il wont matter that she does know who gave it
you then will it & I shall never be able to play il so darlint please do.

Fancy darlint you doing such a dreadful ihing as to discuss those truly
awful matters with me. I am ashamed of you. Am I? you know & darlint
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I am glad you altered (in your own mind) thal word good to fortunate
because you also have to utter the word * Bad ** to unfortunate.

I've been reading a perfectly glorious book darlint ‘“ The Business of
Lafe ”” by R 'W. Chambers. It 1s very like in detail ‘“ The Common Law *
but 1n the one question 1t 1s exactly opposite.

I did enjoy 1t so much I beheve I liked it better than ‘‘ The Common
Law ”’ no I'm nol qute certam Anyhow I want you to read 1t & tell me
what you think of 1t 1f you liked 1t better etc 1t seemed o me more human
in many ways, than the othr one

Shall 1 send il to your home tor you io read over weekend March 18th
or shall I keep 1t & give 1t you. I’d Iike to send 1t to you nmow, I'm so
anxious for you to read it

Dailint 1s my letter io Bombuy awailing you on your arrval, ur
do you have to wurt n week tor it, T believe you do This morming I think
you armve and youwll see Dill & LI'Il be thinking of & about you all this
coming week, darlint sach a lot I know you’ll be careful you sad you
would

I want to tell you abovt a dreum I had last week I received a letter
by hand by Avis & tho cuveclope was addressed m Ilarry Renton’s writing
only mnsmde was a letler from jou

It wasn’t your wriling darhnt 1t was a large round hand just hke a
schoolboy’s I reud & road Lor a long time not rocognising from whom it
came until I came to the word Pewdi & then I called oul “ Why its from
my own boy’’ 1 dont know il 1 did reully, but 1 did in the dream.

Even now 1 cant defermine in my own mind whether yon sent the letter
Lo hum to send on to me, or whether he got hold of 1t somehow

Tell me what you think darlimt. There’s nothing bul ordinary every
day things to toll you dmlint oh except one thing just that T love you
go much but you know thal dont you darlint, I wish you were here that I
could tell you bul you will be one day each duy is gradually dragging on.
Prrp1.

Envelope—Mr K. Bywaters, P & O R.M.S. *“ Moreu,’’ Marseilles, France.
[Postmark—London, X C , Max. 6, 6.15 p m., 1922. Stamps—14d., 1}d., 1d.]

My Darlimgest boy,

I was so pleased to gel letlers [rom you last Monday I hadn’t expected
any—as I got thai note—after the Port Baad letter & thought it must have
been posted at Aden Darlint if you were 14 hours out from Port Said how
did you post 11,?

In your letter you say you fell T had been ill, darlint I told you not
to worry & you musin’t when will you do what I ask you?

I suppose I have heen 1l probably more so than I thought but I
wouldnt give way because I wanted to koep that illness all Lo ourselves
thinking that helped to keep me up.

I certamly did receive your cuble in time to get y,u an answer, but
darlnt, it never entered my head that you would expect une I am so sorry if
I disappomted you il was not intentional.

You see darlint, I had told you in my Marseillos letter about it. I
thought I conld write in full in my Bombay leiler & what could I pab
in a cable darlint only ‘““Donlt worry belter” & you would still have
worried I hope you are not now anyway there is no need.
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On Sunday I was ill—as usual—& I did feel really 11l darhnt, I tlunk
ilL was worse than before what happened The only effects I feel of any-
thing is a langmd lazy sort of feeling—no energy—just pale & lLmp but
all that will be altered when you are in England I didnt stop away from
168 because I thought of your letters and I knew they would forward them
to 41 if I was nol there so I managed to get 1 every mornmng & went early
& then Mater got 111 & I had no time to think of myself,

Darhingest boy dont talk or think about losing me that will never happen
will it? 2f I go you will too wont you? You say ‘I musi let you know of
all those things that you ask me & I have forgotten

Darlint, do I forget to answer anything I dont r1cmember forgeiting
anything & I {ry not to forget anything that we ever say to each other
or do with each other or ask each other.

Tell me what I have forgotten & I’ll answer everything. Darlint you
say you realise what 1t was for me after Aug 5th 1 am glad you do, 1n a
measure, it was & stall 18 oo awful, I darent think too much I should
alyays be weeping & that wouldn’t do, would 1t? because you told me to
dance only sometimes to dance 1s much harder than to st & think.

Do you remember the cutting I once showed you—where tell meo?
‘“ Eyes that tell of agony untold Lips that quiver with unuitered pam. A
heart that burns with misery ” & grief otc

Darlint do yon remember anylhing happening to me on Nov 7th I do &
I think you will. We have just got the Doctor’s bill in for 1t here & he
has charged 10/6d so Heaven knows what he will churge for Friday Jany
20th I dont know whether to offer to pay or let 168 pay, what would you do?

I have bought ‘the Red Planet” by W. J Locke & am reading it
but am disappointed 1n 1t & I think 1t 1s the one that you have read &
which you thought was ‘ The Rough Road ' anyway it 18 a war story
and I’m not very keen.

Do you remember I told you I had been ill with a bad cold well I
managed to shake 1t off a bit—but last Sunday broughi it back again—
8o I slept 1 the little room of my own accord, last Saturday I went to see
*“ The Co-optimasts >> at the Palace Theatre W & was awfully disappointed
in them. I had heard them raved about & suppose I expected too much.

Darlint I'm beginning to think that I expect ioo much always of people
& things 1 fact too much of Life altogether do you think I do? darlnt if
you do think so do you think I always will? I have enclosed you a sheet
of sketched Millinery that we had done. I had to write 100 of these how
would you lke the job?

Twelve of us, mostly Stamford Hill people & Reg & Bess went to o
private dance at Shoreditch Town Hall last week, he came tco Darlnt
I enjoyed it—do you know it hardly seems possibly that I could 1o me &
I'm sure 1t does not to you I enjoyed it dancing with Reg. & Mr. Philpot
—they are both good dancers & now he wanis us to make arrangements
for 8 of us to go to the Nonstop March 16, 22. I suppose I shall go I
ghall have to, but I wouldn’t 1if you were in England would I? I am
living for you to come home {his time darlint, (sorry) every time you go
away the two months seem to grow longer and longer.

I suppose you left Bombay on Saturday for England only 3 more
weeks By the way I heard that a boy from the ‘‘ Malwa ” knocked Mr
Moore right down a ship’s gangway & rather hurt him. I didn’t hear
what he did it for.

226



Appendix II.

To-day I finished the * Turkish Delight * 1ts all gone now & I'm sorry
I was so greedy but I know I'll get some more soon. Enclosed 1s a cutting
that reads as 1f 1t mighl be you? What do you think?

Last Saturday we went over io Tulse Hill—to Mr Manning’s—I went
to his office and helped him with his books until 5 p.m & then met Mater
& Dad. Avis & wo all wont iogether. None of us this time managed to
carry away a puize (1t was whist) 1t is unusual as one of us usually manage
to take one. Thore was no mail m on Monday this week—perhaps there
will be later in the week—I do hope there will he I'm longing to hear you
talk to me, but darlint longing much more for you to be here to see you,
for you to hold me tight so tizhi I cant breath¢ Au revoiwr darlnt.

PrIDI.

Envelope—Mr F Bywalors, P & C RM S ‘‘Morea,” Marseilles, France.
[Postmark—London, EC, Mar 7, 1230 pm., 1922 Stamps—2d., %d.]
1

You know all & everything I wish you darlingest & myself.

I was very very sorely tompled to buy myself a birthday preseni from
you today. They looked so lovely everywhere you go you see them now,
but then I thoughi next birthday you will be mn England to buy them
for me 8o I refriuned, altho’ it was hard

Good bye darlint—you have all my love P

EIDI.

Envelope—Mr F. Bywaters, ' & O. R M 8. * Morea,” Plymouth.
[Postmark—London, Mar. 14, 5§ pm., 1922. Stamp—2d.]

Je sws Goche darlint & disappointed I said in my previous letter I
was sending 1 large & 1 small parcel.

I have only sent 1, the large ono.

Lunch {ime I went to Queen Vic. St to get some ‘ Toblezone ’ to
send with the tissue paper (a small pcl) but finding “ Toblezone ’ is out
of stock for a few days. therefore I've nol sent the tissue, but [l give
it you when we meel.

Au rovorr darlint, I'm consumed with impatience.

Prior.

Envelope—Mr F. Bywaters, P. & O R.M 8. * Morea,” Marseilles, France.
[Postmark—London, Apr 4, 6.15 p.m., 1822 Stumps—2d., 1d.]

First of all darlingest about Thursday. ¥le knows or guesses some-
thing—how much or how little I cant find out. When 1 got home &
went upstairs I found him not there.

As I was gelting inlo bed a car drew up ouiside & he came 1n looking,
well you know how with that injured air of mystory on his face attempted
to kisgs me and then moved away with the expression ‘‘ Phew-——drink.”
He had been to a Theatre—~he bad a programme~what I imagine is—
waited for me on the 11,30 found I wasn’t on it & caughi the next—of
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course was surprised to find me home. If he has any sense he could
easily put 2 & 2 togelher Your last might last time & your last might
thus time—I went to a theatre on both occasions,

He says he caught the 11 56 but there 1s no such tramm m my time
table—there used to be Tell me what you think aboul this please darlnt

I must tell you this talking about rales at 231 last might Awis said
“1f you dont pay they’ll take you to prison ” He sad  No they wont
I'll see to ihal. Avis ‘* Well they’ll take jour wife. 1le (under his
breath altho I heard 1t) ** A good thmng too”  IIe’s never even said
* What did you sce or how did you cnjoy yourself.”” Oh 1ts a rotien spirii
Avis came over 1o tes ou Sat & sud * The lust time 1 came Bess & Reg
were here.”” He Dess 1s supposed 1o be hcre to-day—butl she doesn’t know
she hasn'y been asked (I note—asked Bess to come down for the week end
as Rezy would be away—but she replhied by Thursday to 168 that she
couldn’t come as he was commg home ot nvon 8at) lle didn’t ask me if
we enjoyed ourselves or 1f Bess was coming so 1 didn’t montion 1t

After Avis had gone I said ¢ A remark you passed al iea time about
Bess what do you mean by 1t I wunt to know.” e * You wani io know
do you—well you shant you can just mmagme how much I know & how
much 1 dont & 1 hopo you'll feel uncomfortable about 1t **

I'm afraxd I lot go then & smd several things i haste perhaps 1t would
have boen better had 1 Leld my tongue & finished up with ¢* Go to Hell *’—
you can only keep good tompered when you—getting what you want a case
of sugar for the bird & he sings. I was told I was the vilest tempered
gurl iving & “ you used not to be, but youre under a very good tutor *’
now 1t seems. Thal was Salurday 1 went to bed early & how 1 got through
Sanday T dont know hving with banging doors & sour sient faces will
turn me grey

It was fuuny at 231 on Friday I didn't go down ull 8.15 just had
some tea in Lpool St. Buffet & read the paper. Mother asked me to have
a cigaretle almost 1mmediately I got m & I saard, * Where did you gel these
they look posh.” &he * Never nind I had them given me.

Me Well I dont suppose you bought them~—where did you get them

She Fred Bywalers gave them to me

Me Haus he been down here?

Dad Yes he’s been 3 or 4 times

Me Obh I sorry I missed him next time he comes remember meo to him
& say if he lets me know when he’s coming to 231 I'll come too.

Dad He’s sailed now, went oub today. By the way * Have you had a
row with him?

Me Have I no, the lust iume we mel we were pals (this is right isnt it
darlint).

Dad Has Percy had a row with hum then

Me Yes—he did.

Dad & 18 il over yet. I ihought 1t was when Percy came back io say
good bye just before Xmas.

Me No, its not over & not likely to be—but still I'm sorry I didn’t
see Freddy. I should like to have dome very much.

Dad Yes, L sure you would & I'm sure he would like to see you.

Mother What do you think of the fags.

Me Not much they sre scented & I dont care for such posh ones.
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Mother was quite indignant with me darlint & said ‘‘ If they’d been given
to you you'd like them, so I said “ Would I" & smiled Darlingest boy,
you know why I smiled.

He came in then & mother offered him one—he looked & said ‘* Amlve »
Oh they’re doped cigarettes.

Mother What do you mean by doped.

He The tobacco is grown on opium fields,

Can you imagine me seeing the joke—inside me—all by myself when
are we going to see the joke together darlint. Oh mother said something
about ¢ By the way he spoke ”’—I said to Avis, he must not have seen
Edie (meaning you).

Avis came to tea Sat. as I’ve already told you & went again at 7.30
to keep an appomntment she said.

In the afternoon we went shopping together & she spoke about you a
lot. She seemed to be quite friendly with you.

She mentioned she saw you on the station every morning & what a lot
it must cost you for fares & it would be cheaper she thought if you
lodged in East Ham & then they would be able to see more of you.

Also you had on a diamond ring & seemed to have plenty of money
altho *‘I know writers dont make more than £5 per trip she said > she
also told me you asked after Peggy & that she told you all about it &
that she went round & had a drink with you she didn’t see why she
shouldn’t as yon could be pals (her interpretation) if nothing else.

Bhe said lots of small things connccted with you—which aren’t im-
portant & I didn’t remember.

Darlint what a poor quality Mail card this time—not a bit like the usunal.

Are you Oxford or Cambridge. the former I expect—men nearly always
are. Well they didn’t win & I'm glad because I'm Cambridge & I won
6/- on 8at. over it.

By the way I had 5/- eh. way on Leighton on Baturday for the New-
bury Cup & the meeting was abandoned owing to the course being covered
with 6 inches of snow.

Au revoir darlingest boy.

B ]

Envelope—Mr F. Bywaters, P. & 0. R.M.S. ‘‘ Morea,” Marseilles, France.
[Postmark—London, E C., Apr. 5, 2.30 p.m., 1022, Stamps 2d., 2d., 1d.]

I didn’t get your letter first thing in the morning darlint. I felt a
wee bit disappointed but supposed youd been too busy with work that
must be done, & I was prepared to wait till next Monday to hear from
my own man, but at 12.15 just as I was going to leave your letter came.
Tt bucked me up such a lot I thought to myself well it will help me to get
thro the ** inevitable weekond "’ & it did help me darlint. All the time I
felt miserable & downhearted I was thinking io myself *‘ when you go to
168 on Monday you'll have a real letter to read again. I shall read it
every morning until I get another onme from yon just as I say *‘ good
morning ** to you. No not to you but to your picture & ruffle your hair
& make you cross first thing in the morning (Is this right). Darlint that
ache which you and I share & you speak about—yes its awful—not a sharp
stabbing pain that lets you know it is there & then goes—but just a numb
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feeling a feeling of inactivity like a blind that 18 never more than half
raised just enough to torment you with the sight of a tiny it of Light &
sunshine.

About what you told me—No I doni think 1t will worry me—but I
cant help thinking about it can I? after all darlmt—but for me 1t never
would have happened I'm always the cause of pamn to you & perhaps to
myself as well but always to you ever since you just knew me you've
never been really happy & perhaps had you known me less you mighi have
been

Darlint 1 dunt think yon told me everything that you & others sad
on that Thursday—you didn’t because you thought it would hurt, but 1f I
promise it wont huri, will you write & tell me please. I want to know
everything. I do tell you everything that 1s said about you dont I?

Why didn’t you recognise your swster on Thursday you must darling
pour moi—you know what you promised to do fur me & she’s my sex—
forget she’s your sister think she’s me when you meet her & he courteous
I’'m over so sorry you didn’t recoguise her whatever 18 ever smd or ever
happens connected with them & me dont forget this. Does this sound like
a lecture? I dont what 1t to be, I just want you to remain as I know you
now, not to revert to you I knew last year

Of course darlint T love all yon’ve said aboul me, about giving up what
poople cherish most for me about those horrid thoughts thal people have
that you will stamp out T love all that darlint I feol proud when I read 1t
that you say 1t about me—proud that I have someone that thinks so much
of me—its so nice darlini I’ve never had anyone quite like you (like
you were once, yos, but not as you aie now). When & if you do write
to your Mother I want a copy of the letter please, yes I do & you must
send me one, you've not to ignore this subject or dismiss 1t in the usual
manner. Remember I sent you a copy once about the hat for Mavie yon're
not going 1o charge her for 1t are you? if you were then you’re not to give
it her please from you & me I’d like you to

Darlingest boy 1 received a telegram from you on Friday G M M.C.
always stop—dont worry. Now am I very dense or are you a little two
vague, becanse 1 dont know what * Always stop ’’ means Pleaso tell me
darlint I can only think you mean we will always siay together 1s this 1t?

I'd like you tell me darhnt just how you feel when you move out of
dock—what are your thoughts when you begin to move when you must realise
that you’ll not on England or anybedy connected with you & England for 2
whole months

You told me you were sailng about 2 & about that time I began
thinking how you were feeling if you were hopeful and not too down-
boarted & I thought about overything connected with the last fortnight,
some things I way sorry about & some things pleased. How did you feel?
This you went was’nt hike the last time darlint. I had a pamn bul 1t was a
different one—not a physical one ai all—jusi a pamn that you & I were
parted again, oven tho it was only for 2 months I dont want ever to be
parted from you not oven for one day, not one minute really. 1 always
want to be where I can see you foel you holding me.

Darlint couldnt Marie help us ab all 1f T have to leave here, perhaps
she would if you asked—you know I could do practically anything to earn
just enough to keep myself for a little while.
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I don’t want to give in darlint oh I do want to have you so much &
if we give in people will only laugh & think us failures & we’re not are we
—tell me we're not going to be—we're going lo succeed you & I together
even tho’ we fail m ‘‘ Our Glorious Adveniure

We'll fight {0 the last while there’s an ounce of strenglh & will power
left—fight to live our life, the ife you & I will choose together—we’re not
cowards to shirk & lude behind a cloak of previous msfortunes—we’ll take
the bull by the horns & shape something good & clean out of something bad.

I cant help this paper bemg another colour—its the only pad the
stationer had in stock

A lady has just come m whom I have not seen for 5 years nearly, she
has smce been marred & had 2 cnldren one of which & her husband has
died 8he says 1 doni look any older—hut I'm sue by the way sho said
1t, she doesn’t think 1t I wonder why people will pay doubtful comphments
they dont mean

Today is April 4th & tho ~now 18 fallmg m thick lumps & laymg m
some pluces—ihe weather has stopped trade & made everybody mserable
What poet was 1t who wrote ““ Oh to be 1n England now Spring s here ” I
wish he were alve & feohing unserable ns T, an this mee Enghsh Spring
Day.

Dont forget darlint when youn are reading the books that the Shulamite
comes first The * Womun Dehorah *° after

T wonder if you will notice anythimg m ** The Women Deborah ? I
awatb your remarks

Jim felchod my case from Burking & left 1t ul 41 for me, he was
going down to Ilford.

Darhint the Turkish Delreht 18 lovelvy this time mueli better thun the
last lot,

Enclosed is one thal you sent me, s o tortmght today hasn’t 1t kept
well T havo lended this one especially lo send vou—cut iis stalk and given
it fresh water with sult in every morning.

Darlint tell me you love me & how wuch--Leep on telling me make me
feel all the time you do, 14 o long time 2 months darlini, & I want telling
heups & heaps of Limes, no, not because L doubt but beciuse I hike to Teel
that you'ro always thinkmng il

Darlingest boy 1 do love you—yen, slways, while this life lnsts so much
—oh 80 much, I cant tell you—hut you mnst hnow you do know darlint,
that there never has heen anyone I love ab all, only just you, there is such
o difference—Uiood bye until Bombay,

{Good Tuch)

Pripr,

Darlingest boy,

1145 am 5/4/22—T’ve just read your cable—it came first thing this
morning T believe—bub [ didn’t feel up to the mark—so I didn’t go up until
11, & thon I was besciged hy poople wanling this done & that done.

It was nothing much darlint just a fow fainling fits ono after the
other, nothiug whatever to worry about su please dont.

I notice 1t says ** Good ufternoon so you quite especlod me Lo geb jt
on the 4th but it wasn’t reed in London until 7.48 pau,

Anyway—whatever time it ¢ume I wus pleased to get 1. Pleased to
know that when you sont it you were thinking ubout me.
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I've got to post this to-day darhnt, I dont suppose you’ll get this one
til Friday but I hope when you do you'll feel 1its all you want
I'd love to look at you now—you I mean—no, no subsiitute they (sub-
stitutes dont satisfy) but I’ll wait I'll not say with patience, because darhnt
I’'m not patient am I—but I know you understand P
EIDI.

Envelope—Mr F. Bywaters, P & O RM S * Morea,” Bombay, India
[Postmark—London, EC, Apr 12, 130 pm, 1922 F ]

I just wanted to wrile a few lines to you darhnt, before we close here
for the holidays—from Thursday 1 oc till Tuesday 10 oc

Friday—SBaturday—Sunday—Monday—4 whole days darlint with nothing
whatever to do but think, & only you can know what those thoughts will be

If I only had all that {ime to spend with you darlni can you imagine
what it would be like—I cant & can’t possibly imagmne such a long time—
I suppose it would only seem like 4 hours—instead of which it will now seem
ke 4 years—but perhaps it wont always be lhike it, eh—I'm gomng on
hoping so—hcping hard—are you too? You havent given up yel, have you?
please dont darhnt?

We're fearfully busy here—I was here till 7 the last 2 nights & still
we have such a lot 10 do before the hohduys—

Darlingest boy—I love you such a lot & want you such a lot oh so badly
—why arent you here to hold me tightly & make mo feel how much you
love me—its such a starving sort of feeling darlint—just hving on a picture

I do want you so much—T want comforting darlint & only vou can do
that for

Permpr.

Envelope—T. E. F. Bywaters Esq Writer P, & O. 8.8 ¢ Morea,” Marseilles.

[Postmark—London, E.C, 10 My 22 Stamps—2d 30 centimes, 30
centimes ]

11 Western Stirecet,
Upper Norwood,
SE. 19
May 9th 1922,
Dear Mick,

Just a few hnes m the hope that you woni have gone yet. I reully
haven’t had any iime for writing or anything else. Mum has been very
ill for about three weeks Doctor commng overy day, so you can guess T have
been pretty well occupied. But Jm glad to be able to tell you sha ie
alright now. The tables have turned & now the doctor 1s visiting me I am
& walking Chemisis shop with all the muck he is dosing me with.

Just one ihing I want io tell you Mick. The night bofore you left
well of course I couldnt help hearing 1t said. But leaving out what you said
to Mum even but I happened to hear a little remark which I think con-
eerned me, It was this “ My sister!!' They only want me for what they
get out of me.” Well you know best yourself whether this is true or not.
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But all I can say 1s that if 1t were irue I have been very patient in waitimg
for what I get from you. Its true last time home you bought me some
jewellery but if you are regretting that well, 1t can easily be remedied.

About your laundry the whole lot mcluding collars comes io 3/6d

Mum wants me to tell you she had your letter but 1t came at a rather
bad time she being that day at her very worst and of course the contents &
tone of letter did not iend to improve matters as she was suffermg from a
nervous breakdown together with blood-poisoning

I hope you have had a good Lrip & that yon ave keeping quite well

Love from all,
Your affectionale sster,
FLonRIE

Envolope—Mr F. Bywalers, P & 0 RMS * Morew,” Sydney, Austraba.
[Postmark—London, £ C, Jun 2, 1022, 330 pm Stamp—1.r.]

Since L huve postud the firs!, letter {0 Syduy damlnd a whole misht &
a whole day has gone hy & Tve been thmbng & {hinking :uch a
lot & fecling su awful ahbout i—T couldnt sleop for ouo httle rammute—
thinkimg about you & what you vwould think of me & how you would feel
when yon received tl.

I am sorry darlint—Dbut T wreobe how T felt o was rwlnl-—& sometimes
when you feel so tervihle you write & thimh very unjust and hitter thungs
your fechings at the time carry you away taey did me please, ploa ¢, durlingent
boy forgive 1e.

Pals should never feel hard & cross with one another—should they?
& we are shill pals in spite of that letter, aren’t we? do write and tell me
it makes no differonce—1 shant feel ** right *’ with myself until you tell me
it has made no differencoe; L feel an awtul boast about 1t : I wish 1 had not
posted 1t ab once but kept it for a day then 1 should have torn it up, Pleuse
forgive me & try to excuse your pal. She did fesl 8o awfully down in the
world when she found that or felt that the best pul a girl ever had had
forgotton or neglected her.

She'll try hard not Lo {ransgress agan

Peipr.

Envelope—Mr K. Bywaters, . & O, R.MN. ¢ Morea,” Melbourne, Australin.
[ Postmark—London, Jun, 23, 1022, 2.30 pm. Stamps—14d., 11d.]

Toduy 18 Friday darlint by the day not the date (he day you took me
to lunch at the Molborn--first, time when 1 leb you see and told you somao
things that mo one else know. 1 wanted to ask you if you rewemhered
anything shout lnst Wednesday—1'm nob going to tell you—just tell me
if you do remomber & what it is.

Nothing else of any importance has happened dwrlint sineo I talhed
to you last—we slill arsue aboui you & I suppose wo always shall,  Tonight
we are going to a Gardon Party & Fote in aid of the Sewmens Orphanae
at Wanstead,

Mrs Birnage & her peopla are on the Committeo & she is partaking in
the some of the amusemenis 1 believe & tomorrow is the outing—so perhaps
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thie week end will pass a hitle more quickly I shall still have to wait 5
days after Sunday—to hear from you Darlint I havent sent your watch on
to you, beeause you have not told me what to do about 1t & I especially
asked you so I shall keep it until I do hear.

It was rather funny on Tuesday Mr Dunsford offered io take me up 1n
the Car and let me stand on the roof of 1t to see the Prince on the next
day—of course I was rather bucked about 1t and told Atm on the Tuesday
oevening He did make a fuss—said he objected & a lot more nonsense &
asked how I was gomng to gel on to the roof—I darent tell hm Mr Duns-
ford wus going to hoist mo up—he would have been “ terribly shocked
go I said I could chimb up by a rope ladder at ihe side of the motor

However I went m spite of all objections & saw everything beautifully
1t was rather fun

Last week on one eveming I went up West o buy a frock for the outing
—I did so—I thmk you would hike 1i—it 1s pale mauve voile embroidered
m grey on the bodice & on the skirt & a sash of darker mauve ribbon It
was from the shop I saw the White & jade frock I told you about & I
asked them if they had st1ll got it—they had & showed it to me—it was lovely
& so was the price—12 gumens—so it had io stay in the shop

I was lookmg mto a shop window up there & went to move away &
found your sisler & her fianco standing beside me, also looking in the
window.

I suppose she was tromssean hunting of course she’s not commg to
town after she 18 married, 1s she?

Darlint, your own pal 1s getting qmte a sport

On Saturday I was first in the Egg & Spoon race & first n the 100 yards
Flat race & 3rd in the 50 yards Flal race

Everybody tells me Im like a racehorse—can get up speed only on a
long distance & my roply was ‘ihat if a thoroughbred did those things
then I felt flattored

The I was M C for the Lancers we stood up 10 Seis had some boys
i from an adjoining ericket field I sat on the top of the piano & made a
megaphone of my hands & jusi yelled—nothing else—Mr Carlion said all
that shouting was worth 2 long drinks afterwards so I had 2 double brandies
& Sodas with him

We had a very good day indeed : In fact I think I enjoyed the actual
outng better than last year—until we got to Lpool 8t coming home & then
he started to make a fuss—says I take too much notice of Dunsford & he
does of me & created quite a scene, I am really sick of this sort of thing—
he gets jealous & sulks 1f I speak to any man now.

Darlint, if we’re ever iorethor for always & you get jealous I'll hate
you—I shant be your pal

Im so stiff & sore today I can hardly move I loft the house 10 mins
earlier than umsual this morning—io make ceriam of calching my tramn: 1
wag so stiff

This time last yoar you wore able to rub me & gradually tuke that
stifiness away do you remember?

It was rather fun on Thursday at the Garden Purty—They had swings
& roundabouts & Flip Flaps cocoa nui shies Aunt Salhes—Ioopla & all
that sort of things I went i for them all & on them all & shocked & lob of
people I think, I didnt care tho’ & going home Mr Birnage said he'd
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hike some fried Fish and potatoes—I'd gob rather a posh frock on—wht
georgette & trd with 10ws & rows of jade ribbon velvet & my white fur &
a large wht hat, but all that didnt deter me from going inlo a fried fish
shop 1n Snaresbrook & buywing the fish & chips

Getting 1t home was the worst part—it absolutely smelt the bus ont : I
didnt mind—it, was rather fun only I wished you had been with me: I
think 2 halves together would have enjoyed themselves—better than 1 half
by herself

Today is your buthday & our birthday—Darhint I wonder 1f you are
thinking about it at all, I am

I sent you greelings by cablo this time 1t was the only way I could
celebrate darlint I wanted you 1o 1eceive 1t on the exact day but Im
afraid you wont 1is not my fault darhint 1ts the fault of that ship of yours
not bewng within radio range of either Aden or Bombay on the 27th

Darlingest own Pal, I love you henps & heaps more than yesterday and
such a Jot less than I shall tomorrow.

Miss Prior is going away tomorrow T expect I shall have plenly to
do then untal I go away
Only 2 more days before T hear you talk to me I hope 1ts a lot—I do so
want 1t to be.
Goodbyo for now darlingest pal to
Prr.

Envelope—Mr F. Bywaters P & O R.M.8 ° Morea,” Melbourne, Australia
[Postmark—London, 27 Jun., 1922 Stamp~—1}d ]

June 27/1922
The birthday of the Palship of 2 halves

This 18 the real birthday darlint just the same as I always wish I wish
today & hope everything will not always be in van.

The birthday of the best pal a girl ever had.

Many happy returns darlint, may everylhing you undertake in your
life be successful P
KIDI

Envelope—Mr F. Bywaters, P & O. R.M 8. “ Mores,” Fremantle, Australia
Macdonald Hamlion & Co 10 Ang. 1922 Kromantle W.A.

[Postmark—London, Jul. 12, 1022, 3.30 p.m Stamps—I1id, 1id ]

Darlint Pal,

T dont think Ive got anytlung to tell you just the ordinary things happen
every day & 1 somehow dont think you wunt me to talk to you aboub those :
I went to Ilenloy last Thursduy—with the Woldorf man—I previously had
the invitation hut refused on the plea of business bul on the Tuesday night
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Mr Carlton asked me if Id hke Thursday off so I rang up & made arrange-
ments to go. We got there about 1230 and had lunch at Phyllis Court
at the invitation of an M P. Mr Stanley Baldwin—it poured with ramn all
the afternoon & was altogether muserable—I got home by 6 45 p m

I’ve had a lot of time off this fortmight - 2 Sals 3 half days & last
Thursday & go about 4 every day—I dont know what to do with myself
—why are you not in England when Miss Prior 1s away—look what a lot
of time we could have together + Last Saturday I was ill—lhe frst time
since I told you about 1t last trip—n the evemmng I went io the Doctor
& told bim . he seemed pleased—I suppose because hig pills had done
their work. I felt terribly bad & could not have gone to business had I
had to do so—fortunately I had the morming off

It wasnt the same sort of ill feeling that 1t was that time before tho

On Saturday we go {or our holiduy - Shall I call 1t? It wont be what I
anticipated will 1t no swimming lessons or tenmis or anything that Id really
enjoy. However I must make the best of it & dunce—Im so tired of il all
tho—this dancing and pretending

I've not packed my peach sports coul. I dont want to wear 1t tlus
time—so Ive left it behind.

This 18 the lnst day for posting mail to Fremantle & Ive not had your
promised letter trom Aden.

If 1t 18 at the G P.O lunch time—perhaps I'll have some more to talk
to you about before I post this

I'll leave 1t for a hittle while unyway.

Avis has just been round here & I was in the office having a brandy &
soda with Mr. Carlion; he asked her to have one too—I think she feels
very flatiered * am I hornd I really heheve I am—tell me—but everything
in this world seems so topsy turvy—Id give anything to be her—frce I mean
& I think she’d change places with me this minute 1f we could—but we cant
—s0 I mustnt moan 1t'll become a habit.

By the way I told you about Mully & Mr Derry.

I think 1t was Tucsday he sa1d to me *“ So you know that young lady I
was talking 1o the other morning?

Me. No, I dont know her.

He: Bui she knows yon & all aboul you.

Me. Oh, probably . lots of people know me & about me that I’d rather
not know

He: 1 believe you’re jealous.

Darlint, just try & imagme me being jealous of her tulking to him of
all people. I havo to laugh right out loud when I think about it. Some
men have such a Ingh opinion of themselves & their charms that T'm afraid
I cant climb up to them.

I wonder what ‘“ my only pal” is doing now & how he 18 focling—
when I try & contrast my feolugs of going away this year to those of going
away last year—I really wonder if Im living 1 the same world—1 suppose
I am—but its not the saine world to me darlini—that world last year didnt
contain a pal—just one only, to whom I nced not wear a mask—but this
year doos—altho he 15 still so very far away Lhat I go on wearing thab
masgk to everyone I mest—every day—1L wonder if there ever will be o time
when I shall appear as T really am—only you see me as 1 really am—the
** prelence me *’ 18 my ordinary every day wearing apparcl the ‘‘ real > me
is oply visible for such a very short time when yow're in London Darlingest
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Boy—TI canb bear to think of you bewug mn England and not seemng me—must
we be 80 very strict & slorn—cant you imagine what your only pal—(no, not
pal—Im talking to you darlmt as the girl that loves you, Im talking to my
veriest own lover not as & Lo » pal) will fecl hike knowing youre in Londom,
& expecting to sce you at every turn & really knowing deep down in her
heart that she wont. Must you be so cruel darlint? See me once—for ono
whole day together for all that time & I woni mind 1f T dont see you any
more the wholo time you are m London I cant bear 1t if yuu go away
without seeing me again—noarly 4 more months after Septembor—that makes
1t Janwary 1923 is too long to wat Darlint—too much 1o ask of any
human hemg—especially 18 it too much to ask of you and I—we're not
ordinary human bemngs—we'se apari—differcnt—we've nover known pleasure
—real pleasure I moun in anoihers company-—until we know each other—
weve had so few pleasures—& »o many rebufis—every one that 18 added now
makes 1t harder.

Am I selfish? No I dont thmk ity o sclfich feeling cos 1is for both of
us—Im fighting for our ryghts to hreak down that reserve that youro gomng
to bwld up agamst yourself & hetween

Preror.
Letter Card (Bournemouthj—To Mr F Bywatess, P & O 13 M.8. ¢ Morea,”
Colonihn,

[Postmarks—Rournemorih, 8 p m., 27 Jul ; London. 20th Jul,, 22

Funepe= WA, ba,, M
Mackinnomn & Mackenze, Colombo, 23 Aug., 1922; 9.15 am,
. 27/6/21
Today is 27th M I 1}
Chorloy today last ycar

Prun
Darlingest Pal,
T’'m on the Boat that has been all round tha T of W. landed at Ventnor
—Id rather go thera than Cornwall I thunk @ please take me—ZMe suys were
comung next yeur—ure wo?

Envelope—Mr K. Bywater, P, & O RMS ““ Mores,” Colombo
[ Postmarh—London, 14 ¢, Jul, 31, 1922, 6.15 pm. |

Posteard  (unaddresed).

29th,
I am leaving for London today.

This day last year 1 was at Kew with my pal.
1 shan’t post this in B'mouth, probably shin’t gob an opportunity. I
love you so much darlint, I alwaya thall, P
KIDI.

Jinvolope=-Mr K. Bywaters, P & 0, R.MLS. ¢ Morea,” Bombay,
[Postmark- - Loudon, 18.0., Aug. 4, 1022; 4.20 p.m.  Stampr—1d., 1d., 1d.]

The boslest pal o girl evor had,
°37
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I wonder 1f you remember what today by ¢he day 18 I keep on thinking
about 1t & of you & wondering 1f youre thinking as well about leaving me
all by myself at 41 for good, when Morrs Avenue corner became one of
the ireasured spots in our memory Last Tuesday was the memorable 1st
such a lot seems to have happened 1n that htile time—& yet such a hitle—
everything that we wanted to happen hasnt & everything thai we didnt want
to happen has

However perhaps this comng year will by vs the happiness we Loth
desire more than anythmng in this world—& if 1t doesnt? we’ll leave this
world that we love so much—cling to so desperately.

We are finishing at 168 at 1 pm today I dont know whut the dickens
I shall do with myself - everyone I know 1s away—I cant even get a lunch
or a tea out of anyone—or even a few hours amusement.

Last hohiday breaking up I had a Pal waiting for me—a Pal that really
wanted to see me for myself alone & who really wanted to take me to lunch
—for nothing

On Tuesday you’re starting for home—how I shull couni the days now
& look forward so much—I dont know to what hecause you say you wont
see me—but I shall hope & hope & hope that hefore Sept 23rd you’ll melt
just a teeny weeny bit towards your pal I wonder if youve got anything
to tell me: or do you still feel very reticont about all your domngs while
you're away.

On Sept 24th I wonder 1f you would like {0 1emember to her that 1t is
Awis’s birthday—I know shed hike to remember

Dont say I didnt tell you mn timo this year.

I am onclosing a piece of the evidence of tho * Russell ” Case

Have you read 1t all? I have found 1t very mteresting & a portion of
the evaidence on enclosed shp struck me as bemng very sumlar {o evidence I
could give—does 1t you?

I've wished & wished all the time 1t has been on that she could be
proved 1nnocent but the jury have found her innocent in the casoc of the
2 co-respondents mentioned—butl she will come up for trial again regarding
the ‘“man unknown.” Write & tell me whal you think about it pleass
darhnt

Darlingest Boy, have you destroyed thai pholo that I asked you to
last trip—you’ve never mentioned ii—neilher have you acknowledged my
requesi—is 1t one of those things thal you have—dismissed?” I had an
absolutely rotten holiday—tihe Boarding house was terrible—‘‘ Ladies are
requested not, Lo smoke 1n the house *—no drink allowed indoors and not too
much grub—even for ladies—I was sorry for the men

However we made the best of a bad job—there wero 27 in the house
& not a very sociable crowd cither or rather ihey were too quiet. I think
Avis & I managed to liven them up a bit. Wo did some mad things—
climbed a tree in front of a row of Boardmg Houses & had our photos
taken up it (Avis & I I mean) everyone i the Bdg. Uscs were waiching
us from the windows & had donkey rides up & down the fromt: the
people stopping m ounr Boarding Hso could hardly bolieve (they smd) I'd
been married as long a8 I hud & I was the age I am: they said 1 only
seemed a child I felt glad they thought this pour vous—altho I really felt
very old & miserable & lonely all the time I was away.

Bournemouth is a very stiff starchy place—not & bit like the Island—
Im very glad we didnt go ibere last year—that 15 one holiday I can look
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backward on & think I thoroughly enjoyed the hohday & myself m an
impersonal way. You’d hke Ventnor Darlnt when we complained io the
people there about B’mth being stiff—no smoking no drinking—(by the way
there 18 only 7 licenses granted o the whole of B’'mth & Boscombe & its a
very big town 90,000 inhabitants) they said ° There’s nothing hke that
about Ventnor—you can walk alout naked 1f you lLike  Thats the place
for us we said & this man recommended us {0 a very mce Boarding Hse
right on the front with 2 front lawns very like Osborne Hse last year.

We said to the Pier Masier at Ventnor ‘“I suppose youre gomg to
dust us for 2d going off & 2d gomg on (they do in B’mih) as well ” & he
said “ Ob, no, we want your Company here & not your money *’ & shook
hands with us

Darlint I do so want a hohday witk you next year please—I must do the
wages now—last holiday you came with me io draw them didn’t you?

Do you still love me as much? T do you—no more

Prmmr.

Envelope —Mr ¥F. Bywaters, P. & O R M.S. * Morea,” Aden.
[Postmark—London, E.C, Ang 15, 230 pm, 1922 Stamps—1id, 14d.]

Do you know darhint, I dont think I can talk to you very much—I
dont fecl hike 1t & brl—T want to see you & feel you—not to imagine you &
then talk, 1ts so awfully hard.

When I came back to 168 I went to G P.O. & got a letter & the discus-
sion on the book from Bombuy & a note from Colomho—I havent heard any
more—I wonder 1f you have wrilien 1o me smce & when I shall get it i1f
you have—it seems such a long lune smce you wenl, three or four times
longer than when you go to Bombay, and now you have already staried
home & I am wriling to Aden—a munth 1s 12 when you're not in England
& it will always be the same darlint—that will nover alter, whatever else does

I moant to have mentioned bofore that the Turkish Delight last time was
stale—not a bit meo. Darlint, I'm nob ungrateful and I'm not looking a gift
horse in the mouth—us you might think, I’'m just telling you this so that if
you liked you could tell the old chap from whom you bought 1t, what you
thought of him. I should want io 1 know & 1 think you will too. Dont be
cross anyway will you?

I've read one or two books while you’ve been away—~& Ive not marked
them—Ive wanted you io find the small things that interest us, out for
yourself Ive goi the * Tlouse of Baltazar ” now & have just started it.
The two you ordered for me, never came in—the girl still says they werent
ordered there—so 1 didnt bother—I didn’t want to do it for myself—I
wanted you to do 1t for me—so Il wait until youre in England again

On Tuesday we went at 2 & I wenl to the * Waldorf ”’ to tea—& while
waiting in the vestibule by mysclf a gentleman cameo up to me—raised his
hat & said ** Good afternoon, are you Romance? *’ I thought he was mad &
turned awsy & sat on a couch—he followed & continuing the conversution
said “ Im sorry if youre nol, but I have an appointment here with a lady
with whom lve corrosponded thro a * Personal Column,” she calls herself
* Romance ’ & she was to wear a black frock & a black lace hat.” I was
wearing the blk frock with ihe roses on it & the lace hat you like). Then
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hé moved away & later I saw him at a table with a girl in a blk frock with
steel beads & a black lace hat, so I supposed he was speaking the iruth
altho at the time I doubted it ’

I think 1t was rather funny dont you? Darlingest boy, Ive shown my
beads & said that Miss Prior gave them to me, do you mind? I did 1t
because I can wear them more often now—they are very much admired

I think this is rather funny dont you? while I was away I wrote to 168
for Rome’s & the Dunsford’s private addresses & /e made ever such a fuss
about it—said I was too familiar & deceitful—because I couldni say what I
wanted to- on & post card to ham (Mr D) at 168. Wo had a right royal
batile about 1t & I was told I was impudent & all sorts of things bad &
that I must have a very good tutor—that 1s quite a favourite phrase and 18
often used. i

Anyhow he sulked for 2 days and on the Sat . Awis cume down and
during the course of conversation she said to him, ‘“ My fiiend Bessie
Hughes saw you in Lyons m Bishopsgate the other Friday ovening.” He
“ Oh did she, its quite possible,”” Awie Yes & you were with a shorl fat
gul m a brown costume with a white stripe  (This 18 Miss Tucknott). He
Ok yes, I took her 1n to have somethmg to eat as 1t was late after working
at the office & 1t was my last might m town for a fortmight. I told him
ufterwards that I was not the only one who was deceitful, but he wont
have 1. Weve becn cluppmg him about Miss Tuchnott ever since & I
believe he thinks Im quite jealous

Ever since Ive been buck in Ilford Ive hud most awful mghts rest.
I havent been able to sleep for more than an hour together & even when I do
thut I dream—sometnnes theyre not very mce dreams. They are nearly
always about you One mght I dreamed that you had married Awis—
because she found out how much was between us (you & I) & throatened
to toll everybody unless you married her—another mght I dreamed I had
boeu to a theatre with a man I knew—I had iold you about him & you
came home from sea unexpectedly & when you found me you just threw
me over a very deep precipice & I was killed,—sometimes Ive droamed worse
things than these & waked up in a fearful fright.

It reminds me of this time last year do you remember. I didnt sleep
bardly at all for 3 weeks then.

I think Y read your letier from Bombay thro again—destroy it & then
talk to you about 1t for next weck’s meil & Il also talk to you about
Dolores then.

I dont think I can now, I feel too sad—no not really sad—but Im m a
deep depression that only one person in this world can light.

Do you know who thai is darhnt? Jusl the best Pal of P

EIDL

Envelope—Mr F Bywaters, P 0., R.M 8. * Moren,” Aden.
[Postmurk—London, E.C, Aug. 18, 530 p.m., 1022, Stamps—Id., #d.]

I was reading the book & I could undersiand her so well—I should do
the same—exactly for the man I love—but you must Jove him darlini—real
& deop & true—because your honour 18 such a sacred thing—your only
covering, that you would only lose it to an “ anyhody* for a man you
really loved.
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You ask if it is sufficient reason that a good woman knows she is
wanted, that she smns. Yes I think this right 1n a measure. A good woman
who had no husband or lover—either had never had one or one that had
died—would smm with a man whom she knew wanted her & she would
willingly give herself—hecause she felt that she was wanted so much wanted
enough darlint, but a good woman who had a husband or a lover who really
loved bim & whom she really loved—would never sin with another man—
because she feli that other man wanted her. Have I explained the difference,
darlingest boy, Ive tried to

I didnt hike Theo myself—but I think he was a good mdn & would
have been a fine man 1if he had had a child He was terribly selfish
darlint I know, bui then every man 1s selfish 1n life as well as m fiction,
to be selfish 18 parl of thewr nature Cesare I loved, I tlunk he was fine
—he certainly loved Dolores very very much—but 1t still didnt make her
love im You say you donl understand Dolores because she wrote when
she came hack * AN that she told you is time, I sent her to tell you”
(Nurse Jennmngs)

What about Lady Sarah Ides didnt yon hke her?

About Dolores darlint—I dont agree with you at all about her not
loving her husband. You think she loved Cesare—because she gave all—
darlingest boy she didnt give heiself in the true sense of the word  She
loved her hushand so much that she would do anything in the wide world
—anything m her power—io give him pleasure. She felt for him—as well
as tor herself—she knew what his pleasure wuuld be if she gave him a
child—sghe also knew more than he did—she knew it was not thro her she
didnt have a child—it was thro him—he was the Frintless Vine & she the
Fruitful & because of this she degraded herself m every way for hum.

Durlint, if she hadnt Joved him, 1t would have heen the easiest thing
i the world for her to have said “ It is your fault Theo (that is what she
called him 1snt it), not mime & he would have probably loved her so much
more & she would have been 80 much huppier—instead of which she makes
the supreme sacrifice—(darlint it is the supremo sacrifice Lo give yourself to
someone you donb love) for her husband’s sake, to make him happy—as
well as hersolf—it was a big thing to do darlini, tremendous & it is always
the same darlint & will always be the same—nothing 18 100 much to do for
the man you love—nothing is too much to give—no not even yourself.

I con feel with her & live with her darlint & I did—all the time I
certainly think she wronged Cesare more than she did her husband & I
think she realised she had & that is why she wrote that.

She wanted Cesure to see how much she had wronged him—how bad she
reully felt she had been towards hun.

Had she have loved him—she would never have suid or writlen that—
she would have gone anywhere with him—to the ends of ihe world—she
wasnl a woman who was ruled by convention. ITe, Cesare was just a man
who could help her to give her husbund whal ho (& she) wanted most in
this world & hecause Cesare loved her enough to want her & take her as
she was—she used him—thats all there is about it darlint.

About tho Marcelli darlint, you say you like her in one breath & in
another you say you quite undorstand Cusare wanting to break away from
her. These two senlences are absolutely opposite.

I think you eaid you liked the Mnrcelli—to please me—I {hink you
thought ** If I say X dont like hor & could understand Cesare’s feelings in
R
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trying to get away from her >’ Peidi will be hurt—she will think of her
position & mine in relation to the Marcelis & Cesare’s with regard to age,
80 I will say I hike her. Oh I hated her—she was a beast a vampire—Oh I
cannot bear her—darhnt I should have been much more pleased 1f you had
said you hated her.

I hike ‘ Carissima ’’ better than yours darhnt—it sounds so like the
“ Great Lover,” so much hke Cesare as I imagme him

Envelope—Mr F Bywaters, P & O, RM S * Morea,”” Aden
[Postmark—London, E C., Aug 23, 130 pm, 1922, Stamp—14d ]

Thank you for your wishes on the 27/6/22 darlingest boy.

It seemed such a strange day to me, I did want to wish you ‘‘ Many
Happy Returns > for yourself first—then for we two darlint—in person that
day—but I couldnt—so I sent the ‘‘ Radio

Darhint, tell me what you thought when you were first told there was
a message for you—before you knew what the message was. I thought
aboub you such a loi that day & wondered 1f I did right mn sending 1t I
thought perhaps 1t would give you a shock—that perhaps you would think
1t was something to do with ‘‘ Health > either mine or his

About Dolores darlint—you say ° Forget hoer romance in connection
with you.”

I said 1t would be as her case with me darlini, because I felt it would
be so good to do something for you—to give you something to hve for &
cherish all your hife—you could be happy then darlint—I know youll say you
couldnt—but think a hitle—Im sure you could—you could hve in a memory
and with a replica

However, while you still tell me to hope—1I shall forget about Dolores.

Talking about ‘‘ Scamp * darlint, Tm a bit fed up with hm Wiale I
was away he ran in the Steward’s Cup at Goodwood & I made sure he
would win it especially as I was away & couldni back him—so I thought
aboub it & sent a wire to Rosie 10 do £1 each way for me & then the
wretched thing didnt win.

Darlint remember when the * Mores *’ is due in England, both 231 &
4l will sure lo try & find out if you are still on her or if you have stayed
in India as you said.

I wont to the Regent Palace to tea the other day darlint with Lily.
Im trying to overcome that horror of the place & she asked me to go & I
didnt want to say No, I felt very uncomfortable all the time I was there
tho’, & I did iry hard not to think of previous experiences there.

Its rather funny sometimes at 41 The attacks continue so I am told
of course I know differently—but I say nothing & laungh all to myself right
deep down inside. They always happen after ¢ words *’ or * unpleagantness.”

A Phrenologist at Boscome told him he would live to be quite an old
man.
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Darlint, Ive used all my perfume, shall I buy some myself, or ehall I
wart for you to do 1t for me.

I'd really hike you to do it best but I'll do just whichever you tell
me to do.

Goodbye for another week darlint Pal I do hope I shall hear from you
goon—Ive had nothing since Colombo—& Im starving now You havent
forgotten your Pal in England have you? her name is

Pemr

Envelope—Mr F. Bywaters, P.O., RM S8 ‘ Morea’’ Port Said
[Postmark—London, E C, Aug. 29, 330 pm., 1922 Stamps—1d., 4d.]

Darlingest, I got a letter from you last Thursday, from Fremanile I
think, I dont think there was anything in 1t that I can talk to you about
—you say you are longing for that letter from me that you will get in
Sydney—woll darlint, Im longing to get a lotter fiom you—a real letter,
one 1 which you're going to tell me such lots and lots of things perbaps
you will when you have heard from me I always feel that you write
better 1o me when you have hoard from me And then another thing that
strikes me is this—in most of your lettors you say  Wo are getling into
so & so tomight.”” That makes me think that a few hours before you get
into a Port, you sit down & writo to me, as a duty. Don’t you ever feel that
you'd like to write a fow lines to me & then leave 1t & write again when
you feel hke 1t Thats how I do darlint, & then when 1t comes to the Jast
day for posting, I havnt got to sit down & write as a duty.

About books—I havnt read “ Mrs Marden ’—I should like {0, but I
have read ‘‘ Martin Comisby’s Revenge ”’ quite lately & I wasnt very keen
on it—it didnt seem up to Jeffrey Farnol’s standard I dont think I have read
* The Chronicles of an Imp ’ & yot the title 18 familiar, However I dont
think the book would appeal to me very much from the title Why did
you leave out * The Cominon Law > when you were naming the list of
books that you have read & liked. Didnt you like it sufliciently to let it
remuin in your mmomory? For want of a nice book to read I got hold of
‘ Septamus ” & read 1t again.

It is very amusing—have you read il? 1f not I'll send it to you.

Im now reading Eden Philpoits ¢ Secret Woman *’ darlint Im not very
keen—il, takes a lot of reading—its very dry & you know the *‘ Secret
‘Woman ” practically at the commoncement—if you’ve got any sense.

Darlint, & hittle news thal you wont like.

Blouses are fushionable aguin, no more jumpers—I've saved the * hitle
green one ” for you, do you want it? Im longing for Sept. 23rd to come,
although you say I shani see you, just to know you are in London will be

od.
& I wonder what you're going to say to my first letter fo yon at Colomba.

T’ll be awfully anxious o get your answer—be kind to me darlint—
our pleasures togethor are so fow—no, I'm going to stop now—because I shall
start railing against Lufe & Fate & everything—& I do want to try not to—
I want to B.B. only for you darlini~—cos I know you will be pleased with

Prrp1.
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Envelope—Mr F Bywaters P.O R.M S8 * Morea ”* Marseilles France
(Seal on back “ P.”)
[Postmark—London, E.C., Sep. 11, 230 p m., 1922 P, Stamps—Three 14d }

Today 18 Sept 7th darlint, do you remember 1t last year—I think it was
the day the  Morea ” lett England—am I right? I had rather a shock tins
mormng—I am enclosing you the cause of it—just as I recerved 1t Do you
know anything about 1t? I dont suppose you do darhint, but Im just
agking Im" sure if you had reasons for nol wanting to see me—you’d
tell me and tell me the reasons—you couldnt resort to lelters of this deserip-
tion. I doni think 1t can be from anyone I know—or from any relation of
mine, because I am addressed as ‘“ P ” you will notice—& no one knows
you call me anything but * Edie ” Also darlint I cani help noticing that
1t 15 posted in the West find on @ Wednesday. Write and tell me what
you think about it & 1f you have no use for the loiter—destroy it—because
I dont want 1t I cant lalk to you very much darlint—i scems such a
long time smce you really talked to me and nothmg can break down this
barrier but a real long talk with you—I am so lookmg forward to 1t Avis
was over last mght and told mo you had seen Ilarold She also saad that
they (231) were looking forward to the ‘‘ Morea >’ coming in—to hear all
about Harold from you & when I said ‘‘ But 1 understood he was not
coming to England *—she said “ Oh that was a lot of rot he was tallng.
I expect he has thought better of 1t simnce we all think we’d hke to die ab
certain tunes but we all get over it and I suppose he has done the same by
now.”’ She also told me that the ¢ Morea *’ 18 due for China & Japan next
trip—s this so? darlini—its even longer than Australia 1snt 11?—Oh 1 cant
waat all that time its awful here in England without you

There has been some unpleasantness with Mrs Lesher—she is mnot
attempting to get out and 1ils nearly 2 years now—so Ae told her il she
wasnt out by Dec (she promised to gel out for certamn by this September)
he would take the maiter 1o Court We have had our solicitors advice on
this matter & he says—she wouldnt have a leg to stand on—2} years is
tons of tim2 for anybody to find something eclse. But I suppose she is
walting for something at the same figure (30/- a month) & of course she
will never gel it. However she’s horrid to me—of course she cant do
anything io writate him, as he hardly comes into contact with her—but I
do—& she’s so nasty—she refuses 1o take anythmg in al all—not even
bread or milk & has told the window cleaner only to do her side of the
house.

Its awfully awkward—I have to rush home on Friday nights & do all
my own shopping, carry potatoes etc—because if I only ordered them & had
them sent she wouldnt open the door when ihey came. She wouldnt open
the door 1o Bill the other day when he brought a parcel up for me & she wont:
open it to the Laundry—so I have to take it & fetch it. She’s done some
very petty things this last fortnight—I didn’t believe she would—especially
after what Ive done for her & Norah. I am irying to get Ethel to come
up from Cornwall now—I dont know if I shall be successful—I do hope
so—I shant be able to stand this state of things much longer Darlint. I
hope I havent hored you with all this—I have jusi thonght perhaps I have
—after I had written it all. Forgive me if I have, I didnt intend to—I just
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tried 10 make you live in my life. Will you rite & tell me if I am to send
your watch to you ai Plymouth & the books. I have had it put nght and
often wear iv myself at 168—the sitrap 18 so big 1t comes nearly up to my
elbow—also I have had a gold buckle put on it—did you notice it was only
R G I didn’t when I bought it—or I should have had it altered ai the time
—however it 1s done now

Dont forget to write from Marseilles & tell me what to do. Darlmgest
pal I love you more & more—I always shall Ill never alter. P

EIDY

Envelope—Miss P Graydon, C/o Messrs Carlton & Prior, 168 Aldersgate
Street, E.C.1.

[Postmark—London, W1, Sep 6, 3.15 p.m., 1922 A.]
September 6th

If you wish to remun the friend of ¥ Bywalers, be careful. Do not
attempt 1o sce him or communicate with him, when he 1s in England
Beliove this to be a genuine warnmg from
A WELLWISHER

Envelope—Mr F Bywaters, P O R.M 8. ¢ Morea * Plymouth.
(Seal on back ¢ P."")
[Postmark—London, & p ., 20 Sep 1922 Stamps—.d and 1d )

Do you know Darhint Im getting fearfully disappointed itoday T
had hopes ot hearmy from you—but there 1s nothing yet I went to
G.P 0. yesterday and they told me there was nothing for me—that was
quile disappomting enough, but 1 thought perhaps you were late at Mar-
seilles & it would be in to-day (Tuesday) When I asked for the leiters
for me to-day & was told there was none, I asked if the mail by the
*“ Morea "’ was in & was told it was—but was nol yet sorted—so now Ill
have to wait until tomorrow—as 118 no use me gotting letlers after business
hours—I have nowhere to keep them for safely However I hope time will
fly tll tomorrow,

This aflernoon I sent you a parcel of books to Plymouth—I thought
perhaps il would he too late to catch you—if I waited to hear from you
And darlint something was in the parcel for you—I couldnt remember if you
told mo your hair brushes were woin out—or if 1t was gome one else—
was it you? & do you hke {he ‘‘ Mason Penrson * brush like wire on a
rubber cughion. On Saturdey 1 had very solemn warming that you were
expected home this week end & you wore sure to visit 231 (This Gran
Mother) & when I said [ understood you were not coming to England
any more—JI wag told *‘ Oh that was all hluff—just an excuse to make il
eagier to take you out that night.”

I have been amusing myself moking jam—chuiney & mincemeat with
the apples from the garden. Most people who have iasted it think I have
been very successful & Norman wents to borrow me as his cook, Im
getting rather proud of myself darlint—but X wish I was doing it to
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share with you—t would belworth more to me than the whole world’s
praise. This morning I had a letter from Ethel and she says she will come
up to me at the end of the month—thats something anyway—Im beginning
to hate this drudgery—it doesnt even help to stifle thoughts now

I think Il send you a wire to Plymouth to ask you to send Plymouth
letter (1f I am to have one) to 168 One letier cant matter can 1t dailnt,
anyhow I’ll risk it. But Il wire you because perhaps you wont open this
before you leave.

Its 5 now darhngest—IIl put this away till {omorrow Im thinking
about such a lot.

Pemr

Darlhint darlint pal—Im so happy Ive heard from you—such a lot 1t
seems lhke the very first time I have really heard smmce you have been
gone I dont know what to say to you—I really doni—but you know how
I feel dont you? Today 1s the 20th and Ive got tons of work to do—it 1s
statement day and its also mearly Fl—so I must post this now I will talk
to you properly and answer your letter—& keep 1t until you tell me where
to send 1t—you will wont you? One thing I must say—darhngest pal—Im
a thought reader—I must be—you’ll think so too when you get your parcel
at Plymouth Must 1t be pals only darlint? if you say * Yos » ’;’t shall be

RTDI
(stall loves you )

Plain Envelopo

Darlingest boy I know, can I wish you all & everything you wish me
Here’s luck to us both in “ The Glorious Adventure ’ may our next
meelang be real, darlint, real & true & happy Ill lot you have your own
way aboul writing darlint, if you think it really best & I'll quite understand.
Goodbye & good luck darlint, the very very best luck that could happen
to you darlini and P
EIDI.

Plain Envelope
Darlingest Boy,

Thank you—ever, ever so much for all those things I received—are
they all for me tho? there seems such a lot & what am I to do ahout them?
Wear them now? or wait, I know when you sent them you wanted me &
expocted that I would wear them, but now—well I suppose its not to be.

Ive nothing to talk about darhint, not a tiny httile thing—Life—the Life
I & we lead is gradually drying me up—soon I'll be like the ‘‘ Sahara "’—
just a desert, like the *‘ Shulamite ** you must read that book, its interesting
—absorbing, arent books a consolation and a solace? We ourselves die &
live 1 the books we read wlule we are reading them & then when we have
finished, the books die and we live—or exist—just drag on thro years &
years, until whon? who knows—Im beginning to think no one doecs—no not
even you & I, we are not the shapers of our destinies

I’ll always love you darlint,

Puro1.
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Plain Envelop,‘;

Darlint, I did have a doubt about Aus,traha—doesnt. doubt show great
love sometimes? I think 1t does, 1its that sort of doubt I had—perhaps
* doubt ”’ is the wrong word—its fear more—fear of losing you—a woman
18 different for a man—a man says “I want it—I’ll take 1t—a woman
wants to say that—but an imborn feeling of modesty 1s 1t? makes her
withhold her action perhaps you’ll not undersiand this Men are carried
away on the moment by lots of different actions, love, hate, passion, & they
always stand by what they have done.

Darlint, Australia trightens me, memories, with faces, return & humans
cannot control their own Fate

Supposing Fate has 1t written down that you & I are never to be happy,
yow'll fight agamst 1t, but you'll have to give mn & perhaps you'll come
back, perhaps you wont Darhint I'm going to forget theie 1s such a place
from the day you sail this tame, till the day you return

On the evening you said to me ‘‘ Au revoir  in January—you told me
you still had something—something in connection with Austrahia, All the
tune you were away I wondered why you mentioned 1t what made you
remmd me about 1t

Darlint beforo you go this iime send me everything connected with
Ausiralia & when you come back to me from Australia I'll give them all
back to you, to do with what you hke

‘Whatever you think about this will you talk to me about it please
darlint.

Nothing, nothmyg on this earth ever will make a teeny scrap of difference
to our love

Darlint, 1t 18 real & for all time too large—too great—too grand for
anything to destroy 1t.

T’ll keep those things, at least for you to see the first time, but darlmt
if 1ts possible for us to go out this Thursday, I'm gomng to wear one set,
& on the day you come home I'm gomg to wear the other set  Yes, yon
want me to? or not?

Why and how was I a ‘ hitle girl *—darlint I always fcel that I want
you to take care of me, to be mice to me, to fuss hold me always in yow
2 arms, tight, ever so tight, & kiss me, keep on doing it darlnt

An organ outside now, playing ‘ Marge.”

Darhnt T'll try not o he cynical, hard T'1 try always to be just a « little
girl ” a tiny lititle girl that you call P

EIDI.

Plain Envelope.

Oh darlint. | do want to thank you so much, heaps & heaps, heaps
for everylhing—youw’re much too good 1o me darlini m that way really you
are

At any rate IIl be able to think of you overy morning & every evening
because I'll be ablo always to wear silk now, & the beads no darlingest
boy I cant say “ thank you ” enough everybody wanis me Lo leave them
to them in my Will—I feol proud ever so proud whon anybody admires
anything you have given me. .
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The hilac set I hke best & all, I told you tlus before, but I must tell
you agamn, they are for Thursdiy first & then only for ithe first & last times
I am with you. I dont think you can possibly know how much I thank
you, but I dont mind if you dont know, because / know how much.

Darlingest boy, I got your note this mormmng, 1f you felt it was awful
on Saturday & you wanted to die, how do you think I felt? its indescribable,
all the pamn that this deceit and peiliness causes

Yesterday I thought wus too awful to heat, I dont know how I got
thro the day, my mind and thoughts T had to make fruzen, I darent think,
not about apything, I should have run away, I know I should, I felt
quite sure.

Saturday at 530 it was terrble, every time I see you, the parting 1s
worse, on Saturday 1t was awful, so bad I couldnt B B any longer, I had
to cry all the way to 41.

I keep on asking myself ‘“ Will 1t ever be any different * things seem
so hopeless, do they to you?

You said 1 your note “ What am I saying dont let this make you too
migerable Cheie.”

Darlingest nothing that you say like that cun ever make me foel more
miserable than I do, just iry & think darlint that Peid: always feels as
badly about things as you do perhaps worse, circumstances always have to
be considered & remembered.

Will you think ths always darlint perhaps it will help. I am going
to see you tomught arent 1, just for Lhat * very litile while,” 1ts the only
few mmutes of the day that 18 worth living.

‘When you shook hands on Saturday I felt sick with pain, that that was
all you & I could do, just imagmme shakimng hands, when wo are all and
everything & each other, to each other, two halves not yet united.

Have you thought any more about that * leave 1t ur mght > for
Peipr.

Plain Envelope.

Dazrlingest boy I know always and ever, afler all T shant be with you
on our bwrthday—darlint I shall think of you such a lot & you will too eh?

I want lo leave cvery little thing to you darlingesi boy, I know you
will decide and do what 18 best for two halves, only 1 should like to know
all your thoaghts & plans darlint, Just to help me beat up & live, no exist
thro this life, until 1t is time for us to be joined iogether. Could you
write 10 me from Marseilles & tell me everything. .Am I gelfish? I believe
I am because I am always thinking of mysell & yet righl deep down in
ny heart I want to do what 18 best for you.

Its fearfully hard to decide, thats why 1 want you to pour moi &
whatever you say or do I shall accept without fear ur doubt or question,
& think all the time, even if it scems wrong to me, that you know it will,
at some indefinite period be, best for ns. This 18 right isnt it ?

It gets harder and harder overy time doesni 1. 1 scem to have lived
years & years in that litle one from 27.6.21 to mow.

CGloodbye darlingest—I want you to have every success in everything
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darlint, you know that dont you? 1f only I (,‘mld help you 1 thai success,
but I cant, so you must go on by yourself ynd know always that you are

loved and trusted by P
EIDY

Plain Envelope

Darlint, 1t doesnt seem possible you are home again I cant reahse it,
I tried all last mght I did not close my eyes once—just thinking & fealng
all over again how I folt when I saw you Dy the time you readthis I shall
have asked you to do something for me I didnt hke domng it myself,
darlint, in fact I cried all the time, bul after it was done I felt easier,
& afler you have finiwhed 1t for me I shall feel easier siall. Darlint, dont
be cross about it, its better I am sure & I was thinking all the.time to
myself * the next real one I have perlaps Ill be able to keep for always
1 wasnt very mce last mghi when you were leaving me darlint, I know,
but I iry and be pationi, 2 hours after 7 weeks seems so short. I put the
violets 1 my hand bag last mght uniil 1 went to bed at 9 p.m & then
put them i wates They are quie fresh this mormng, I wore them &
they are now beside our monkey on my desk I dont think I thanked you
properly for the sweets darlimt but T was s0 pleased to see you, everyilung
flew, you understand, I know

I have not put Aws ribbon on again yet—it will cause comment if I do
so am leaving 1t for a hitle winle.

Thank you for G.M M.C wwre this mormng  Dont forget 7 want you

always so be caroful, & good luck darlint
Pripr

Envelope—Mr F Bywaters .O. RM 8, ““ Morea”” Marseilles France
(On back)—I bnrnt this sealing it.—Pzmr
[Stamps—Three 11d.]

well let us accept 1t then—and bear the hard parl as willingly as we enjoy
the natural part. Darlinl, I didnt think you wanted to go into the other
curriage—but I suggested it because I felt there would be less temptation
there—not only for you but for me too—do you think it 1s less pleasure {0
me, for you to kiss me & hold me, than it is for you tvo do sv? I tlunk
its more pleasure to me than it ean possibly be to you—at loast it always
foels so & darlingest, 1f you had refrained from doing these things (nob
perhaps Jast night—but sl some time before you went) I am not above
compelling you to—darlint I could, couldv’t I, just the same as if the
position was reversed—you could compel me to—becouse we have no will
power. I feli thats how il would be darlingest lover of mine—I was
strong enough in spirit, until I was tempted in the flesh & the result—a
mutual tumble from the pedestal of ¢ Pals only ” that we had crected as
penance for ourselves. No darlint, it could nover be now—I am sure that
you seo that now dont you? imientions—such as we had—were forced-—
unnatural—& darlingest we are ossentially natural with ocach other—we
always have been, since our first underatanding. Why should we choose to
be as every other person—when we're not—s every other person su;.h a
24
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model that you & I should" copy them? Lels be ourselves—always dar
lingest there can never be &y misunderstandings then—it doesnt matte
if its harder—you said 1t was our Fate aganst each other—we only hay
will power when we are in accord, not when we are in conflict—tell me 1
this 18 how you feel. As I said last might, with you darlint there can neve
be any pride to sland in the way—it melts in the flame of a great love-
I finished with pride Oh a long time ago—do you remember? when I ha
to come to you in your httle room—after washing up I wonder 1f yo
understand how I feel about these things—I do try to explain bul som
words seem s0 useless Please please lover of mine, dont use that wor
I dont hike it—I feel that Im on o pedestal & that I shall always have ¢
strive Lo remain there & I dont ever want to sirive to do anything anythin
with or for you—thats not being natural & when you use that word—that
just how I feel—not natural—not myself. Would you have me feel hke th
just so that you could use a term that pleases you & you only? Tell me

Do you remember me being asked 1f I had found ¢ The Great Lover
Darhingest lover of mine—I had & I’d found ‘‘ The Great Pal > too the be:
pal a girl ever had. Ome 1s as much to me as the other, there 1s no firs
and second they are equal

I am glad you held me tighily when you went to sleep darlint, I wante
comforting badly—I cried such a loi—no I wasnt unhappy—I look a sigt
today.

Darlingest—whatl would have happened had I refused—when you uske
me to kiss you? T want to know

M HR 27621  [rom
Pzrp1.

Plamn  Envelope
Order from Carllon & Prior.
168 Aldorsgata Street, :
e B £

London, EC. 1
(Written in poncil)—

Mr, Carlton has gone out to lunch now & I must wait until he comes bac
—Miss P, 18 not back yet—do you mind waiting there—Im sorry to ask yo
to wait such a lot but its awkward today—I had a terrible half houri)

BIDI.

Order from Carlton & Prior

168 Aldersgate Streeb
London, EC. 1 . ...

(The following writlen in pencil)—

I rang you to-day—but you were out.

It was only to say goodbye—I am going away again m the morning-
I didn’t ask you to drink my health this time home somehow I thought yo
would refuse. Perhaps I shall get my appowntment in Bombay this time-
I hope so I failed before.
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Royal Courls of Justice, Thursday. 21st December, 1922

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEAL.

REX

FREDERICK EDWARD FRANCIS BYWATERS

Before—The Lorp CHIER JUstics or ENGLAND,
Mr. Jusrick DARLING, and
Mr Jusrice SALTER

o ]

JUDGMENT

The Lorp Crer Justice—This appellant, Frederick Edward Francis
Bywaters, was convicled al the Ceniral Criminal Court, together with a
woman named Edith Jessie Thompson, of the wilful murder of Percy
Thompson, and he was sentenced to death. He now appeals aganst con-
viction, and, m accordance with the practice of this Court, 1t 18 nght
that this appeal should be dealt with at once, and 1t will not then be
necessary that this appellant should have the ordeal of listening to the
appeal m the other case

Now, the learned judge, in Ius summing-up to the jury, spoke of the
charge as a common or ordinary charge of a wife and an adulterer murdering
the husband. That was a true and appropriate description. The case is &
squahd and rather indecent case of lust and adultery, in which the husband
was murdered in a cowardly fashion, purtly because he was in the way and
partly, 1t would seem, becausge such money as he possessed was desired Ly
the others, Thore 18 no need to recapitulate the fucts of ithe cass. The
woman, Mrs. Thompson—1i0 whom I refer for the present purpose only in
describing so far as it is nocessary to describe the events which preceded the
commission of the crime, prejudging nothing as to what may be said on her
behalf in thal appeal—was the daughter of a Mr. Graydon, and 18 Lwenty-
nine years of age. In 1916 she married Percy Thompson, who, at the
time of his death, was thurty-lwo years of age. Thore were no children
of the marriage. They occupred part of a house at 41 Kensington Gardens,
Ilford, and there was evidence, upon which it is not necessary to dwell,
that there came a time, at any rale, when she and her husband ceased
to be upon good terms. The appellant Bywaters was twenty years of age
last June. He was employed as a ship’s wriler; and apparently he had
known the Graydons for Lwo or three years, and in the year 1921 he
stayed with Mr. and Mrs. Thompson at the Iele of Wight, and then after-
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3

wards m therr house at Ilfori In Augusl of last year Bywaters iold h
mother that Mrs Thompson Yad a very unhappy lIife with her husbanc
and asked s mother how Mis Thompson could get a separation, an
there 1s evidence that he met Mrs Thompson twice at the warehouse whe:
she was employed—once eighteen months ago, and once on Friday, the 29t
September of this year. That was the day upon which Bywaters’ ne
period of leave started. There was further evidence that he and Mr
Thompson were seen together at a neighbouring teashop on the 29th Seplemh:
and on the 3rd October, and that letters bad been taken for Mrs Thompsc
from the warehouse to Bywalers On Tuesday, the 3rd Ociober, Mr. an
Mrs. Thompson went io a theatre with Mr. Thompson’s uacle This appe
lant, Bywaters, was at Mr. Graydon’s house mn Manor Park that mght; an
m the course of the evening 1t was mentioned that the Thompeons had gor
to the theatre  Bywaters left about ten o’clock, or a hitle later, and t1
place where Mr Thompson was after wards killed was some 2 nules and 3%
yards from the house of the Giraydons, and was not at all on the appellant
way home. Mr. Laxton left the Thompsons at the Piccadilly Tube station ¢
about a quarter 10 eleven thui mighl, and they made their way to Ilforc
and as they were gomng in the direction of their home Mrs Thompson wer
runmng o a passer-by m a stale of greal agibntion and made a statemen
I do not at presonl enter immto that statemoni, because 1L 18 nol necessary
Mr. Thompson had been killed, and when the police came and took h,
body to the mortnary he was found to be wounded m many places on th
left side below the ribs there were four slight culs on the skm which ha
gone through his clothing; there were two slight cuis on the front of th
chin ; two slight cuts on the right side of the lower jaw; and a shight cu
on the right arm. There was a stab in the back of the neck 2 inches dee
and 1} inches wide; a stab at the back of the meck 2} inches deep and 1
mches wide; a stab n the centre of the neck 1 inch wide and 2} inchc
deep, which penetrated down and opened the gullelt 'The doctor was ¢
opmion that the fatal wound in the neck was received from behind, hu
he was doubtiful about 1t

Now to pass over [urther evidence, no small part of the evidence in th
case undoubtedly consisied of a remarkable correspondence botween th
appellant and Mrs Thompson. Few of his letiers had been preserved,
think only three. Many of her letters had been preserved, and thos
lelters were undoubtedly used ss some material helping the jury to arriv
at a irue conclusion with regard to this appellani. 1{ is not nccessar
tor me in dealng with his case 1o enter further into the nature of th
contents of those letters; butl it 1s smd by Mr. Winteley, who has argue
tlus appeal on behalf of the appellant, thai 1t was wrong 1 this cuse the
the sppellant and Mrs Thompson should he tried together. That is th
first ground of his appeal. Now, 1t has been held again and agowu b
this Court—the cases are so numerous that it 18 not necessary to refe
to them—that it is & matler of judicial discretion whother two person
shall or shall not be iried separately. In this casec the learned judge
exercising his discrelion, decided that the present appellant and M
Thompson should be tred together In the opinion of this Court, there wa
no ground at all for unfavourable criticism of that decision, On the cor
trary, this was clearly a case in which, mn tho interests of justice, it wa
desirable that the iwo prisoners should be tried together. 1t is said tha
the effect of trymng the iwo prsoners together was that many of the letter
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written by Mrs Thompson to the appellant were used as material from
which the jury might draw a conclusion uyfavourable to Bywaters. But
exactly the same thing would have happened 1f the prisoners had
been tried separately It 1s not to be supposed that if the learned judge
had come to the conclusion that Bywaters should be tried separately the
prosecution would not have made use of those letters. 1L was further
gaid that the result of trymny the iwo prisvners {ogether was that Mis
Thompson became, as otherwise she might not have been, a witness n
the case in which Bywaters was bemng dealt with No doubt, 1f the result
of trying iwo persons together who might huve Leen iried sgparately 1s
what has been called m the cases referred to by Mr Whiteley a miscarriase
of justice, this Courl will inlerfere But what 15 meant by a muscarringe
of justice? That means that a person has been improperly found gmlty
It 15 1dle to suggest that a muscarriage of justice has taken place if the
prisoner, agamst whom there is ample evidence, and, indeed, overwhelming
evidence, suffers, i the opinion of the defence, some incidental disadvantage
because a follow-prisoner, who would not otherwise have been a witness,
does go mio the wiiness-box No doubt, m cnses where the defence of
one accused porson 18 Lo merunimate another aceused person, that 18 a good
reason for mot irymg the two persons together, bui that was not this
cage, and, in the opmon of tlus Courd, 1t wus helpful in the administration
of justice, which knows no other object except to arrive at a irue conclusion,
that Mrs. Thompson’s evidence should have been given as asssting the
members of the jury to come Lo a right conclusion m the case, not only
of herself, but also of Bywuaters Now, in the course of the complant
under this hoad, Mr. Whileley said that there was no owvidence at all
that Mrs. Thompson did anythmg to ad and abut the actual commission
of this crime on the mighl of the 3rd October. That 15 a matter which
may have to be considered mn the next appeal, but, so fur as that argument
1s employed on hehalf ot Bywalers, spesking for myself, T am not prepared
for a moment to admii thai there wus no evidence that Mrs Thompson
aided and abelted the actnul comnussion of this crime. Upon tho whole, so
far as this firet ground of appeal is concerned, the learned judge, as we
think, exercised his diserotion and exorcised it wisoly and well in holding
that theso two prisoners should stand thewr trinl together.

The sccond ground of appeal was that as the learned Solicitor-General
appeared as leading counsol for the prosecution, he had, and oxercised, the
right of reply; und i1t was contended that, at any rale, smnce the passing of
Lord Deuman’s Acl, ihe Criminal Procedure Act of 1865, the law officer
of the Crown has not a right of reply. Support for that proposition was
gought to he derived from cases in which the prerogative of the Crown in
relation to the proviswons of siatules dealing with similar matter has been
considered 'The argumout fuils, for this qmte simple reason : the Act of
1865 is not dealing with this malter at all, and it was long after 18656
that the resolution of tho judges referred to by Mr. Whiteley was come
to, namely, in ithe yenr 1884, 'Lhat was not an enabling resolution; il was
a rosolution which had a limited effect, and 1t was this: that in those
Crown cases m which the Attorney or Solicitor-General is personally
engaged, o reply where no witnesses are called for tho defemce is to be
allowed as of righl o the counsel for the Oruwn and in no others. That
is the existing state of the law. If the law iy to be altered, it must be
alterad elsewhere, bul at present, when the law officer of the Crown,
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whether he be the Attorney-General or the Solicitor-General, appears in a
Crown case—which is no merl: accideni—what 1t means 1s that those who
have had to deliberate upon the maiter have come to the conclusion that 1t
is & case in which, 1n the imterests of justice, it 1s right that a law officer
of the Crown should appear—when a law officer of the Crown does appear,
then, according to the exercise of hus discrotion, he may exercise the right
which at present he lawfully has; and, again, applying that matter io the
facts of this particular case, one cannot sce any ground for the suggestion
that the defence was prejudiced by what the learned Solicitor-General, mn a
speech of spudious moderation, did

Finally, 1t 1s suggested ihat there was misdwrection The summing-up
m the case of Bywaters fills, in the transcripl of the shorthand nole, an
enormous number of pages It 18 not demied by Mr. Whiteley that the
questions relating to Bywaters were fully and clearly put agan and
again, and, in the opimon of this Court, n the particular and mmnor matters
to which Mr. Whiteley has taken exception, there 18 no ground whatever
for the complaint of misdirection

As to the complamt that evidence was wrongly admitted, I have already
dealt with that in dealing with the letters The complaint there 18 with
regard 1o the letlers, and I make this further observation about them only :
it matters not for this purpose whether Mrs, Thompson had really done or
attempted the various acts which in those lotiers she said or suggested that
she had done or attempied I mailers not whether those letters show,
or, at any rale, go lo show, that there was between this appellunt and
Mrs Thompson any agreement tending to the same end. Those letters
were material as throwing light, not only upon the question by whom
was this deed done, but what was the intent, what was the purpuse with
which it was done Therefore, nol to menlion other grounds, those letters
were most material upon tho allegation of the appellant, by way of after-
thought, that what he did was done m self-defence. I say ‘‘ by way of
afterthought,’”” because when one looks at the statemeni which he made
at an early slage, after hus arrest upon the 5th day of October (oxhibit
No, 6)—and Mr Whiteley hus already read the passage ihis morning—
what he said was this—‘ The reason I fought with Thompson was because
he never acted like a man io his wife. He always seemed several degrees
lower than a snake.” That 1s not merely not the same thing as saymg—
““The reason I fought with Thompson was m self-defence, because he
appeared 10 me that he was gomg to shoot me **; 1t conlradicts that reason.
It 18 something which excludes that defence.

In all these circumstances, not to dwell further upon the evidence m a
very ordinary though a very pamful case, m the opmion of this Court this
appeal fails upon every ground, and must be dismissed.
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Royal Courts of Justice, Thursday, 21st December, 1922,

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEAL.

REX
v.

EDITH JESSIE THOMPSON.

Before—The Lorp CHier Jusyics oF ENGLAND,
Mr, JusticE DARLING, and
Mr. JusTiCE SALTER.

JUDGMENT.

The Lorp Cmier JusticE—This appellant, Edith Jessie Thompson, was
convicted at the Central Criminal Court, together with the last appellant,
Frederick Edward Francis Bywaters, of the wilful murder of Percy Thomp-
son, and she was sontenced to deuth. She now appeals against conviction.
The charge against her was in point of law that she was what is called a
principal in the seccond degree; that is to say, that she was a person present
at the commission of the offence who aided and abetted the commission of
the offence, and, Lo put it in a slightly different way, the point of the
charge against this woman was that she incited and aided and abetted the
commission of this erime upon the night of the 3rd day of October. Now,
before I come to deal with the argument that has been presented on behalf
of the appellant by Sir Henry Curtis Bennett, it is mecessary, as shortly
as pomsible, to review some of the fncts of this essentially commonplace
and unedifying case. The appellant, Edith Jessie Thompson, is twenty-
nine years of age. She is the daughter of a Mr. Graydon, and seven years
ago she married Mr. Percy Thompson, the man now dead, the only person
who in this case excites any sympathy.

At the time of his death he was thirty-two years of age. They lived
in a part of a house at Iliford, called No. 41 Kensington Gardens; and the
evidence was that the appollant and her husband were not on good terms
with each other. She wans employed as manageress to a firm of milliners
in Aldersgate Street, where she received a salary of £6 a week in addition
to a bonus. Some time ago, a considerable time sgo, the appellant made
the acquaintance of Bywaters, & young steward on a liner, whose case was
dealt with this morning. He had stayed with them elsewhere and in their
own house, and it is quite obvious from many portions of the evidence that
the terms upon which she and Bywaters had come to be, long before the
3rd October of this year, were terms of tho most culpable intimacy. Bywaters
was from time to time absent on his ship, It is not necessary even for
‘the sake of clearness to examine clossly the chromology in the case; but
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there were periods when he was at home and there were periods when he
was away, and the periods whin he was away are to a great extent covered
by a remarkable and deplorable correspondence, full of the most mischievons
and peridous stuff 1o August of last year Bywaters, according to the
evidence, made a statcment to his mother aboul the unhappy life of Mrs
Thomupson, and the evidence showed, if the jury accepted 1, as they
apparently did, that on more than one occasion Bywaters had called at the
warehouse where Mrs Thompson wus employed, that he had kept up ths
protracted correspondence with her  The letters which are actually made
exhibiis befan with the 11th of August, 1921, and they coutinue rght down
to the 2nd October, 1922—that is to say, the day before the commissmon
of the crime—and the evidence further was that after an absence of some
weeks, Bywaters began a new period of leave on the 20th Scplember last.
There was evidence that he was with the appellant ati a neighbouring teashop
upon that day, and again upon Tuesday, the 3rd day of October  That was
the day upon which the crime was commutted. On that Tuesday, the 3rd
October, the appellant and her husband went to a theatre with the husband’s
uncle, Mr. Laxion  Upon that same evening Bywalers went {o tho house
of the appellant’s father; and it appears i0 have been mentioned ai that
house thai the Thompsons had gone io the theatre  Bywaters left about
ten o'clock or a little after ten  Somowhat later the appellant and her
husband with Mr Laxton, went to the Piccadily Tube station, aboui a
quarter to eleven  Thero, 1t was said, they wore apparently on good terms,
and 1t 1s clear from what followed that they made their way home by train
to Tiford. Shortly before midmght a Miss Pittard was walking with Mr,
and Mrs Clevely from Ilord station, and their way took them through a
road called Belgrave Road, and when they were between De Vere Gardens and
Endwagh Gardens, both places not far from Kensington Gardens, where the
Thompsons own house was, Mrs Thompson came runmng to him. She was
agitated and incoherent. She said—‘‘ Oh, my God, will you help me, my
husband 1s 111; he 18 bleeding.”” And she suid he was on the pavemeni,
and asked those persons to go or take her and get a doctor. They took her
to the house of a doctor, Dr. Maudsley, and then Mrs. Thompson ran back.
A witness was called named Webbor, who lived about 20 or 40 yards away
from that place, and he said that as he was going to bed he heard a woman’s
voice, a voice which he now recognised as Mrs. Thompson’s voice, calling
in piteous tomes, ‘‘ Oh, don’t, don’t.” e went outside, and three or
four minutes laler he saw three persons coming from Dr Maudsley’s house.
Mzrs. Thompson was in front running and sobbing. Ile followed, and found
Mrs. Thompson and Mr. Thompson. He asked her if he could help, and
she sad, ‘ Don’t touch him, don’t touch him; a lady and a gentleman have
gono off for a doctor.” Miss Pittard and Mr Clovely then came up, and
they found the appellant kneeling down by Mr. Thompson, who was lying
upon the footpath in Bolgrave Rosd with his back propped against the
wall. The place was dark  Mr. Clevely struck a maich, and Miss Pittard
asked Mrs. Thompson what had happened; and the appellant answered,
*“ Oh, do nmot ask me; I do not know. Somecbody flew past, and when I
turned 1o speak io him blood was pouring out of his mouth.” A few
minutes later Dr. Maudsley arrived, and ho found that Mr. Thompson was
dead. Hoe thought he had been dead then about ten minutes. Mrs,
Thompson was staading by his side, and he described her as being confused,
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hysterical, and agitated. ~He asked her if Mr. Thompson had been ill
coming home, and she said *“ No.” He t§ld her that Mr. Thompson was
dead, and she said, “ Why did not you come sooner and save him? > The
doctor made no examination then. He saw the blood. He did not see
any wound, but he sent for the police. A police sergeant took the appellant
to her house, and on the way she said, “ Will he come back? They will
blame me for this.”” Now, the place where the body was found was about
B0 yards from the Thompsons’ house and 1250 yards from Ilford station.
It was an indirect way from the station to the house. The police came,
took the body to the mortuary and undressed it, and it was efomined; and
a great number of wounds were found upon it. The most serious wounds
were three stabs, apparently inflicted from behind, one of which penetrated
down to and opened the gullet. = Mr. Thompson's brother was sent for,
and shortly before two o’clock in the morning he arrived at Mrs. Thomp-
son’s house. She told her brother-in-law that Mr. Thompson was walking
along and suddenly came over queer and said ‘‘ Oh!’’ and that on the way
from the station he had complained of pains in his legs, and that she had
met & lady and gentleman and had gone for a doctor, and when they got
back he was dead.

At three o’clock in the morning two police sergeants went to Mrs.
Thompson’s house and saw her. She was asked if she could explain what
had happened on the road, and she said, “I do not know; I cannot say;
I only know that my husband suddenly dropped down and screamed out
‘Oh!’ I then rushed across the road and saw & lady and gentleman,
and asked them if they would belp me, and they went with me for the
doctor.”  She was asked whether she could account for the cuts on her
husband’s neck, ard she said, ¢ No. We were walking along, and my
husband said ‘ Oh,” and I said ‘Bear up,’ thinking he had one of his
attacks.”” He then fell on her, and walked a little further. He then fell
up against the wall and then on the ground. She was asked if her husband
carried a knife, and she said *“ No.” She was asked if she was carrying
a knife in her handbag, and she said ¢ No.” She was also asked if she or
her husband saw or spoke to any person in Belgrave Road, and she said,
“No; I did not notice any one.” About eleven o’clock in the morning
of the 4th October Inspector Hall saw Mrs, Thompson at her house, and
she told him: *“ We were coming along Belgrave Road and just passed the
corner of Endsleigh Gardens when I heard him call out, ‘ Oh er,” and he
fell up against me. I put omt my arms to save him, and found blood
which I thought was coming from his mouth. I tried to hold him up. He
gtaggered for several yards towards Kensington Gardens and then fell against
the wall and slid down. He did not speak to me; I cannot say if I spoke
to him. I felt him, and found his clothing wet with blood. He never
moved after be fell. 'We had no quarrel on the way; we were quite happy
together. Ymmedialely I saw blood I ran across the road to a doctor’s. 1
appealed to a lady and gentleman who were passing, and the gentleman
also went to the doctor's. The doctor came and told me my husband
was dead. Just before he tell down I was walking on his right hand side’
on the inside of the pavement nearest the wall. —We were side by side.
I did not see anybody about et the time. My husband and 1 were talking
about going to a dance.” That evening Mrs. Thompeon was taken to the
polics station, and on the Sth October'she made a statement which became
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exhibit No 3 at the trial. I shall not read it all; but 1t is to be observed
that in that statement made wen she went to the police stalion she says
this: “I have always been on affectionate terms with my husband I
remember Tuesday, the 3id. October, we both went to our respective busi-
nesses that day, I met my husband by appointment at a quarter to six m
Aldersgate Street’’ She then describes how they went {o the theatre and
how they came home, and then she describes or purports to describe
what took place, and she says, amongsi other things, this—*‘I canmnot
remember whether I saw any one else there or not. I know there was no
one there wien he staggered up against me”  She went on to speak of
Bywaters and her knowledge of Bywaters She said, “I am not in pos
session. of any letiers he wrole to me I lhuve destroyed them all, as is
customary with me with all my correspondence = When he was at home in
England we were m the habit of gomg out occasionally together without
my husband’s knowledge >  According o that slatementi she had not seen
Bywaters that night, she did nol asrociate Dywaters with what had taken
place, and she was on good terms with Mr Thompson, her husband Now
it happened that at ihe police stalion she saw Bywalers, who had been
taken to the police station, and was in the hbrary as she passed, and she
then said, ‘‘ Oh God, oh God, whai can [ do? Why did he do it? I dd
not want him lo do it I must tell the truth ” And then she made a
further statement, which is exhibit No 4 In that shori statementi she said
this—*“ When we got near Endsleigh Gardens a man rushed out from the
CGardens and knocked me and pushed me away from my husband I was
dazed for a moment  When I recovered I saw my husband scuflling with
o man The man who 1 know as Freddie Bywaters wus running
away He was wearing a blue overcoat and a grey hat. I knew 1t was
him although I did not see his face” The two were aflerwards charged
together. The knife with which these wounds had been inflicted was found
in a neighbouring drain, and I do not think I need dwell upon the rest of
the evidence Dr Spilshury said that all the woundy exeept the one on
the arm of Mr Thompson were stabs.

The appellant Bywaters gave evidence first, and Mrs, Thompson gave
evidence, and I shall have to refer in a moment to the denials she made.
She said, among other things, that she first fell 1 love with Bywaters n
September, 1921, and that she had told her husband that she had given him
cause for divorce. The jury, having heard the whole of the cvidence, both
that which I have summarised and much clse, came to the conclusion that
the appellant was guilly of willul murder.

Now, what are the pleas that are put forward on behalf of the uppellant
in this appeal? Sir Henry Curtis Bennett at the ontset stated, and very
frankly stated, that before he camoe into Court this morning he had
decided to abandon thai ground of appeal which resied upon the allegation
that this appellant and Bywaters ought to have been iried separately,
but were in fact tried iogether. That ground of appeal is not persisted
in. But Sir Henry says—he puts il in more than one way, but it 18 really
the samo contention illustrated and sought to bo enforced from different
points of view—that in order that this appellant might properly be con-
victed of this crime thero ought io be evidence showing not merely that
as between her and Bywaters thore wus & community of purpose in this
matter, but that thal community of purpose continued mght up to the

258



Appendix III.

crucial moment when the crime was committed ; and in regard 1o that complainé
Sir Henry relies especially upon two maffers. He relies first upon the
letters and the use to which they were put or not put; and secondly, he
relies upon certain portions in the summing up, where he says the learned
judge not only misdirected the jury in the sense of inviting them to find
what they could not find, but also omitted to direct the jury in the sense
that he did not adequately put before the jury what the defence of the
appellant was.  With regard to the letters, in the opinion of this Court
there was more than one ground upon which the use of these letters could
be justified. It is enough for the present purpose to say thgt they could
be justified upon this ground—that by means of them the prosecution were
seeking to show that continuously over a long period, beginning before and
culminating in the time immediately antecedent to the commission of the
crime, Mrs. Thompson was, with every sort of ingenuity, by precept and
by example, actual or simulated, endeavouring to incite Bywaters to the
commission of this crime. I am not going to read those letters.  There
18 a great mass of them. Many of them were read at the trial.  They
begin in the summer of 1921, and they continue until the 2nd October, 1922;
that is to say, they continue until the day before the day upon which this
crime was committed. Now, what is it that those letters may reasonably
be regarded as showing? TFust of all, they show a passionate and, in the
circumstances, a wicked affection between Mrs. Thompson and Bywaters.
Secondly, they contain what purport to be accounts of efforts which have
been made, sometimes without the assistance of Bywaters, sometimes with
the assistance of Bywaters, to get Mr. Thompson out of the way. Thirdly—
and this is a thread that runs through the whole skein of these letters—
there is the continual entreaty and hope that that which they both desire
will somehow be accomplished. Now, in the opinion of the Court, the
theory that these letlers, so far as they purport to describe attempts made
upon the life of Mr. Thompson, are mere nonsense—*‘ Vapour,” as Bywaters
calls them—‘‘ Melodramatic nonsense,” as learned counsel has thought fit
to call them—is a theory which cannot be accepted. But however that
may be, if the question is, as I think it was, whether these letters were
evidence of a protracted, continuous incitement to Bywaters to commit the
crime which he did in the end commit, it really is of comparatively little
importance whether the appellant was truly reporting something which
she had done, or falsely reporting something which she merely pretended
to do. I am not going to read them; it is not necessary; but reference
may, perhaps, be made to one of them, which is the last. By this time
Bywaters was back in this country. The appellant and Bywaters were
meeting.  They had ample opportunity of conversation and arrengement
of any plan in which they might be interested ; and upon the 2nd of October
the appellant wrote to him—*‘I tried so hard o find & way out of to-night,
darlingest, but he was suspicious and still is. . . . We ought o be able
to use great big things for great big love like ours.”  And sgain—
“ Dgrlint, it is funds that are our stumbling block—until we have those,
we can do nothing.”” That is not the only passage in the later corres-
pondencs in which the appellant refers to the importance of money, Then
ghe goes on—*' Datlint do something to-morrow night will you?! something
to make you forgst. Il be hurt I know, but I want you to hurt me—
I do reslly—the bargain now seems so one-sided—so unfajr—but how cen

259



Bywaters and Thompson.

I alter 1t.”” And finally, the last passage—‘‘ Don’t forget what we talked
in the tearoom. I’ll still risk end try if you will—we only have 37 years
left darlingest ”” Now, 1t cannot be said that those letlers were not
evidence against the appellant in support of the charge which the prosecu-
tion were malking up against her

I pass to the summing up. The complaint agamnst the summing uy,
which 18 a very long summing up, is that it did what 1t ought not to have
done, and 1t omitied to do what it should have done  Is there any ground
for that criticism? Let me refer to one or two, and only to one or two
passages. Bhe case for the prosecution was that the appellant and Bywaiers
were acting together. The case for this appellaut was thai the letlers
she had wntten were nonsense, and that what took place on the night of
Tuesday, 3rd October, was to her a great surprise At the very outiset of
the summing up the learned judge put the question for the jury in this clear
and simple form—* The case presented 1s that these two, by arrangement
between each other, agreed to murder this man, and the murder was clfected
by the man  Unless you are salisfied of that, namely, that they did it,
did it by arrangement in the way I shall etplain to you, there would he
no case aginsl the woman.” Then the lemrned judge deals with the case
against the man, and, to como to a laler page, he says this—‘ Now 1 am
gomng to ask you to consider only one question i your dehberations,
and that 1s, was 1l an arranged thing between the woman and the man,”
&o. (reading to the words) ““1f you are salisfied ”” I pause there to say
that one of the incidental criticisms offered upon the summing up s that
1t does not expressly say in so many words the burden of proof 1 upon
the prosecution, but agam and agamn and agmn the learned judge says
that everything depends upon the jury's bemg satisfied of something, which
apart from technicalily 1s the same thing as saying thabt the prosecution
have to prove thewr care ““If yon are satishied that there was,” &
(reading to the words) “‘ that 1s what 1 submut to yon” Now, the criti-
csm which 18 offered upon that passage 1s that there was no direct evidenco
that she had informed Bywaters that she would be there with her hushand
at that time  There was no direct evidence that he was there at her mvi-
tation, or upon nformation given by her  Thut is quite true, Bui m
view of all the rest of the evideace, both as to what happened before the
commission of those acts, and as to what happened immediately after the
commission of those acls, it was obwiously open to the jury o iufer that
that which was done was done as tho result of preconcerted arrangement,
and that 18 what the learned judge is putting here, making 1t plain again
and again and again that they are to be sulmsfied hefore they draw that
infereace. And he pursues the same matter. Ilo says on the next puge- -
“ The short case for the prosecution is this, that for months these people
bhad becn corresponding,” &c. (reading to the words), ‘‘inciting him to
murder.” In the mext sentence the learned judge goes on to say—¢‘1 will
deal with the letters and deal with her explanation later on’’; and it 1s
complamed that in that part of his summing up he says, I know when
you have leliers the jury want to hear what the judge says about the
letters.”” I cannol help fhinking that far too much stress has been laid
upon that particular phrase. I seems no more than this ~ I have nol
forgoiten the letters; I know you will expect mo {0 deul with them.” And
when the learned judge comes o deal with the letters, what is it that he
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says! Leb me refer to two other passages He says thus, having referred to a
letter—* The meamng of that is for you t§ judge  You will fully under-
stand 1t is not for me to tell you what the letters mean. You are the
judges of that, not I There 15 no law about 1t whatever ’ And yet again
ho says—“1I should be wanting 1n my duty if I did not planly explain to
you that the meammng of theso letters 1s cntirely for you.” In view of
those warnings, 1t seems io me to be imposuble that the learned judge
could be understood to have meant by s former phrase, “ You will take
your view of these letters from me.” Agamn, to pass to another passage,
the learned judge says this—‘‘ It 1s said by the prosecution #hat from the
beginning to the end of these letters she is seriously considermg and meiting
the man to assist her {o poison her husband; and 1if che did
that, and o you find that wihn a week or 1iwo after he
came back the poisoning 18 comsidered no longer possible, he has
no longer sludied or has not studied hbichlorde of mercury, but
has read ‘Bella Donna’' to sce if ¢ Bella Donna’ can be of any use to
him =] pause to say there that a remark was made as to the view which
ghe expressed upon a leading character m that story, and 1t is also to be
observed that she recommended that book to be read by him as a book
which might prove useful to hum hercafter—* they would naturally turn to
some other means of effecling their object,” &e. (reading to the words) “a
meeting which only finished when there was a discussion in the tearoom ’—
that is the discussion referred to in the last paragraph of the last letter. And
again—"‘ You arc enlitled to assume—1t 15 entirely for you to say whether
you are satwfied—you are cntitled to assume thut she sped hmm on his
errand,” &o (veading to the words) *“ you will not draw 1t unless you are
satisfied ' Aund finally, at the close of the summing up the learned judge
once more repeats the warning. It is on the last page of the summing up—
*“You will not convict her unless you are satisfied that she and he agreed
that tlus man should be murdered,” &c (reading to the words) * he was
doing 1l " The matter could not be put more strongly than that—* If you
are not satwfied of that you will acquit her If you are satisfied of
that 1t will be your duty io conviet ber.”

Taking that long summing up as o whole, and reading one part with
the rest of what the learned judge says, in the opinion of this Court it is
not possible to found upon 1t any unfavourable criticism. The case was
cloarly put before the jury. There was simple evidence, partly direct
avidouce, partly evidence from which inference might properly be drawn; and
upon that evidenco, in a case which exhibits from beginning to end no re-
deoming feature, the memhers of the jury have convicted the appellant. In
the opinion of this Court therc is no reason th interfere with that conviction,
and this appeal must be dismissod






